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l\4any contradictions of the modern world are beirıg e:reocrbatod

by the debt slavery of the less deve]oped countries. Sincı tiro

nid-197Os, the exterrıa]_ debt--financial slevery, as tiro ııeıtiı.4
of the communist parties of South America in Buenos Aircs in
1984 put it*-is the main öleınent ln the ltsacrosanct triadil o.f

noocolonial exploitation: inequitable tr.ade, ditect İnvesir.ıeır;s

and loans.

The extraction of interest on the debt has evolved j_;ıtç :,:

rıochanisrn of plunder which is nruch more effective than prc,f i.;-
-takj.ng, a11 sorts of deciuctions and the notorious pric3 discrc-
pancy. This system has been grolving ever moxe complicated beciıusc
loan capital has largely ceased to be nationa1 and has bcen
transrrat ionalised . The CC Politica1 Report to the 27th Ccırgross
Of the C?SU Poİnted out rigltl,y: _ ıtA nevı, complex aııd
changing set of contradictions has taken shape between irıperial-
_; srı and the developing countrj.es and peoples.''1

The Marxist-L,,ninist conception regards underdevelopı:ıe:ı-t

not as a stage but a specific form of capitalist developrnc;r'c, and

sone arralysts believe that the externa1 debt is especially ciraxec-

--....--..--_...
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capitalist
teristic of the re}etively mature / society a§ it dev,icps

ii:. t]ıe "orrditior" of dependence and backwardness. T_,oans, ,;ıh,ich i _ı.
l

the 197Os 1e.d to brief economic growth', have produc:d pıcrıı:;ur,

decrepitude i,n periphera1 capitalism that hes leapfroggcri ,ü.rc

liprc,speritylı stage characteristic of the capitelist c en,ı;:c: s as

tiıey move from free competition to monopoly.

The headlong growth of the debt, the ever tougher deiıa:ıds

of the private transrıational banks, and the mounting debi; strvic.:
paJliient s have turned the econorıic problem into a political c.:e.

;jhile the figures comlng from various sources do not alııa;-s cı i_ı-

ci-dc, it is now believed that the Third lTorld countIies l c::-;,: ı:.ıa ]-

dcbt has ba1]-ooned from ;j6-8 tiıııon jn Ig55, to \i6OO bi]]io-:
in the early J-9BOs, and to.$1 trillion in 1987. In otiıar ij.ı.ds,
oveI a period of 30 years İt has multiplied U0-16O tincs over. I::

i;hc 196Os, lts rate of growth was slow; it was nnuch icst:r .'.:r

tl-ıc llJOs, ğnd in the t9BOs it began to deoline in vieı,; oi t]ıe

ccpacity-to-pay crisis. However, in the recent period, -}iı,:' shor.t-
proportion of / and, medium-İqrm debt ha,s increased irı tiıc
dcb'u pattern. Almost one-half is owed by the Latin Ame,.rlc:iı:

anc'l Caribbean countries, 15-2o per cent, by Afrİcan coujıtr:_:ıs,
and the rest, by countries in Asia and other 'regions. ]Ti.rlaıJ. pe:
ccnt of the loans has come from the industriatrised c6pitg1. sı
couııtries (including financial institutions controlled by tiıcn,,
aad ııainly from the United States. The Latin Anıericen debt,
ııhiclı stood at about $6 billion in the early 195Os, has g,-., ıle
up to 'j4o0 billion in 1987, with over 85 per cent of it bei::;
cı,ıad b;: seven major countries in the region, and one-lıalf of tt by
3raıil and J/iexico.

2.
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., J.| J;-- | , j_

tr'or the Latin An'erican countries, the present debt crisis
is tho fourth one: the first,broke out just aİter the I.JJIS uj

ind epend ence' ( 181d-}b2 ğ}.;l'd,fu 6', 16ıı16 lr€is in thp !B!3ş., q.ld ih.;

t]ıird one coincided with the

othar words, it hes recurred
deseııves' speöia1

l--- : --. ._--...
, .:- :j'arquite diff er'erİt .

Grejat Depress:lo'n ;_o.{,.tbe }|3Oş, rn
every,helf c94tB5y|,. s {act w]ıich

stuclyi "But' thĞ,, hi"gtorical. c gndif igns

The economy of the countries-.9n t}l?r_:q9ltıncnt
jıas been transrıat'ionali se d ı ,the- impa c::! ,of the ,.stxr]ct_ura] cı:is:is
oi capitalism on the Third !'Jorld has int-ensif ied. and :,i:.. s ı:ıi
a:ıarchy reign in the interriationa]- f irrancla]_ system, as ı roslılı
of the US dol]arıs conveısion into wor}d ııoney. That j-s ııiı;.
one has to Ie ard the resent deht m c1 e c oıtıc c; iı_ın ı,ıith
iiıe st rt of the fourt h st oa,, :_c -€J,,c ,6

A 1isting of the tlt?ŞŞ i:d:ğoi§ .ğt :ıtıre:şoe$:pf,_ ihe.,.problon
oi letin Arneıj_ca ı ğ 'debt would be long," let ı]ş consider o,-.iJ-

sone of its important e]_ements

A larg'e share of the loens corrs:i.stıs of funds eaılie:: tı}:ııı
ı,-it of our region, and this slıovıs that imperialist loeır capitel
is fictitious. T]ıe outflow of mon6y from the periphery vıas

stirııulateal by the 'favourab}e, ğtşt€ of the 1ıIew York fiıı.anclcl
narliets because ,of thğ us urge İo uşe iı tci cover its billoı-ııng
buciget defiiit producetl by the wilci eııns race. There was elso
',Ia shington ı s speculation on the fluctuation of the dolJ-arıs
exchange rğte (for- the ben6fit of the Pentagon,. in the fiıst

...

place) and thiş had' an: adverse, ,Bff.ect on th9 rnoİetary ,-ies batl,ı-.oıı
Latin American countries and their partners abroad.
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4

The terms of international trade have also caused c ris,ı j-n

t}ıo debt. Fide1 Castro .told the Sİxth Meeting of the GIüup of

77 ııinisters that there were three highly unfavourable circurıstcn_

ccs for our countries: the drop in the prices of basic prir,ıır;

products, the increısing inequivalenca of exchange, and ,biıo

grcvıtiı of protectiorl"..2 Because of the 1ow prices of priııarlı

products, the Third rı'üıoıld courltrieg were short-changecl of

l)65 billion in 1985, and of $1Oo billion in 19B6.3 Thrj 3!x1,

decline in their ability to pay forced them to curtail purch--.scs

cı the world market. Thus, 44OrOO0 jobs were 1ost in tiıe Uıit -,d

Statos as a result of the cutbacks in Latin Anıerican ord.]Ts

el one .

Interrıal fectors are equally grave. The substancc of tiıe debt

problem does not, of course, consist ia the recourse to 1oans or

their size, but in the motives of the lenclers, in the purposes

f or rvhich the obtainect f ı-ınd s are usecl, and whether they pıomote

economlc growth. There is the apologetic idea of the ıaecl for
i'capitalist aialtı, ,/vh ich allegedly stlmulates economic growt}ı in
the countries of the continent that a:ıe saicl to be incapable of

The external debt of the Latin AmeTican countrİes j_s rcuglıly

four times that of tİİrect inve strnent s, so that intorest payr,lc:l-ğs

are much higher than profits. What is more, the transnat iciıa1

corporations usecl the funtls they obteineil to consolidate t]ı,,i:

ovm positions. It is generally agsumetl that they account fcr

elmost one-third of the external debt of the prlvate gector

in the T.,atin Aınerican economy.
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5

Aııerican big bourgeoisie to finance repression against populır

ğoJ§§3!§, and al§o for stock-market speculation, whic}ı has lr:d

to even greater centralisation of productive capih1.

Accorcling to the neoliberal Öonception, external borroiving

is a substltute for overdue ief orrns, because such reforrıs are

a11ogedly too costly in economic and politica1 terms. Thc stste
is vested with a new function: lt has to withdraw fronı direct
participation in econoınic sctlvit}, and to do more to guarınteiı
exploitation and dependence. There is also the impact of .blıe

adaptation to transrratiorıalised consumer standards, wtıich has
1ed to a growth of unwarranted imports.

The borrowed funds have not promoted either steb]-c ıc,,;ecrı j_c

growth or socia1 deve1o ment for the benefit of the woriring pcople.
.,t s a result, the basis of discontent and the struggle against the
effects of the crisis has been enlarged. The TNCsı plundercus
policy has now infriıgecl the interests even of the 1oca1 big
bourgeoisie and iınpeded its capitalist reproduction, although it
itself has yet fully to c omprehend this contradiction w-ith tlıe
llsenior p&rtnertı. A11 these factors rnake one take a closer 1otık

ect spat the political as of the debt problem.

t urnİng out the surplus product Tequireal for accumulaiioil. 3ut the

true reasons for the Iow level of accumulation / the t1-iglıt of

caPital and the. constant and burdensome payınents to thos,: r,ıiı o

set themselves up as aİd-giveTs, Unc Ie Sam in the first placc.

ihe chronic erterrral-tracle deficit and the costs of nai:rtaiiı-
i::g an inflated bureaucratic, apparatus likewise tend to stıe 11 tiıe
dcbt. A 1arge part of the funtis it got was usetl .by the I,atin
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6.

The ilebt burden has now become truly 1ntolerable, and tlıo
situation is being f urther aggravatecl: it j_s bountl , to incıoası.,

the poverty of the masses and cause social explosions with

ir,monse and irreparable los.ses. .In most countries, the dcbi

hes been,risirg not so much through the influx of nevr f uııds,

as through the refinanc.ing of unmet obligations, and statc
guarantees for private loans. From 1982 to 1986, the ceırtr;s
cf iınperialisrn ex.tracteal from T,atin America almost $12O billion;
froın 1980 to 1986, the Gross Domestic ?rocluct of the couniıies
in the region went up by no more than 6 per cent, while it
shxank by almost B per cent per heacl. [he share of investmeııts

in the GD? alroppetl frorn 2! per cent in 1981 to 16 per cent irr
the mid-l98Os.

There is a close connection betweea the toweıing l.xtcrl].al
dcbt and the §harp dlop 1n the rate of ğrowth anal accuroulaticn:
moro than one-third of the I,atin Ameıicen countrıesı export
earnings go into a.nual i:ıtere st payrnent s, while the total debt
is equivalent to export e ar.rıirıg s over a period of four years.

The charıge in 1enciers has done much to aggravate th,: si tua-
tion, as prj.vate tıansnational banks have corne to the fore.
Accoraling to the rnter-Americaıı Development Bank, from 1975 to
1981 they increasecl their share oİ tn" external ctebt fror,ı 69

io 82 per cent, and f:ıom 15 to 2] p63 cent l_n short-tgrn 1oaıs.
There has been a simultaneous charıge in the make-up of bor-

roworg. Government s have enti.tlect ind,ivldual organisat ions and

enterprises in the servj.ce sector, which find it hardor to stand
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7

up to bank pre§şure, to contract loans, and the financial statc

of these companies i§ b6ing vıorsenecl by the steady depreciation

of the national currencies.
' The living and working contlltions of the masses havc been

macie sharpİy. worse by the vast increase in the debt, si;egııat;on

anit the foltl-up of proctuction. The UN Economic Commission fcr
T.,atin Arıerlca has estiınateal that 35 per cent of the population

1ives in |tabsolute povertyll . The cost of Iivirıg remains verlı

high, whlle wages have been going dovın. In more and more countries,

over 7 per cent of the economically active population is tctally
uııerıployed. There is a spreacl of latent unemployment and a ,ıvidcn-

ing of the tıinforınaI sectoi of the econoııy that is typicel of

backward capitalism.
Meanwhile, the Latin Amerlcan blg bourgeoisie has brazenli-

used the external ciebt for its own enrichııent, as is prov,.:d by

the concentration of their profits anal the million-dollar accounts

in foreign banks.

A11 the se f actors are bound to cause substanJial c iıc:.1gc s

i;r tho economic and social structures of the region , and subse-

quontly in social consciougıe§s and political relations.
Flciel Castro has proved that the exterrral debt of tiıc

Third ltorlcl as a whole, anal of Latin America, in particular,
ca;ırrot be repaicl without şerious econornic anil social ref orıns.

]Ie put it graphically when he sald that 'ı the ciebt carırıct b.:

repaid even in a dream''..4 This prospect is so evident that
thc UN Goneral Assembly says in its resolution adoptod iıı
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jTovenber 1986: the debt servi.ce problems are'a heavy buırd:n aıd

a constant brake on the economic and social progress oi rıaı;
dovıloping countries. It callcd for agrccd, equitablo c-ı.d 1;:;_;ı;
solut ions.

Since it is impossibl-e to repay the debt as a wl-ıo]_e, ı 1,.elid

rıec]ıenisrn must be found to rid,the Latin American cowrtrics of

ıt 1oast a part of it. Thc way seems to 1ie in a juridicc1 r.pudJ_ı-

tion. Inde,:d, a large part of the debt could we1l be rcpudietıtl
bccausc tho juridice1, economic and socia1 prerequisitcs arp

t]ıcrc. Dxpe ı"ü studics show vory w:]1 that a large part cf
thı debt is not only ilJ.egal but illegitiınate and imrıorel. _,:ı

aııount equa1 to the total d.ebt has already been paid bgcj: ovcr

thc past few years in the foım of exofbltant interest, veriıLıs
corınıission f ee s, the rising cost of impoited goods (mai:ı17 c::ı.ıe-

ıııont s) and services, and the decllniııg prices of primar;, naıcıj;ls.
ilhat the debt is illegimiato is welf shown by th r..ı lcı::s

ccntracted for rnilitary purposes, for the purchase of lu:;uries
abrcad, and for speculative oparations. Many 1oan agrc;rn:ııts
ıverı not duly approved by parliarnent or wer: signed i;ı br.-,ec]:

oi cstablished 1egislation. Generous ıtcommission f ı:s.i iı,:vı
bo.:ıı paid to high-rankiT8 civi1 and military functionaries.
_', part of the debt consists of capitalised usurious intcrcs'c, ov.nis
if it .'made out to be new borrowing. That is why wo €i,o ri6]1t
in insisting on a re udiation of the state exterrra1 debi; , i.e.,
of that part df it which puts a direct or indi:rect bu:ıclan on

the majority of the population. As for the private .exterıul
dcbt, only the obligations whlch the gov ernment s havo under-
written could be ııepuct j.atect.
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studie s nıade in Brazll ı,ıarrant the assertion that rıorı:

than one-half of the money loaned (without the {ö16 billicn olvetl

by subsidiaries to theiı t:ıansrıational corporetions) has n,:ver

actua1]-y reached the country. l'{ e believe that it is up to t_ıe

governments, pprlianents or the judiciary to make a detailed iıı-
vestigation of a1]- the foreign loans since the early 1970s, tc
establish thetr orlgin§, the purposğs for vıhich the)ı have been

usoii, to compare prices anal tariffs with those existiı5 on tj:e

world maıket, to bri-rrg out the role anai inc oıne s of middlerıen

who are Igtin Aınerican citizens, and to cietermine which of the

irıposed terms are an infringsment of national sovereig:ıt;;.

The externa1 debt has become a natloğal xrroblen, a]rd that
is why the claiıns that any investigation wou]-d be an inf ı:i.ngoment

of the rights of private pergons shoulal be i.gnoretl . [he tıa::sne-
t-lorre1 banks, which have artificially §piralleal the debt, should

bear a part of the responsibility.
The p::ivate transnatiorıal benks are a cleditors' club, a

transDational banking monopo!-y. They have a highly efficj-eni
system of i:cf orma t ion end contı.ol, which J.grı.ore s the sovereignty
of states, iıcludin5 the imperialist stotes" Leninrs descriptlon
of bank capita} in bis elassic woık on lmperlalism is now rlıoIe

relevaat than eveı before .

A11 the trangnational bankg have long since un:it ed in s
worldwicle banking trust, of which the Club oi Paris is tile
legislature, anci the Inteı.rıational- Monetary Funii, the ..jxecutive. 5

The creclitorsl club bas trieai hard by every means to pıavent
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10.

the debtors from unitirıg. A1]. the foımulas it has prcposod for
solving the debt problem contaiı three main conditions: bilateral
negotiations in every case; non-acc eptance of responsibility
bü. the private banks for the existing sltııatlon, anal no rovicrr

of the size of the dabt.

Sj.nce the diebt problam ilefies solution by pure1;. ban}ıiırg

nethocis, a technico-econorıiç variant has been pIoposed. It is
said to be veı5r easy to put through aııcl to be nutuelly advaııta-

geous for cretlitors and clebtors alike. The itiea is to ccnvert e

part or tbe whole of the debt into equlty by swapping debt ob]-i_

getions for the shares of latiı American enterprj.ses. |[he

pre sicient of Citicorp agreeal ııhile on a tour of L,atin :\ner-ica

tiıat the external ilebt canıot be repaid, but ı.ejected an}.-

political- golutions. The only way, he saici, i.s to converi;

tlıe tlebt into direct investnents, altbo ugh such an opeıciioıı,
es he hiınself adınitted, woulci apply to about a quarter of t]ıe
clebt. The idea waş enciorseal by tbe US Federal Reserve §;,steıı
by allowirıg US banks to owıı up to 1oO per cent of tbe ccpltsl
of foıeign norı-f inenc ial enterprises.

This supposed ;ıaıacea is both false end ciangerous. thele are
not enough enteı,pı:ises in T,atin AneTica that are sufficiently
attractİve for the transnatioDs].s and whose sale oould help to
cover the ilebt. An amount egual to only 1O per cent of 3rgzilıs
debi would go to pay for 50 major enteıprises in the country,
even iıcluding ?etrobras, e world glent. §uch an operatİon coı-ıld
produce a short-terrı iınprovement lı the state of the hard-curTency
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bai-eııce, but it would ultiınai;ely lead to a denat iona 1isat,i c:1

of the economy whose consequencas are simply unpreclictablc "

the Latin Ameıican governııents have sti11 dono li-'ıtic
to organise joint action in surmo unting the debt. That bi.letaral
negotiations alone are possible because of the great diffeıences
betıveen states and the borrowing te ııns is a half*.trutlı that

continues to be eurrent, but the differences are being obliter-
atcd by the crisis, which eoınpels the wo rking out of a conmon

stand" Evialence of the slow but inexorable developrnent c,f tlıis
pıocess cornes from the Cartagena Consensu"6 ard the decliıraticn
isgued by e group of polltlca1 persoı,ıalities ancl econoııists

in Lla y 198/, among then several former T,atin American prosiclents.

The substance and the acute character of the confroııtation
ıvith the United States over the exterrıal clebt problem 1crgel;ı

deponds on the stand of the imperielist financial groups: thcy

wi1l either have to accept an expansion of the tlomestic rıarlıets

of the countıies on the continent by writing off a part of tiıe
debt, an approach that favours the industrlal ancl conıraercla1

monopolies, or they wi11 insist on continued debt servicc pe;-
ıııents, gj.nce an end to paymentğ woulcl mean 1osses for tiıı:
trarıgnatiorıel banks. It is ha rıd to predict what the solution
wj.11 be, because one. has to reckon both with the iınmed j.at c and

the strategic interests of 1mperiallst capitaI, which cre often
regadeai as be iı]g rnore important than the rato of prof it. 0ıüy
organised resistance by the peoples anci joint action bJı the I":tin
Arıerican governments can produce a solution ıneeting tlıc needs of
tlıe LDCs, an expan§ion of their ciomestic narkets.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



1a

The debtor countries have the right to act in unisa:i and

B col].ective resistancı to the creditors' club. ,i,

believe that there must be a conference on the exterrra1 d:bt

ıvitiı the participation of a1l the countries oi the worlcl , pıefeı-
ably uncler the auspices of the United Nations.

It has been proveti over and over again that ıııilitar;ı expei1-

ciitures are no]l-productiva and are in excess of any r:asonable

idga of ciefence: the existing nuclear arsenals can destroy a

population that is twelve tines larger than the actual nur,ü e r
of people on the Earth. The monetary aaal financj.al turrıoi1 aad

j.ts oonseguence s--the astronomical growüh of the Third iTorld

countriesı eıternal ciebt_is largely the rasult of the trıay i]l
which large-gcale US ınilitary programm€ § are being finencıd.
That is why, as Fide1 Castro has showıx, the ctebt burden can be

removed through a clialectical solution of thege two problorısı

the exce ssive debt of the depend ent 8nd beckward countr-ioş, and

di sermament. ].,et us recal1 that the Soviet Uni.on proposed tc
cut

the lJN General Agşembly back in l-973 a 10 per cent,/İı thc
nilitary budgets of the perııanent ınembers of the US Securiiy
Council, anal the use of the resources thus releaseal for ass.ist-
ance to the Thiıd l[orld countries.

The governments of the inclustrialised capitali§t ccuntıies,
once they have accepted tbe rgcommenclati on to holci e vıorld
conference, wil1 have to coınpensate the transnational baı]<s

based on their tenrltory in proporıüion to the mllitary_buclg,t
cı.ıts. Tf the funds do corne froın rıilitary-buctget cuts, i;hey ıvi1l
not fall as aa aaıditional buııden on the citizens of these count-

,ro
l,
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I).

ıies ead !yi}l noi inf ]-at e expenditures or increase the :ıa";i c,ıa1

dcbt. The governments concerned could issue specia1 bcnCs eıd

aglee their terms anai meturities wİth the transnationel boıl:s

with an eye to the period of amortisation of the wıİttıı-cjf
part of the Third lıIorldt s debt. İhat cannot, of course, { ı:ıp1;,

any obllgations for the latin Amerlcan iountries, beceuse it
applies to the eseentially illegitimate and imınoral part cf ilıı
dobt , ıvhj.ch is not due to be ropaici any way.

In thls way the government s would guarant ee the banlcs tlıe

r3peyment of earlier loans and so would aveı,t the bankruptc;'

wlıich threatens them in the event of debtor insolvency.

Firıance capitel is inc reasj.ngly aware that developrıoııts

could run such a course. Accoııdingly, the banks have beeıı sol-
1ing off (often in secret from their goveıııments) the debt

obli.gations of I€tin Amarican republics at a large discount

çıhich sometimes comes to rno:ıe than 5O per cent, while siı;auitaneous-

li, increasing their liquidity reğerves to offsat the actual
ciepreciation of actlve 1oaas on their belance-sheets. iho

suggestion is that the private banks, in fact, assoss tlıe

exterıal debt at a much 1ower figure than j.ts nominel valuiı.
l-fhile such actioıxs may be regardecl as c4) italist prudcnce in

notsacrificing souıe profitability, so as/to 1ose a11 of it,
they also show, even if indirectly, that the profits th cl;, il6ru

already made have edequately compensated them for any possible
-1osses./Even specialtsts who can hardly be suspected of being\-

hostile to the transnationa1 banks do not rule out the possibili-
ty of e partial write-off of the debt.
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14.

A retrort by the ü1,I Ecoaomic and Social Council adnits that

a partial write-off of the debt, or a loweıJng of interest
payments to a leve]. below ,/ natket rate ,ıvoulci go to boncfl'c

all the partiee coocetned.7ono §houlal bear in minct that ııhileL-
the erternal debt is gxtreııely high ioı dn untlerdeveloped ecc-

nonıy, it is aot a1l that Iarge wben comparad with tho to,i;al

volurne of 1oanş made available through the f inancial sys,t,:nı of

inporialisn. US non-fiıencial corporations alone have lun up

a debt close to $1.5 trillion, which is 50 per cent higher thon

the exterraal debt of the LDCs. These corporations €!e theiıscJ.vcs

faceci with the problems of non-liguidity and insolvency.

If the pr:ivate banks w1-11 not even heaı of the slmilar problenıs

facett by the Thtıd liüoıld countries, aad especial3.y by tho T,atln

Arıerican countries, that is not because our dabt is tho basic
coüıponent of thel-r agsets; they simply want to avoid receiviİıg
yei another blow in additloa to that inflicted on thcrı on

the inta!ıısl front.
3ut even a paıtial write-off of the debt woulcl not nean

ar\y definitive solutioa to the probleün. There arises the ques-

tion of whgt ls to be dlone with that part of it which has

actually been used by tbe economieg. İı any negotiations oı1

thls issue, we believo, one should §tart from the possibility
of a general ııoıatoriun, w,J.tbout at\y i]ıtere st accruing over

a perioal of at 1east flve year§, a reductİ.on in interoşt ratas,
a tiefernent of payııents to a maxlmun percentage aither of expori
eaırx,ings oı of the GDP: these §houlal not be iı exoess of 2Q pa3

cşnt of the ioımeı, and 2 Ber cent of tbe ].atte:ı.
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l-5.

_{ solution to the debt problem is the pre requisite fcr a

sumption of economic rowth in the Third Y{orld countri:s and,

consequently, for an improvement of the state of ernploynerıt

in the leading irnperiallst states, But there İs rnore tc ınsur_:ng

Int e rna tional econonic rclstions

as a thole need to be made healthier. The central elemlııt ia

this process shoulaı be a tloınccratic restructuring of tlıc fi:ıan-

cial system, eliınination of the dolları s pöwer as world nıoiıeJr,

ancl lTashingtonl s hegemony in the world fi.aancial centrıg,

There is also a neeci to modify the depenttent industry of tlıı
IOCs, to reorient it towardş internal requiTement§ and rew

ıııeterialş ancl to flx feir prices for their goocls. Sc lı-,ıng as

the ENCs continue to be the factor behind the economic portuı,be-

ti.ons, it is hard to irnplenent the Charter of Econornic Rigiıts

and Duties of States or to set up a New Internationa]- E-oncmlc

Ord er .

1he peripheıy of the capttalist worlti, inc!-uding latin
Anc::ican and the Caribbean countries, is, in fact, not tlıc
debtor but the creditor of lmperialist centres, which is ı,ıiıy

a partia1 wrlte-off of the debt woulil at 1east be a miniraun

conrpensation for the vast losses the peoples of our coııtiıent
bave suffered. iduıing the 1oııg years of exploitation for the

of
benef it.'transırat iona 1 fiıance capttal.

balanced and stable devalopment.
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i,

1a

1 Mikhail Gorbaohov, o it ort of th SU Ccntral
C onıni ttee to e 27th y.A , Novosti Pres§ Agency
PubJ-ishing House, Moşcow, 1985, p. 1S.--Eğ.

)* 1i@, April 2I, 1987.

3 rbio.,r.
4 -.-, Lo].dem.

5 See the report by coırespondirıg mernber of thg UŞS,]

Acadeııy of Sciences Victor Volsky at a ıound table on .lTiı,--

Ggnera1 Çrlsiş of Capitali.§m and latin America l s Extorne1 D;b-!

Problen'ı, @, No. 4, 1986.
A- The origiııal document was adopted in June 1984 at e neet-

ing of 11 Latin Aınerican countrieş in the Colombj-an city oi
Cartagena . -Ed . TÜ
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1 rL"

Eö9HAU9E-aE=YIEEŞ s =!IŞgUşşI9U

Tlm GniiERAL cRIsIs 0F CAPITAIISM AND ].,AT]N AMERICA,S EXTERNAL

DEBI PROBLEIv1

The substance, character and rıa iı cau§es of the deep
crisis affecting latin Aınerica siıce the early 198Os; the
role of the United States iı exacerbatlrıg it; the econoınic
and political consequences of the imperialist eıpansion
f or the T.ıa t j.n Aınerican countries; the interconnecti.on of
the crisis ancl the external debt probleın; the bourgeois
presoriptions for e§cap:rıg from it; and the alternatlve
prograrnnes of the Communists and other progresslve forces
on the contlnent were anong the lssues discusseal by the
partlcipants in a rounci table arranged by the WMR Comınis-
sicın for the problens of T,atin American and caribbean
countrieş.

Arnong those who took pa:ıt were: Jose Maria Lanao
CC member, CP Argentina; Davial Mo:ıaes CC Politica1 C ommi s-
sion rnember, CP 3o1ivia; Luciano Balleira , CC alternate
meınber, Brazilian CP; DOn6lğ Pş691 ar cc Executive c ommitt ee
mğmber, Peopler§ Progressive Party of Guyana; Rand o lf o
lanegas, CC ınember, CP Honduras; Alva ıo 0viedo CC member,
C o1orıbian CP; Luis Orlando Cor ra ]_e s , CC Political Commis-
sion member, Peoplets Vanguaril Pa
qbnzale§, CC member, Pargguayan C
CP re pre senta tive on the wI![R Edlt
arriog, CC Politica1 Comııission

rty of Co§ta Rica; RoeeU_o

0re1 Viciani CP Chile Tepre senta
Counci1; and Corre§ponding Member
Sclences, Victor _YoJ- sk.y , Dire ctor

P; Cesgr Jirneüıez, ?eruvian
orial Council; Jaime
ınenber, CP E1 Sa 1vador;
tive on the W}ılR Dditorial
of the US§R Acaalemy of
of the rastitute of latlnAnerica of the ussR Acaaleıly of sciences, who preaenteti theintrotluctory pğper.

Below is an abridged text of Volskyı§, paper and oplViciani ı §, summa ry o.f the discussion.
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2

The capitalist ııorid has not s,:f fercd. such a grave and

shatteı,ing upheava1 since the Great Depression of the I-930s,

as it has ıver the past five years, Vo]-sky said in his introduc-

tory paper. It is too early to say anything about the final
results of the crisls of the 198Os: it is far from over in the

less deve]_oped countries. But it is already safe to say that

it is more tlıan just another cyc}ica1 upheaval for capitalism,

slnce the scale and scope to vi,hich the vaIioua spheres of the

societ), have been hit by the erisis prov j_de evidence of a further

aggravation of a11 the contradictions endernic to imperialism.

efects of ca ita 1i sm :-trophie d

The cyclica1 crisis of overprociuction and .the tiebt crisis
that fo]-lovıeal served merely as parts and catalysts of the

structura1 crisis of the exploitive §ystem itself, e§ğentially
signifyirıg a further deepening of the general crisi§ of capital-
isın, and a dangerous sharpening of its chroaic and incurable ail-
ııeat s Eıder the curnulative impact of the chaYüges in the world

capitali§t economy over the past 20 years.

There is, f j.rst and f oremost , a ınarkect groltrth of the parasr1-

tiç features of imperialisrn, a proces§ based mainly on the

further tıansnationalisation of the capitalist economy. The

Tsanenational Econoıny Centre' (Buenos Aires) has estirrıated that
the 500 major intlustrial concenış ı share of the capitalist woıldıs
8ross domestic product lncıeaşed iıon 23.4 per cent in 1952

to J0.1 pex cent ln 1980;1 while thelr ea}eş abroad grew twlce
1See R. Tıajt enberg, c oncentracioıı ]-oba 1 y transna c i ong 1iza c i o::

Centıo cle Economİa Transnacional, Buenos Aires, 1985, p. 50.
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3

es fast as those at home. The US corporatiorrs: exp}oj.tation of

other cc,u:ıt::ies is even ınore telling: from 1_971 to 1980 alone,
their sales abroad increased fron 2f.8 per cent to 42.9 per

9centr- ııitiı Latin Anerica the ıoa in objective of their expansion-.

i.sm: frcıı l-96 to 1981 , its gross domestic product increased

Toughl:, 2.5-foldı while the sa]es of US subsidiaries iıı the

area leaped nıore than 7-fola.3
There is nothing new in the monopoliesl penetrati.on of

third l?orld countries, in genera1, or of the latin Arnerican

regi.on, i:ı particular, but the novel eleınent is that, a8 never
before in the past, the foreign subsidiaries increased their
capJ.tal na inly through external loaosı which were, as a rule,
underl'ritten by the governrnents of the recipient countries,
that being one of the ınain causes of the mounting ciebt. It haş
been estiınated that the T],]c s account for 30-35 per ceıİt of
Letİn Anericats debt. ].,et us add that in the process they have
ıı şkirıned the ox thricel!, col1ecting interest on the 1oans, and
i.ıcrea sing the j-r ıepatriation of diviilends on the growing di-
rect inveştııents, and earnings on their goods (ieliveries.

$eveItheless, the crucla1 changes in the capitalist economy
have been expressed in a sharp growth in the strnegth anaı signifi-
cance of 1cen capita1. The energy crisls and the rise in the
prices cf oi} pıovided a rea1 bonanza for the oi1 monopolies
and the transrıstiona1 banks (TNB'), which had at their disposal
the bUJlC ı-ıf oi1 exporting countries ı earni_ngs. That ıvas 1argely

2

3

. August

rbid., p. 83.

Dştimateci froın survey
I9B2.

of current Business May 1975;
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4

the souTce frorn whi_ch the Eurodol1ar rıarkei alone multiplied
l2_fold from 1971 to 1982. This capital certainly required to
be profitably invested, anal this was alone by means of the latest
bi-tech busiııes§ techniques. External 1oans were not just made

available; the powerful TNC-İNB bloc üsed the hard sel]- to
push then on the rıarket, while the strategy of the iınpertalist
ruling circles took caıe of their interests anct assureal them

of, a fıee hand. There waa a substantial reciuction in the exten-
gion of lıaial to less d.eve]"oped countries along official chanrıels.

to
But there was ınore/it than that. The capital traited by the

banks was laıgely fj.ctltious. On the Jne hand, that was due to
lts nature and its originati.on froın mialng (oil) rent, which hati

no real ınaterial collateral either. İn the couİrtIy of orİgin,
or even on the world market. There wa§ here evialence of q constan'o

treitl to offset the oi.1 capital with higher prioes for the
i:ıiiustrialise d countriesı procluct s .

0n the other hand, the vast ıtı€ı sse § of loan capital rveıe also
iictltj-cus largely because of their unprececientedly rapitl turn-
over at a high and usurious rate of lnterest. conslaıer these
ii,gures: 10 najor US banks had extended alnost $5o bi[ton
worth of ]oan§ to the na;or T.,atin Aınerlca! debtor couatrles
(Brazil, llexj.co, Argeatirıa, Venezuela, Chile), which wag 50
Deı cent more than the bank§t onn assetg, inc lucİİıg, 252 peı
eent for l,Ianufecturer§ i Hanover, l74 per cent foı Clticorp, 158
per cent for Bank of Americar4 and so on.

4 f,e l.Ionde ü_plomati que February 19B!, p. 28.
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[he İ'new role'ı of the banks under lmperialism was exposecl

by lenin, who gave numerous exaııple s of theiı rr terıolisıtrıl with

respect to int1ustria1 enterprises.5 Nowadays, banks terrorise

ğnaı aıİctate their wi]_l to entİre countri€ş, the less developeil

ones, of couIge, in the flrst place. 0he 1ose of a 1ı rge part

of their real econoınic power 1eads to growlng cıısba]€nces an(ı

anarch;r of procluction, a naı to tbe d,evelopment of contracllctory

aııÖ destructive proc e sse s.

The intense development of intra-corporate trade is another

ııachieyenıentlt of contemporary imperiali.sn. It enables the TNC s

to use tlıe mechanisı. of transfer prlces5 to extract vast profits

ıroıı the Thiriı worlcl countries, and the scope of tbese operatı_ons

ıtrill be seen, for instance, fron the faCt that, ln the late

197Os, the ENCs açcountecl for one-thiril of Us imports from

L,atin Aınerica, iıc ludixg over one-ha ].f of manufactureai impolt§.

Among the coınponents of the ııarkeclly inteasiİlecl eıploitation
of the lese developed countries are the seerch foı ].ucıative

spheres of investnent, accelerated developnıent of capita].i§n in
the peripheIal countries, transfer to these countries of labour-

intensive, material-intenslve a]td ıı allrtylı, iırduEt rles ı anal the

emcrgence of 'tnewly industrlalising countıiesıı, wbİoh bave to

grotiuce for export becauge their clornestic ınarketa eJıe €lth€r too
gma1l oı non-exiğtent. L,atln America, which has gone fartbest in
1t§ integration with the lınperi-ali-st systen is beirıg subJecteci

5 See V.I.IJenin, Col1ected lıf oıks , Vo1. 22, ?9. 210-226.
ı" The prices useai in settlements between ent€rp]rlre§ oİ one

and the sarıe c orpora t 1on. _Ed .
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to the rnost refined and. ruthless plunder. whose proportions

were tlırown into bold relief by the crisis of the 198Os, Indeed"

fron 1978 to 1985, tbe continent ınade debt service payment s

ln excess of $368 bil].ion--the amount of its present ciebt--but

that notwithstanding, its inciebtedness jı İhe period more than

iloub]-ed. Horı are the ].,atin Amerj-cans now to go on livi4g with

atl exteİnal debt burden of more than $1rooo per head__the equiva_

lent of the area ı g annua 1 inc ome per head?

Of al1 the imperialist centres, the Unitecl States has been

hlt lıardest by the current crisis. I{owever, it İs not a vİctirn,

but the prirıe cause and chief culprit of the crisis, It is in

the United States that the features of parasitisn and

neocolonialism have been concentrated ancİ most strongly maniİest_

eilrnot 1east irnportant§ because of its 1arge econoınic potential,

Ihe United States :ıeached the peak of its rnlght in the early

195Os, and since then its dominant positions in the free|ı world

have been subjected to ever more palpable blows: frorı the exp]oit-

ed peoples fightiıg for their sovereigntY, freedom anal §ocial

Dro8re§s; and from ite iınperia list rivalş. Let us :ıeoall that

ov6r the pa§t alocades, the working people oi Latin Amerioa

bave repeatedly attaokeil the bastloas of iınperialism with

§uccess. There was, first, the Cuban levolutİon, which raised

tbe baııııer of socialigm in the yılestern Heınj.sphere; the liberation

Droce§s then developed into the victory of the Sandinlst ıı-ovolu-

The US Ro}e in Sharpening the Crisis
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tion j:r iTicarague; there is nolv a rount i_rrg struggle by the

peoBles of El Salvador, Guatemale and other countries in Central

Aııerica.
U,5 hegeıion;r in the capitalist €conomJ, has been sub§tantiallJr

eroded. Thus, the US share of the capitalist world's industrial
output shrailk frorn 56 per cent in 1948 to 30 per cent in 1981,

while that of Japan, which has moved into second place, increased

from 3 per cent to 1/ per cent, respectively,7 In ]-982 , 2! of

the vıorld ı s 10O major banks were Japanese, anal only 12 were

US-ovrned . Trı I,at in Arnerica this rivalry is even rnore obvious :

frorı 1965 to 1984, US direct j_ııvestments went up 2.8 fo!_d, and

Ja pane se--ııore than 6J-fold, which puts them 1n şecond place.B

But the United States has no intention of accepti_ng the prospect

of 1osing :i_ts leadership in the imperialist division of i'spheres

of influencelı. In order to attain its objectives, Washiyügton has

been malring use--under pressure from the miJ.ita rY-industria 1

complex, the Tj,lC s and the Tj,JBs--not only of alJ- of its interna1
Tegerves, but also of the tribute which the US caplta l-and-sta te

na chfuıe nanages to Ievy abroad. The Reagan ad.ıninistra tion, as

no other before it, has j.ncreased to a dangerous point the astro-
nomical groııth not just of unproductive, but also of down-

Iigilt anti-socia1 and antj--human expenditures, those going on

the arıns race, tbe exeIcise of gendarıne functions, the export of
counter-revolut ion, the recruj_tment and equipment of rnercenaries,

7 Calcu]-ated from Informe sobre e] De sarro1lo Mund ia]- }9B4,
Banco ljundial, Washington.

8See H.D. Heydenreich, problernbeıe iche auslöndischer privater
Dlrekt inve s'; ionen in tei4gmerikal cÖttİngen, 1974, p. 13; Survey
of current 3u s]-ne ss August j.979; August 1985.
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B

the nıainteııance oİ a steadily jırfJ_ated repressive ıpparatus, end

the conduct of d€clared and undeclared wars agaı_rrst the peoples

stancı İııg up for their sovereignty .and the right io seff _cleterroin_

ation.
The United States has been inventing new techniques to narshal

worlaı Tesources to cater for the USArs hegemonistic ambitions,

onesuchtechniquewastheimmediatecauseofthedebtcrisis
which broke out in 19B?: the US Feılera1 Reserve Systenı raised

bank interest rate to the recorti high of 17,3 peı cento

Thathadtrulytragİcconsequencesforthel.atjııAmerlcan
republics. lhree-quarters of their exterrral borrowing hacl come

frora privete commercial banks on the basis of ltfloatlng iıterest
rate§;l , rıhose growth by on].y one percentage point jJı 1981-1983

i:ccrea sed their debt-servi-cing charges by $2.3 billion a yeaı,

Besi<ıes, the rising bank rate İn the united states İtself acted

a§ a povrerful ııngnet pulling in capital from various parts of the

world, above a].1 from a L,atin America toiling i-a the throeg of

iııflation, unstable and uııab le to compete with foreigı fiıms

on ilornestic rıarkets. Accoriling to vaıious sources, Ictiı
American deposits in US banks tota1 between $110 billiou and

S1?O billion. Such an uırparalJeleal outflow of resources iıom the

oountries of the region has natural.J.y pushed meny of them to

the brink of disaster,
[be Uırit ecl States has brazen§ speoulateil on its status of

a eountry rv}ıci se currency urı-Lt has been aclopted as the j_ııt erııa-

tioıral standard of value, manipulat 1n8 interest rates, rnoney

§upply. and dollar exchange-r,a te s, and even engagirıg ia dowııright
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§mugg Jıg of currency. Cne French journai. ıie scrib j_:ı5 the tricks

and dodges usetl b}/ the United Si;ates to cover i-ts vast. rnilitarl,

outlays and keep its econorny goiıg. says: i'Only a country control-

l.ing the ciollar can aff ortl such a luxury " Others bave to foot

the bil1."9
The 6enera1 crj.sis of capitalism has been exacerbatetl by

the lrıperialistst urge for boundless exlıansion, and for the expand-

ed reprortuction of the relations of doııination ancl ciepencience.

&e predatory ınoclel of the inperialist econoııy, whii is
pathologloa1 at root, canrıot eıist u]ıle ss it keeps sucklng out

more antl rnore of the 1ess clevelopeil couatrj-es ı 1ifeb1oocl ,

although they are no 1on8er capable of catering for tbe appetl-
tes of the 1eech which threatens their very survlval. Iıı vleıı
of the special. ıoJ-e of the Unlteti States i:ı this crj.sis, tbere

J_s good grouacl to say that the existi.ag oriler of thJngs in the

tlo1].ar erapire has collapseil, and that US re]-ations with what is
vlntuall;ı the rest of the capitalist world are bankrupt.

Horıever, for latin Anerica the crisls is not soneth.lng tbat
1s ex,f errıa 1 or reflected, and that wil1 take care of itgelf
1f business irnproves. The problem is not onJ-y--anci not so nug!-
that the sca]-e on whj.ch tbe reglon is bei.g plundered hae gone

beyond sorne tolerable linit. It is in iact the col}apse of a mo-

ıieI accorcliıg to which most countrles on the continent bave
been developiıg over the past decadeg.

The crisis has hit the ].,,a t in Anerican ecoaoıni es more ileeply
and keenly than dict the ilepresslon of the 193Os. Virtual§ al1

o
Le Lionde diplonıati que Eebruary ]985, p. 1

9.
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of ,ihe:r si]ff e:: trom f,:: ıoJciu_ic oco]_ir,.: j.rı lj-,Jductio:n (agarnst

the bac'lıg::ouad of the gene:ral d,:cline . Cuba alone has demorrs ira '.

ed the iıcc_ıi;;stab1: adva,ııi;,,ıges of i-bs oıtionı over the past

five ]rears, its gross sociai product groit a,'] an annua 1 avexag,

of 7.3 per ceır,b;.The crisis has also resulted from the failure
of the lıasic concepi;s of devclopioen-i; f oisted on the contiJrent.

The so-cal1ed neo-libera1. or mone,caris-l doc:,ıine. inıposed

on Argen-bina, Chile J LTIugLla},. Peru. Jarnaica and Costa Rica by

US irıpe::ialisrı ha s turned out to be an unmj.tigated disaster.
Reci pes f or an i'open econoııı7l; all-egedly helping to haı:monise tlr::

interests of the beneficiaı:ies and of the TNC§ eager to lrcoope-

ratelt ,.,Jith them ,,,rere proposed by the founders and fervent advoca-, ,

es of the Chicago Schoo1 , gmoııg them Mılton Friedman, R.A. Iüun-.

de11, II.3. Johnson and R. Goldsmith. The j_r rec onınıenda t ions inclı:,,l-

ed such I:ıeasures as unlimited freedorı of investment, tra{e and

competition, and foreign curTenc)r tranşactions, the !?mutually

c ornpl_eııeatari.ti domestic and externaI coınmodity and, especial_J.y,

financia1 markets, curtei]-ııerrt of the state sector, and cutbacks
iJr socia1 spending by privatising the respective establishraents
to make tlrerı patr, their way. In pı,actice, this meant farmi_rrg

out the econoı-nJ. to foreign capita1 and its 1ocal agents.
Very rnany f irms (and not onJ.y rra tioııa1 f irrns) , including the

largest o]1es, were unable to operate in such conditions. fhere
began in the c ountries adopting llmonetarist'l schernes a destrr].c-
tion oi industry which is altogether j_ncredj"ble in ou1 da;,.

The share of industry in Argentina's gdp declined fıorn 2f.6
per cent İa L97 4 t o 21. 6 per cent in 1982, and j_rr Chi]_e ? s, f roıı
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11 .

29.5 io 20 "2 per cenij. ııhiie enıplcyınent at Argentinian and

Chilean enterprises shrank b}, 37 per 
""^t.10

The eifect of iı,ıport ,substitut j:ıg industrialisa t ion, another

strategic econornic line; likewise had grğve consequences, for

lt actually increased, instead of decreasing, imports and depen-

dence ia iııports; the TI{C s tightened up the 1inks between their

subsidiaries and foreign technologies and §ources of supply.

The narrov,rne ss of doııestic ınarkets and the chronic balance-

of-trede deficits forned some governments to staTt subsidising

expo::ts in order to surmount the protectionist tariff barriers
j.n the in4ustrialised capitalist countries.

The ı:uling c]asses ı 1ine of having the ruraI areas in
some countrios gradually in',egrated into modert capitali§m via

the lıgreen revo].ution'! and the clevelopment of new Iands,

instead of deep-going agrarian reforms, has 1ed to a relative-
often t_. an absolute--shrinking of the domestic market§ and also
to an unprecedenied penetıation of ag:ıiculture by the TNCş.

rn the socia1 sphere" the crisis is characterised by a sharp

decline in the 1iviııg standards of broad .masses of people. Un-

employııent and partia1 employment have more than doubled every-
where, and tlıe inıpoverishnıent of tens of milJ.ions of people

within tlıe lıinf ormal sector§;? of the industrial and agriculture]
t1populetion -* hes eccelerated"

]-o

1]-

in 1e ss
i-u the

Revista de ]-a CEIAJ, No. 2J, 1984, p. 112.

fhe highly numerou§ and characteristic category of people
developed countries who are involved in economic activj.t::

1oı,ıer-order, and ınostly srnalJ--conmodity, §ector8.--Ed.
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L2.

Politica1 structures have also been deep}y affected by the

crisis. One need merely reca11 the bankruptcy of sone authorita-
rian regiııes, which relied. on the lınational securltyı' cloctrine.

Tbere has been a sharp step-up of action by the workiag nEısges,

who now have a nugh greater role to play in cie ciclirıg their
coııntriesl destinies. But the most important thing, perhaps,

has
is that tlıe crisis / shown--as never before in tbe past--that
the ra i:ı rıatershed in the current political struggle on th€

continent nıv{ runs between the pro-imperialist and the aatl-impe-
rialist fr,,rces.

Bourgeois Recipes for Enslavement

The ru ling circles of imperialisın are highly worried by

the present situation, for the tense atınosphere of cliscontent

over the exploitation and aliktat is fraught with unpredictable
consequences, and not only in the sense of possible social
er;ılosions and their po3-itical effects. Even a simple refusa].
by soııe rıa jor clebtor to pay tribute jıı ciue tine could bankıupt
one or roore major lenalers. Furthermoııe, there could ıye1l be a

eha iıı reaction whose outcome it l_s hard to anticipate. The

business barons have been tryıoe haıd to suıTnount the cıisis
ırith the sınallest possİble losses, but 1t is the future that
worries theıı most. Having ciragged I€tln Anerlca iıto ctebt-boodage
by means of dishonest ltlabouT§tı and qt the price of a crlsis,
lııperj.alism has no i:ot ent ion at aJ.l of letting go of such a
poweıful ]iıeapon. Its puı:pose is to tlale over the politically ınost
ilangerous phase and to turıı the debt iıto a chronic malaise to
be used as a handy instrument for extracting proflts and control-
ling the econony.
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'l,-Ilıen the banks were just starting to iiictate tbeir wil1 to
lndiviilua1 enterprises in the ınost developecl countries i:ı the

early tl-{entieth century, Leniı was quick to illscern the techniques

which the banks now use agaiıst any country on the globe. He

wrote: !ıfhe concentration of capital and the growth of baı-k turn-

over are ractically changing the significance of the banks.. -

IThen, however, this operation gEows to eııornou§ı dimensions, rıe

fiad that a handfu1 of monopolists suboraiinate to their wil1

aU the operations, both commerclal and industrial, of the whole

of capitalist soclety first, to ascertain exactly the finan-
cial position of the various capltalists, then to control them,

to iıfluence them by restricting or enlarging, facilitating
or hjnd.ering credits, and finalJ-y to entlrely determine their
fate..."12

A11 the TIIBg now shari.g the intenıationa]- creiiit ınarke t ln
accordaıce with the size of tbeir capital have 1ong eince banded

j:ıt o a worlci bankj-ng trust, wit]ı the Paris Club13 as j.ts legisla-
ture, anci the Inte:ınational Monetary r'und (IMF), as its executi-
ve. It is truly hard to exaggerate the role of ııSeİor Il[!'!t, ag

lt is kıoım in Latin Aınerica. It ca:ı"rie s on large-scale intelli-
gençe anal information operations to have an exact bıowledge of the

sligbtest changes in the economic or political situation of any

ilebtor country; it works out the prescriptions, plans and peremp-

tory llrec oro.,nentlat ions'' which aietermine the lot of states anal na-
t ions .

12 v.ı. Leninı Collected Works, Vo1.
13 ti.. Paris Club (or Group of Ten)

an agreenıent between the gove::nrıents of
powex§.--Ed.

pp. 2I4-2I5.
set up in 195l under
leading capitalist

lZ,

the

]-_] .

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



l.4.

The li,il' ig noıv feverishly cast jıg about for ways anai neans to
take the edge off the acute sj.tuatlon. It is now already into
a thiral round of negotiations with individual countries to ctecide

on the terr.,ıs f or settling the debt. Fearful of their clj.ents ı

becoınirıg totally insolvent, tbe banks and the IMF are, of course,
forceci to do soroething to ease their plight by defeıring tlates oi
!üayment, slj.ghtly 1owering sone intereet rates, and maki ıng ava11-
gble netı loans to pay off o1d iiebts, whenetr the debtor accepts
the ostablished rules of the game. It goes without saying that
the solution of the debt problem is not brought arıy nearer by

theşe financial and bureaucra ti-c motions, for the ciebt contınues
to go up, iastead of down. },(eanwhile, the I[,G' contlnues to
toughen up the terrns on which it agrees to nake t|conce§sion§lı to
the debtcrs and to make ava j-lable aciditional loans. Apart fıorn \

the'|custornarylt recommenclations (1mport cuts, government budget
econonJ.es, etc.) it is now rıa ki.ng politlca1, rather than econo-
mic derıancls, aınong thern rnassive §ales of state-owaed enterprises,
transfer of the exploitation of natural resources to the banks
ancl gllieaı T;lC s, introduction of new taxes, lifting of custoıns
tarif,fs, and so on.

Pİle İ,F, like other fJnancİal organisationE of the leadjrg
capttalist poıTeIg, devotes ever more tlme anii attention to woıld-
wi<ie pJ-ans for settlirıg the lesg tieveloped countrtes ı clebt. The
lmperialist schemes, as a ıule, boil tiown to takjng the debt
problem outside the framework of ctirect clashes between the
ııations and the TNBs, and turning lt int o sorne kınd of permaneatly
oPeratİııg İıternatlona1 economic factor. One sugge stion, for l_rıstan-
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15.

ce, i§ to convert the ciebts j-nt o stanaıarct intertıational boncis,
wlth the relevant settlements to be controlled, by an osten§ibly
iıdependent supranatioıal body. There are many other siınj-lar
projects, but they all have one conmon defect: theiı rıa in con-
ce ı:rı is to perpetuate the clebt-bondage and to turn lt iıto the
main instrument of financial relations between the centre and
the peıiphery of capitalism.

rt is not only the public 
'orces, 

but 81ğo the governıoents
of Latiı ,iiııerica that are coınlrıg to gee the objectives of this
super-task of ipperialİsm. The anıua 1 gegsion of the rMF ancl the
sRD in Seou1 in october 1985 decided to set up an agency to
eıısure guaıantees of security for foreİgn iıvestments ln ildtr,
ınembeı.-c ountrie s. The ciraft clecision drew sharp objectiona
froın the 1ess developeit countrieo, with the ?eıııvian cielegate
],aunching the sharpest aııd most wrathful .ttack on the uniteaı
Stqtes and the rIlıİF. Nevertheless, the lımagtergtı ınanaged to
put thıough their resolution, gl-nc e ııone country, one voteıı
does not operate within tlıe IMF, although it 1g a İaİr and noJ:rıa 1
PrinciPle of internationa1 relations. Voting rights 1n the i11l,are allocatecl according to the streıgth of, capital (rıetghted
vote), şo that the united states has alınost 20 per cent of the
vote g .
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strenEth lies in Unity

The peoples of ].,atin Americe an<l all thelr progresglve
forces are seeking their orvn solution to the crisis anit tlebt
problem. Attention everyıvhere was focused on the initlatlve
of tr'iilel Castro, who not only provid.ed the ınost convineing
proof that the ciebt was unpayable, but also lndicateci the
concrete way of erad,İ-catlng lt: the Ieader of the Cubea revolu-
tion says that j-f the aııns Tace were halted, it woulit take only
10-12 per cent of the present world. ınilitary eıpendttures to
c]-ear a]-1 of the Third Worldıs debts. let us recall that at the
28th sesslon of the tIN General Assembly La L973ı the §ovtet
Union urged, a 10 per cent recluction of the ni].ttary bualget§

of the perınanent nıeııbers of the secu:ılty council, wlth a part
Of the nıoney so seved going into a fund. for assİstance to less
developed states.

There was world-wtde public response to tbe proposal lor
tııproving lnternationaI ecanoınic rele,tlons set forth in a memo-

randum of the ussR governınent, rrhich tt put beiore the untteit
Nations in January r9B5. It says: ıı8nding the arms race, Iiqui-
ilattng nuclear and chemioaI weapons, and substanttally reaıuctng
the military eıpendi-tures cf states are the nogt reallstic and.
ef,fective source of İundg that are §o neces§.ty for the econoııic
and social needs of the ].ess developed eountıies, and. for a
solution of such global probleıns factng nankinaı as the §urııount-
lng of econonic backwardness, and. the eliıninatton of vast areas
of hunger, poverty, epidemic dişeeses

14 pr"ra., January 2E, 19S5.

ı illitergay. "14

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



There are growing ciernands in Lattn America for an end to

the IIı.[F ttiktat and protection for national sovereignty, The

rnain thing the latin American nations now need, one feels, is

unity in the face of united lmperialisın. Awareness of such

a need has been steadily growing on the continent, as wil]_

be seen, in particular, froın the f oruın held in Havang ln

August 1985 and attended. by rnore th.an 11400 dele6ates froın

broadpubliccirclesinJ7countriesoftheregion.Aıneeting
of members of par}iament from 14 ].,etin Aınerican republİcs in

Montevicieo in October 1985 likeııvise showed that the standpoints

on the debt problem and the ways of solving it are dravılng

closer together.

Another thing is of equal funportance. The ınost lrnportant

and fundaınental element of the debt problem is not the ilebt

itself but the inequitable relations under capitalisıı, ırhich

are being entrenched and compounded in every way by the impe-

rtallst moİupolies. Dhe worlit coınınunity has 1ong since formul-

ated and endorsecl the princip}es for clrafting a fundaııenta]-

docııment cleaıly expressing the iciea of establishing a new

international econoınic order, but for 1ong years the lYestern

powers have been obstrı:ctlng and sabotaging the adoptlon of

a Charter of the Economic Rights and Duties of Nations.

While the tlebt problem is not as acute in any other region

as it is in Latin America, it is perfect)-y obvious that it can-

not be solvetl withln the fraıaework of a stngle continent. the

whole Thirti li{orld, Vo]-sky sald in conclusi-on, is in need of

a raclica} restn:.cturing of internationa]- relationş.
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18.

Ke T^^,. S Discussed

The partlcipants in the round table dealt with three
main probleııs: the characterı-stic features ancı peculiartties
of the cuı:rent crisis and. lts soclal and polİtlcaI consequen-
ces; the alternative prograrnme presented by the democratlc
forces; and the tnternattona1 conditions whtch vari.ously
influence the possibility of overcoming the negati.ve factoıs.

Speakers naturally concentrated. on the external clebt,
now a real scourge on the peoples of the continent. Horever,
lt was not considered out of context, but as an organtc link
in the whole chain of elements which hact produced. the crisis.
[he debt is an lntegraI component and., s iınultaneously, a
natural product or 8 tıconcentrateal expressi.on of the crisis'',
as one speaker put it. The sharpenıng of the relattons of
domı,natıon and dependence iınposeil by lmperıaltsıı on the ıetin
Aınerican and, caribbean countries has produceti a tight knot of
the grave§t contradtctions. The d,ebt-bonaıage springs lrom the
1nner logic of capitalist d,evelopment and. its obJective hts-
torİcal trends, which inevitably gngend.er parasttloın and. specu-
lative operations on an ever wlder scale and ln ever ııgJ-ler foıms.
Hence this conclusion: the externa]- debt problen ig nelther
CaSUal, nOı tranSient. Nor is lt soııe tenporaıy ,,anomaly,, caused.
by a conjunction ol circuınstances, such ag an unfavourable
cyclical outlook. It is structural, and thst ls ıuhat determines
its place in the context of the crlsis grlpplng the continent.
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lr.

After all, speakers pointed out, if financia1 resotırces
keep belng extTacted from the nationa]- incomes to servlce the

itebt, many Latln AmeTican countries can hardly hope to carry
on eıpanded reproduction without more external borrowlng that
would sharply lncrease the debt.

The prob)-em 1s rooted. in the very nature of the present
imperlalist stage in the developrnent of world capj.talism. It ls
characterlsed., on the one hand, by TNC operatlong, and on the
other, by the fact that the loca]. bourgeolsie, priııartly the
financia]. oligarchy, cannot create (and cannot hope to introctuce)
tts own economlc development mode1 taklng account of the degree
ol depenilence and. forelgn capttal penetration lnto the §tructure
of the latin Anerican states. Indeed, most of the ıoang aTe useal

not for the needs of prod.uction, but for. speculatıve operations
ior the benefit of loca]- and foretgn financlal groups, for the
enrichınent of those tn power and. the top bureaucracy, and. also
to a laıge extent to cover the growtng ııilttary speadlng and. to
maintatn a steadily l-nf lated antl-popular represslve machtne.

The facts show that the countrl,es of tlıe conttneat are
dooıned to reııain underileveloped,, whi.le parasitlc trend,s are
running ever more strongly both in the lmperialist centres end
on the perlphery. That is the context of the external tlebt
problem, which, as speakers repeatedly st]ıegsed. in the couıse of
the d,lscussion, ts simultaneous).y the c.use and the effect of the
crisiş .
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The most essential features of these processes (with various
dtstinctions, of course) are also in evtd.ence in other regions
of the Third World, a vast zone ,.ı f the globe in which the debt

mechanisın is used as an element of the latest and. rnoşt refined
systeın of lrnperialist plund.er and ens]-aveınent of less d,eveloped

countTies. It inclucles a worsenlng of the terms of trad,e between

tbe d,ebtor countries and the imperialist powers; htgh bank

interest rates, subsequently become''floating'ı rates; artificte.1
raising of the dollarıs exchange rate; flight of capita1; and

growing military expenditures imposed. on the Third Worlci coun.b-

ries by the Unitett States under militarİstic progranmes. Al1
these factors, taken tuıgether, lead to extremes such as Latin
jmerica's converston into a net exporter of capital foT the
centres of imperlalism, the ].atter striving to malntaln the
eıistlng order of things and to perpetuate the ciebt througb
annu.al servlce payınents, thereby guaranteelng the receipt of
neocolonta]-ist profl,ts for ever. To this should be aticted the
protecttonlst rneasures (tariff and non-tartff) and the ınanipu-
lation of lnternatlona]. rnarket pri.ces to the detrlııent of count-
ries expo,ting 1ndustria1 and agricultural primary ınaterials.

The so-called lnternational cred,lt agenctes, notably the IMF
gnd the IBRD, have acted in the saıne sptrit. Whtle clatnlng to
be intermed,taries between debtors and cretittors, their actual
ııission ls to satisfy the inoritinate iınperlalist appetltes, whiıe
bolsteriag the role of ınoney-lender carte]_s like the Paris Club
or the UŞ Banks Coordination Comrnittee. A1I such agenci.es are
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21 .

eng8ged in a taeticel operatlon wİth the following objective:
to present a solld front against every inttivltiua]- tlebtor. The

1ess d.eveloped countrieg aTe forced. to accept the terms and
lladjustment prograınmes'ı whose haı.ııfu]. consequences are per-
İectly obvious. Thus, unadulterated blackınail i.s presented as

a ale§lre to ''facilltateıı the receipt of new loans in the course

of negotigtions on refinancing ancl restructurlng their alebts.

In actual fact, such new loans are entirely absorbed by

annua} intereşt paJrrırents and. rnerely go to coııpound the debt-
bond.age. To escape froın it, they 3esort to ırıore }oans,
and these carry sn ever higher price as lnterest ls capitallsed15
with the result that the debt keeps plltng up. §uch is the
technlque used. l.n the contl-nuou§ areİning of the lıatln Aınerican
countriesl lifeb1ood, and. thiş ınust be ended--once and for a]-1.

In the light of these facts, the perticipants in the round
table eıpressed cornplete agreeınent with the vleıv which l-s noı,f

beİ.ng ever ınore wiclely accepted tn the region. ft could be

suınmed up as follows: the contittions being what they are, the
debt can neither be reclaimed, nor repaid; the debt has becoıne

a po).i.tical problem, anti that ls the light in rhtch tt ınuşt be
seen; the lgtin American countries cannot hope to fincı a realts-
tic and religble way out of the'exl-sting situation, unless the
problern is closely tied ln wtth the e§tablişhnent of a new tnter-
national econonic order whose basic princlples are contalned. in
uN reso].uttonsi no tlıne must be loşt in starting a caınpatgn for
a d.eınocrattc way out of the crisls, an impetus should be given

-1
As
iiue

Ed.

debtors find theınselves unable 'to service thelr
tlme, the interest in a:ırears ls added. to the prin-debts incipa1.-
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22.

to national development, pa,ıment of the debt should be repud.ia,-

ted., and the imperialist diktat rejectecl .

It was the consensus that any realistic alternative shoulcl
corne down to the folIowing. There must be a halt to the endless
and senseIess game of '|restructuring'ı, ıtaii juslınent!t and. def er-
ment of paynent datelines, and the lllusory hopes of lower inter-
est rates must be abandoned. So long as thls game goes on-_ever],

lf its rules are changed for the better--it is impossible to
reslst tbe econoınic mechanisın which was conceived from the very
outset as an tnstrument of doınination and plunder.

The specific f orms for getting out of the. crisis ırllİ, of
coıırse, d.if fer ln each country and wl-}1 be determtneil by the
exlsting economic and political situation and other factors.
3ut the conmon element in this situatton ls-in any case-that
it i.s impossible to go on repaying the debt. Most envisage
a wrtte-off, abolitlon or cornplete cancellatlon of the entire
debt, whlle others suggest a defeıınent or a ınoratorium for a
definite perioctı §agı 10_1! yeers, upon the exptry of which
the probleın could be reconsid.ered on new and fundamental).y d.if-
ferent principles.

These could, for instance, signify a recalculatlon of the
debt, fn thls context, some fraterna1 party representattve§ d.rew
attention to the view widely accepted on the continent concerning
the need to tlraw a dlstinction between so-called. leglttmete and
illegİtimate debts (the latter lncludtng subslcltes used to
finance reactionary coup cil etat, antl-popular repression, enrich_
ınent of the ruling elite or the rewardtng of lts polittcal hangers-
on). Accordingly, the proposal 1s to und.ertake the repayınent of
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23.

the foııner and. to repud,iaı;e the latter. The concepts of ştate
and private tiebt are a]-so used. in a stmi]-ar sense. The neecl vıas

polnted out to reckon with the existence of thls clear-cut
trendı an ever greater part of tbe clebt, initially a private
one, ls belng und.erıvritten and. backed up with securities by the

state, crhi.ch for that reason has to expend vast public fund.s to
cover it.

There are ever lr.ıud.er and ırell-justified denand.s in Tıatin

Arnertcan and Caribbean count::ies that they shoultt not accept any

responsibtlity foı the obligations of financlal groups whi.ch

had used. the ]-oans for ell m€ınner of specu)-ations snd nacbi.na-

tions cutting across the national interest. ( Eveıxrone knows

tbat many monopolistic circles have been il).egatly transferring
their capltaI abroad, only to bave l"t retuıned in the. form of
ııf oreign loang|l falling as a br.ırd en on the state. These same funds

€ıre subsequently remitted abroad. once agaln.) What J-s ııore, in
vieç of the d,amage done to the econorny, these groups deserve to
have some kind of sanctions lnposed. on them by the state.

The capping of l_nterest rates, and a ban on the practice
of interest capitalisation were among the other nıeasures
proposeil. Countrles insisting oa a moratoriurn and. neç teıms
for servicing the debt intend to allocate a reasonab]-e percen-
tage of their total export Tevenue§ to neet the annuaI debt
paynents. others urgeaı the neeil to make cıebt servıcıng contın-
gent on the changing terrns ol tracıe betreen the Latin Arıerıcan
couatries and the developed. capltallst countrieg.
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It was the u.ıanimous \ıiew of the participants in the dis-
cussion that such measuIes would help ease the blood-drained

econony of the region and give it a breathing space. If this
is paralleled by international economic restructuring, the

xuthless plunder of the countTies of the continent wi1l undou.r-

tedly end. Mearİwhile, there should be no illusions that these

ıneasures will of themselves lead to the attainment of the desir--

ed level of d.evelopment and economic growth, The important bhing

is to put in the utmost effort to make them so effective that--
in strict conforrnity with national interests_they yfould provide

Latin America with the necessary export stocks. Primary atten-
tion should be given to boosting production and investrnents,

and practising thrift.
The concf,ete proposals for each country' s development bei.n1;

made by the revolutionary and progre§sive forces, it was eınpha*

sised at the round table, nece§sarily reckon with their resour*

ces and economic peculiarities. Mention was rnade, in particular,
of such possible initiatives as the cancellation of some cont-
racts concluded with the TNCs for the exploration and working

of ninera} deposits and thei-r transfer to state controI. There

wes the deınand to nationalise key sectors of production (duly

con§id.ered in each concrete case), the banking and financial
system as e whole, and foreign trade, which could becoıne more

extensive and ramified through the development of ties with ,,'he

socialist community and the non-aligned countries 
"

There was also a consid.eration of the need to introd.uce
control over prices and f ore ign-exchange operations, with a
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Dtr

sırnultaneous incrgP_se j_n l;he ,ııorking pecpie ,s real 1ıi ages., a

recluction in indirect taxes on the population, and an in-,

crease in the taxes on pror'its and iarge fortunes; an in-

c],ease of state investrnents in the sectors v,ıhich are rnost

important f or ne-i;iona) development ( industry, transport , agı-,ı--

culture, }ivestock breeding etc,); a fraıning of plans to

assist srna11 and ınidd.le enterprises _ cooperatives, etc,

In view of the state of the countryside. the progressive

forces favour agrarian ref orıns with an eye to the specific

conditions in each country" Some spoke of the need to rescind

thedecreesofthereactionarydictatorshipswhichlegalise
the nıechanism of plunder by the foreign monopolies, The

fraterna1 party representatives were at one in urging tha,ü thc

agreeırıents conclud.ed. with the IMF, the IBRD and cıed,itor

benks should, as a rule. be abrogated v/ithout delay,

The discussion also dealt with the external factors, and

in particu)-ar, the fact thet apprehensions are being voiced

in various public circles about the consequences which could

iesul]j froın the impleınentation of alternative prograrnmes, and

rnainly the two fo11owing consequences: the probable reprisals

by the creditors, and the possible complete collapse of the

entire internationa1 financia1 systeın (thus, some groups of the

Latin Aııerican borırgeoisle say that it is altogether utop,ian to

expect any comprehensive or definl"tive solution, and so prefer

to consj-der some kind of intermediate scenarios which, from

their standpoint, do not transcend the "possible").
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26.

Considering the threat of reprisais.. some speakers

stressed that a definitive solution of the prob}em d.oes not

at all slgnify an lntention to break with the ınoney_lenders.

It ınerely lmplies a foırnulation of new and acceptable prin-
clples of relattons with them tn the future, envisaging the

crediioTsı recognttion of the changed realities. and. also a

way out of the existtng situatton with due respect for the

interests of the debtors. In any case, the greedlest of the

noney-lenaıers may be expected to take hostile actj.on, and one

§hou]-al be prepared. for such a conti.ngency. Here, the task
of establishlng lnternal and external unity comes to the fore,
as Fide1 Castro put it. The broad, movement for the attainment

of such unity whlch has been gathertng momentıım on the conti-
nent ıvi]-l have to rise to 8 higher leve1 of organlsation and

coordinati,on of action. The proposa]- to set up a continenta]-

front of peop]-e§ and. governments cleserves to be given full
support. There are reaI prerequisites for fo:ming such a

front, and it could. inc]-ud.e a wid.e spectrum of social foTcesı
from the working class to groups of the boıırgeoiste outgide
the fl-nancia1 oltgarc}şr and uncommitted. beyond. recall to
foretgn ınonopoly capital.

the Latln American and caribbean countries are faced with
the need of perseve:cingly seektng way§ for solial mutua} und.er-

stand.ing. In this context, some speakers assessed. ancl noted
the positive a§pect§ of the avai]-able experience in economic

lntegratlon (I,atin American Fı.ee Trad.e Associatlon /AI,N,C,l,
latin Aınerican Econoınic system /saıı/, Andean group, Caribbean
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Community /ClnrCOll /, and Centra]_ American Common ldarket

/Mcc^/ ).There was a}so mention of the shortcomings and

clearl-y negative effects of the activity of such organtsa-

tions as, for instance, the MCCA. Yihile on the whole recog_

nlsing the iınportance of integration, the participants in the

round tabJ-e reached this conclusion: it can proceed. success-

fully only wtth the attainment of sovereignty and compl-ete

independence from iıoperialism ancl the TNCs. Elaborating on the

subject of untty, speakers pointed to the need to seek support

also beyonal the boundaries of the conttnent, and to lay more

solitl foundatlons for mutua]. understancling ııtth the non_

a).igneci noveınent and the socia}ist comınunity.

Final3-yr,the parttcipants in the cliscussion clid not ig-
nore the fact that the atınosphexe among the money-l-end.ers

d.oe§ not at a1]. testify to their unity or coheslon: there

are nıany contıadictlons between thern, and evid.ence of differ-
ent approaches to relations wlth the debtors, something that

vıas matle perfectly obvious by comparing the stand of the

Untted Ştates and that of the other caplta)-lst poııvers. Tbis

factor need§ to be taken into account and action shoulal be

taken accordingly.
When the debt was said to be a political problem, the

followlng wa§ impli-ed: service payments on the debt are

incoınpatible with the Igtln American countriesl economic

cievelopınent, in fact und.eımining their natlonal security,
and exacerbating their socia]. confllcts, which, for their
part, jeopaıdise the prospects of democratic processes because
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of the moves by extreıne right-wlng reaction. The IMF-imposeal

rıad justment prograınmes" in effect signify thgt nati-onal econonıic

planning is conducted. outside their terıitortes, which is
a gıoss traınpling of the debtor countries' sovereignty ancl inde-

pendence. It f ol].ows that a way reckoning with the Iatin
Arnerican countriesl lnterests can be found only 1f the balence

of forces ti].ts in their favour. The concrete goal here ls to

put an enci to the present credltor tactics. This can be done

only tf there is unity, concerted action and ınutua 1 understand.-

ing between a11 the states. Success in reststlng any repıession

depends on such unity and. resolve to act.
' Concernlng the possible collapse of the internattonal

financlal systen, speakers stresseal that there wecı no desire

to cause guch a collapse, but ınerely to rtti the countries of

the continent of the heavy burden that lmperlalism has imposed

on them. Those are the considerations by wblch the iiebtors are

being gulded. The questton ts: wbat are the credttors' inten_

tions? After a11, it i8 they vrho are in possession of abundant

ıesource§ that cou}il avert any dangerous degtabilisation. §very-

thlng tlepenils on whether the ınoney-)-enders have a alegire to act

ln the light of eleııentary coınmon sense.

FtdeI Castro proposed, a formula whose justtce is perfect_

ly obvious not only from the pıactical, but also from the

economic, polttlcal and. rıorg1 standpoints. The ttlea is to hgve

the accumulated debt redeemed by the countrles tn whlch the

credltoı banks are }oeated through an lnsignlficant reduction

tn the vast milİtary expenditures: these need. to be cut back
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by only 'l 2 per cent to clear the debt, Such an operation is
quite feasible, and tt will do nothing at all to burden the

l-end.ing countries' taxpayers or jeopardise thel_r security,
because--for all pTactical purposes--their defence wil1 not

suffer. Finelly, the aınount ol fund.s required for this opera_

tion 1s trııly insignificant as coınpared with the profits the

capttalist powers have extracted from the colonia)- and depend-

ent countrleg over the centuries of their domination anal

plund.er.

The participants in the round table repeatedly refeıred
to the USSRıs proposeI (outlinett tn Volsky's paper) for a

reduction in the ınilitary expenditures of the permanent ıııembers

of the UN Security Council. Speakers stresseal the exceptional"

tmportance of the step, for it was nad.e by a state vıhich--in
contrast to the iınperialist povrers_has not developed by

eıploiting the Thircl World countries. It has never received

any ciiviclend.s froın theın, and has not engaged either in diktat
or blackırıail1 but has, on the contrary, alrrays been prepared

to support the cause of their Iiberation.
trhile a 12 per cent cut in the ıntli.tary expendttures of the

ııaJoı capitalist powers would not remove the terrible threat
of war hanglng over ınankind, Fidel Cgstro. § idea c ould. be taken

up by bundreds of m1lllons of people both in the lntiustrialised
and ln the dependent countries as a powerfuJ_ §].ogan exprassing

the i<lea thst the battles for peace and for nationa]_ inclepend-

ence are tnseparable, so giving them a fresh impetus.
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30.

A movement is gathering mornentum throughout l,atia Amerıca

and the Caribbean for a realistie \ıray out of the crisis and

so]-ution of the external debt problem--and it is one of the

broadest ınovernents in the history of the region. Its victory

wiIl depend on whether the rnovement is capable of developing

its potentialities, on whether it becoınes ınassive and involves

the .ıarious social and po]-itical strata and groups. The working

pcop],e of the contlnent are stepping up thetr struggle along

these lines, and this yıil1 be seen from the large d.emonstrations

recently held against the imperialist diktat and the pol1cy of

the IMF, among them the popular uprising in the Dominican

Republic; the mass action in Peru which led to the change of

government as a result of the elections; the strike by bank

employees in Braz11 ; the nation=wide strikes in Coloınbia

(June 1985) and Bolivia (the longest in the countryt s history:
§ept ember-Oct ober 1985); the general strike and mass action
by the proletariat in Argentina deııanding a ınoratorium on debt

repayment (Aı"ıgust 1985), and a powerful nation-wide strike
(.January ].9O6); the Chilean peopleıs courageous struggle

against Pinochetl s fascist tyranny, which has applied the IMF

llrecommend.ationsll by the nastieşt and most brutal ınethod.s; and.

the Haitian people's powerfu1 burst of ind.ignation, which toppled

the blood-stained Duvalier tyranny. There was, ftnally, the

Çontinental Day of Actton against the external debt (October 23,

]-985), which waş the first successful eıperience in simultane_

ously nobilising the masses on a regional scale.
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The Cornmunists. as ever in the midst of the people, are

fully resolved to ınake their patriotic and int ernat ionali st
contribution to this struggle.
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2

DEBT İ{oosB

v. 5hch6btnin, DocLor of sciencc (Eğonoıntc5)

The for€ign debğ of Ari6, A€rıca and LrLln Anerıca haa

b6coı€ a Dregıİng ınt€rnatlonal l!,ug, Aıong Lhe nor€ urg€nb

naUğ€rg lğ rıag discutged by Lhğ l,a!€gL, 4OLh S€s€ion ot Lhe UN

Gen€raı Aag6ıbıy. Ağ ü conğgrcntre o€ Lqğin Anerlca and Lha

caribb€on tn Hovona, forcign d€bğ saa bahen up, JoinLly for

LhB fir6L bin€, by proıinenb poıı!ığiong, coi,ıunlsts and,

Radicals, Chrtştian DBIıocrabg ğnd sociaı DBnocrgğa,

In ğh9 pagğ 30 yearı tİıe 6İL3rn6ı d€bğ o§ th€ dgv€loplng

counLrı€a hağ grown by l00 tiı€6 ğo a Lrilıığn dollarsuL thg

b€qinning of l98ö. İlith ğhinğB conLınua bo dsvelop ağ Lh€

presenğ pace, earlY n€xL cğnğury th€ir exLornaı dgbc nay have

qroıın to thr€€ Lrlllion dglları.
The tloEğ all€E€g Lhğt th. trgıondoug debğ of bhe Third

tortd h6g iğ3 roott in curr€ncy nağEcrı, a changeablg €conornic

siğuaLion, and ruth ıcğlon€ and ghort-.ight€d dgcl€ions by

t<ırne Dol1blcian6 and flnğncial Lycoong. Probably, Lhgse and

oğher Einılar §acğore do ptay a rolg. However, even taken

Bogebh€r, thğy §ouıd hav€ hardıy ı€d Eo ruch d€pıorabl€

recuıt8 fo rany naLion8.
The ıaİn r€a8on ı1.5 gl89whBre. i{ith ihe collapse oF

coloniallEıı and ğhe iıroşinrı actlviEy of th€ public at lqrgg ln
Lh€ En€rEgnB counbrlgğ, lnaıtğing on gcononic and soclal
reforn€, th€ neğhanign of irıp€rlaligğ exploiLıLion could

ğonğlnue Lğ opgraE€ only by ğıriğchlng fron ğrüdiğional

colontaıi8t aethods ğğ nğo-coıonialigb ongs, by ğcedins

forBign exchangc to bhB .cononı6a of rorıcr coıoni€3 in Lh6

forı of 8ub8idı€a, loını and crediLt ğo crgabE a 8ociaı bagi8

and ctagg aıliga for ğh€ ınporialigğ forceg ğh9r6 ünd

5ubordinağe ğhr Third tlorıd'3 go§iaı and €cononic d.v€ıopnenB

Lo in!€rnaLional flnunca trğDltğl.
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Tho dobL algo EroHg b.caua€ o§ ıoıe doveloping counğrles'
invoıv€n€nt, ğhrough ıuıtınütional5, İn ıiıltary buslne.8,
ğrnğ nanufacLur€ and parLicİpatlon ın nlıltrry proEr.ıtıG of Lh.
Untted stağ68 and ottt.r ı{ATo countrleg, rıhİch fact d€pı6t.8
th€ir r€Eourc€6. Anot,h€r r€a.on b€hlnd Lh€ grorinE debğ is
gınancial 8pğculğtion€ and unproducLlve oxpendlturea by toğal
dictğğor8, corrupğ pollLıcl,anr 6nd gre€dy nouvoaurı rlch€a.
sone €rğlnatoa sh()ı, thaL onıy ğw€nğy par cğnt of ğhe foraıgn
€xchang€ r€c€ıvğd fron wıthouğ havc gong for productive
pur€uit5.

F€cip€t by ğhg InL€rnğtionaı üonetary Fund arE
o€LtnLoğiou5ıy 9rğEıırtic. ığ ıG aıı€god that d€bğ ı6 noğ

Eon€ğhing ngrı and thağ iğg advarge conaEquBnğğt ğğn ba
ğonLroıl€d by Lhrowing ğhe door wıd6 op6n to foreİgn Drlvatğ
inv€tğrnBntE and adğpğing natlonıl €cononı€ğ tğ ıulğinationaı5-
ted coııpebiğion in Lhe gxğarnal ırurk€ğ. Thr Hııvğna coİıf€r9nca
on LhB dobE i8Bu€ qualifi€d Lhİ€ ğ€ ğ toip.ğiblon bgLrıeen the
laııb and tht lion.

tlrıLing off th.9 debt ı8 ğh€ ıo5ğ radlcgl propogğı. Fid.ı
caatro ağid ğh6 Bİb€rnal debt ı*og a cünc€roua buıour, provoked
by i!ııp€riaıitn, ghich can b. rgnovad only şurgİcally. tlritlng
ofG ğhe Third torıd'a dBbt to ğha Tegğ couıd be ragarded, Lo
qu(,ğ€ Lh€ declaration adopğıd by thc Ç}rEA luııiğ in ı9gıı, "ag
conpengağion for tha danaga cougcd lhrough colonial,igL
plund€r and neocolonlalirt €ıDloiğğLlon".

The sovigt union dğ85 noğ §ail to poinE Lo öh€
interdopgndenc€ bgğir€ğn diEarıanrnt and d8v€ıo9rı€nt.

Froı a clqas vi€rrpoint, the d.valoDlng counLrleş'
p€rtigbing debt olloııe inğornationıl flnanc€ trapltal to
YioıoLE EhBır natıonoı Eovgrelgnğy and dığt6ğc ğo er€rggnğ
counğrieg whağ policl€g ğo conduct aL hoıe and abroad.

t{ıthout er6ing iEı poııer potıtiğ8, ğhe u5 hğt no§ adopğ€d
a "new atratğEy" rrhith 8oıohor, r€a9ıblar ğh€ notorious

?Tuegdav, February ll, l986
-2-
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Tueadav, F€bruary ıl, ı986

"ğarshall Plan" o€ th€ flrsL pogtıar y€ıars. Th6 c€nLral rol.
in Lhİa stralegy 18 laalgn€d Lo th€ tnğernational Eank €or
Rocon8truction and D€veıopn€nğ (IBRD) İrhich ıdould hav6 ğh€
ta8k §lthln ğh€ fraıet ork of thg a.ıı€ progranR€ rdiLh ğh€ tt F
of rend€rıng alalsğancg Lo d€bğor counLri98 witb a viBı, to
ğıtqhğly lupDorğlng t,h€ır econoıic growğh ğnd thereby avoidinE
ınt€rnal poltticaı uphgavalg ğhare rrhich ıdould be undeai,rabıe
for Lhe t gağ. The e6€€nc€ o6 Lhe İnp€rialigt €cononıc
ğxplnaıon renaına Lha 8aıel. and only th€ a€t of neans is belng
oı9anded and ıodernized.

By şay 06 r€sl,ttance eo Lhis policy. ther€ i5 a groııtng
d€tarnınağıon anc,ng ğha public o€ developing countrios ğo sgek
cardinal. dgnocratic ğt|ang€a boğh ın8id€ı th€ir counbrlB5
ğhrough th8 .EbabliEhıenL of, €ffğctiv. ıtağe controJ ov9r Lhg
rağ€ipt, and uga of forelgn ıoanğ 6nd through ıa;or reductlons
in non-Droductivc spandlnE, 6nd on ğhg rrorld ğğpltalisğ
ıarkeL. ln parğİcular, th€r6 ar€ dğnandğ f,or ğhB €ağabıithianğ
of ıı naw inL€rnationa.ı econotıic order, for the div.r€ificıığion
of Eor€ign €c9nonic linkı and 8E|Bctalıy for ch€ dgvBıoDrıenE of
ıuğuğ.ııy beneficiat ğoop€rğtıon şiğh ğhe tocial.iab counErleg.
Th.r€ ı8 aı3o ı grorring rca.ıızatlon of th€ n€€d ğo cnvlgoratg
Lh€ 8truggıc açıaınğL thg dictağc€ of ğhe inp6rığıı5t,
ıonoDolleı.

Thc sovi3t Unlon ünd th. oğh.r frağğrnal ğociallgb gEaL€tı
6rr tonvlnğinEıy derıonstrağing rrıBh thcir parFornanc€ Ltı.
9ot6ıblıtğy of accEıarağBd 9clononitr groııLh and soclal progr6sa
ıriehouğ any crir3r and uDhgavıır. on tha busis of coııplrt3
gguüıity and Ju8tica. In th.ir tradc qnd oĞononie ralatİon8
wıth Allan, Afrıtran ınd Lağin Aııerlcan staL€g, th€ aociaıtaL
countri€a display con9ıBt€ egualiğy 6nd rEğdin€€g ğo Lakı İnğo
conııdğroğ.ion a.tı Lh3 ,ugtifiGd and fglr rğquirgı9nta of thglr
9arLn.rğ. Their gynpıthy invğrlabıy ııa€ şİğh Lhe gountrlıg
Ihich ar6 advanclng aj.onE Lhı road of polİğlcal ınd€pğndBncğ
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4

and gocıaı rgnovaLlon.
sovtgL loong and cr.dığr are ıganL for thg developıgnğ of

Lhe producğivg forcea ın n3rrıy-frcc countricg and Eor ğh€

conBotİdatlon o§ Lheİr €conoııG, g€ıf-gufflcı3ncy, Lhağ ıa t,hy

Eh€ p6yıı6nb8 gyağ.ı doaE noL ı€od to th€ accunuıatİon of
d€bğ6.

our country h6a n6vcr cvaded pqrlicipaLİon ın lhB
catLı€n€nb of bha poıgnant internaLional probleng, incıuding
bhe deb! Grigi8. Thı8 can ba noLabıy gaLherod fro!ı ğho Sovlet
governnent's ı€iorandun "ınğernıığional Econoııic Securlty of
sLağ€a: . Prınary Condltlon Eor ih! Aaelıorağlon of
Inb€rnağionaı Econornit RglaLiong" §hıch şğ8 5(,rşard€d aL ğh.
€nd 06 Jğnuary Lo Lha Ut{ Secrgbary General. IL t5 noLod ln gh€

ııenoranduı ğhağ E9turlng a genuıng aetbı€ı€nL o€ Lhğ for€ign
dBbLg probı€ı lg irıpogEıbı€ ıılbhouü a draağiğ r€EıructurlnE of
inLğrnağionaı €ğonoııic relağiong on a ;usb, equıLabıe and

deııocraLic baBla. The Eovl€ğ Eovtsrnrı€nğ hag ıad9 a nunber of
concrEte proposalg aiığd ağ aasinE thg dgveloping ğounğriBs'
d€bL burdEn. Thgt€ İnğludE r6ducğion9 ln the loan and ğr€diğ
inber€şt rateg, rtğbiıizaLion of forsign oxchlnE€ ragga,
renounc€ıı€tıL of proLoğblonigL poli§i€s in trddg, raarrğngaır€nğ
of ğh€ lnLornational financial and ıon.ğary Eysb€i Hlğh dug

regard for th€ int€r68ğt of aıı gtüğgg and dcınocraLİzotlon oğ

ğh6 §inanclal lnşbituğlons opırating şiğhin ğhe frangırork of
LhğL ğytğ€n. such i! thE princıpıBd pogition of, LhĞ sovi€ğ
union.

(Prğvda, F€bruğry 1l. Abrtdged).
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E8tüşı.ilış Uıdıq ıı ,8l*l Slbtıı a,ıılııııdı 6ı t d ılışıı.
iatlı iıııılİıııııı t ıfıtİı ğıh.ı.!rİla 6aıll, bış b$ıüıi ia
i[!ıü.9ııılı ıelıaa tntuıdtığu dşıııı bııııı,ıcııılırlı tışı ıııçışı§ı1

işiuu tı* ğliatı
bo[oıdln b191ılıı|,jıııııı resşıı!ııı iullıeı$ıijtııı ılııiıı ıtı
ıgılııııtıı iıı*lıı ııı(ıırlsi boıelııı ımlgltGtaı 8ıllııırlıclıı 6tiılıriı ııtegılt tıiırıııııııısrı.ıaa!ıı ğı6öı bııı .üış
olııitııı çıiııllt§ı Cüryı ğrblııtıiı cıiırıı!ı!ı yıiıniıı lıırlrıiıı
tlıılııııııı b|,ı acaın ıc*rdtt{İt }ltşnİlı e!ıı ütüılııtı
İıl!,şıolcıialı iıılçıİ ıculııı.tğıyı s.ııçııı ğııaı rtcnıüüısüçıail l!ıılıtn vı üğılıı ıiıçınıol dtııctıl \ıılıııın ııııırcı
lcsç ıarunçılı lçrrı çıılştıi{ıü.gıriı ala 9ei gstg c.yı,ı1.8ı!ı
ı.t!Ea .liLiıt üüıl,rorıMıı ğıo*ı!ı düş9dşcılg$.üglıı !n ıüıtııı|ııİıttı Arılbr& ıı. ııratDrJıİüı ığıgı.rı.ınııı ısİİı bıruınıırıı*ülbl.ııa. bi,lı ıınıııılltı lıF}ı çıiı| Daüıd,rılbrl tılış§ı
ğİ ıoıtın ıt ırıdıİı ıın3ıılğddırııİİ üİıı$ı.ıİoıoüİ4cııttİ-
taa.löJtt §ılıııı lsıılınt ballrlar.e.Slr.

:trğı lİrrğıı clbtıtıl|şrltı claı ül,.hlıılı 6ış Dııcl.ıt ,ıılııüıı l!ıv boytıilııı ııırtlı Elıı,dıııroııllıtığlial.ı{a ğdıı ıSıeİıİıt İıt ğıııl,c6ı,tlı.i. ğıbl.cl,ı to9lıı bgıçlııı 9oo- 169q dır§.aoııııı!.;iıı yıl bu ğıı.ı.ııtaDkı lO.ıf,§ır iıcıı, ıııa boııüd8ııoılıııüııtl f.i,ıııı,ııı iııtıtıyıU,rıi tılı 4ış.tl€art püıll6t-aıı'ı 13ı-5oıııı1 btr9ıııı ııııışoılııı-u ıılı ı}Qııı üıııl,aaa 6ııı|ıüıclıh üliırboş ı,ııiğıı(ıığğ&r yııiıı $ıtlıııı aın üüşdlü§ıı!9Er'yıbını öa.ü.ı1 8ı!.b aıf bose üitıııııı.llş jlııı iorıırıibğığ*rüınad.!il. §dırrıl$İııü*ıllİ.hşıt y§ntıı ılı ılıııııı aırsı
bu ğlblıılı btı{H,ç clıı ılıi bos0lııııı ğaııbıi ılıığıı|ıııJııılİ,ıırııı ıü ıılrı. ırııarnıİüİıııır 96'ıııyıı 4elıı.lıJııtİıılı
4"ö ıilyııı dıbılYıııı{lılı.aıı 

'l 
ıl\rıı a.lır.ltı.llrıııl; e9 ıll§{olıstırı198ı!ıı iııbötııt 

^İ!{.bı bııblııın bort bı8ııııı ığı
S !E ııtıııt e *lşnı ılotııı bol4u.(yJlllştt122ı1.1985)
ı5r|a. ılış toııııııı ııı ııtr lı İııı 6aıııı8ıı1a tuğtıırrı,ıııfuı[ak.ıb v. AşJııtlE|tn lellıa 6ış tı.ııııt E ııırıırl,rü ıç§,|tııı
_. ^ ^J':Tıle&üil1ıın$rrurüirEd, bı8ııııııı rı tıta.ı.ıııı.ırıu{bıŞııı Argiİıı tıEltııtnla çciıtlğ1 ılıılııijtııl ııEııİcyııİışııtaıt.;JğııırrDğ bu ülLılosüıı d,tıırlııdı aoı.ıı ııaı ıiir!ııı ıİıtıııİılaıt|lğ ıı torçııııııl bu ğl,blıı 1rıü t§ Hı. İolüİilııı*n gatt!.tlıDül,r1

ta
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ün ılnılııı rıllıriı ttılı sltl ülbl.!ı rğııa ılt iltılıııçıeşııtıİ bİılı İtğı §ıbı3rı.o ç.-o ııı üıau.çıı }t §*,*t,tntı kıı{ıı ıaİüOııııı çıtl,ııi.l,ıplıa bıİDııi $ıışılnı*ııİdı rııtb üıİıı.ıtİa. ıtİİ rııtı (ı98r_ı9oı' ıı1 lı*ııımıı1,1 İışıııL ıİıaınıa t"tıi ,, ıııyıı. c.ıııı bühgştğr.;]ilr-*a,elıa ülİı!,eı{.ı ıııtııtıi şılaııcı Lıdl ıİonoılıl,al fı;;;Ş-ı'lnŞoıdşıı ,ıi..ıı blilı dbr ül[ılışİn Eırıııı absd,ı.İiaı tıııı,odrlalııl}ııııl hııııılıı+*ı ııı bııırıışııfur" sıııu ırııı\g.liÇıİtı Oİıı üLbl,ırİı ;İ,i.ıı.i ııi.ı aıı boışıı,ı_-ı-ıı vı tıçLııdllııı oLı bıgıılılıılııı,ruu tııiıııııı ıluılınıı.ı fıııı. ııııııçı ııbııııl-ıınyt b*ı.}ııö!r n.ııİadıı. ıödriİlrı{ 
"ı tıııı üıı-ıııl lşiı ğı*ı1l blı .l ııış olnçtııı

üollŞııt' clıa lilblŞrlıpi,tıllıt üğıJıı .bnoı{.ıEtıiı h,nıii*ılgı dıhı yıtıcı bcyutı.ıaı ıtİı!,ıa§oılıııDı1 ıİcnoılt .lonılııı\
ıd|rıil§reı..ıı lıı|b6ç ı.üw@ Ettültfı dı; ;;j"ı.L* *ıAıİılığtı yaÜıı ğısa. f,§ıİtııı tlı ııııyl ııllııı İt,ıtlııiııüıaüıit ıiıaeı.ıltııEt olıııts.Eıltlnttı elıa ltl,blııtı ıııııııı!lıbcıulııİtıiıı-]h ıııaı }İılı e{bt ğlİılııtı ııaıyİ, ısııı!ıaıı ıLtıyııııl,ıııaı rlıııı. ıtı şoı ıorlışıışİıılıiüşıill Öuıırlıgır.ıti.İtlLıııttıJagı öalıılır btı ııçıllİıaı. --------'

§ııçıa ıta.ilıl 11 iıçıaı goldlitıı ıoııı lıOtİ gılfunit alııülİılııı rıı,1,1ıı :'"rıı.sı. büyuİ Ürçüdı Lıııtlıııteı ,.r.aoa.n*ıüıtııır lıı.şz§ıııi fııııı yo iııı ,ı4.ıı ıııoı ıırrşıırlıı şt*ıııırrtışİİıa ıİoıoı{,a!,ılı rtlltıştııııcııan bıılıaılııılıııı}Aı.rtb sıışııü,iı ıeığiıı bü,üıııtlsiıı.ı{.iı tııuıış tı ıic]lıııı 6ığı,niııı,ıEı, olıııi ıüi,ııll ,üt.ıttıı.ı1 çıllçıitı cııı uııııjn ŞtliliıS alılı (lı ı*ıtlıttııııos.nıı3ıİ ıü!.tıd,rb...,;İ-a.poııt'ı kü§tğıE§ü ılıs*ı,tlııttrıtç elıı {ilİılıi aışıtnıııııbuluı{ıçıı§ıı lllbl.ıı tışı ağĞE si ıı b4ııışııı blr Etğüiıi.ıltşrcıı
EıD.rrılln Eıllçııiiı Jlıı lllşlııtn boıllului aırşığçıı ııı9lıılı iıllıııyııı &ıı-ı1 Jıal,ıEdlşag|rjjlıı, *lİİa".oodryıtıtldııtıüiıtü tıtıllııfu bt Eliılıı,ln ıbnoEıi,ıl." . ;;ş .

agır.ı olııı.nı ııgtıııilüt ğlt lııa ıloııl çıiıılııışılı tılııtıh!ı ılü poııtı\ııı, {ır.tı'"i oılııı Lıgltı.lıt ıııtııTııİlileı bağııııı.
iic ilrııtılı lııı{l tınılııırblı ,.nöıı ğılltrttı olşa ğriddjd,ıoısıl-poltüı.L ürıııtılıııİın İoıkıryırl;ı$t rıİaığ İıı tüı fığııı.ıüıtaılıl"ı eltüıt olııııiıa ııalşı-Orrşıncılo aıĞııJ.ı ulüalatıııııflilD. ışıırışbııııı ıİtlf İıtjlıı,J,;a.r-a.Jş ş;*.ıtürılıuıt? ıtı ıltıniı iııı rğııd;i ıırt ıı*uiı b,oıeıtrıçı
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Wııııİlıılbı ırııılıİt ıcltıtİılııııı !o.taı* affir.ostıı §a,l,ıılıı ılıııtı..ııı&ı!iıı üıiıı.a .Eıü; ;a.tıır." tn'ııııı, lııırricbaoıl,yl eıılıatıııg rı"tı.rt-.-il;ı'-;;.g} oı.iPtrFrnıılraı§tıııiıİı§ü 9ıııüııııı! 1r ııc§ltııü ı.* ıa Jiııaııi1ıçışoı vı *,ılilısıı ultııi ,.O"l.""yl.;;G, 
**

ıbpı*şıırıt dıılıtlıı{ı §iııİçı.İtı olıı ültılıi İıılı tııiırırıı'tılı*ı altıırk$. ,..,kİlıı ğ,ıtçılıt bnııı ," .ü.tur. ı*ııtıııaıiıılbıııg buıılııııı a+ııı ilr üırlnl,cştişlşıı.
aü loerblııeci Eııaa| loda!.ıt ıe lç91 pııtlılnl,ı D.lĞlaİriğı ıtrı ırıEi.İtıaı!İıEerulyılıııcı b9Dçıı3 ıoıEvıı {*ıarııİfı bışııı butgı ülİılıçta hoBiııİ.ıt Dısttııı.l dfl-a" ı.ghıyıı ıııııdı'ıcşııır. ğlİılır Dıfttıı!ı tııınsıı aı iı. ııınlİüİ,ü*q.a iijİ&r üİ'aıı xİıı İ9t} iı-.""oroa. b,ğ İen uJrı şsııçbırr$tbfutlıı ılısıılı oİğıod* *"* potrlİİİııı ;;;ara. ılilıf-1ıç§oı rı 8ıalçllııı. ıtı ıııİ,pl.L*.-.nıı., ."oJıt rır,ıı.*,ulııılıığtıı1 

"Ot:lu.t l.*.-*İUlalu.*t 1lıııııüı}i gşltlt ;nlrpttt tırıtl.ılıı ,i!ıği1*-L ü.ğiçli İ-a vı ı&ercılı ,ıp§,ııılıııılııılııııııı ıLeaoıü,İ irış..iıe ;*i" yıııt*lıoıril{ınıı ıhıı{dİtıe tteı!ıtİ.İ{ İ,ıtlİgııış,ıııçtııışoiloıuı ıtnıııı t ırııtııüt bııİıbpFo§ıDüuyu liıırlDğrkt lwtu.lığç Ullıİııl" ıiidıOlııt r.-t l", d,llııdliıııı {ı yeg,,nrlrıİcrıbu ülblışüıİ, .İıEodİ {.bltıtıı.jı!ı ıtİııçrı*.bıob dııı.roııl'lgİı ü.ı,İılerta bijyüt ,inıı vı *üdİ, İqıııııınııııı'ıtjıilıEıgtllı y,ıteılıı$lı Eıa.t .ırr"" to9laşıı ı;ıD.bu İİıİıı.ilü,rığ,.iıı. Jn ita lolışlı plıışiın ııgu a.t ııİııııl ııcçnır,ıııııııç Jııtııgİtıdıııı
ıı.a lişşullıTdılılaılııııııı cioıoıii lllçitlıı.{ı ıoıııltıçti;ıtıı tltşFlı ,tk'n 6alııtıştı ."ut o-.. vı ry.ulınııı.dıvlıttıı{ııiaaoılt çlİııılğtqra ıığlıınıı *ao]O.aoo ııür9ııı rrrt*. ;;'şEyın{i r.üıİrİedı!. ı -7--- -ry,s u,{rü,

§aıulüİİ!ı İP .,tj§ ır§.ı8ıüı!İ, ıİ.ı İ(ı.üıao tıııl..ııııı iı ııİg{ıüllı çıttrtl{iı tdıl ğırlloıEgı 'snJıuıı. (ıııt l9ğ5) ?Q -D*. r( ı'ıılııe 1':Bg ) tgıctıi,ııtıı vııııu. a..ıçı.r.agoı" -;;oL 
ve ıe$tii,eaü:!ıl.ıt. büYü} Şlılllıı ınptı.C;ıŞo.tu ioıışııtııı ı..ı titls ııtıııııtışlıİlıılntı dıç boı* .ö,Blüıı tırİı blş oüıtsıı.üıbt ,ıırııiaılıa!-Yıl:lırrıl tılıı polltllı§ıı bıçı§oşa öı5üülııııılııı,rıfıtııı6aııülıs 6ıttııt6.ıoJt*r bıİıı ıı.gııçıİç1 btı btçtdı gğıflıııry-ııaı lllşıiı yotlını ıılşıD ğıtııııı !ödşas üb rıtlbıııtışı§nşıqrı3.ita{a ııl1 b.Eıılılığı t "ll çnutll .ğ.Diııı. &İıtullışı 3irl4lılır1:._t 

"o, *rÖrc* berçlıı dl.*.ıiİı ğ ınıl,,ıtrıa 
'ttıtlşııri, ıııı{ı{lır 

". ,*rtilı* ııı. çıı Arııı s*ı*iıı.'ŞıııP.rrıll.ı. ı.ış: ;;;';;;* E i_rütıı.§rı!ıaııbcşçlğlğl ıo"tmüe çl*j-ll. ııtııı.l -lffiılııı 
ıııllı
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4

ıı d,l.ğlıarı .ıııı|ıııçııı:ı eııl.ı. ı.üışıııııa aıiı aılı}ı üıtiİlı
bı3lııııı ,t bE brğııı. ıaıt oıııık FlDıBidı ıillıeıı ütylü
.üsı tılıısiıtıdıııiröşlıcı.bııiıı!ıı ğıltı!ı iıgıı lğ §uıl;i ıılç
iııü bıııiı koruıı.,tllı6lııqoı {ııluıırnüilııı ıı!ırı öılıı
ınoı.düılyı nüfuıuıuı ıe bğrtıi böıüıiıüiiı ııçıaığ ııır.aııbıtıı üüılışüc uluııl ıı &ııriı ku'ıtuluş ıüııçlcrta,l ıııııııışı
ıııcı l!a;;ıııılıı blıtİı.l,ac bıtıı$ş18 Oııü.Bİır.tj,oıyıtrİıt bıısıaı
trrır ılııı yöıı vı Jtnıılıılbu şıtlişıııa ıoırıltıt ttlblıı tı!ııılr
lı atıctıhlılaıgııı g6ıtıı(;ctı

Dı1 lcıçlıı ı(ı*!ıü![ ttı 5ııdıı uluılııııııı plıtfbıılıı{ı;
- ötc Iıdıa üliı ıiıEö. 5üısıltıçt!,ıııilt0ı bu t'ıa.*ı.ıa.ti aoıırır
blıi.ı tgla b{ııi,ıL ğı.E tıı}ş7crr:{ı ılır4ıL1 pırc!ı.tıdıııııı ııiuıııırıııı'!ııı8ı ıı yctEıüıştiri.lııılış ğ6tlıoüa§ı :4ü ılıllı rıDaaı§ıı.ıı
çelışıılı3lytlııı.ga ülk İl!üıkl üıotıııly{ lııııı Lıışınııyıİı bır ttE Y.§ı.İle İılrıı:ıoıL ,oyıı ıııındı'ıf,nıauu.ıto
ıllıh tılgllıııttl rrylnloştlrıı y8aı dı olilçiu İçlalbıııç ııtı|ııı
ıİı biıı Eıtİı, oıaoıktıt.

,r-ü ıcaıo3ı.rldıoloJlhrıollttk vo pıiopı€ıdı çıtıçılııınıı çll!ııı 1 koaıınlıı{ ttrışraiıııılıyıı ı
-Dış borglırrEa a.r!ıııı!ımıa bış onııluıtırıı9ışnllıt 4aiıırıeıaırı .ıı qı§tı dı iı:,D'dlııFnpırrııtgt iilbıloırdıg boıç ıoııııum gtıaıf

tqnııııııı ycalı6a.ğıtıoi blı tutuı].ı yıi^lıçışmrtırı}c!9ıı!.ıtı tlııüylı
,a ılı kığirı ıi.liıpılıı 6ttedlıoılıı1

-i:eüşııttc olaı ütiılerıı ınpoışjllııtrcı bıltı ı:iı §lııslnı{ıllttıışı ıcraşılrrnrı sflgıcdı§ııreıl İ3lı a}o§oıit gılİşr ıaltıİın rffiy6ııüt{ı igllobtlf öıüıılıı{.t elınnııı, ıylıı blıltşl yıpılıııı rbğışıaıdıYıııgaııa 6üÇloıdtrllıııl.iİşi,tıltıt ğüsnaı' uluılııııı.ı dııır,r.t .iltŞ&llcrla deıohııtli Ye ıdılıtlt blr tııal üııı{ıitı ig8lt.a dğı.ııaü-ıİaİ,ı ıa6lınııa,.İı9ıııtııı blı ıorışlulıütıırı nu ııüışıı.{:ıD n ılİOiİd.}|,tıdıt Doııtııı,tıEı-"ı tıııüıışıııa i.tin'ıı Lııııtı şL n"ııtayırıa oıgnıl} olııab bığııiıırçüıLğ ıtlıılıuınıı tııııadııılııı.(cı.ıu6ın şıltır|tc olın ülbılırlı ckcaoılk auıt"ııııa llıhı'.ııt6tüleştlııııictı4lrı .

-iilılı ğbl üliılöı.ı. .ı(otıoü1!.}ılLıD8ı vı gı1!.şıı gşıııııü
ş öıiiıü ıdcı{ı cioıod.t-ıoıyıl ööıüş itıloııla 6eıçıLtcş tlrt lıııJ,.ı|ı1ffii,lcı{n bullııııı üİrtaao ıttsl! blr alıTlJi dhıtld.ıl.ı ııgl.ıEıı

Erstlot olıışıou bııorıılıEı n Lııılııı.yılııı§ı"rıa üıeıtlı ılıgıdı teşvli ıdllıosi. vı ğış çkanodL l1rçİ1ııı{ı
ç.ettlıdr,.ilıaaiyla clınıilıOııı

-iıoeyıltıt i;lİılıı{,a ııglııiı6ı hsıll ıg ıli .t7ısalıılı!ı6lı|,lıııiİclıa ülbılııtı üııttcl güşı.rıı gıllşıaılıırbü üıiıııüıı .!ıı.diıııırıııı*ıııı ğı4rıE.tr!ı rbıiİİlı.rıırırıır,ı 3-ı, ı.ıüıış*ı
l
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üondğy, üğy 18" 1987 voRIo-87051s-511

uNDER THE BURDEN oF "AID". IN DEBT FETTERs

Horı Neocolonialiets Ar8 Pıund3ring
DeveIoPing countries

Sh. Yaııalutdinov, cand. sc. (Econ. )

Braz j.l haB rğc€nt.ı.y anounced that it ceag"o( Payrı3nt5 of
the interest rateg on d€bta to Privat€ for€lgn banks" of th€
huge gun of Brazi].'s er(ternaı debt Privat€ foreign banks
account for 68 biıtion doltars, that ia, for about trdo-thirda
of, foroign borrolring€" Braziı hat İnforned 7oo foraign banks
of th6 deferrnent of payııents and hag proPog€d that ngıı terııg
of tha debt r€Paynent be rrorked out. Alnoat 6iıuJ.tan6ouaıy
aeven ugğt Africğn 6tat6t unit€d in th6 currency union have
ığdE ğ atatğn€nt thal th€y are unablg to repay their extgrnal
d€btğ which have reached 15 bıllion doııarg and the intereğt
rate5 on thon.

Both theE€ eventt ghorj that deveıoPıng countrİ€a hav€
found thgıns€ıvea in a financiaı İııPagt€. The h|ggtern

neocoloniali€ts thğt havB led thern lher€ caPitğlı26 on tbeir
difficult ies .

The soqrBd foroign debt hat now bgcon€ 6n acut€ Bcononic
Problern for Africa, Asia and Latin An€rica. In 1970 their
ovaraıı €xternal d€bt anounted only to 70 bllıion dollars. But
gince 1980 it hğ8 incr€a66d by 15o P€r cBnt and haş toPP€d a
trillion dollara. By the end of the c€ntury it nay r€ach thr96
triIIion,

The indebtedn€g€ of develoPing naiiong haı thr.. ıourc..
-- cğPitaligt Porr6r6, internatj.onal financiaI organizatıons
contro.],lgd by th€ ı6tter, naı€ıy, the Internatİonaı üonetary
Fund ond the International Bank for RgconEtruction and
Developnent, and ıultinatıonaı corPoration8 and bankg.

Loang 916 96n€rally accepted practlc€ in intgrgtate
€conorıic reıationg. They have Pıayed a certqin 1016 alao for
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vory oftBn donorg ınPog€ on und€rdğveloped Partn€r8 auch a
pattorn of, uging the r€c€iv€d fundg that is ori9nlBd on
turning out Productğ rühich are of ınt8re€t Priıarj.J.y for
craditors. For ingtance, earli€r practicğ.lly alI gxtgrnal
r€sourceg uere ınvgat€d in ninaral exlraction and in th€
.xPort of nin€raığ. Today. how€v9r, tha tıIgşt invests qı.o in
tho Production 8€ctora of d€veıoPıng nationE 8j,nce it hag to
tğke into .ccount th€ır requir€ıent3 and alıo the Poticy of
aocigllıt countrl,gg t hlch h6ıP th.lr İndu8trİ6ı 1zqtion. But
er€stern ınvogtor8 try to ıiıit th€ıaelv€ğ to ğhe outPut rrhlch
i5 Profitabı€ ığinıy for th6n.

The caPitaıi6t5 ke6P devising n€rj forna of neo-
co].onialiEt financiaJ, expansioni5n, alleging that r.eat6rn alal
ia rend€rğd on a trenondous gcale. Ig it ao? According to
offİcial 8tatlgtlca, th€ dğveloPing countrieg' €xternaı
financing on ı€diun- and ahort-t€rn cr€ditg grow fron 81 .4
biJ.ıion doliars in 1980 to 110-115 bit].ion doııar8 in 1985. An
iırpr€Sglv€ figure, gt first sight. Houever, adJuEt€d for
Profit r9lnvgğtıent, the unendlng 1nflation of Ucatarn
curr€nğj,€g and a groıring price 6cı€6or5, ııakj,ng ıanufactured
gooda lncreaglngly nor€ expenalve and rğw ıatcriaı8 ch€aPcr
and ch€6P9r, the rcql voluıg of a65igtance conatitut€d around
40 or 50 bj.ılion dollars in 1985. At the €aıe tln€. th€ Third
qlor.ld's €xt€rnaı debt roag f ron 4o2 to 97o b1l llon do.ı, ıar8,
currently exce€ding a triııion doılar5. cı€arıy, the debt
cıırvo goc6 up ıostly not becaug€ dev€ıoPn€nt aa8igtance Ero98,
but bocauao of an offectivg inPeriaıigt ıcchanı3ı deılgn.d to
inv99t cğPital in the dev€ıoPinE countri€5.

Thig rıechanian 1§ natth€d by a gygteı İntcnded to lrlthdraı,
Prof,ita froı ov€rg€a3 lnvegtn€nta. Ev6n if ııe take onıy
offıci5ı rıcııtern .tatıglics, fj.gure€ r,ill, tegtify ğgain8t thc
advocatea of ıroat€rn a56i€tğnce h€r€ too. In 1980 th€
davB.],opj.ng countrigg expended 71 .6 biIlion dollğ16 on debt-

5
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through a fottgring debt issue, non-equival.ent trad€ and oth.r
inğtrurı€nt5 of iııPerialist PıundBr. Currently, these loggeg
8tand at 3oo billion dollars a y€ar.

Tha exaıple of Brazil shoçs that roaistance to U€ıtarn
dicğatorlaı Practic€8 iğ grotring. Thğ sovi€t Union vi6rr8
lnt€rnat,ionaı econorni.c aecurity a5 6n urgont rrorıd iaaue. Thc
rol€vant soviBt ıgıorandurn gay8 that r€aoıving th€ d€voloPing
countri€s' d€bt i5aue cğ].15 for rgğtructuring the ıonetary
8yst6rı to 6ngur9 th€ inter€ats of aıı stat8s and naking tho
financiaJ. institutions oPerating ııithin thig systBi nore
d€nocratic. Thie ııill Pronote lhe ıntereat5 of nationg vrhlch
ırant to Progregg in conditiona of freedoı and independance.

(Pravda, }lay 16. In fulI.)

TEE nID
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Wr
f,jf 3oNDA6E T0 ]NSATIA3IE u§uRERŞ

[Iehme t Gun

CC rnember, Communist Party of Turkey

fhe capitalist world is faced ıııith the problern of the external
debt of developing eoı,ınt3ies, which is very haıd to şolve in purely
eeonomic terms.1 Their debt totals about $t trj.l1ion and is much

hlgher than th,e liııit of payability. These countries are now

tıyine to shake off the heavy burden of the ilebt as they seaıch
f,or ııa;,ş a nii mean§ of cuıing their econoııieş. Monopo§ oapitalı s

International Monetary Fund (IlvlF) anci ltor].di Benk (Internationa].

Bank for Reconstruction anii Developrıent) of,fer remedies, yet
it is precise§ their activity that i.s to blame in great neasure
for the present plight of ınany countries.

Botlı the IMF and the lıYorld 3ank aiimit the gravity of the
preğent şİtuation. Jt was not accidenta1 that at their late.st
joint annual ıncetiıg (Seoul, 1985) tbey gave prorni§es of gıanting
new credit§ an(l ailvanced lreconomic stabilısationıı prograrnıne §. on
the other hand, they voiced objections to the tıraclj.cal methoal§tı
of, running the economy used by soııe developirıg countrles. Thege
are expected to pursue an eoonomic policy conyenient for imperıal-
İgt poınıers ı transnationE1 rnonopolies gnd İnilitary business.

'f,Ihi le reconmendations of this natuıe tlisappoint more and
ınoıe those whorn they are meaıt for, both İnstitutions nentioned
above insist on continuirıg a ruinouş policy. They oplıose new
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2

trencig and would like to §ecure oompromioes benefitiag them and

to silence tbe disçontented. they lınpose on countries ilependent

on iınperialism ıeııedles ııaking for e bigger tlebt.

The economle§ of, certein countıles alleged to achieve guccess

by acting on the recoınmendattons they get are beld up as ıtexempla-

ryıt. lurlrey ııva s descrlbed as a nmodeln in thie res;ıect at the
tbe

[ııaahirıgton meeting of the IMF and / world Bank tn ].984. But
when its delegate rıet with his Brazi],ian colleagu€, the latter
said: tl\{e hqve been to}d that Braz1l was descrlbeil to you as

A
an example .tı'

At }ast yeart.g ııeeting, Turkey was again extol]-ed as an
tıetreroplarylı countıy wboşe ecanoııy is allegedly recoverirıg by

takıng the advice giveı. Aliien W. Clausen, Preeident of the
Woıld Bank, şaid that the econoııic groıth rate had lıcıeased
in countries ıhcre economiç activity in the private anti the public
c?ctoı alike wag alloı,üed freedom, as in 0u!key. How true is
that? Can the economio policy of, our regime serve aE a model?

Rernedie s 9tirg the Illness

turlıey has been affillated to the rü[F giJıce 1947, and
throughout the pagt years tbe Fund has been trying harcl to iııfluence
the development of our eountry. An acute crisiş in 1978-].979
enebled t}ıe iMFl to assume control of the situation in Tuıkey.
At that time, ouı country ıvas ehort of, foıeign exchange foı
va3ious reason§, ıuch as increased oil prlces. The trade and
balance-of-payments def,icit was up. unabie to pay off 1ts debts,
Turke1, rnet near].y all the dcınandş of the IMF. rtş reactloııary
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goveI,]ıIn6nt, which calıy in 1980 bad aecepted eeıtai:ı ıİeasuros

bıorm ag the Janu6 ıy 24 Decislons, wag removed fıorı power in a

ınilitaıy cou!ı. But the ınilitary ıegine which took over pursued

the same policy evea more obetliently.

The ILft' is always wiJ*ling to offer its memberg a progTanlne

for a tı ı,ıg1, out of, economic cıisj.s'|. The starting 9oint of the

9rogramrne is the_ balance of payments, seen as an indicator of

the depth of tho'crj.sj.s. Ilheıe the balance tro tleterioratiıg,
the Fund coneideıs it a sign of trouble and imposes its reıneclies

to ııgtabi]ise'' the şituatlon.
Fcrernoşt among the mea§ures off,ered to Turkey was the de-

valuat j.on of the J.ira, saiti to be a suıe means of graitually
iınproving the situation. The u}ira was clevaluated more than once

after 1980. As of March 25,/one itol1ar equalleil 657 liras agalnst
47 U.ıas in 1980. Although our country succeeded i.n increasirıg
exports, its balançe of peyments showed no substantlal lmprove-
nent, and the deficit still runs to several btllion ilol].ars.

Another important rDea§ure offered by Iım experts 1s to limit
consumption, rnatie out to be tbe ma 1n source of inflation. !o
this encl, Turkey was atlvised to keep wages and salaries be].ow

the leve]. of inflation, and it did ao. As a result, real wages
fell by more than half a5alnst 1r8o. Between 1980 and 1984, their
shaıe in productlon outlays dıopped from 14.7 to 9 per cent
in the private capitelist sector anal from 15.1 to 8.2 per cent
iı the zublic sector. income clistrlbution ln our c otuıtry can only
be analysed approxinatıvaly, for the state §tatistlog Institution
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keeps informatlon on it seeret. Nevertheless, alI expertsı esti-
mates indicate that l.rı the 1973-1983 period the shere of 80

per oent of the population in the national incorne decreased

noticeably whi].e that of the highest-income group, or 10 per

eent of the population, went up considerably.3

The I],IF and lurki§h aclvocates of its remedies claim that lower

IJay ıııake s it possible tb cut export cost s. Froıı what they say,

Iimited consuııption and a reduction in sales on tbe home rıarket

wi11 compel nnnufacturers to export their output and this, in
turn, wi11 imp]ıove the balance of payments. Neverthele§s, produc-

tlon coşts are not d iıninishiıg, nor has inflation been stopped.

At the same tiıne, curbs on consuınption strongly affect the liv-
lng standa::ds of wage and salary earnerg without helping in the

least to irnprovg the economj.c situation.
cuts in goveııürent spentllng ere another measule recomınended

by the IL,F. !ştı9, they tio not afJect appropriations f oı def ence

and arrnaınents, which incıeased by 15 per cent }ast year. [fhat

is meant is primarily cut' in 1nvegtments 1n the public geetor
and a reduction of the share of iniiustrial investınents. They
averaged 27 or 28 peT cent before the adoption of the January
24 Decisions and drogped to 17.6 per cent in 1984. One result
of this waş the suspension of a nunber of construction projects.
It is onl;ı soıne intiustri.es, chiefly the power iıdustry and telecoın-
ınunlcat j-ons,that went on expancling. The 1985 buttget provides for a
20 9er cent cut in appropriations for economic development.

Revealing}y, this situation causes concern even to ex-
-prenıier suleyınan Demirel, who headed the government when İt adopted

4.
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5

the January ?4 Decisioas. tllf Turkey stops industrialisation,lı
he gald in Augugt 1985, xr thiık it wiJ.1 be tragic. ?resent-day

Turke;, canıot be considered an j:ıiiustriaI country. What do we

have toda1,? Four nillion tons of steeI, 30 billion kwh of electri-
clty, 25-26 million tons of coal, 12-13 mi]-lion tons of wheat.

These iJıdices tlo not ınake Turkey an industrial country. It must

go on with intlustrialisation.tt4
The soclal neetis of the population are a further sphere af-

feoted as a con§oquence of the adoption of measures recommendeal

by the I[,iF. Goveıııment expenditures for health care, eclucation and

social gecurity have gone iiown by a gubstantia1 margin. Whereas

fornıerly medica1 service for working people cavered by the system

of,'sickness benefit was fully paid by the stgte, today patj_ents

must pay 20 per cent of the costs. Higher education was free in
the past but noıy students ınust pay tuition fees.

T.,ately the IMF-the Worlcl 3ank (luo has shown particular zeal in
pursuing a strategic goal of interrıationa1 monopoly capital, which

is to involve developirıg countrles in the world capJ.talist econom;ı

as deep§ as possible. Hence the recommenclatlon to abolish the
public sector by prtvati.sing it or at least to facllitate ttş
iıfi]-tration by transnationals. [his sector holcis an irıpoıtant
place in Turkey, where it accounts for 40 per cent of all intiust-
ılal production. §teel1 €ıı€rğ3r, oi1, and cheınicals are under
state control. state enterprises are much more powerful in terms
of concentration of procluction and capita1 as we1l as techıica1
standards. It is this gector that helps balance diver§e econoınic
f ie].cls and contributeş to further extentled reprocluction. Efforts
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I

ained at Tunning it down oı transferring it to private capltalists
or transııationalg have not been fruit]-ess. ID 1iıre with ıecom-

menöaticns of the I}ıiF and the World 3ank, a US firm is now draft-
ing a plan foı the ]lquidation of a nuııber of state-ownecl industrial
enterprlses. Tbe lıorld Bank has grantecl a $2 mil]-ion credit for
tbe purpose.

The denand that iievelopirıg countries should repee1 protection-
ist moasures, which safeguard their economies to a degree, serves
the gerne strateglc goal, if, in a somewhat clj-fferent way. To meet

thiş dernand would mean aleteıioıating the situation sti1]. further
and tuıniııg our countıy j_nt o an inperialist colorly. It is perfect-
ly elear that the lndustries of countries such as furkey cannot
clevelop on their own without applyiıg protectionist roeasures.
fhey can exist only if the hoıoe market is safeguarded. conıpetition
in any f,oım makes their gituation difftcult, and to abolish pro-
tectionist mea§ures would spe11 tlisaster. As for going to the fo-

reign ıoarket, it caı only be clone with amp1e support from the
state.

Turkişh realities bear out these conclusions. Many enteİpTise§
became bankrupt after pıoteetlonişt meagu'es had been eaged. ltor
this reason along, roughly lO per cent of the ernployed lost
tbeir jobs. Non-payment of debts hit the banks, snd §ome of thern
closecl cioııın. ],trumerous companies nergeil, anci. th j.s strengthened the
positions of big rnonopolies. Enterprises geared chiefly to supp]_y-
ing the home maıket proved unable to adapt to the new situation.
Many of them asked the state to ınake up for their 1osges, and it
allocated substantia]- funds to §oıne companıes and ceıtaiı privileged
export firms.
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Bitteı E'ıperience

f}ıe economlc policy deterınined by ree oınme ndat ions of the

I}iIF and the llorlit Bank is nearly six years old. We have said

that the Turki,sh governııent which ad.opted it was brought down

in a ınilttary coup. But Turgut 0za1_, then under-secretary at

the Prime Minlster's office, became vice-premier because. he

enjoyed the fuII- confidence and support of international and.

US capitallsts, and now be heads the government. It was he who

<Iid a good. deal for the realisation of this policy and is lar-
gely responslble for the present situation.

The economic development mode1 imposed on Turkey has

tuıned. out to be cornpletely unworkable. The ba].ance of payments

has not improved in spite of the flow of foreign exchange.

The exteınal debt went up froın $17.3 btllion ia L979 to Ü25

bil].ion early in 1985. The btggest l-eap caıne under the 0za1

cabinet, whieh repeatetlly so1l-cited foreign 1oans. In 1984

alone, the ctebt grew by S3 tllllon.
These facts invtte the question: Could. Turkey have raised

its economy by ca::rytng out the 'ıstabilisation measures'ı of the

IMF? Irrespective of dlfferences in political views, many

Turks ieeI that there is no coping with the crisis through this
kinci oi pollcy beeause it leaves the main causes of the crisis
intact and }eaalş to e genera]- deterioration in every sphere of

]-if e.

In 1980, the econoıny went through a slrımp, with output

falling by 1.1 per cent. Later yeaı:s saw a revlval but l,t was
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8.

slight. I,ast yeaı output was down again. Yııith the populatio:l
growing by one ııilllon per yeaf, we are witnessing, in effcct.
protracted, eeonomlc stagnation. Unemployment has been growing

by JOOr0O0 per yeaI and affects four million people today.
Many neır ,orker§ who replace the iiismissed are paid lower

wages than tbeir predecessors. However, the monopolies are
setlsfieci vıith the economic pol-icy of the past six years.
Research has shown 500 }eading companies to have made 55 pe::

cent more profit in 1984 notwithstanding inflation.5 Small
wonder that the monOpolieŞ support the regimet s current policy.
As tnflation unquestionably benefits them, they say outright
that they would not ltke tts rate to drop below {O per cent.

Repeated. develuations of the lj.ra led to a substanttaI
increase in eıpOrts at lower prices. At the saıne time, however,
there was soıne incTease in imports ıneeting the requirernents of
i.ndustry. Besides, the gıad.ua1 abolition of protectionist mea-

sures was accompanied, by the import of luxurie s to meet the
d.emand. of the bourgeotsie. As a result, the foreign trade d.efi-
cit showed no decrease; it tells above al} on relations with
viest European countrieş and. the united states. After easing its
protecttonist measuıes, Turkey came up against the protection-
ist baıriers of the uniteci states and. the coınrnon Market, which
cb.arge high iiutles f or its texti].es.

These iects shed, light on the unfairness of the crtteria
applied by the nuF and the World Bank. What they consider import-
ant is the balance of payments and the ability of the country
concerned. to pay its debts. This ].eaves out the key problem of
who shoulders the chief burden.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



Eoth 1nstttuttons are of the opi,nion that Turkey can re-

gularly pay pıtneİpel and tnterest on its external clebt, and

therelore they allow lt to seek new loans. They hold. it up as

an example ioı ttrecalc itrant't countries which declaıe that they

cannot repay tbelr external debt. If 1t is a questj.on of pay-

ing off olil loans by obtatning new oneş, the problem may be re-

garded as solved. 3ut this is no way to end. the econoııic crlsis.
fhis tıso].utiontı only meets the interests of a smal1 handful of

speculato]ls and ınonopoly bosses cooperating with İmperialism.

Beı;icles, the results of the years-long }ıunt for new loans to

repay earlier itebts nake thense}ves felt more and nore. In

1985, Turkey patd ioreign creditors E].5 billion, inclualing

S1.5 btllion in tnterest. Lagt year tts d.ebt stood at roughly

S25 btllton, ıhi.ch neans that the tlebt, far irom declinlng,

}ıas been ınounting i.n recent years. loans are granted on t ougher

terıns snd. ior shorter perlods. The share of short-teırn loans

in the total aııount of the external debt is 22 per cent now

agalnst 12 per cent three years ago.

It is indicative that tn 1985 the Internationa]- Finance

Corporation asşesseal Turkeyıs sol_vency as unsattsfactory and

classeii our country aıtong the ten countries owtng the biggest

external aebt.6 Turkeyıs balance of payments tends agaln to

worsen sharply, oor does lnflation drop be}ow 50 per cent. Thi§

is an obvious indtcation of the §pocrlsy of the IJIF and the

World Bank in representing Turkey 8s an ı'exemplaryll country.

What İs i.n store for our country tf the governııent abides

by its lMF-inposeit poltcy? Offlcial foı,ecasts say tlıat in the

9.
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1985-1989 perlod the tctal amount needed to service d,ebts and

pay for inports wtll rlse to S89r100 ıni.]-Iion while foreign exchange

earnlngs ıı111 only totaI $71 ı4O0 million. This mean§ that to

neet the ileİiclt, the government will have to solicit new loanı
anounting lo 817,7oo nlllton.

The Comııuntst ?arty of Tıırkey believes thet rather than

seeking new 1osoş and ıunnİng into new debts, Tıırkey shoulaı stop

serviclng 1ts eıternal debt for a time. Otheııgise orır country

ıy111 be back where it ııas in 1978 and find itself once again
aııong the count:ıles whtch tmplore the IMF to cance], the old
debt and grant iuıther loans.

It ls not only the econoıny that is strongly tnjured by

thc policy based on rec onımendations of l,nternational fuıperialtst
usurers. The milttary coup 1ecl to the strangling of democracy.

A11 protest is brutally c:ıushed. The countryts military political
depencİence on US 1mpeTialism has lncreased. Genera1 Dynamics,

a company ıepresenting the US mtlitary-ind.ustrlal cornpleı, has
secu.red. a htghly profitab}e contract for the assembly of F-15
fighters in our country. The Turklsh side wil1 have to 1nvest

$4 btlllon tn the project. The government has set up a specie3.

fund, to bolster the arms industry and. introduced. new taıes to
obtain the requİsite means. In this way, Turkey is becoming

J.nvo}ved. in the armg race in the interests of the united states
and IüATO. And ıvhlle the flow of foreign investments i.s srıaIl,
many banks, includtng US and Arab ones, which are c}osely asso-
ciated ırtth transnationels, have opened subsidiaries in our
country. It follows that the six years si.nce Turkey began to
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i l.

Need.ed ı A New Policy

A wl,cle speetrum of political forces ranging fron left
Unity, an aliganent foııned. by six J.eft parties, including the

CPT; to the ref oı'ınist Social Democrat ?opulist Party and

even tbe Correct üey lalty led in fact by gx-premier Deınirel,

take a coınmon stand on the current economic policy. They

recognise the need to reveal its failure and to evolve an

alternative econoınic prograınme. Al1 of the countıyıs anti-d.ic-
tatoniaI foıces constdeı that iınpleııentat ion of thls prograıNne

should }eed to an eıpansion of the home market and not to its
reştriction, to rapiil economlc growth and industrialisat ion and

not to curbs on investınent and production.

Trueı these forces approach the provisions of the programme

differently due to their class positions and, political vievııs.

There are those who hope that the IMF cen be persuad.ed. to agree

to a diffeıent policy or to accept neasures meeting the nationl s

inteıests. These aıe unrealistic hopes. One cannot treat the
problern of deiining econoınic poltcy as purely techntcal, ignor-
ing the influence oi l.mperlalisnı, which operates through i-ts
internattona} finaneiel organisations.

The A?T and IJeft Unity consl-tter that in evolving an econoınic

alternetive, it J.s nece§sary not to make concessions but to seek

implement diıectiveg of the IMT and the World Bank heve been

a period oİ savage sgppression, of demoeracy, preservation of

baclıııvard econornic §txuctures, and increasing dependence on

imperialism, prinarily US imperialisıı.
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l a.

agreement on the pursuit of 8n anti_impeıialist llne, the

re.stricti,on of ııonopoly 8etlvity and steps to irnprove the

working peopleı s ştandgrd. oi llvtng. These are the polnts form_

ing the basig for an alternattve economic policy, ırhich should

be carried on wtthout dtrectives from the IIVİ!' or the World Banlı.

Havlng revealed the economic picture of 0urkey, we can

gnswer the lYorlil Benk ?ıestdent Clausenı s question whether

Turkey is an eıample for developing countries. Yes, it is an

example but an entirely ilifferent one, for the case of Turkey

shows these countries the economic policy they should not

pursue.
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13.
1 For rıore iletailg, cee lıFiııancial Instrument of

Neocolonleligmıı iıı this issue.--Etl.
e Cuınhruclvct, §eptember 2', , |gB5.
,/ See S. Kesi.ıı, "A Study on Distrlbution of Incoınest',

Elig (monthly Journal), Septeııber 1985.

a gıElgılıst, Aııgust 25, L985.
t/ See A Research of the Charıber of Industry of Istanbul

on og, rr*_

5 ıvıirı iyet , JuIy 27, 1985.
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z
./

DEVELoPING CotlNTRIEs: hı THE DEBT GRoli?

A. l(ondakov. ılast€r oF sc;j.enc€ (Econonies)

Tb€ ıarger Lh€ funds rre receİva fron eı8egıhere, ttıe nore
tde hava to pay ouL ğo r€ğurn int€r€gt and Lhe principaı.
Hou€vBr, Lh€ nor€ w6 hav€ !o pay out, the nor6 ııon€y we need
Lo 9aLch up the holes ııhich hava becoıne raal crağgrs. This is
hoı, Lhe Brazilian neırtpap€r Politica describes th€ viciou.g
ciçcle of Lh€ d€veıoping eounLriğ€' for€ign d€bL. By Lh€ end
oE 1984 their debt had r€ach€d Lh€ 66Lronorı.ical toLğl oğ B95

hiİlion doıığr6 -- 3s5 billion dollars §or Agia, 360 bilıion
dolıarE for Lüğin A,ıerica, and l5Q biııion dolıar6 for AEriCğ.
w€ELern €cononiEts €EtirrğLe thağ by Lh€ b€ginning of the next
yaür, Lh€ir debt vıc,uld coıne cloge to, or exceed, a Lrillion
dolıar6. JF a perEon ğtarted cğunLing Lhit toğqı l,ith a 5FE€d
o§ a dollşr pgr gecond, il ırğuld bak€ hin 32,000 ye6r5 to
ğini€h ğhE ]ob.

Foreign dBbL i6 beconing an unb€arablg burd€n §or Lheşe
nştions, hindering their €ğc.nonic Eror.Lh. lJiLh the n€t influx
of external §inance ğo th€ €rüıergenL ğounğri65 d€cıininE irı
r€G€nL yEarg, p.ıyınBnLE in rsLı.ırn of the debL have kepl
grorrinE. In Lh€ pşEL fiv€ y€ğrs ğhB Third world'6 dgbb-
5ervişinE pğy,nBnt5 have increased by alrnoEğ 50 p€r rent and,
a5 .çorı€ B6tinaLe5 shoş, ğhis y6ğr ğhey trill corne close Lo 130

billion do.ılars as aEainaL 9 hilJion dollar6 in 1970. In Lhe
Len years to folloş Asio, Africğ and Lğtin AnErica lJill hav6
Lo r€lı§y san€ ğa0 billion dollars bo oğher nğLions.

In ı983, for ghe Eır€L tiın6 in yeğrğ, Lhe d€velopinE
counLr.i€s' d€bt-servicinE paynentE d9ürfğd the Lotıl o§ Lh€ir
,niddle-and lonE-ğ€rrı ı,oan6. A gi.ınilar Dicture t a5 in evidgnce
ıa5L yenr, rrhen thg ğrnBrgenğ caunLri€l6 9ğid clLıL 7 biııion
dollğrs norB than th€y r€c8iv€d fron obher naLions. This
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Monday. Noveınber 11. 1985 1
2

b.ıeedg AEia. Afric.ı ond Lotin Anerica aconorııcalıy, h,ith Lh€
proce68 ğssuiııing increaginEıy dangerous proport.iona. . ln thig
rray, ğh€ çgsğ'g adv€rLi6ed finşncial "aid" rgsulL§ in ğh€
recipi.€nts finding Lh€msBl.ves h€aviıy !n d€bL, şhile the USA
lnd its ğııi€E fğbuıousıy profiğ by Lhi6 arrang€IıBnL and
E,ıough th€ buık oğ Lhe profiğ5 inLo niliLarisağion.

Th€ cau885 b€hind Lhe debL cri.aiE i5 ğhe position of
inequal,ity and d€p€ndenc€ in ııhich the dev€lopinq counLrj,66
hşve §ound Lh€ns€ı.ves in the caI]iLaııEü 6€ctor oF the çorld
gc,ancrny and Lhe sel.ğ-ı=entered neocolc?niü |,lst policy of t h€
i!ıı9Eriaiists.

ApşrL Erorn the debL nocr6B. L}rer€ i6 di 6crirı j. na Lıon in
Lrad€. Thi6 nBana, firgL o§ a]t, ğh€ 9ric€ tci56gra
nanifeauing Lhaıns€lve6 in the !l€s! arbiLrarily Du6hing up thıa
priÇes of its L€chno]ogy and gorcibıy 86rıdinE doıın ğhe prices
og nin€rüLs, other raş nğt€riaıs ancl products th€ industriaı
eapiLğJ.i€L nationg irııporL fran the Thİrd Hğrıd. A guorğer of o

cBnLury açro Zoo LonnE5 oF 6ugar boughL a l80 hp bulldoger.
Today th€ d€ül rğqujres 800 t.onnğs o§ sugar. on Lh€ whol€, Lo
buy HesLern induğtridl FığnL, nogadayğ the dğv€lopinE
counğriea spend Lhree Lo four ğiıığğ ğhe quanLity oF
trğditional eı.pşrt€ cortıpr:r€d wiLh Z5 y€ar6 ago. Lıst year,
LğLin A,ııEri§ğ la8|_ a 0 biı.ıion doıl.ırE thrgugh Lhe rorE€ning
ğ€rrııs of trad€ alon€,.

The ııorid rnark6L'5 pritinE ,nEchünisİı füvourinE th6
iııp€riğuEts i5 l3oıürplen€ntBd by ınounLing protecbionisn in th€
ldğy of Lhe dewelopinq cğunLri€€' coıı,nodiLiea, durııpınE,
econonj.c blogkadeE dnd oth€r di6criıninağory practieeE r.hich
the t,gst hğ€ ınşd€ daily l€v9rage of iLs r6]ağiont with Lhe
6merg€nt countri€8.

l{ult j.nationğıs too pıunder nBr*ly-free countri€s. A dollar
inv€st€d in Lştın An€ricğ, brings us nuıLinabionats 2.5
doltdrs .in pro€.iLg. Every year thğ Lğtin Arn€ricğn 6ffiıiab€6
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of tiu.ıtınationğl E transf €r nĞğrly ıl0 bil.lion doılara in
profiL€ übro.d.

E6Labli5hğd in l945, Lh€ InLBrnat,ional Bank for
RaconEtruction and DgvEj,oprıBnL (IBRD) and the ıntBrnatianş]
ııonetary Fund (IğF), €ach of ııhich has soıne l5Q n€rıb€r-sLat€s,
ar8 insLrun€ntğ] in plund€ring Lhe eııerEenL counLries,
darnaEing Lh€ir econonıic inLer€€Ls. uN 5peciğıis€d agencieg
ğorınalıy. Lhege organi€atians ğrG, an iınporLant conELitu€nt of
the U5-çonLroll.ed fi.nanciat sysLeın ot- cap.i.ta].i6n.

It i5 Arİı€riÇa's contribution Lo Lh6 a5E€t5 of th€ IBRD and
th€ İİlF Lhşt deLerınineg US influence on Lhe ğcLi.riti€E of
bheağ orEğnisabiııng. ln the IBRD Hashinqton has norg vatBş
thğn l l8 dew€1,oping cğuntriBs. Anot,her f acr- beh.ind ADıBriğa's
poEilion oİ- ingluEnce i5 thağ ğhe ıBRD 9€r€onn€ı Çonsiğt5
ınoscıy oF U§ citizen€ and Lhe Bğnk's 9retıden! j,ğ,

Lradition!liy. an AınBr ican.
This ig alEo LruE oF Lhe IİlF ııhgre AmErica't doninant

quoLü in Lh€ atgats dBt€rıline€ l{a6hj,nglon'6 tuDr€rnacy in the
orEani5ation. As an Il1F axecutiv€ direcLor frotı Lhe dBve]oping
counLrie6 put it, ]t wilı Lğke you fiv€ y6ür€ La und€rEtan(l
what the boşrd of gğv€rnors iş Lalkins abolıL ğnd another f j.ve

lreğra io ğB€ hot, IllF Fersonnel decgive you.
A,n6ricğ'5 parL icıçal j.on ın th€56 aEencieg and aÇlrıe other

inLernğLiçnşl orqanisşLiont is ğf considerable bgn€fiğ to US

caDiğ6ı. In p8rLicrıışr, these bınks subsidis€ Lh6 U5 econony
by sivins U5 corpc,rştiona nğJor contrıı:bg. oft€n ğL €xorbıtşnt
pric€s, lor go9da nnd serviÇEE bo dev6lot)in9 t(|untriB€. Per
doilar invest€d in Lheag banks, ğhe U§ G}conony hüs rec€iv€d
Lhre€ dollars. AlEo, Aııerica'a pğrLiciFüıLion in internaLional
ginşncial argün.iEatlons h6ıp€ t.he vİhiLe HğuE€ and c'th6r
dgv€lopğd tapiLşlist p.trLngrg La charter ğ cornnon policy with
rBgşrd co Lht newıy-lrea nüüğj,onğ.

The IBRD and tha lIfF have aırrğys b€en advocştBğ oF

,}1oaday. Noveıaber l1, 1985
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irnpEriaİiğn. They have been *orking Lo Bn§orğe upon thB
dav€ıoping nğLions a nodel of econoınic Erouth Lo pronoLe th€
int€r€sLE oF inğernaLionnı financiğı cğpit,aı.

The IBRD and I}tF consLituLions say ğhat Lhe organisations
nay nat controı Lhe done5Lic aoıiciga of thE borrolr€rğ.
Hc)r.gver, th€ opDogit€ ig Lrue in r€aıiğy. In recent y€ar6 two
ğhirds of the IttF loanE Lo ğhe young staLgs hav€ b€en isau€d
on tough Doıjticaj. ünd 8conornic t€rns, often insulbing t,o the
naLionaı dıgniLy oF Lhe recipient,5 ünd incornDaLj.bl,€ vrith
th6ir status of ind€p€nd€nt staL65.

La6t yBğr soırıg 4Q deveıoping ğounbriEt had no choicB buL
to coınply ııith the ..€hock Lr€ğLrn€nğ.' pr€ğcrib€d by Lh€ IBRO
and Il'lF. (ınd9r thBir prBtsure, f or exaııple, ı,n ] ?e 4 grğz1l
cşrriec{ out 7? ınini, -d evaı uğLian ğ, şith inFİğtion havinq groıın
dra,naLj,caı]y ğ5 ğ r€Euıb. on Lhe I}1F'5 inaisLEnce. the
Brğziıian gov€rıııent sl,ushecl dorın ş ıııde ronqe oF subsidies.
ı/İh.ich also s€nt pric€E up. thEir qroııLh hğvinE nDproch€d ı00
per cent lagL year. Th6 uncQntraılEd grorrLh of pri.]€€ pluE
FğııE in reşl wageg h6ve ınğçl€ lhe social situalion in
Argentina t€n€B.

Ex9eriençe 5hohrs Lhağ Lhe debtors shouıd not expect
€avours fron the t€sLBrn u6t.ırerEi r€ğorting Lo Ean96ğ€r-Jike
pracğices. }lore lnd ,ıorğ dEv8tcıDing nations rgJect,
inLBrnaLi,onğl finşnciğl, crpit,aı'§ efForğ€ to expos€ Lhen t,o
pr€ı€Eur€ LucLicş. At Lhe 7th conr€r€nc€ of parıiarı€nbariğnE
€ron Lğtin AııBrica and thğ EEç (j,n ıray ı9sş in Brozil),
Brozilian President Jose sarney said ğhat çarEiEn d€bt couıd
noğ be rgLurn€d it Lh€ pric€ of hunger and poverby. speakins
in thıİ ciLy of Trulilto, P€ruvian Pr€sidenğ A]ğn Garcia aa.id
ğhat the P€ruvj.an govarnııanL's ınain duty is to ils p€o9l€. H€
qdded LhİtL he irğ5 elected president by ğhe P€ruvianE, not by
I}tF officiaıE. We şill noL l,iY€ on our kn€eE for ğ hğndful Of
dolıars in €xchange, hB Eaid.

üondqv. Novenber 11. 198q
-4-
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ılor€ and fior€ €ın€rg€nt counLri€€ stand for )oint action tıy
the debLors. A ınalor eıı€nL lras a ğrğd€ union con§erence of
Latin Atıerica and the Caribbean in July. Ağt,6nded by ov€r l9O
tradB unions fro!ı 29 counbries, the conference calt€d on Lh6
g(]v€rn,n6nğE o[ Lhe rogion to f,orııulate a conrıon stand of ğh€
dBbtorğ ğo n€goLiaL€ çiLtı Lhe lres,L6rn bonks and int€rnational
financj,aı ıngtituLiong and staLed its regol,uLe support for
the nov6g ğj,rrıed to refuse to pay their debL. LaLin
Aıneri.ca'g strivj.ng for unity againşt iJest€rn dj.kLaL gas
iıluEtrşLed by 6 ,n€€ting in Havanü,h€ıd, soon aftgr lhs Lrşda
unicrn conf€r€nt€, o§ ı,aOı 5tşt.gğtnEn, 9ol,iticj.ans and publiu-
p€rEonğliLige froıı 33 countriB§ o§ Lağin Aneriğa 6nd Lh€
caribbEan. who dj,scusE€d Lhg debt isşue.

D€v€ıışping counbriB€ incr€asingıy realize an acut€ n€€d
to cloE€ Lhg rınks 5or a ]oint rebuff ğo t,hg in9€riati5L
piunder€r6.

(!çu_d, Octobe. 17. ln ru]l.)

,
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FOLK S|NGER RUHl SU ALSO FELL VlCTlM TO THE STATE TERROR

_ ^^ l!il. Yılinaz Gğney, prize-winner '?alme dbı" of lhe l982 Cannes Film Festival who died on Septembeı 9,
ı984 in exile, was being commemorated on the occasion of the fi§l anniversary of hjs death. the peoble ofTur.
keY weıe de_eply distressed,oı September 22, l985, by the news ofanother distinguished artist's paİsin! away.

.Like Güney, 73"yeaı old Ruhi Su, most enıinent folk singer of Turkey, has been a victim 6f thc-repreision
carried out by the Turkish regime.

_ I|e sgff9ı9ğ for a long time from cancer and his doctors declared that he should be hospitalized in Germany.
But üe Turki§h_ Govemment, disre_gaıding the medical reports, refused until two monthİago to cleliver him'a
PassPjrt. Recently, on th€ Protest of some German personaJities his passport was d€livered, bui it was too late...

Ruhi Su was bom in Van in l9l 2 and graduated from the Ankaİa Sİate Conservatory in 1942 and was disıin.
guished as one of tlıe best sing€rs of the st;te opera. lle was ıaken under arresı in l952 due ıo his poliıical vicws
and sentenced to a 5.year imprisonment.

. After his ıelease, he tolally committed himsetf lo Turkish folk music and had a world wide fame. His highest
aim was to universalize the Turkish foIk music. He is esteemed by alI Tuıkish modern sin8ers as their mastel.

His funeral was attended in Istanbul by more than five thousand persons and turn;d into a pIotest malch a-
8ainst the repression. The poIice arrested about l5O Persons.

oRDEAL oF Azlz NEslN

The Turkish Government still refuses deliveıing a passport also to Aziz Nesin, renowned humorist and Chair_
man of lhe Tuıkish Writers' Union. Rec€ntly, he waa invitea by the National Union of Journalists (NUJ) of Britain
to a clos€d conference on the Media in Turkey to be he|d in Lnndon on October l3, l985.

_ _sinc€_the government does not allow him to go abroad, Aziz Nesin sent a lettei to Geneıal Evren and decIaı.
ed that, if his leıter is not answered until s€Pıember l, he would be obliged to inform ıhe NUJ oı ttıe aruitlary
attitude of the Turkish authorities.

_Hit by an heart attack in 1983, Aziz Nesin had alıeady demand€d a pas§port in order to go to the United sta.
tes for a suıgical opeıation, but that demand has also becn refused.

_ 73_.year _old Nesin js.still being tİied aı the tfial agailst S9^intellectuals accused of sending a potition to the
'?re§ident ofthe Republic". (See: Bulletin No, l05.106).
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Is) demaıded 8 radics.l cha!8o in tho gygtom 6mpıoy-
ed iı determining tho İato of incİeas6 in tbc miniınum
wago aıd called foı 6ı incfrrase of aımost ı l0 pğc€ııt
while the govefnmğıt ald emPıoy€(s' rcpr€contativB
weıo calling fot aı incroasg paİ8ıloı to th8 in6e8so İate
in salaıits of ciYiı sorvants, thu3 sn üğ€as9 of 40 pc.

Tho rate of inçİ3ase wu§ 8dopt9d, foiıowİng ıong
ıogociations, as 68.8 ı pcTcent.

Tlıo ngt 9ıo of the old minimum çagg wrs TL
16,996 which haıdly coy§t?d 29.6 pğccrıt of a .l-
peİson family's food expoıdituİc totaııiDg to TL
57 ,368.

Th6 ıet sum of the now monthly mialmum wog8
is TL 2? ,87 5 and it is aıso Yery faİ &om cov€tiıg the
foıosoon food exp€ııütum§.

Accoıding to a suw€y pubıished by üe Tiıİkis.h
Daily News, on Augu* 23, ı9E5, thoİolation botwoen
the gro§s nıini!ıum w8€ie and tho montüly pct capit8
ilcomo has duvoloppod sinco 1982 to ths d9trimont
of waggoarnsİ8:

The recont İopıy of Geneıaı Evren to Euİopean
paııiaİneıtaİy institutions §uch as the Council of Eu-
İopo and thg Euİopsan Paİli8ment which have undet-
ı ıöd tbat aıı anın€sty to all polftical pİisoners is a
pİçİequi§it€ of the amelioİation of Tuİco-Euİopoaı
ıoııüons has b€6rr a ıough "No!"

ln hj§ much pubücized ıatiıcnsl addı€s to maİk
tho c,pcııing of the.Turkish Naüonal Assombly, oı
soptomb3İ ı, ı 985, the GeıEraı-Pİesident §aid discusj
sion§ on an amnosty in the couıtİy aİo a humanitariaı
8rstuİe, but addod: "Amnesties bas€d on Poıitical in-
toİest ınd stİatogios caıı§ed a ıot of haİm in Turi<oy iı
tho past. we have lud much exp€dcnco,.. I beıiEvo that
tho Tııİkish Paİıiament wiıı tnorc tİıe ıuling pıopa.
g8nda madğ in favoı of üose who committod cİimes
which aıo mğ|tlonBd in Aıticle ı 4 of tho Trırki§h
con§titutbn, namoly üose wİro hıvo commftted
çİimos against tho sole exirtencs of the §tate.''

EyrEn, r€minding that a ca6pai8n is being caİriod
out i.[ tlg country and abİoad foİ ıifting capital punisb
molt said: "I wonder why tlıese Euıopean paıliamen-
t8İiang nwsİ maı(o §lıch pİopos8.ls to the Unitod states
oı the ussR and otheı sociaıist couDtriss. I should
confcsE that I am havİne a haİd timo undetstandiıg
tİre ıoğc bohind such PIopo38ıs. we must nevor forget
that morc than 5,500 peopıe diod duİing the noaı civil
wü iı Tuıksy during tlo turbuteırt days.''

Accoİdin8ıy, Pıiıno Minjstoı Tuİgut ozaı, aİtoİ
his ıetıım fİom the Uı.itod statoE dscıaİed on soP
tomboİ ı9 tlat his paİty h8d nevğ pıomi§ed aıy p€f-
8on to gnnt an amnosty foİ poıiticsı prisoneİs. ."}vhy
do you considoı then as tho victims of destiny? Ar€
we rgsponŞibıe foı tİeiı iınprisonm€nt? Tho amnesty
ir6lıo shouıd not bö made tho §ııbject of Poıeünics,'' ho
§aid-

As foı üe left-wİng opPosition, both thg Social
Pgoı"c"y Party (soDEP) and üe Populist Paİty
(Hp) tıeücve amnosty has bocomo a ıecossiğ ıiue to
rapid sociaı chango, disordoİ in the economic 8tructuİe,
the oxbaoıdingİy hi8h numb€İ ofpoütical oouıt cases,
nne,tisfactory conditions in prisoiıs 8nd death ponaı-
tie6-

Both paıtios havö set up a joiıt commi§§oı on
tho annosty que§tion. Fotıowiog tb6 woİks of the
commi§ion, tho 8poke§maı said on septombor 5 taat
thc commisdon wouıd ploposo amn*ty for crimes
convicted up to August 8, 1985. He §aid death s€rı-
tonces_ drould be reduc.ed to 30 ye€İs impİison ıent
aıd lif€ i.ınprisonment to 2.1 y€ars. Tbo dıaft pıoposal
stiprrıates that ıo inv€sticatio; u,ill bo made on poiiüo
aı "crimos" tiabto to lGyeaıs imprisonment, ani thosc
sonteıced foİ l o year§ oİ ı6s§ will b€ pıİdoned.

Alüough the two ıeft wing paİti€s havc a con§i-
doİable ma§s sİıpport snd th6jİ cİedibiıity has ıatheı
ingaasec §inc€ th€y announced that thoy wiıt unitc in
a sinğo sociıldcmccrat paİty, in thc 4oGs€at Nation-
al A§ombıy onıy üc HP is reprcs€nted with ı ı3
deputieg rı,hü. th€ two right-wing partiog 8ıe holding
an absoıute mdority rvith 265 dcputics. Banıcd to
participato in th6 ıast l€gj§taıiYe cıoctions, thc soDEP
has no deputy in th9 Assembty. Therefore, tho 8nact-
m_ent of an amnosty lau/ conforming to the proposal
of the two ıeft-wing paıties seos veıy difficutt. -

YEARS Minimuıı
ş/aç (TL)

Peİ capita
lncome (TL)

Rat6 Gc)

l9E l
l982
ı983
l984
!985

ı0,000
ı6,200
ı6,200
24,525
24,525

l2,40o
l5,? ı 6
20,244
31,625
46,248

63.ı
t03.ı
80.0
17.5
53.0

ALABM|NG EcoNoMlc DATA

Thc oECD anııounced that tbo rate of intlation
foı the last 12 months iı Ttıtkoy ttıcütd /ı0.6 pG ııd
thst tho pİico |n.8oısoı fot tbo fiııt half of ı985 yotıt
up by 22,5 poİcerıt.

Tiırkey had ths higüed üıİlıtioa ıato anong tho
memb6ı coııntrio§ of the OECD u,ith a rato of 40.6 pc
whilo lceland was the second with a İrte of 3ı.ı pc.
This fuuıc was 22.5 pc in Portugal

Poİ a botter ilıu§tİation of tho inİlıtion in Tlııkoy,
wo ğe ıoproducing beıow üı tabıo appeaİod iı tho
Tuık.i§h Daiıy Neıı,s of Augud 2l, l985:

ı980 ı985

Av?ra8o dıiıy wa8g .

su8aİ (ı Kc)......
choe§c (1 r,g). ....
Rica(ıIq). . . . . . .

Olivo oil (lKe) ....

..TL.426.96 ,... .TL ı,790
(s 8.93) (t 3.37)

..TL. 16.50 .......TL l75
($ 0,35) (s 0.33)

.. TL.ı20.00 ..... TL ı,200
($ 2.50) ($ 2.26)

. . TL. 30.00 .. .. .. .7L3ı0
(§ 0.63) ($ 0.58)

.. Tı.. 80.00 ...,.. İL79o

coNTRoVERsY oN THE lvllNlMUlıvl WAGE

A ş€ciaı coınİıi§sioo convgning unde8 th€ chair-
ma$üip of l"abouİ Mİıi§tc! Mu§tafa Kaıemıi hff dacid-
ed to İaisc tho minimum §/ago in Tııİkey, sftsİ a 3-
y6aİ intğvaı, ftom gıos of TL24,s25 toTL4ı,4oo.

Tbg Turkish Lıbour Unions Confodoıation (Tüİk-

Bmf (l Kg)
($ 1,67) (s ı,50)

IL200.00.....LTt,200
(§ 4.18) (ş 2.26,

Waüing maclıino. , .TL .L1,25o.w . , . ,TL l50,0o0
(t 486) ($ 283)

Rofİboİatoı, . . . . .TL25,o0o.00. .. . .TL ı60,000
(s 523) ($ 302)

oYen...........TLl7,0o0.00..... TL98,500
(s 356) (§ ı85)

§hog. .. ... .....TL.ı,?00.00... ... TL8ı500
(s 35) (t ı6)

cotton batisto (ı Ks). . TL.40.00 TL2t0
(s 0.t4) (ı 0.40)

Fteırood(ı Kd. . . ., x1,.700,00 .. .. . TL5,6z5
(s t4) (§ ı0.5)

Etoad (l Kg)........ TL, |2.'l7 . . .. . . ,TL l50
($ 0.26) (ı 0.2E)
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ozal's GoYernmont has leceatıy ta.ken a §oİies gf
economi, measure§ dosigned İo furth€r "tlghtcn" the
cuİİert stİiğt monetary poİicy İuling thc economy.
Acaoİding to thg new package of measures:

- The banks will sot theit owı foıcign exchaıgg
İatos without aıy testdction fıom tho Csntİaı BanL

- Inteİest İates flave beon incİeased foİ loa!ı-toİm
depo§its aıd loweıod for üort-term ones. Fot one-
yoaİ timo depoüits, the inteİest late lras begn i.Dcıeas.
ed fİom 45 pc to 56 pc.

Economic O(peİts said t]ıe measuİes signaı an
ıdmission by +.he govsrnmçnt that tbe inflation rate
wiu İem8in 1bove the 50 pc maİk by üe 6nd of l985.

on tho othel hand, Tuıkey's foıoign trado deficit
foı tııe {iİst half of 1985 stood at $ ı.38 biıtion, an
incroase of 6.6 pc compaİod to the fiıst six moıths of
l984.

Expons iı the fiİst hatf of l985 incıeased by only
3.ı pc compaİgd to the saİseperiod in ı984andıeach-
cd § 3.64 billion. ıınports in the fİst half of 1985
weııt up by 4 pc compared to tİıe samĞ period ıa§t
yeaı, aıd §tood at $ 5.0l bilüoı. Foreign trade deficit
in thg İiıst hal{ of l984 was $ ı.29 biıüoı.

As foı the incİeas€ in nationaı income, the aveİago
of last s-y€aİ peİiod ıogistsıed a faıt compargd ploced-
ing thİe8 s-yeaİ periods of plaıniıg. The comparod
Iates of the growth and the inflation for past 22 yoa$
as follows:

Peıiods of Plaıning cIowth llato Inflation

Io{o,Tfiik, E. ! 07 - p.3

.240 miııion doııaİs annuaüy. l,/eİe signod in 1983 aıd
ı 984, The latest agıeemeıt expİed in Apİiı this yoaİ.

D€spite th€ said declaİation of ozaı, thğ plannin8
of the Thıkish economy süıı depeı:d§ mainıy oı the
dircctives of the IİdF, on §€ptembeİ 5, aı lMF doı€g-
aüon of five aİİiYed at Anka:a for İeşlowiııg Tutkey's
4mnonıy and holding taıks in vaİious economic circlcs.
During the taıks, tbe majcl i§rue oıı thc agetda şa§
the imputs ıoüıiıired foİ the IMF anıual rgport oı
Tüıkoy's econoıy. Aiİbougiı Tuİl(ey will not §i8n a
new sta,ıdby agieement wiıh the n F, th6 İepoıt to
be dİxçn up by the 5-man rıi§siorı wiu be tho princiP
aı indicatol fol ıho ixteİlüfonıl money-lmding instı
trıtions aı:d banl:s to dctglnıiıe theiİ cİedit poıicy to-
vraİd§ Tuİkey.

Th6 !İı{F sc:retriat ılld its ?ntliü De§k wefe
vğy satis{!€d oJ the Tuıkish pfffcİmaıce betweon
l980 and 1984: "Tuİ](ey ıi]anaged to improve it§ ba-
ıance of paymeıts dcficit ccnsid3İabıy; dgbt-s€r9iğing
continued accoıcing to §chedui!"' Lı thiş İegaİd, Ttrİ-
key was termed by th3 ı!,!F'-jİe only success in the
whole of the dçvelopDing rvoİld, "As such, Ti:rkey was
tho ü9iıg pıoof of hcv an IlrlF-§pon§oıed st8bility
pıo8İamm6 saved a cour,. try fıom neıİ bankİuptcy and
con§erted it into r higl{, ıeİiablo onc with a very good
cİedit standing. "

Dut tlİs ç,a8 onıy 8 r :rt of tile stoIy. Tho ijnploYe-
ment in th6 bal?.ıcJ cf p,,) -::]nt pİoıre:n also owed a
great doal to a sub3ta:iaial cilt i!1 foıeiln cuırency pay-
ineats at the c.st oi a d:c;'ı: iı gıoıvth mj indushia}
ization ard to a cc:npjlra:i,ig gİori-th in expoİts as a
İesult of the hear,7 p;eı:,rıe buüt ırp on donjostic
demaıd,

Vieşed fıom ıL9,: e]:g1.1, tire T,':ıidslı mifacli]
stemm€d frora ccoııo:ıjc ( oıtraation and İece§§ioı"
Unenıployment ıvas up fİot:l 8n oxİ§iing higİı of ı6 po
to 20 pc. Tho holıe iiıat fcİ?irTı c3p:taı inşestmont
wouıd bs ihe ıifc-§av€r has L:e:r still-born. Tho private
sector i§ not of thg cali5er i.c fi![ ai], Yıcur:n crcatod
by the pubüç sectoI. Th9 ,bs in intercst İatos aıd
inflation *-eıe enougıi to parııyzo thü} Tu:ki§h bu§iness
commrnity rviüch iıas ıoig t:;n a.xrı3t^!iıed to easy
means of çh9lp çİecits.

?he Iı{F is al§c t]5hapıy about üo ıatheİ sıoppy
way in ıı,hirh econo[li:c decisıons aİe iai(on. Like many
obserycüs, tııe Fıınd beİoves ına,_-lı isıpoltant deci§ions
a!ç taken oıi the §p.t withor:t durc çonsideİation foİ
tIı9 ıongei-teİm oİ ıııgeı-scale iıı.piication.

Tho ozaı goverİ.,::ant seeIn§ to bıYe adopted the
Korcan model as su§eltcd by lht IMF, but tİo mod-
el i§ not fu!ıy apiııoc.''atcd, sa,; a high-ıaıkiıg F\ınd
official. He notcs iı paİiicuıal thıt 2liiiough it is a
ıiboİal economy, the aruth Kolean deci§ion-making
ploce§s is hieily ce:r;ralized and tconomio refoİms
üğe §ere i»itiited at tıc ,!rn§j İcots and in thğ bank-
ing syjteüı, iı a maınr ıenıiniscent of a nıfionaliza-
tion opeİatiorı. As fcı Ti::hoy, the baıking sectoİ
slems to be totaıly oui of contloı.

},,1oleover, thc easy days foI ü indebted Tuİkey
havs alİeady gnded. AccordiDg to a §chedule anıouno
ed in the Tulki§h pıess, Turkoy wi!,l bo obıiged to servo
tho follo,*tng dcbt-p3ymelt§ in the coming s-yeaİ
peİiod:

2,600 mijlic:l § Lı l9E5
2,337 nil]Lı § 1ı l9S5
2,429 ınillioıı § Lı l9Ji'
2,4l4 milüon $ ni l988
2,074 nıillion $ in 1989
§y'haieveı thc te;it to bo djawı-ı up by the lirF

mis§ion, it is now cl--a: thıt tİro cıassicnl IMF approaclı
wilı,not lü9 eDou;i] to solYo ?uİkey's ecoıomic and
finaıcial p;ob!enıs.

.l,.

l963.61
1968-12
l9,13-77
! 98 ı-85

pc S.2
pc |1.2
pc 2|.6
pc 38.3

TUBKEY,S DEBTS |NCREASE

Turk€y's short teİm debts in the fiİ§t haifof 1985
rose 8.8 pc to 4.90 billion dollaıs fıom 4.5l bi]lion at
the eıd of ı984, a rcport pİopaıed by the centIaı
Bank shoved.

Th6 İeport, foı circulation to iİt€riıational bank§,
said totaı dobts, includjng ıoaıs fİom tlr6 Intemational
I|tloıetary Fund, İo§e ı.7 pc to 21.68 biuion doııaİs in
the fitst half fıom 2 l .3 2 bitlion at tiıe end of last yoaı.

Irng aıd medium-term debt§ fetı to t6.?7 bil
ıion doılars in tbe six months fıom ı6.82 biluon at
the end of Decombeı, accorcing to the repoıt.

The İeport also üorved ı l2.3 pc fall fu Tuıkey's
fotgign exchaDgo Icservcs in thg füst six nıonths t,
3.90 biııion at the erıd of l984.

Tuıkey still keeps tho 6th tank aınoıg tlıe nost
indgbted countries aİtel Bıazil (1O0 bitlion dollaıs),
Moxico (96 billion), Aİgentin (48.4 bilıion), Venozuet-
la (35 billion) and thü Phüppiİes (26 bituon).

Prcmicr Tulgut ozaı disclosed on scptcmb€r ı6
that Tlırkey does not pıan to sign a new §teıdby agreğ
ment with the IIfF, Thg Proıni€İ's declantion was in
coıt act witlı receıt officiaı stat€mtnts. ın Aulrast,
DE)uty Pİemiet Kaya Erdgm said a ıew agİoomeıt
was stiı boing pıanned. o?al said consultations will
rcntiıue with the Fund, lvith İMF team§ payirg Yisits
to Turkoy once oİ twicc a y,:aİ, ..But other than this,
a stnndby is out of question".

Turkey's fiı§t staııdby agİeemont witıı thc IMF
wa§ signgd iı 1978 ııhen the country ça§ in seYele
İiıaıçiaı çrisis, ulablğ to seryico its forüj,t'gn dgbts of
aİound ı5 billioı dcılaİs and to import nec€s§aİy
goods to ke€p its jndtı§i"r}, functioıing. l'urkey İeceiv-
ed ı.65 biılion dolıaİ§ in ıo8ns ftom the Fuııd in tht
t978-82 peıiod. Yeaİıy standby agleon-ıents, İroyjding

pc 6-6
pc 7.1
pc 6.4
pc 4.5
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ACCORD FOR NUKE PLANT İN TURKEYFoRE|GN CAP|TAL DBoPs ıN 1985

lncoming foİ€ign capital in the fİst haıf of ths
yeaİ totalıed 138,5 million dollaıs. TLis indicatos a
si8rificant dgcline of 6t.l pc \ühen compeıed cdth
the conespondiıg p6iod last yeaİ.

ı82 foİei8n compaıiss üst wanted to invest in
Turkey rveİe given pcrmission by üo state Pıanning
oİganization. How€veİ, sPo authoıities ıepoıteıt ibai
last yoal l04 foİeign coq:nanies brought iı a total of
355.9 müion dollars tfuough üefu iıvdstgı€,tlts.

The sPo stat€d th3t 95. ı mİıtion doıla$ of the
totaı capüaı wüı bc used in fiıandng nerv invesİnents.
A sectoraı bıe8kdowD of the foroi8n capitaı ttow is
suıımriz€d as foııow:

Fertiıizoı lndustİy: . . . 42 miııion sFood-dıinks: . . . . . . . 20 miuion s
Tcuıistı §octoİ:. .... t2.9 mitıion $

. _ 
Cheıııical-müıing, iıoı and ste€ı; . .ı4.5 miıtion§

As foİ the ori8in of tho invcstod capitıti
UsA: E.9 miılion by 2ı İiİms
RFA: 7.4 milıion by 24 firms
England: l7.4 million by t 2 firms
swii,zoİıand; 8.9 m lion by 2l İirms
Iiolland: 8,7 million by t t finls
Lan: ı.7 milıioa by 16 Eİms
Fraıce; 6,2 ınlllbn by 4 fiıms
saudi Aİabia: 3,9 oiuion bl, 5 fiİms
Bulgaıia: 2.2 million by on€ firm
9enıııaık: 6.9 ınillion by 2 fiıms
Syria: 1.1 million by l5 fiıms
whae the totd now of foİoign capitaı fİorn 1954

to 1980 was oıty 228.1 ınillion dollars, in last five
y€aİ3 th€ aranuaı foİ6i€ı inve,stm9r.t registeıed n con-
sidrabıo ıise bec8use of the adoption oi a new foıeign
ınYestm€nt policy by tho Govğİnmont:

|?80.... .97million 3ı98l,... .338 millioı Sı9E2.... .t6?miııbn s!983.... .ıo3miuion sı984.... 207 ınillion $
In first 4-yeaİ period,64 pc of the total foToign

investm€rıt was financed by non-güarantJed tade aI-
Ioaİs, whiçh cannot b€ a Ieal foıeign capitdı investment.
_ Among üo foıe(gı fiııDs inyesting in Tuıkoy aıe

aı§o: Ameİican Fİprcss, Baycİ, Bt!c, -ap, 
cııasa iıau.

hattan Ba!k, ciba-Gei8y, Citybanİ,'oub tü46ditğrre
nöo, llirn!ğ-Benz, Fiıt, Ggnsral Eıectric, Foıd, Gooıl-
y€€İ, Henkeı,Jloochts, Inteİnationaı İlsıvesteı, ılaN,
Yr_.""lP, Merclı. Mobjl, Nestlö, Noıüeın'Pfizer,
Phiii.ls, ltolli, Renault, Hoffmaı-La Roche, SanOoİj
§holl, Siomens, Thyssen, Unilevoı, Uniıoyat anj
§/yeth.

_ obserring tlıe ıec6nt dğcıine in th6 foroian capitaı
trow to Tuİkgy, tıı€ Ttııkiih Govcınmeıt conctuded aıow agİ€omeıt with the U§A on Juty 16, 1985 iı
wasİıin8ton, covaıing various lnıaİant8o clauses foı U§
buaıı€ssmea wantinE to invest in Turkey.

4*rjıı"g to the f!İ€emenı, Us capital to be jn-
Ye$od in Tlıİk6y ııill not bc ''ıaüonalİed'. tvith thc
'excaption foı public int?ıest'', US tusinos ıvUl noİ
faco addition9ı paper work İoıating to inve§tmgİts
and Us banks will make the money tran$eı at once
aırd no adütional tax wiıl be impos€d on this. Vhat is
1]g!, lhe agıooment al§o gu3Ialtrros tbe socuİity of
Us bu§inc§saıen iD caso of ..distuİıranç.es.'.

._ Jh9 daiıv c\ırnhuİiyet of Jlrty t8 report8d that
tho budnessmon of fivc otbçı counıfies \yil! aIso begıanted §amg 8uaİanteos in futuİe.

Eaılioı, on }lırch t ı, t985, thc council of Minıs
tels b8d ahpady d€cİecd a ıeduction of üe t;rx on
iEpoİted ci8aİettes aıd atchooı iı otder to speod up
tho floıı of foıgign capita!.

, The Tırıkish Eıectriğity Boaıd and tho Atomic
Eneıgy of caıada Limitcd §igned on Au8ust ı4 a
Pİoıiminaİy ac€oİd forüe..con§tructiorı, maıagomont
and tüortr conYeİ§ion to Türkiü ownoıüip'' of Tuı-
koy's ftst nucıeaİ pbnt in the Mediteıİsıean coastaı
aroa of Akkuyu.

IJıitiaııy Tİıİkey lıoıd taıks ş"ith a swi§r liİm iı
ı980 about coıstİucting the fİst Ducıeaİ poıf,oİ pıant.
Than in t983 u,hen the tatks faiıed, T\ırkoy siaıted
negotiatiıg a deaı ürith tbree diffoİ§nt foİoign com-
p8ıies and finrlıy conc|udĞd a8ıoemoıt withlug ca.
n3diaİı one.

A joint coİlpaay wilı bo set up betwoon two sidos
wiü an iııitial capital of l25 million dollos. A coa-
§ortium led by ACEL wiıı own 60 pc of üo shaıeı
wbjı€ the Tiıİki§h Eıectricity Boaİd has 40 pc.

Tbe joiıt ye,ıtuİe wiıı compıete constİuction of
the ptant and tİrsn, manag€ it for ı 5 ygars. Aftoİ thi§
peIiod, ownel§hip of the pıant -üitt be h8ıdod ov€r to
the Turkish Eıectricüy Boaİd.

The 665 megawatt İ€actor viıı produco 4 biuion
i<ilowatt hours of electriçit_w aİnu8lıy.

PROSECUTlON OF WORKERS

on August 20, th6 Turkjsh Coatmining Adminiı
ftation started an inYestigation against onc thousaıd
miners who ca.rried out an açtion agaİnst tho pİoton8-
ation of thoi, woılı.ing houıs. zo out ot tııcm ııaı,e ai
ready bo€n subjocted to a onğday w8go aııt as a dig
clpunary measuıe.

cn the otheİ haıd, on June 4, seventeen trade
uıion officials w€İe sümmoned to a poıico station in
Ankaİa and iİterrogatod in İetatioı yith tho doctaİa-
üoİ mado by tho le8doİ of the co!İect w8y Psrty
(DYP), Hütı,nettın clıdoruk, duıing tıslı vısii to tni
partJ, sEat.

The tıacO unionists aıe acoısed of having disıe,
gaİded the Law on Ttade uaions which baıs all colüı
boİation betweğn trade uııjons aİrd political paİti€s,

ILo,s !\,ARN lNGS To TuRKEY

'Lo 
,epİcscntative, Jobn Murray spea_king at 1

tıade union semin3ı in Tfıbzon, on August 16; said:
"TlıIkey is a part of ths Western Woıtd. Tho ıules of
this ıvoİld contain broad |ıbor rights. Turkoy'§ ac€otı
tance in_ tho f1estem woİıd is Po§ibıe onİy trıough
tho positive opinions of intcrnaüonıI oıgınizations
such as ILo on tho existenca of ıaboI ri8İt! in this
countİy. Tuİkey canıot impİovo its İg|atio;§ wfth the
Comtnon Markct, Euıopeaı PaıIiameıt, oı tho Coun-
cil of Europe, if ILo does not tecognrg the gxistenco
of thesc ri8hts."

. __ _Accotdjıg to the daiıy ]ıfrrıle, of sept8mbğ 2,
1985, the lıtemational l.aboı Oıgaıizgüo; has waI;
ed ei8ht tim€s the Tulkisb goveİom€nt that it shouıd
lespect üade union İight§.

BH lBERY coNcERNtNG F_16 PURcHAsEs

_ _ Aııcgations of bİibory concğnjng tbe F_l6 jet
ııgileİs purchas€s havo gore aİound in conDection
with Ex€oneİaı Tahsin Sıhinkaya, formaı member of
the militeİy junta and command€İ of the Tlırkish Ai,
Foıce.

Afteİ a !on8 peİiod of baıgaiıing, ths Tuİkisb
gojgİİunent had da.ided on septBrnb€İ 7, t983 to
§eığct the F-t 6 Fıying FaJcon 8§ tho fightoİ it wiıt co-
ınanufactuıe with Gonetaı Dynamics. Thg contact
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coveİs assembıing aıd co,manufactuıing 160 plane§ at
ao estimatgd cost of 4.2 billion dollaıs. The losö?s of
the İato weİe F-ı8 of McDoınB!ı Dougııs and F-xo
Tige$balk of Noıtbİop.

oıı June 25, 1985, Gensıal Evıen laid thG found-
ation of the F. l 6 jet frghier 9ngine plant in Eskisehİ.

A few ı},€eks ıateİ, tho foİmer vico-pıesideıt of
the Gsıeral Dy!ıamics. Mİ. Talis vglotis reveaıed in
an intcrvi9ır, to ths Tffkİ§iı Eaily Mııliyet dated Juıy
ı ı that the company had ğven a brib€ of TL i2.5 bil-
ıiıcn to some top officials in Tulkgy in oİdeİ to get
th€ affaiİ, but he did not givc the namcs of th€ bİibed
pğnp!ıs.

Hoş.oYel, the U§ magaziıe Tize, on November
t4, ı983, had aıIeady mentioned the ıame of Geneıal
sahioi?y3 as one of tııe bıibed psısons and quaıified
him as the "one of tle ten richest army geııerals of
the world."

Thou€h ths opposition ciİcles asked that the state
Council oİ Inspection should take up thg matteı as
the }üeüo§t autoıity iı this field, the Provisionaı Aİti-
cle No. ı 5 of thc constitution dİawn up by the mütary
junta forbids aıy ıegat investigation oı action against
any decisions ot measuİes wh8tsoeveİ taken by the
Councü of National §ecuİity (the miıitary junta).

Justice !,{inist€İ Necat Eıdem said that allegations
of bİilgry conce.nıinE the F-ı6 issue may bc inYestig-
atod if parliam€nt decide§ to ıift provisional Alticle 1 § .

_ But Paİliament, because of tlte prej:ure coming
fıom Geneıal Evren, caınot act accordingly and th;
bribed Geneml Tahsin sa,hinkaya §tiır keop; his titıe
of "Memb€r of thg Pİe§idential couııcil.'.

lnfo,Ttirk, E.l0? - p.5

oYAK has tumed in a ve,ry sİıoİt time in to a mam-
nouü finııcşholding. oYAK climbed to lstb rank
6mong the 500 bigEgst compınies of Ttııksy in ı 983.

The receıt me9ting of oYAK, chüed by the
Nıtional Defence t!İinisteİ and attend€d by the chi€f
of c€neİaı staff and oth€r high-İarıking commandgİ§,
was heıd bahiıd the dooıs cıosed to the press.

MlL|TARY PACT REVlS|oN WıTH USA

The Turkish cov€rnm€nt asked, on soptsmbeİ
l7, 1985, for a lovisiotr cf the dcfenso and oconomic
coopeİation pact with the United §tatcs.

The s-yeaI Tuİco.American Defeıse and Eco-
nomic cooporation A8İeemeıt (DECA) j§ sçhgduled to
oxpiİe on Decembğ ı8. iJndğ the pağt, the Unitod
§tatcs has kq. facilitits on man ba§es across Tuıkey
incıuding a big aiİ base in rnciİıik neaİ the southeİn
city of Adana and many ıi§tening posts gathğing iı-
telligence irom the §oviet Union.

ln ı,etuın, Tuıkey gets gıants and loaıx of ş,hich
thg sum fol 1985 was 879 milı,ion dolıaı§. But th§
Tıırki§h sidg says tho amount is insuffiçiğnt, Ank8İa
also wants moıe help in mod€İnizin8 tbe oütdated
equipment used by ths TuIkish Almy and techıoıogy
tlansfer.

Duİing the talks on reYision, tho United §tates
lvill ıeque§t facüties fıom Tu[key foİ it§ Rapid DeP
loyment Foıco.

on the oth€ı hald, aı Amğicaı analyst, witıiam
M. Aıkin cIaimed, in his aİticıe appeaİed in thc '.8uı-
letin of the Atomic scionti§ts", that tbg United §tıtes
has aIıeady ptaced lts nucl€ar forces in Tuıkey on a
stanby aled status §imiıaİ to th8t ofıandbased mi§§iıes
and B-52 bonıbers at homc.

As evidonce, the Institute for Poıicy studies İğ
sgaİcheİ cited an octobeı 1983 ..munitions buııetiı''
pubı!§höd b)- tho Headquadeİg of Us Air Foıc€§ İn
Eıuop€.

The publication said the U§ nuclea, weapons
mission in Tiırkey "is ;n an agİessiv9 growth stage'' an
and that it§ fouİ munitions support §quadİons ..aİe

açtiv€ıy pursuiıg İesumption of al€İt.''
Thg articıc §aid 1he United stat6s stoİes ..§ome

500 şaıhead§ iı Tüıkey, and 3s many as 3OO of them
aıe bombs for aiıcıalt."

"U§ nucloar bombs aI9 stoİed at four Tuİkish aiİ.
basos -Eskisehi, Müded, tnciıüt and Balıkosiı- foı
use by four l'urkish Air Force units. Rc§ımPtion of
'aıBrte' iı Ttrrkcy means that aİcraft theIe aİe ıoad8d
with nuclsaİ bombs in peacetime aııd aİo İoady to
stİike tar8et§ in the §oviet Union.''

Arkin added that opeEtion§ at the only Us com-
bat airbase in the countİy, at inciİıik, ..havo incİea§ed
significaıtly §iıco ihe signing of a 1980 Defeıso and
Economic Coopeıation Agİeement... auowing aD in-
clgase in th€ nurnbeİ of aircTafı as§igned to tncfuıik
fİom I8 to 36."

PRoFlTs oF Tl]E ARMY HoLDlİ{G {oYAK)
The 25th Geneıaı Councit meetinc of oYAK

(Aİmed Foıces Muti.ıaı As§istance Foundaüoıi was
held on May 3ı, !9B5 in Ankala. According to the
fİnancial ıepoıt prcs€ıted by the Chaiımaı Ğöımüs,
de§pİtg_ üıo tecent economic stagnation in Turkoy,
oYAK's pİofitabüity İete cıimbed to t 30 pc in 198'4
atıd the foundation di§tİibuted a pıofiıslıaıe of 42.4
pc t9 it§ aıl membeİs in aİmy unjfoİm,

.oYAK, accoding to thcleport, i§ cuİİeıtly giving
service to its membcıs thıough 20 diffeıeni aıın!
d€partment stoİes. The anruai tumoYer of these stoİ;
lose to TL l0.2 bilıion in 1984 .,ııhiıe it was TL 6.3
billioı in 1983.

oYAK was foundJd 22 yeaİs ago \rith tiro contİi-
butions of arııy officeıs ınd NCos, appaİontly foI
pİovidın8 tı€m with suppıenentary social bgnefits.
But the 5 pc cut off fıom the salııiis totalling rıp 20
miııion dotlaİ a year pushed army chicfs tci in;e§t
oYAl('s enormous fund§ iı industIiai and commeIcial
ventures. Thanks to its colhboİation with foİgign
companics sıch as Renault, lntcmationat-Haıvestİ.ı,
_Good-Year and lVobil Oit in aıtomohüe, petıo-chomj
icdl, tiİes aıd casıed food industlics and in tourism.

STATE TERPOR

who, in theiİ view, dots not obsgrYo the noıal noıms,
ind, sub§equc.otly, can keep üis person in custody
foİ 24 houts duİing which he has t;bc füed.
__ Tlıe daily cumııuiyet of soptembeı ıo İ€port§
the aIı€5t of a coupIe who was appıehendod by a pcı
l jcerıin wlıil(} th6y wele §fuoıting at sea §hoİe in
the night.

.l..

MAN_HUNTING BY THE PoLlcE

Foııowing tııo enactment of thc La§ on Police's
pow9İs, police ageıts haYe launch€d a man-huııtjıg
against thosg whom they gonsidcr '.imrıolaı''.
. . Undsİ thi§ new ıaw, ıoıicg agents lvhile boing on
duty oİ i! tbeit spare timc, can appİeh€nd 
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Accoİding to thg sane daİy, oır soptembeİ 9 in
Ank ıa, a policeman §hot dead a str€ethawkoı on
the pİetext that he had aitompted to escapc althougİı
he wa§ ordeİed to stop.

Agaiıı in Aıığİa, a gİoup of medicaı doctoİs
weİe takgD to the poıice statjon cı the ch2ıgc of drink-
iıg beoı in &ont of a pub.

on septemb€İ l0, in lzmİ, a mcotaııy ha_,ıdicaF
pçd porson ıamed Aİınıet o;üD was bİııtaıly beatcn
by a policoman ,fho su§pectcd hiıı of boing .'dıunk''
because of lü abnormsı bohaviouı.

Info-Tfuk, E.l07 - p.6

Tts same law aıso €nsuİcs that a dmouncğ, if
neod bo, wiıl b€ncfit from fİee osthsticaı §ıIgory or

. will be givon a now ide.ıtity caıd boaring a diffeİ8nt
name and sont cbIoad,

ToLL oF THE Oi,ERATloN lN KURDISTAN

As ı€portğd in the pıeceding issuo, acıording to o
commuıique of the Tuıkiü cenerat staff, datod
Augu§t ı6, ı985, the total numbeİ of tlıose kiıled in
arm€d cla&\os since August ı5, 1984 amounts to 2t6
including 97 l(uldish mütants, 56 military and po
licemen, and 63 civilian§.

'|ye ıİo giviİg below other dstafu concorning the
ıniıitary opoıation carİied out in tbe Tuİkjsh Kuİdis-
ta, in tho same Pgriod:cnptured.nilitalts. .........309

Idcntüied and waIıt8d . . . 64I
Kuıdiü 8t.acks. . .. . , ...,..l02
seize.] arms:
Pisto]s 836
Machingguns.. ..
Rifleş.........

ALL clTlzENs To BE FlLEo
ozal's Govsİnmont has staİted a ngw pncticc

with tho viow of ıeiıfoıcing Po[ce stato and cnıaİg-
ing İoPİa3§ive aİs6n8ı against the adveİssİios of thg
rsgime.

Accotding to the dıiıy Qlmhudyet of A[gğst 14,
on tho oİder of üa ılinistry of ıntoriof, headmeı of
35,268 viıla8es of Tiııkoy hıvo begun to fite all iü&
bitants of thelı ıocality. '[hcse files consi§t, amon8
otheıs, of infoİmation conceİning the poıiticaı ten
deıcy and ideoloğcal choice of each iıhabitant- llead-
men ıre chaıged to oblige the concerned person to
si8n ııis lile, aıd to send onc copy to üe Gendaİmcry
of th6 viııage. ThE sccond copy wilt be kept in the oi-
fıce of the beadm€n.

on tho otİıet hand, the Justic€ lfinistd Necat Eı-
dem announced on August 9 that the judicial İocold
of oach citizsn wiu be computorlzed in otder to ac-
c€le|rat6 üg pİoces§ of iıvestigation.

ORDEAL OF LAWYERS

oı the occa§ioı of tİe staİt of üe judiciat yeaİ,
tho ctı3irma-.ı of tho Union of Tııki§h Bar Associations,
Teoman Evren decıaıcd o §cptombeı 2 that'furkiü
dofondİng coun§oıs are §ystomaticaııy prevoııted from
dofending thoit clienl.s.

Accoıding to Eyren:
- At mütaİy tribunaıs ot state §€qıİit, coults,

dofence attom€y§ cr.n b6 oxpelıed fİom the hecİing
ıoom on a simpıe deci§ion of the judgs.

- Durin8 pİeliminary iıvg§tigation, defendants ale
not ıııowed to see theiİ lawyoıs. ın political cases. on
investigaHon goes on foı months and cven foT years.
Doprİved of a!ıy po§siblo contact with exte-rioİ, the
defendant csn easiıy bc subjected to iortuıo and foıc-
ed to sign aıy depo§itioır cİawn up by tIre policc.

_ Alı ıawyeİ§ who assurne tho defence of politicai
pİisotıeıs alc coDsiderod "suşoct'' by jud.igial cutİol-
iths. There aİe many ıawyeİs w]ıo hal.e b€en indicted
during tİials for thg d€cıaİstions that thcy mıde in
dofenco of thoir clients.

Evıon said on t!]i§ occaiion that tLis situation is
ıot compatible with univeıs8ı convgntioıs on human
İı'chts.

330 nEPENTANT PR lsoNEPs
Accoİding to a declaİation of the Justice Ministeİ

Necat Eıdem, 330 pİi§ongrs çondeııned by mi]itary
couİts foİ "crirnes agaiıst the stato'' havc benofitted
fıom the "Iıw on R€pcntancc" rr.hich is ı"t foİcc until
§eptembot ı ı.

Adopted on May 7 by the Paıliament foı a 4-
mmtlr peiod, thi§ law. named commoıly ''i,ew on
sa€ı&§", stipulated tire acquittaı of the pıispners 8c-
cıı§6d of non-vioıent "crimgs a8ainst the state'' if
üey denounce thöi, comtıde§. Foİ the denounceİs
ilho had Aommitt€d Yiolgnço acts, ttıe ııw §tipulıt€d
a ıeductioı of irunjshmont,

. . . . . .8
.......860

. . . . . . .. . . .. ıı

. . . . . . . . . . . ı57
Automatic İifl6§ .. . . ..
llatd gıonades .......
Aııtttank rniıes

^nt!,poısonal 
mines

Rocket launch-eİs.

43
48

§maıl arms. _.. _47,314
.2

Tri]als a8ainst Küİdi§h nıiıitants:
_Thc Eİuh tıiaı took 98 pd§ons of ghom l0

woİe cond€mned to capitaı puni§hmont, one to üfğ
Prison and 38 others to diffğont t€rms up to 24 years.

- §emdiıü ambush tİiaı staİted u.ith ı2 dofond-
ants.

- sason tİiaı wiİh 90 defsndaıts
- cıkuıova tıiaı ıvith 16 dofoıdaots.
Recently, on §eptember ı ı, 23 Kırrdisb militants

weİo brought beforo a military tİibunal in Diyaİbakır
foİ haYing participsted in an armed attack made bypkk in §emdinli.

İeceı., opeİations;
From Augu§t ı s untit septombeİ t 2, tüe Trıİki§rı

prcss aİü.Douncod the folloıeing op€Gtions in Rurd-
istaı:

3.E, Kurdish militants Slıot doad an aİmy offic€İ
and five cls in the district of Sason of Silrt pıovince.
sane day, at the viııagg of (arahasaıtı in Kaİs prov-
ince, a peasant was maclıin*gurıned by Kurdish miıit-
alts in a rotaıiation foI denunciation.

4.9. iıl the provinc€ of Hakkaİı ı ı Kuİdish
nıilitant§ woıe artested a§ thğy w€ro nonotating Tuİk-
ey thıough ltanjan bordeİ.

7.8, a Kuıdish müt8nt was shot dead in tho dis-
trict of Ge,nc iı tsingöl pıoviıce.

9.6, sgcuıity foıc€§ ınnounced ıhat they captur-
ed ı5 of thç xurdish nıiıitants who had attackod
many foıcign tourist ğoüps on the slopes of thg AI+,
Iat ııountain.

16.8. in Hakkali, tho car of tho toçaı poıica chiof
was machine-günncd by Ifuİdish mütants and a po-
licemaı rvas 6ııvtly woun4od.

l7.8,§ix mo!6 l(uİdish nıiütants were captutod
on the sıopes of the AraIat liountoin.

25.8. in 
^3I1, 

6 s}mpathizers of the Kuİdish or-ganizıtioı TKSP w€r€ are§ted.
26.8, the diltriğt of §iınak of Siiıt ptoı,iıco, two

Gls wer€ §hot dead duıiıg aı aımed ctash with Ku;di§n
miıitants.

l ı.9, dutıtıg another cla§!ı at catak in van prov-
irı.o, two ıiuİdish mititants weİe shot to death by
s8cufity foİce§ which, fcr ıhcİ paİt, ıost a Gt.

.l-
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The dimon§ions of tho armed tlaües in kuIdi§tan
aı€ 8otting moıe and moİe cıalmirıg foı Anküa.
Receıİıy, the Aİmsd forces, with the oim of better
prcpaİin8 their units foı furtııcr swecping opcİ3tions,
staİt€d on §optembeİ 4, ı985 a big miıitary exeİcica
in the l\ııkish kuıdistan, These cxeıcices rvoıe at-
tond€d by geneİal Evten hiınself as wolı a§ the chief
of ceneral starf Necdet Urug, tlr€ Nationaı Dofonce
Mini§tcİ Yavuztiıİk and aü conımandeş of thg Aİİny.

"THE TURKlsH GENEHAL STAFF LlEs..."

on th6 otheı hond, ths kuıdistan committec in
Paİis isrred on August 28 a pİess communique in
vhich it declaıed: "Tbe Tiııkish Genetal Stsff which
has been sül9nt untiı now on tbe wü deveıoping in
Kurdistan, di§tortod in its pİess ıeleaso aıı fact§ con-
cerniıg oae-yeaı Period of actionş, military op€ra-
tions, ağc§ts eDd a§assinations,

"Aıl actioİ§ caİricd out in thiE peIiod hayc becn
ıed by thc HRl( (Libeıation Unity of Kurdist0n),
founded on Augusİ ı5, l984. Today it exi§ts on ı tino
of l0o0 bıometers, frcm §emdinli 8nd Yüksekova (in
the pİoYince of Hakkari) up to N.oİd-Çr'est, passing
thİou8h §oıılh-west, whsİe İioİc€ coınbats aİe being
caıri€d oı . The folloıving cities arg in th.is fuiting
zoıe: llakkari, Siiıt, Bitlis, Maıdin, Van,llu;, Bingöl,
Diyaıbakıı, Etazıg Uıfa, Adrr.aman, Kaİ§, Agİı and
Dersiİn (Tunc€!i).

'ln aıl" ı t 7 attacks, ambush€§ and cıashe§ have
occurgd and 402 mütary, poüGemea, guaİds aİd hi8b-
ranking offcials (of whom 30 pc 8rç Army officers
oİ Ncos) haYe b€on sİıot dead and ı 88 othors wound.
ed iD the§ğ op€İaüons.

"ı30 Tutkis} Gİ§ have b€cn captuİed, They hıve
b€şn İ6le€§ed ıat6ı on, aftgİ being disaİmed.

"46 woıl-known dğnounceı, have be€ı punbhod
by d6ath,"

EUROPEAN RAD|CALS EXPELLED

on August 8, fouı membeıs of tho European R&
dical Party who made a donıonstration iı Ankara
w€ıe aİrestod by poıi$ and expeued towaId thg Fğ
deİaı R9püblic of Germaıy. The ıtaliaı deputy cian-
fıanco §p3dacçia and ııis tfuec ftionds cameto Ttıık$y
in tho fİamswoİk of a caİnpai8n startcd by tho Euİ().,
pgan Radicaı Party q,;1h thc viclv of dıawing atten-
tioa to tho "hoıoc8uste of ouı cra" oı the cccasion of
the antriveİsaİy of Hiİo§hima. This paİty olgnnized on
tho sarne day otheI denon§tİstions in twoıwe capital
citi9s of th8 wolıd as wcıl as in tlre oastem and western
sections of Bsİıin .

OTHER RECENT AR RESTS

ı3.8, in Kayseİi, ı6 peİsons 8rİested on the chaİ-
go of hıving m8d9 clıadestin woık foı 6 diffeİent left
nıing oıgaıiıations.

16.8, at Kozaklı, N.evsehiı, 12 pre§umed militants
of a ı9ft-wing oğanization lveİg aİİosted.

26.8, poıico aİIestsd 20 ıoft-wing perso ns in Bursa.
7.9,in ıstanbuı, 24 peİsons weıG alİcsted foİ

hsging attemptod to ıeoİganize ths Rovotutionary
Unton of the Poopıe (DİID).

ı1.9,in ıstanbuı, l0 miütants of thc KuIdish
movoment Ala Rızgaİi aıd 20 of TKP/LIL weİc aİ-
rested by poıice.

lnfo,Tüık, E.107 - p.7

NEW TR|AL AGA|NST TslP

The miıitory pro§scutoİ of lst8nbuı opeııed a
now legal-pıoceeding agaiıst l 6 ınembers of the Sociaf
i§t \Yoİkers' Paıty of Tuıkgy (TSIP), gı soptomboİ
l0, 1985. T§ll' was onğ of the legal §ociaıist paİtios
prioİ to tb6 miıit8İy coup d'Etıt a!ıd cıos8d dowı by
tho mütary.

Tho dofaıdants aİ9 ac4used of having ıed com-
munist and pİo.§ovict activities on the diıoctiyss of
the paİty ıeade§ gxüed in Eutopg.

Each defendınt faces a ıGy€aİ pri§on toİm,
on the otheİ hınd, on August 16, fifteen Ptssrım-

çd mütants of üe Revolutionaıy vanguaıds of th€
Pcople (DHo) weİe bİought bofors a mütrİy tibun-
Jı iİı lstanbul. Tho pİosecutoİ İ9quostod prison toİm§
up to 24 yffİ§.

on s6pt8mbeİ 8, a net tı.iaı was opeı9d in ıgtalr
bul agaiıst 13 pıesumed miıitants of DotnYoı Accue
cd of having commİtted vio!€ıce act§, osch doİ8ndant
faces capitaı punishment.

on tho ıast d&y of tııe 5-y€aı p€riod of miıitary
regimo, septembor l l, 1985, üe milİtary pİo6o6ıtoı
requosted capital puni§ıtment foı 7ı dofendants of
the D§,_Yoı tİiaı in Era.ııum. Atso lifeprİson was ask-
9d for ı0 dofendant§ and diffeİ€nt prison torms up to
24 ye$s foİ 635 oth€İs.

RECENT CONDEMNATlONS

8.8,in lstanbu| ı1 defoıdants of a Dev_Yol
Trial ııeıe condcmned to 7,5-yoaİ Prison telm eacb,
aııd o miüt§ıt of Kürtulus to 13 yoats and 4 moDths.

9.8, iı lzrniı, 34 peısoıs who aİe in pfison for a
poılticaı triaı, w€İe condomled to pİison t6rms up to
2-ysar foİ anothcr rca§on: haying addressğd a petition
to Genfİal Evıen foı protesting Aginst İıltı€stDgıt
in pİi§on.

ı6.8,iı Istaıbu!, tbİee pıs§ımod members of
TlKKopolcheviIl ş,ct3 condemn€d to pİison t6İm of
ı 3 yeffs and 4 months gach.

22.8,in lzmiİ, t6 İight-wing activi§ts wore con-
demned to pİison torms up to 36 years.

3ı.8, in lzmir, 9 pr€sumed m€mbe§ of tho ReYo-
ıutionary communist Paİty of Turkey (TDKP) wcro
condemned to 8-yoaİ prjgon term each.

5.9. i,r Isbnbul, ih€ tİial agıinst Kuİtuıu ended
with the conderDnatioıı of ı3 dofondants to prison
tetms up to 20 yeaıs.

OROEAL OF UNIVEBS|TY PROFESSORS

The contİacts of 7,360 univelsity professoıs aıd
l 23 facuıty doans expiİod on Au8u§t 3 ı, ı 985. lfthoir
contracts are not İğncwed,they will tako pan in th€
mass of uncmploycd intoılectuals. For this İea§on, in
all Tuıkish uniYorsities, duİing the poriod of annuaı
vacanccs, ıcignod an rtmo§phçİo of snxigty.

Foı th6 lerıacament of l29 dgans, the chaitmen
of univcİ§ity havğ submitted to tho tıigh€( Educotion.
al Council (YoK) the name§ of 369 candid8tos- Ac-
coİding to the İegulations drawn up by YoK, into}.
ligoncc se(vicc§ carİy out a pİofound iİıvs§tjgation on
ttrc philo§ophical ;ınd poıitical tendengie§ of atl can-
didıtcs.

on thiJ othet haıd, altough maıtial law was lifted
in rnany univ8lsity çitie§, none of i,hu pıofcssoıs who
ırad b€€n dismi§§od on thc oİder ofmilitary authorities
have ıot yet b€cn alİolr,od to leturn to th"' nor'.. 

.r..

Re§p.Ed: },ıaİeo Aıahıf. 24, lıcıcllc aux Qıotre Nüxudr. 
' 
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As we rsported in tho prc@ding issue, the Adnıi
ni§trative Boaıd of the Ankaİa Univeİsiry refu§ed the
ıeque§t of sevğt pıofessor§ who 8sktd foİ thciİ posts.

on August i?, eıwon di§nissod pıofessoİs of the
Aegeaİı UnivoIsity, Tay!.aİ Boİ?., cumhuİ EıT€kin,
Eİol Mavi, Yavu, Ak§u , Ataman Tangöİ, oya Tamgiit,
Veli ljk, sükİiı Bozkuİt, Eir§eyin TuİaI, TüIka-o sü-
İen ald Hüseyin Balcı aPpüed to the unilor§ity boaİd
foİ re§toıing thciİ posts, büt theiI İ3quest too vas
lefu§ed by the administlation.

Fouowing this refuxl, they 3ppcaıed to the
Adminishativo court foİ quaüiİg üe ddcision.

oı thc otlıcİ hand, in Ankaİa, tııe Administıctivc
Bo:İd has alrcady taken a deti§ion iı favour of Pro-
fessor Figen cütalp whose İoquost had been İefused
by tlıe Gazi Unfugİ§ity. The ssmo court ha§ qua§hed
anothoİ doci§ion of dişnissal coıcerııing fouİ top s€İ-
vants of thĞ Nationaı Educ.tion n{inistİy, saim Açik-
aöz, Adil Konuk, EyİiF Ak aııd osman Kaplan.

A st ok€sman ol tiıg dismissd pıofessoıs has an-
nounced that, if the uniYersity admini§İation coes
not take lreod of tho Administıatiye court's dccisioııs,
they ıgouıd appcaı to t!ıe Euİope8n coutt of Human
Rights and }voutd bdng a §uit of daİIıago a;pinst the
İespoı§ibıgs of this aıbitıary conduct.

Info-Türk, E.ı07 - p.8

POLlTlCAL CHOlCES OF TURKlSH VL'ORKERS

Tl]ı" d,a|ly lliıliyet of August 3 ı published a survey
of socioıogbt Faruk serı on the poüücal choices of
Turkish citizen§ üving in Fodeİal 6eİm8n Rcpubliç-

Açcoıding to the results of a poll İTıade anong
14,5ll Turkisiı adults, 63.2 pc declııed that they
havc a sympathy foı thc §ochı Democrat Party (§PD),
2'l.'7 pc İ,ü :iıe chİistian cDIrcsU, 3.3 pc for tho
libeıa] FDP and 3,9 pc foı the ecologi§t Gıe6ıs.

Mı. Sen poiıts out also that 22,000 Tuıks in
Germany hod akeady adheled to sPD and thgy rstr
pres€nt 2.2 pc of about one miııion adheİonts of this
party.

TURKlsH YoUTHs lN BELGIAN ARMY

A JOURNAL|ST AR RESTED

Mustafa Uysal, edilot in chief oi the daiıy Zıi|k-
kanı pubüs\cıl in sarnsutı, wa§ iuIestcd oı Juiy 8 be-
cause of aİticıes ıevealing the ınisappıopdatioı of
funds made by the Mayoı of the city. The tıibunat
which issued waİİarıt for aİİcsting Uysal hlls also decid-
ed the suspeıısion of the ıewşapeı's pub§cation.

NUMBER oF TuRKISH MlG RAıiTs

_ Accordin8 to tüo data givrn by the Empıoyment
Ministry of Tuİkoy- the totat numboİ of Tiırki§İı
woıkels abıoad İose to 1,083,000 in t984. As foı the
totaı numbeİ of T\ıİkisb citizens abroad, incıudiıg
the family mombeıs of woıkeıs, is e§tiınated at
2,2,149oo.

The distribution of the Turkish ıyorkers in üffcı-
gıt§ countries as foııows;

Accoıding to th€ caiıy Teıüınan of August ı t,
among tİie Tuıkish youths .,vho becanıg natuİalized
Beıgian, 200 havg becn caııed to a g-month miıüaİy
seİvic, in the Belgian AJmy. Thg numbeı of the TuI-
kislı youths \r,ho hav€ become natuıalized B€rgian ci-
tizerı withoııt İcnounciIrg thei! Tuİki§h natiotıauty
has aıready ıeached to one thousand and th6y also
wait foı theiı enlistfleıt.

Yet, among the§c youths there aİe §omeones who
havc ılrcady mıde theiİ miıitaİy §Oİvice in üu Turkiıh
Aımy foı two :nonths. Thi9 is a spociaı shoİt-torm
mütary soıl,ice fıom rı,hich onıy migİont youth§ can
bonefit by paying a sum of 300,000 FB foı exemptİon
from the İcgula! ı8-month müt8ry §çrgic€ whic.tı i§
obliga1.ory foı all Tuıkislı youths living in Tuıksy.

sinc€ tiıeİo is not }.et any biıateİaı agİeement
betweon Tuıkey and Beğium on the matteİ ol mititaİy
§eİviee, the Tlııkish youths of doubıs nationaıity are
consideİed liable to make a second mıiıitary §srvice
by tho §€lgian Army.

Recentıy, tJıe dairy Tercü?un s coİIü§pondant in
Bolgiürn, MI. sıtkı Uıuç lvas caıled to miıitaİy seıvice
in the Belgian aımy whjle hĞ had alr€ady paid 300,0OO
FB and ınade a short-tgrm military seıYice in Tulkey.
Theıcupon, tiıis newspapeİ which had made a sp€ct8-
cular propagaıda in fıvoui of thc natuıalization of
Tuİki§h youİhs in Be[ğiu[t, has launched a new caınP
aign a8ainst the otJıigation of a second military §ervice
in 8eıgium. Ttıis new campaign lns put in an undğcisi-
veness n]aıy Tulkish ycuths who desiİe to become
naturaıizod Belgian citizcn withoİt reıouncing Turkish
naüonality.

on the otheİ hand, th§ §ams newspapgİ Iepoİted
in its i§sue of Iılay i2 that many youog Turks weıe aı-
ready enüsted by the German Aımy lvitıı tlıe purpo§e
of avoiı,ling a ,o§sibte shottaga of seldi€ı iı futurc.
Thg Gotman cl ef of staff -_wöıneı had a §ories of taıks
$ith the Tuİkislı military ch-ief§ during hi§ recent visit
to Tuİkey with the aim of coocıuding an aeİEsment
on the 3ıli§ten ent of the youııg Tulks of doubte naüon-
aLity.

TURNlNG BACK OF REFUGEFS

on August !0 and 18 a group of poiitical ref-
ugee caüdidate§ coming fıom Tuıkey weıo filmed back
by the Bcıgian gcndelme§ at zaYcntgm Airport.

Thc As§ociation for "Aid to Deplac€d P€r6ons''
has announçed tlıat 76 peısons who lverc not abıe to
gxplain that they weİe a§king foİ tİe staiüs of poıitiğ
ıl İefugeg werc taken to the bo.deİ, üvhiıe ! 39 otheİs
weİe being auo-rvcd to stay tempcİaİiiy in Deıgium,
because they had a tİ8nslatoi foİ ğxpıaining thoiı
leque.st.

' Thc said as§ociatigıı pointed out that the tumitıg

F.R. of Gsrmany.
Th3 Netheİlands
Fıance. .

Beleium....,...
DenmaJk
Gİeat Britain
Austria....
switzetland .

Sweden....
Nonvay.,,.
Australia . _ _

s8udi AIebia,
Libya.....
ıraq....
Kuwait . .

UııitedAİab Emİates. . . . . . .
syria. . .

Joıdania
Lobanııı
han .. .

Qatnı
Bafuain . . .

.lıg9ria . . .

.....595,568

......77§75
. ü65,832
.3!.ı00
. .8,99l
. ı ı,648
.29,16(.
.25,254
. ı0.000
. . ı,400
.39,000
ı40,000

. . .38,000

. . , .5,800

. . . .4,000
1oo

. . .23o

. .8,000

. . .457

... ı85
. . . .. . .55
.......50
. .. .. ..20

Tııe $me soğrce ı€poİts ttıaİ ttıe number of Tuİ-
kiü woıkeıs who have boıeiittcd fıon tho.'Alieır
R€patriation Pıy Act" of Germeny has hardly reach-
td to l36,000."
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28.8, accoİdiıg to the G€İman woekty QıJicİ,
young activists of somo extreme-İight oı§anisatioı§

-lıad h6d a meeting in Brussel§ aıd deçided to Iauncb a
violEnce campaign aginst fİee ciİcuıation of Tuıkish
woİkeİs in tho EEc, foleseeıı in Tuıco-Euıopean ac.
coıd for fıom 1986 oıwaİd. The weekıy ıepoİts th3t
Geİman authoİitics tegistelcd 74 vioığnce acts com.
mitted last yeaİ agaisnt foreiEneis by these activists.

28.8, iı Basel (Switzeİland), a hous€ inhabited by
Tııİksih famües was put oİ fire b:,ı unkıown petsons.
A 42-yeal oıd Tuİki§h lPoİkeİ, Haüt Colebi, was küled
by üc fiİe aİd sıx otheİs wefe 8raYgly wounded.

1.9, in Kassel (RFA), a Tulkish woman, s€neı
sa§maz, and hi6 l7-yeaİ oıd son FikIgt sas[raz were
assaiıed by a G€rmaİı gıoup while tİıoy wele comins
hoıne fıom a visit. The assaiıants stabbcd Fiket in
the back.

4.9, in §witzeİIand, a new anti-migrant party,
tho National-sociali§t Party Ivas founded by a §ci§sion
of another İağist party, the Nationalist Action Paİty.

5.9, in Tıiambach (Switzeıland), the dgellingof
a Tuıklah family was deshoyed by aı explosion. Ay-
han Tokay who has bogn working in this countİy for
20 yeaİs and his family aYoided a catastİophe thaDİs
to theiİ ab§encE at home during the er(pıosion.

9.9, ill tsJussels, the Mayoı of schaaİb9ok, Mİ
Nols docısıed that he wouıd not aııow Tuıkish chjtdıgn
to follow Tuıkish language cout§€s without bringitıg a
writton engagement floln Lh6iI paronts dectaring that
they woüıd definitiYEıy İstuİn to theİ o.igirı @untry.

l1.9,in Bonüeim (FRG), a Tuİky mosque was
pui on fİİe by unknown Petsons en earlu morning.

l2.9, iı cent (Bclgium), the habitation of a Tuİ-
kish workeı, Ibıahim can, was dest oyed by the ex-
plosion of a molotof cocktail tbİown by unknown
persons. Can who has be€n woİking for moİe than ten
yeaİs in Belgiun 8ıd hi§ f8miıy had a ngİrog cic8t,g.

ANTl-MlGRANT AcTs
27.7, in Liöge (Bckium), tile AıigDs Poıicc advised

a Tuıkbh rvoİk9İ, Halil ozeı üıat his graıd daugİtoı,
bom ı8st yeaİ in B€ı8ium, woı]ıd be s€nt to TuIkey
thou8İı §İıe automaticalıy bocame a futurc Beı8ian ci
tizen according to the Law on natuİalis8tion.

Tııo faüeİ of the baby, hlehmet ozeİ ha§ be€n
foı 20 y€ar5 in Boıgjum and pıesenüy in ı priıon foı
puİgilg bis 3-year tefm. Aftet hi§ fucarccıation, polica
srnt fıİst his rvife to Turkey and saü him that he
wouıd aıso be subjected to tııe samo proc€dure aftoİ
haviıg puıged hi§ prison term.

Police dogs not toıeİatc that üe baby §tays with
her gıand fathcı eveı if she is officialıy considered a
futuİe Bolgi8İ.

2.8, in wc§t Beııin, a youn8 Tuıkish womaı,
Loyla G. was attacked by unid9ntüied person§ while
sho ı,as coming home fıom her woık.

3.8, iı tfuefoıd (FRG), a Tuıkish woİkeı, cibo
Dos;an, 36 yeaİs old and fatheİ of rbuİ chi.ldren, com-
mittod suicidc as a result of a neryou§ bIgaı(down. Hc
v/as jobıe,ss for a long üme-

6.8, iı Copenhague. a hot9l inhabit§d by candi
dates foİ statu§ of political ıefugec u,ıs attacked by
about 300 Danishm€n shouting İacist and xğnophobe
slogaıs. Policc avoid€d a ıyıching by 8 hair's breadth.
_ 7.8! in Paısau (FRG), a houso inhabitod by a
Tuıtish famny was put on f,İo by unknown peİ§on§
in eaİıy morıing-

l1.8_, in Hqgbuıg, a Tuıkish woıkeı, Hısan §oy-
maz,. father oi four childıen, committed §uicide dy
hanging himselİ. He was jobıess foı a ıong timo.

's € hereby decıaİe olu futı soıidaİity with wriıeı§,
aıtists. jutiSs oı scionti§ts in Tuıkey wlıo aıo l_ıeinj
poİsoğıt€d foİ .crime§' th3t, had wG beeı in Tuıkey
we would yeıy pıobably haye commifted ouıselves...i

so have an out§tanding €roup ofintouectu8ı§ from
all oveİ Euİopc declaıod on thc occasion of fifth an-
nivorsary of tüe militaİy coup in Tuİkoy.
_ F !hi* dgcıaİation made pubüc by Prof. §erver
Taıiıli, in the n8me of tie tnitiative foı §o[dafity with
trıe ı256 lnteılectuals in Tuİkcy, tücy hcve moieoveı
uDdcİlined thçiİ İcfusaı to b9 paİ of the .'conspiİacy
of silencc" surıounding tİle bıutal repıession oi üeİ
Coıleague,s in Turkcy and caıled upcD irntctlectusls ıll
oycr the worıd to join their voice§ to thoirs.

AmoDg tho si8ıatories of tIıi§ decıa.ıation arc Bibi
And€İson, Amar Bentouai, Pieİer Dankert, İax
Fİish, costa comes, Yaınis Ritsos, Antoine sa;8uin-
ottj,__otto schiııy, Alain Taıneı, Iıiüıs Thmdorikis,
Pcr wastberg €nd Jcan zigıcı.

They demand that .'au cn§es invoıving .cTinı€§' of
thought and the prcss bc dropped, thai aıı pğrsons
being h€ld uDdoı aır€§t on such cnaıgcs be frİcd antl
that aıl cuİbs on tho fr€cdom§ of thouglıt, pıess and
3ssoçiation bo ıiftod.''

on th€ other harıd, Mr coünan Mccaİthy fİonı

EURoPEAN soLlDARlTY V/ITH lNTELLECTUALs

the washington Pos, in a lettü addfössod to Judge§
committoe on Juıy 3l, ı985, nominatçd the Tuİkish
Pcace Associrtion foı the t9E5 Robsİt F. Kenıedy
Humaı Rights Award.

"As one who has been wıiting about human rights
foı my newspaper for the past ı 7 yeaİs -iıteİyieringvictiİn§, praising its champions and criticjzing it§ oP
ponents- no gİouİ, has stiİted me moıe than tho Tuİ-
İj5İt Peacğ A§sociation," he said.

A 
^4US|_CASSETTE 

FoB soLıDABlTY
A group of Tuİkish and Kuıdish musicians in exiıo,

DeIaı, Emekçi, cnıbistan, }rchnı€t, İ\oç, Iıleüko De-
miİcg, Nedi§ı tİazar, Yaİıni§tan, Niz8mettiı Aİiç, or-
han Temut, Rıza Aslaıdogan, Tahsin lncirci, Tülay
Cormaı, Sivin Penveı, Ufuk Adalı and H6val havg cot.
lectiveıy pİoduced a mu§icas§ette entitıed ..Kuİ§uı
lJeyıesitl Tİıİküye...". The incom€ of this cas§ette witl
be Jısed foı dtveıoping tho soıidarity camPaign with
1256 intollecfuats who luvş beoı pİosccutgd by üe
miüt3İy for bnvitüg addİessed a p€tition to Generaı
EüTen,

This tnu§i-clsse,tte can bc oİdiıed thıough tıfo,
Tiıİk. Pric€: 2o0 BF (t 0 DM) pluŞ posta8 .

back of 76 pc$on§, of A§syrian origin, is a Yiolation
of intornational convontion as weıl as of tho İ}el8ian
ıegislation oı the entıy into Bcğjan tgrritory.
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Friday, January 31, .ı 98§ voRIo-8 6o ı 3ı-507
7

N A!,!ER DEET HITS R Eç_9BD__İr,rc_ılIcA,s
P.Denchenko

A reDort by Lh€ UN Econonic Conn{sslon for Latln A,6rlcğ
and Lhe cıribbeın aaıd by laLe la8L year the overalı for€lgn
debğ of Lhab part of ğhe rıorld had hlt a record hlgh--360

billion doııars. of thau sLaggering gutı 68 pgr cenğ r*ere owed

by three noEt h€aırity lndebLed noLlon5, includlng Brazil
(ıoı.93 bİtllon), ıl€xlco (97.7 bııtion) and ArgenLina (50 btlııon).

Sadly. th€ financlül burden of oth€r Third World naliona,
parğicuıarıy Eh€ Afrlcan oneg, iğ no eagl€r. AıLhough A€r{ca'g

debb (l7O bitıion doı,ıarg) nııke€ .ı€g5 bhğn hğlf of LaLin
Aıı6riğa'5, ğh€ bıack continenb h!5 fğr leşs chances ğo rgpay
ıt. To aIı indications, the Third İ{orld's botal debt is tıeJ.l

DğEt Lh€ 1 .0 0 o-biııi on-dol lar ııark.
tğ ig nornal ğo borror, ıon€y for proıoting ğrad€ and

€concırüric d€velop4_ent. The 9robl€n is LhaL ınosL oE Third lrorld
naLionE arg siııply unabla Lo r€pay their dtbbg, a5 in nğny

counırieg Brıport revenu€r€ dtı not €uffic€ Lo o€fseL d€hL

E€rvicinE cosLs, nıaking thğn Lo looh f oınor€ loğns. That
o€fers ğh€ worıd'E cüpiLaıiEL6 a Eoıdan opportunicy ğo sLep up

exploiLağion of Asian, A[rican and LaLln Aınerican counLries
thich are in facL forg€d ğo shoulder purt of Lhe burdgn o§ the
arnt race üınd econonic upheavals in ğhe ı€ğding l{egtern
8ğqt€€. Th6 gun o€ 250-odd biıllon dollars annuatly drained by
Lhe 9esL €ron th€ Third World iğ roughly €quival€nğ Lo Lhe

u.s. nindboEgıing d€FBncE ap€ndinE. Iğ ig noğ a n€r€ goinğld€nğğ.

The dabL Equecrze hüg dgyeloDEd inğo o pollğical probteıı,
5o it tnu€u be resolved by poliLical n6ğnB.

Everybody knoııg LhaL the SovigL Unlon pronotes itg
relrtiong gtth Third tlor]d nrbiona on 6n equaiLable basis,
bağkinq thgir €FfortE ğo eope wtLh th€ d€bL crigi€ faced by
notb of thğı.

(Prğvdq, Jğnuary 3l. Abridged.)

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



THİS DEBT lS NOT ONLY
UNPAYABLE BUT ALSO

UNCOLLECTABLE

ADDRESS lN THE 4TH coN6RESS oF THE LATlN-AMERlcAN
F E DE RAT loN oF JoU RNALlSTs (F E LAP}

oN THE AFTERNooN oF sUNDAY. JULY 7, 1985
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THıs DEBT ıs NoT otllY
UNPAYABLE BUT ALSO

İ.JNCOLLECTABLE
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T-ıoeı-

THİS DEBT İS NOT ONLY
UNPAYABLE BUT ALSO

UNCOLLECTABLE

AoDREss lN THE iıTH coNGnE§ oF TH€ LATlN.AMEnlcAN
F€oERATloN oF JouRNALlsTs {F€LAPl

oN THE AFTERNooN oF sUNoAY, JULY 7, ı985

@
EDİToRA FoLlTlCA.zLa Habana 1985
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ADDRESS BY COMMANDER IN CHlEF FlDEL CASTRO
RUZ, FlRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMM|TTEE
OF THE COMMUN|ST PARTY OF CUBA AND PRES|DENT
OF THE COUNC|L OF STATE ANO OF THE COUNCIL Or
MlNlsTEns, lN THE 4th coNGREss oF THE LATIN,
AMERlcAN FEDERAT|oN oF JoURNALlsTs (FELAP).
oN THE AFTERNooN oF JuLY 7, 1985, YEAR oF THE
3rd CONGRESS
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ELEAZAR D|AZ RANGEL (Venezuela}. Commander
in Chief Fide| castro, President of the Republic of Cuba;
comrades of the presidium; comrad€ Delegates; and comrade
Delegates to the Nairoba Women's Congress.

Even though this will be a very brief addİ€ss, l would like
ta divide it in two parts: in the firsç l will be speaking as a
delegate to this 4ü congİes§; in the second, as President of
FELAP and Vice President of the Congress.

l am going to present an opinion that is different from most
of those that have been given here concerning the problem of
the debt and Latin America's position. Ten daysago, on Friday,
June 28, the Head of State of a Latin-American cöuntry was
asked what he thought about comandante Fide| castro's
theses and the Cuban the§es concerning the unpayable nature of
the Third World's foreign debt, and especialiy Latin America's.
This Head of state said that he was familiar wath them, that
he had received a letter from comandante castro with the
text of his talk with a .epresentative of the Us Congıess and a
professor .- which is the text that was distributed to us last
night - and that it seemed to be a realistic analysis of this
phenomenon,. of this very pressing problem for th€ Third
world; that, mathemntical|y, castro was absolute|y right, as
the debt was unpayabie, but that, even so, he disagreeo, because
he thought that there were other factors that wou|d necessarily
weigh and were weighing on this process, and that is that the
Latin-American economies are not only controlled by the
US economy but are very interdependent and that the eiacer-
bation of this crisis, a crash or a failuıe of these economaes
necessarily and inevitably would have ünforeseeable effects
in the US economy - and that, for thşe reasons, it was possible,
thrqıgh refinancing and new crddits, to gradually manage to
solve üis serious problem that affects most oİ the İatin.
American countries.

Consequent|y, since this sğems to be the po§ition of other
Latin-American governments - §ome days later the Argentine

1
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Foreign Minister expressed a more or lşs similar position --

and, in addition, there are the efforB of the socialist lnter-
national, promoting meeting§ b€tw€en the creditors and the
main debtors in a search for solutions, the doubt or the state-
ment thaİ l would |ike to present -- perhaps to obtain a reply
for tomorroıv's pre§ conferenoe - is, if it isn't possible, through
these other means'of negptiation, the conclusion of c€rtain
agreements, eıc., to gradually and slowly solve the problem
until it has been turned into a relatively manageable one, and
whether the idea and the proposal of regional unity in order not
to pay the debt wouldn't, in this way, interrupt the search
for this goal. l'm posing this only as a concern based on the
opinions of a Latin-American Head of state and some already
known positions of Latin-American governments, asking that
Comandante castro comment on it in his press conference
tomorrow.

Secondly, as President of FELAP, reflecting what is surely
the unanimous feeling of the delegates to this 4th Congress,
l would like to expı€ss our appreciation for an amazing, unusual
happening in the relations of Heads of state with meetings of
this kind. l think that, even in the cases of greater affinity
and closer relations betrrüreen a Head of state and international
congresses, general|y the presence of those Heads of State is
limited to the protocol ceremonies inaugurating or closing
the meeting. ln spite of his logical occupations and concerns,
Conıandante Fidel Castro has been here with us, giving surely
more attention than many delegates have given to all of the
remarks that were made yesterday afternoon and this afternoon
concerning this important problem facing the region. Therefore,
l repeat, reflecting ıhe opinion and unanimous feeling of the
comrade delegates - and especially those on the Presidium --

l would like to reiterate our appreciation for his receptivity
and patience f-_,r having spent these two sessions with us and
a|so convey our thanks to the other comrades in the cuban
Government, state and Party who have a|so attended this

2
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meeting of Latin-American journalisb.
Thank you.

F|DEL CASTRO RUZ: What Comrade Dfaz Rançl has
raised .- as a good joumalist, which he has just sho,ı,n himself
to be .. is a question about this prickly problem. This is a very
prickly problem, with prickles all over it. (LAUGHTERı
. l also heard the Uruguayan and the Brazilian comrades,
both of whom have made some very interesting points. l think
that all of the remarks have been good. and some, exceptionally
so. really very good. They have enlightened us mucİı on this
problem. A constant can be noGd; we have held saıeral inter-
nationa| 

.meetings. 
with mgre to c!me: the workers' meeting

in the middle of the month and a very extensive one of political
and social figures at the end of the month. The invitations have
already been issued and are being delivered, but rırıe observe a
constant ın all of this, someüing lil<e a |ong line of people with
the same idea, and that is the idea that the debt cannot'be paid.

Some time ago, almost nobody dared to say that the debt
couldn't be paid. There vwre a few who did, as was reca|led

lere - 1tıe workers in Uruguay and other places began to say
this - but ıhany people felt it was immoral to say the debt
couldn't be paid. There.was a mystic ıespect fot the words
"not pay" and "moratorium,'' ğven though this is as old and
re§pectable an institution as Roman Law. All of you who
have studied somethlng of Roman Law know this.

Let me te|l you an anecdote. l remember that at home,
they spoke Very badly about pawning something, and, in the
morality in which rive r]ırere being broughı up at h;me, we were
told that that was very bad, that anybody who pawned som+
thing.wa§ committing a very serious mi§take, that pawning
something was a terrible thing. well.,l gretu up wıth thatidea: the most depraved person in the world was üe one
who pawned something, the one who asked for a loan and
gave someüing as security for it Then, latar on, l begEn to

3
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study law -, first year and second year of Roman Law -- and you

know that nearly al| of today's civil law originaıed in Roman

times, the civil contracts of all kinds. We had to study a lot

about that.
Well, studying law, seeing some charming things in a book,

l found that it was the pawn contract, with security guarantees,

Then, when l saw that for the first time in a book, that it was

a practice that existed 20oo years ago and that the iurisıs and

the philosophers of law raised those problems, l said, "My
goodne§, aal this about pawning somethinq isn't such a sacri,

Lgious üing alter all; it even seems to be something honorable

.nd n""es"İy sometimes, which was invented a long time ago,

Of course, worse İhings happened back in that era, because

-yon" ,rİ,o receıved a loan withouı putting up security and

who didn't pay his debt was enslaved; if he signed over his

hou§e o. other securaty, he lo§t it; but many people didn't,have

anythıng to use as seci.ıritY, and bound themselves over, Later,

tııey weıt 6ren lPnt to the amphitheater, be{ore the Romans

gpt their kick§ out of sending the christiarİs to the amphitheater,

All üat business about pawn credit with the delivery of secuf ity

began to take on an honorable character for me; l still remember

thaı. ln addition, othef ne€ds afose, and İhe scanty income

that came into our house wasn't enough, lt was enough to live

on moderately. but you know whaı students are like ,- they

always ha9e one need or another. And, since that institution

had İcquired such a respectable nature for me, l, too, went to

the pawnshop and pawned a few things -, even a gold watch

that'|'d been given at home. Spurred by youthful needs, l

had no reccurse hJt to get some credit from a pawnshop by

;;tting up security. well, that was worse than the foreign

a"ut. 
- 

ı-"t me teli you that the interest was more unfair, if
it's po6siblo for anything to b€ more unfair than the interest

on the foreign debt. But the fact is that a myth had been

destroyed for me.
ln'that era. too, Roman law spoke of moratoriums, and
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sometimes they were decreed by individuals, and at others, by
the state. How many times the state decreed a moratorıumt
lt's difficult to find a singıe Latin-American coLntry that
hasn't ever decreed a moratofium. ln the'3os, during the crisis,
a tremendous moratorium was decreed in cuba. under certain
circumstances, it's one of the m(İrt venerable and fairest insti_
tutions that has ever existed.

Here, somebody - the Meİican - recalled that Ju6İez had
decreed a moratorium on the foreign debt, and in whata periodt
Warships and gunboats popped up all around. |'Ve thought a
lot about all this, about whether or not they can do that no,v
agEan.

l think that l don't have to go into that, because, if, at ıast,
you finish reading that material, you'll see that l make a full
analysis of the possibilities that tho industrialized world has of
doing something like that now, for the last 40 years haven't
been in vain. The Algerian peop|e'§ heroic struggle for ind€-
pendence against one of the mightiest powe6 in Europe; the
30 years' war waged by the many.timesheroic Vietnamese
people .. 30 yearc struggling agüainst the mightiest porıııers in
the worldl -- and the struggle of the ponuguese colonies, which
ıJrrere the last ones, and Cuba's struggle and resistancı, and those
of the Nicaraguans, the Salvadorans and the saharawis, in
northern Africa, haven't been in vain. The struggles of so many
peoples haven't been_in vain, and this has taught all of us and
the whole industrialized world a lot: that w€ deserve a little
more respect and that the major po$,ers can't ho|d even a
smaıl country back when it decides to defend its independenc€
and its rights. (APPLAUSEI |.m convinced that tiey can't
invade us or blockade us or caıve us up ag6in, as they did
so many times in past centuries, because, if they should be
crazy onough to try to do som8thing like that, then capitalism
would definitely come to a very quick end in the wodj. They
can't do it, and they know it.

|f the L8tin-Arİıerican gorıernmenB adopt a f irm, unbending

5
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position, l know what they'll do immediately. lf two or three
desperate governmenıs decree a moratorium and proclaim it
openly, not undeı their breaths -. for, as long as they do it
under their breaths, the powerful crediton will keep quiet, too,
because they don't want a scene; they don't want this qxample
to spre8d -, if some d6p€rate countrİes do this and proclaim
if as a rift, a6 a legitiınate thing - and not.iu§t because they
can't pay their debts, for the İact that they can't pay is part of
the ıgasorı for not paying, but aıso tecause it isn't fair to
demand üat they p8y them, because it's criminal to do so in the
way in which they are being demanded to do it (APPLAUSE)
-, then, what they'ro going to do when this happens isn't to
impco sn €conomlc blockade or place an embargo on aircraft
and üe ships of those countries, llm sure. lf they impose a
bloc*ade. they'Jl be playing into the movement's hands, into
üe hands of this colosal Third wo d liberation movement,
bec.use ıhey'll be unleashing so much solidaıity that it'll
make the solidarity over the Malvinas look small in comparison.
At the tıme of the Malvinas. nobody had a cent to win or lose,
but. in thi, ors€, our countria6' lives are at stake. To blockade
one of us would be like putting out a fire with ga§oline; l'm
convanced of üis. l know they're stupid, but once in a ühile
they think. (APPLAuSE) Rather than stupidity, what they'Ve
always sboyw| is their conteüpt for our peoples; it'§ c,|.ar
that they've disdained us; how many years, for example, have
they boen blockading us? They've disdained us for nearly
26 yearc, and now we s.ıy to them, "Look at all the indicators
and see how we compare, aren wiü the cluntries that have
much greater economic resouroes than Cuba; compare us with
what you have tried to present as political and social models
in this hemisphere, aniİ that'll show you a lot oİ things."

when l talk with Us interview€rs, thay are soon destabi-
|ized. l tell them, "Let me see the figures on prostitution
for such-and"such a place, and compare them with the figurğ
here; let me see the figures on beggars there and here. How
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rnany drugs are consumed there, and how many are consumed
here ?"

l also ask therli, "How many casinos are there there, and
how many here? How many people are unemployed there, and
how many here? What are the levels of education there and
here? What's the index of children between 6 and l2 years o|d
who attend school there, and what's the index here? How
many young peop|e between 13 and 16 years o|d go to school
there, and how many here? Howmany schools are there there,
and how many here? what's the teachef-student ratio there.
and what is it here? . How many health instatutions are there
there, and how many here? How many doctors are there
there, and how many here? what's the infant mortality rate?
How many babies die during their first year of life, in the
second year and in the third?" Etc., etc., etc. ''How many
people are unemployed there, and how many here? How many
millionaire thieves, plunderers of the public funds, are there
there, and how many here7"

There's no comparison. lt almost makes me ashamed to
see how few arguments they can present in reply to such basic
questions. (LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSEI They can't take
it; they've spent all their lives talking rubbish, idea|izing some
things and defaming othdrs, an a desperate attempt, using all
the mass media, to keep revolutionary ideas from spreading.
We've been blockaded for 26 years, and they don't have any
weapons that they can use against us in any fie|d. None.

our trade with the western wor|d is insignaficant; 85 percent
of our trade is with the other socia|ist countries. Thıs crisis
affects only 15 percent of our trade; we're the ones least
affected. This is why we can be the standard_bearers of this
cause and speak with complete freedom. So, truculently,
they begin to wield the most deceitful, ridiculous arguments.
They're aıen saying that rrıe're the best in terms of paying.
Neııer before had they praised Cuba in this way. Before,
they usad to 90 to the bankeİs and say, ''Hey, don't lend to
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them, "cause they won't pay."
our debt isn't to the US banks. Rather, it's to severa| othef

we§tern countries - not İhe Uniıed sİates. one part is to other

Third World countİies, such as Argentina and Mexico, fraternal

lrtin-American countri6. Our deb i in convertible hard cuırency

iı, moreoıer, insignificant - the smallest per capita debt of that

kİnd in Latin America -, and none of it to US banks, Then, in

their desperation and impotence, they begEn to nıake provoking

remırks. What giveı us more moral strength is tıı say, "We don'ı

have thi3 problem; we're waging a battle for the others," And

it isn't that we're b€ginning now. We began many years ago,

Thb isn't 8n idea that popped up in just a few days or a public

rohtions campaign. That's what the US Government believed

for month3 ."that what we wanted wa§ to improve international

relations, using üis toplc a§ publicity. They didn't know that

rYl uıere'wagirlg a raal battle and that this was the right time ıo
do it We'vi been taking up the problems of underdevelopinent

in the interMıiona| aİena - its originı its causes; and capitalisrn's,

coİonialism's and neocolonialism's re§ponsibi l ity f or th is tragüedy

- for more üan 15 yearc. Cuba took an active parı in the

approval of the principle§ of the New lnternational Economic

ÖrLİ anO ıhe Charteİ of the Economic Rights and Duties of

ğt t"a. alorrs with Alçria, Mexico and some oüer countries

in the Non-Aligfıed Movement and the Third World,

After the ]979 summ,it Gonference, l went to the united

Naıions, and my address is around here somewhere, We could

find it İnd prinİ enough copies of it and give each one of you

a copy before you go so you can s6e that thi§ isn't something

neü, İt lsnt something invenEd no^,, an irwention of Cuba's

noi cjch as something that \^re iust clutched at and have iust
discoıered. ln 1979, l stated in the United Nations that §30o

billion was needed, -in addition to the rçources that were

aııilable, for investments in the Third world countriB' devel_

oo.Tıent in the 198os, because it was shorn that there wa§ no

pİogra- for tackling underdevelopment and that there wa§ an
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9

evcr gİEaıer gEp b€tw€en the rİch world and ths poor wo.|d,
lhat there wasn't any dareıopment ai $ch. thaı wİrsı th€İs
was was a process of re|ative und€rdavelopment and thet,
rathe, than developing cürntri6, we rv€re underdeveloping
counıri6. Sweden, Switıerland, Belgium, Holland and Denmark,
for examplo, had p€f capit Gross oom6ıic Produc$ of §ı o,ü)o,
but many of the Thiıd wor|d countri6 had per capita Gross
Domestic Product! oi S2ü), $3OO or §4ü), and, when the
per capiıa GDPs of the Third World increased by tİ50, thoe of
the industrialized countri6 lncreased by $500. our couritries
have been euphemisıiçally called cieveloping countris; in fıct,
they are underdeveloping countries, coqntries that aıe becoming
more 8nd ınoİe underdeııeloped, faıting fanhe, and fan:ı€, D€hiard
the de\reloped countrie§ both economically and industrially.

what İs the fufure of our world? what i3 the futuıe of
the 4 billion human beings who are living in underdevelopment?
Tİıis topic isn't new for us, though we have made a few changıs
in what we pfop6ed, 

'of, 
as lalready explained, back in 1979,

we were calling for the cancellation -- that is. the remission -of the poorcst countries' deba and bıoad payment f8ci|iti6
for the rest. We rııere still proposing that in .l9f}il; th6 changE
is that, nor,,,, rive are demanding ;t for all of the Third World
countries, because all of us have to make common cause if
ure want to win this battle and because even the peopl6 that
have abundant ıüatural re§ourca and are oil exportor - such
as Venezuela, Mexico and Ecuador - 8lso have many social
problems. ln Veııezuela, with so many re§ourog§, there is 14
percent unemployment, and it's gİowing. We know about the
serious socioeconomiç problems that exisı in those countİiG
that have reso{rlces, and rırıe shou|d sıy, ''We tıavs to think,
too, about the peop|e in the corrntriE, who are the ons3
who have to pay that debt, aron thoogh the money waın't
İent to them." Let ıne give you an oxEmpla: it'ı like the
case of a father who is lent a certaln amount of money and who
goes to a lsino, gambles it at İoulett and locoı it -. ınd thaıı

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



the ones who lent him the money want to make his S,year,old
son pay it back. That is the case; they're trying to collect the
debt from those to whom thev didn't lend anything. As l said
yesterday, a |ot of that money left the country. There were
countries where 126 percent of the money that was lent to
them was sent out of the country and deposited abroad " all of
what was lent, plus some more from the country's reserves, was
sent out. ln others, 40 or 50 percent of the money that entered
the country in the form of loans wa§ deposited in private
accounts outside the country -- in some countries it was more;
in others, less.

There are quite a few cases of big debtors in which from
40 to 50 percent of the money lent to them was sent out of
the country. Now, who are they trying to collect from, and
why? What are the moral grounds for such an unjust. cruel
thing?

, Now, nearly ev€rybody -- it's almost unanimous .. is saying
that they can't paY. l'Ve seen religious people categoricalİy
stating this. lt used to be said that nonpayment was nearly a

sin, but now there are cardinals, bishops and an infinity of
priest§ and Christians of many churches who are saying, "lt
can't be paid, it shouldn't be paid, and we aren't going to pay
it."

When l saw a little colombian nun here recently explaining
that manf oİ the people in Bogoüi - hundreds of thousands of
children - were abandoned, barefoot and hungry, and another
little nun had some slides that showed it all. when l saw that
eloguent explanation and heard them in the meeting of Latin-
American women energetically saying that they weren't wi|ling
to pay thg debt, l came to a conc|usion: the debt is not only
unpayable but also uncollectable. (APPLAuSE} All of the
Latin-American women had the same idea.

Here, rightly, you've spoken about the statements of the
governments. and it is logical, because l know what nearly
all of the governments think -- there are verv few ıhat l don't
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know about -- and the vast majority of the goveınments know
that they can't pay; they're conVinced that they can't pav and
that the debt shouldn't be paid. A few stıll have technical hopes
of being able to pay because their situation is less desperate -.
they expon oil ., but, if the price of oil falls by $4 a barrel,
good-bye hope! And oil is already 54 a barre| under the price
set by oPEc. lmperialists have been doing everything possible
to lower the price of oil, exporting oil from the North sea and
from other places, by various means, using the reserves they
had accumulated and doing everything possible to depress.the
price of oil to further their own interests, since they're the big
consumers. And a situation has been created in which, rea|ly,
the mere reduction of the price of oil by s4 a barrel has placed
some more Latin-American and other Third world countrie§
in a state of crisis .- and OPEC's exports have been reduced
from nearly 40 million to 'l4 million barrels a day - withouı
solving the problem for any of the others. You can tell Jamaica
or the Dominican Republic, "Hey, the price of oil has dropped
by $4 a barrel," but that doesn't solve anything for them. The
problem is so serious, the crisis is so deep, that a s4-per-baİrel
drop in the price doesn't solve anything. But that same drop
in the prace of oil can wipe out the last hop€ that some of the
countries still hafbor of being able to pay their debts.

All right: the Vast maiority are convinced that they can'tpay. Naturally, the Latin-American governments aİe in a
situation in wtı ich they can't sııy so; they're rescheduling -
they have to reschedule practically every month. They aren't
in the same condition as cuba; they can'ı speak with the same
freedom and impunity with which Cuba speaks. They can
be pressured, diffıculties can be created for them. They don't
say what they think, but they know that they can't pay.

some information transnationals have used the tactic of
going around asking specifica|ly about the topic - what people
thjnk of our thesııs -. trying to foment contradictions among us.
whereas, before, they. üought that this was a public relations

1l
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play, now they realize that this is a serious movement, a regular

battle, §o they're wracking their brains trying to come up with
how they can wtaken this struggle. one of the tactics they're
using every chance they get is that of asking specific, direct
qustions: "Listen, what do you think about what Cuba is

propgsing?" These questions are a kind of trap for the govern-

ments that rıeed to.schedule and reschedule every month; in

çneral,'they have been very careful, expressing a lot of respect

for Cuba but, as is only logical, being very, very careful in their

replıes. lt's asked of them, as it was once asked of Christ,
whethef it is lawful to give tribute unto caesar or not. of
couıse, the spokesmen of the us administration keep putting

the pre§uG on, desperately inventing all kinds of tricks to
weaken Cuba's statements and the powerful movement that
is being created.

As a consequence of this, some Latin-American politicians

beg6n to become concerned when Cuba took up this cause,

because after all, Cuba not only has to be blockaded and

attacked, btJt they can also occupy a bit of its territory and

take away its sugar quota anfdistribute it to everybody, as

they did in the fir§t few years of the Revolution. That's all

right; Cuba has no rights in this world; it has to suffer, alone,

agdinst the united states, and, in exchange, it is obliged to be

İesigned to everything -, it doesn't even have the right to set

fonh an idea, to take up a cause or to place emphasis on this
idea, when we've be€n talking about these problems for more

than 15 years. There are also those who react with iealousy
and even ridiculous envy because this "terrible" country is the

standaİd-bearer of this cause. They're more worried because

it's Cuba that has taken up this cause than about the debt they
have to pay. There are some with these ridiculous, disgraceful

conoerns, arcn't there? Absurdities, vaniti[,j, foolishnest],

iealousy. We'd be g|ad to hand over this banner ro anyone
who wants rc take it up -. immediately. We'll bo glad to drop
it altog€ther if another Latin-Amerİcan gllvernment Ur !|overn-

I

ü'
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ments. ot}rer leaders, ıake it up - iust so they do wha( needs

to be done and rıever betray it. Why have we taken it up?

Because nobody else did. (APPLAUSE) We didn't do this

because we want the glory or the prestige,: far from it. No real

revolutionary is Interested in those things. Manİ said that all
the glory in the world fits in a kernel of corn; thaı was one oİ

the first things we learned. And a kernel of corn is pretty small.

Only cheap politicians and conceited people are interested

ın such thing§; really, there's nothing farther from the character,

the idiosyncrasy, the mentality and the ideology of a Cuban
revolutionary than to go around hankering after prestige. Some
people are interested in such foolishness. Some of them aıe
afraid because the subject is too serious. Some say that my

theses are radical and Maximalistic. our theses aren't radical
-- they're realistic. we're iust saYing what mathematics tells
us. To thos€ who think that we're Maximalistic. we would
say that it's their illusions that are Maximilianistic " not from
maximum, but from Maximilian, that Hapsburg idiot whom
Napoleon lll crowned Emperor of Mexico in the time of
Judrez and who couldn't keep wen his head.

All right, this movement has gathered momentum; it's
like a snowball, that's rolling onward with unstayable force,
supported by the law of gravity ,- not of the Earth, but of
a planet with much more volume, proportional to the immense

debt ıhat is weighing on us. Therefore, it is a snowball that is
increasing its velocity a§ it rolls and is growing, growing and
growing. By now, nobodv can stop it. This is the truth. Every,

body knows this. This battle isalready producingsome benefits,

because. now that they're sca'red, the powerful ownerc who
live off our sweat and blood, they have begun to treat things
with more care and aıe shorrüring a willingness to use more anes-

thesia when slaughtering the lambs.
ln an unusual action, the US $cretary of State met with

all the Latin-American representatives in Washingıon on the
4th of July, the day of,independence on which they recal|
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the famoU5 Declaratıon of ınnerent and inalienable raghts of
cltazens whlte Cltlzens, of course; not lndians, who were
nearly exterminaıed after thaı brilliant declaraıion. or black
slaves, who were kept sUbjected to siavery until nearly a centUry
after independence, producing surplus vaiue to finance capl.
talısm. The Secreıary of State saıd, ''Keep cool, boys; be gootl;
we're looking oui for you; we're thinking abouı the debı; your
problems are ideas of Cuba's. that's inVenİing all kands of thıngs
against the United States; don'l pay them any attentjon ''

Some of the most intelligent characters an the United States
have begun 1o talk abouı the problem, too. [,'l r. Martin, Under.
secretary of 1he Treasury o' the United Sıaıes, came out wıth
it; 24 hours later, the Secrelary, his Boss, said that it Was an
enormity, and how could he have said that, and he recriminated
him harshIy for what he had said. Kissinger .. who, doubıless.
is one of the most talented, one of the politicians most intel.
lectually endowed in the empire , has dlready proposed some
formulas thataren't very different from the oneswe're proposing,
and he's sounded the alarm. Some wavering and perplexity
can be seen in the ranks of the adversary. They are the first
fruits of this movemenl, of ihis struggle. And, when they gıve
a little longer time to pay the capital 1O, 12 or 15 yeaİs-.
thls is the result of this struggle. When they b€gin to make
some concessaons, it is the result of 1his struggle, not of any
love letters. We shouId be very clear, very clear indeed about
this. {APPLAUSE)

Naturally, Dfaz Rangel, there are no technical formulas;
they don't eXist. some technocrats indulge in illUsions to the
effect that there may be technical formulas for solving the
problem. lf a family has s50 income a month and spends
$1O0, needs $200 and owes $1000, l want you to tull ."
if there's any technical formula for solving the problem. Well,
yes, there is a technical .- Very technical ., formula: forget
the st000 and give them the $2O0 they need; that's the on|y
technical, arithmetical, mathematical formula. The miraculous
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remedy for solving what they supposedly oln e and can't pay, -,

the exorbitanİ interest spiead thev are forced to pay, the

overvaluated dollar, the protectionist measures, ıhe Uneqı.]al

terms of trade. the dumping, the loan money ıhal was sent

out of the country, the New lnternational Economic order.
the u nderdevelopment and the causes to which they give

rise ,- can't be pulled out of a hat or come frorrı the head of
a technocrat. That remedy can only come ouı of our peoples'

siruggles; the Latin-American poliıicaI leaders should ask

themselvo if the pıoblem will b€ solved merely by cancelling
the debt, or if thi§ can be achieved without the llew lnter
national Economic order that the United Naticns adopted
ıen years ago or without unitang and adopting a firm position.
l ask if this is possible. lf we're going to ıhink wiıh any .espon-
sibiliıy abouı the future ol our countries, we have to ask
ourselves whal'9 goang to happen in ten years. aı the rate we're
going; and what's going to happen in 20 years. because there
are §till some people who are infected wath techniclsm, who
think that solutions will spring trom mental exercise. Merelv
technical formulas don't appear -- nor can they appear , any,
where; there are no technica| solutions "for this economic,
political, social and historac problem, noı even for those few
cotlnırie§ that, because ıhey have a few more resources ıhan
the others. still cling to the hope ot being able to pay -- even
thotıgh doing this may imply the continuing plunder of their
peoples and their making enormous sacrifices.

Of course, imperialism is trying to undermine this struggle.
It's going to try to defuse this bomb and impede this rebellion,
Rather than lose everything and allow a soluıion to be imposed
on it, it's going ıo rilake some concessions. 11 may even lower
its inıerest rates, extend the terms of payment and, lend a part
oİ ılıe money that shooid tıe paid tor inıerest, bılı iı wll| have
to begin to 90 against its own economic principles and renounce
certain political goals, and this iİ probably won't do sponta,
neously. lt can't invest trillions of dollars for militarY purposes,
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have a budçtary deficit of more than s20o billion a year and a
trade deficit of more than $100 biIlion, as the United states is
doing, without printing money or buying dollarc, without
selling Treasury bonds, which is what the united states has
been doing to get money from a|l over the world. lt's taken
money away from even its developed capitalıst allies, to pay for
all those crazy things that it's doing. How is it possable to incur
those expenses, to run up tho§e budg€taİy and foreign trade
deficits, without raising the interest rates? lt would really have
to begin to cancol oUt the capitalist system, and this it can't do.
lt won'ı dare to simply print more money, as it did to pay for
the Vietnam war, because at is afraid of unleashing a further
catastrophic inflation with a very high political cost for the
ruling group in the United states. one of its watchwords, one
of the things ıt takes most pride in, is that of keeping inflation
down to tolerable limits, though it is doing this at the cost of
the world economy. Without it, it wouldn't even have been
abıe to undertake its colossal rearmament without levying
new taxes. The fact is that it's enmeshed in a series of contra-
dictions that can't be solved, it also has contradictions with
its Japanese al|ies and with its European allies; it's like a dog
fight. They have little time and little space for worrying about
what's happening to our countries,

When, not long ago, Kissinger said in Brusels or Holland
that a Marsha|l Plan for Latin America was needed, l laughed,
because l thought, "one won't do it; we rıeed at leasi 25
Marshall Plans." The problem's too big. But imperialism is
going to try to weaken this struggle, gain time, solve one of the
little problems that ünay come to a crisis point Vğry soon, give
someone a little bit of help, and a little bit to somğbody else,
make them a little loan so that they can use it to pay a part of
whaı they owe on the interest -- but. if the interest keeps on
mounting up (accordiııg to my calculatİons), then the d€bt keeps
grov;ino and qrowing, and it gets more and more unpavab|e.
lf they were to charg€ 6 percent instead of 1o percem and were
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to declare a ten-year moratorium, Latin America could begin

to pay not 5360 billion but more than s800 billion in the next

ten years. lf thğ interest is higher and mounts up, Latin Amer,

ica will have to pay s1.4 trillion before 20 years have passed,

And, if you search through all the technica| formulas and say,

"Well, gentlemen. don't pay any interest now; don't pay the

interest, and we'll allow you to begin paying the capital and

interest in ten years -, thaı's cancellation; iı's nothin9 else,

A ten-year moratorium on both capiül and ihtefest amounts

to repudiation, cancellation, or making a clean §late of it,

lt's all the same thing. otherwise in the next ten yea6 th(

Third world debt would amount to $2 trillion and this will
only mako the debt even more unpayable.

l believe that settling for iust a piece when you can geı every-

thing is betraying the hopes of the Third World's peoples, We're

in a position to rally the larçsı force w€ a,er had, because

this tİme ı,w're not asking for 3OO billions for the Third World

as we did at the uN in 1979. Now ııve're telling the Latin

American peoples, "Don't lose your head; don't hand orıer the

$4ü) billion iust for inter6t in the n€xt ten years," And we're

saying the same thing to the Third World: "Don't lose your

head. Don't hand over $1 trillion in the next ten years"'

That's the difference. The initiative is now in the hands of

the Third Wofld countries- Confronted by a greedy, selfish,

insatiable world, we hold a powerful weapon: to unite behind

this banner and, impose the establishment o' the New lnter-

national Economic Order. And l believe we're going to have

mary allies a|l over the world in this battle, even in the indus-

trialized countries, if we manage to convince them that this

is good for them, because it would mean more iobo, increased

uJ of production facilities, and more trade with the rest of

the world. And capitaiism would be able to come out of thi§

situationa|, cyclic crisis. All oi capitalism's crises are cyclic

crisis. Al| of capitalism's crises are cyclic but each new one is

more prolonged than the previous ones. This will go on until
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capiralism di§appears, because nothang can §ıve capitalism. But
we don'ı want ıt to destfoy the Third World's peoples before it
disappears. We want ıo see the day when caPitalism disappears.
tAPPLAUsE )

Therefore, comracte Oiaz Rangel, the way l sae it, there's
no such ıhing as a possible technical solution, and a rnere drop
in oil prices will shatteı the lası hopes of the few who sıill
believe ttiat, by juggling numbers around an.l imposing an
enornlous sacrifice on their peoples, the debt can be payed.

lmperialism will iry lo find some compromise and defuse
this bomb. Doesn'ı this imp|y some ıisk? Right; that they
make some concessions and that some debtoE wa|l agree with
them and that sorne qove!,nmenı m3y say, .'We||, 

|.ve güoı only
two more years to go. Leı the one thaı çqrng5 afıer me worry
about thos€ probleıns. " The imperialisrs are even helping chile
and |ending it some money to pay part of the interesı, and the
World 8ank, where the United States plays a leading role, is
|ending that country S'l0O million tor a certain project, Sl50
million for some oİher projecı. lt's evident that they are trylng
to help chile and see if they can defuse the bomb of the revo-
|ution there. But they don'ı realize that noıhind can save that
regirrüe, ıhe same way thal nothing can s:ıVe apartheid. lt's a
rnatter of tiı]e, but they keep stalling so as to pro|oİrg the life
of those ghastly regimes,

lhis is why iı's so important that the masses ioin this
slruggle. that there be an awareness on the rJart o' the people.
fVlany qovernments are convinced that ıhey cannoı oay, anc|
when all ihe t)eople r€lly around lhaı cause, it will be much
rnore likely ıhat there will be a coincidence between thc views
of those governments many of which don't dare speak up for
some reason.or anoıher. . ., maybe becaus€ the elephant is very
close and is snorııng ln the hole, as the Mexican journalisı said
here - and ıhe peoples' awarerıess. lt'll he easier for the neoples'
awareness and the goveınmentş to coincioe.

We're nol saying that the masses should have an awarene§s
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in order to put pressure on the gorernments. on the contrary,
we're saying that when governments have to make a difficult
decision, it's convenient that the ma§es be aware of the
problem. We're also saying that it's very important for the
mases to have such an awarerıess so lhat they can participate
in this struggıe and guarantee its succe§s and also to forestall
behind-th+scene maneuvers and conciliatory formulas.

Someone said that parliaments have had Qo participation
in the agreements with the lnternational Monetary Fund
regarding the debt. A country is committed, its people are
committed and parliaments have no saying in the mattef. ln
other words, even the way in which debts are schedu led and
rescheduled is undemocratic. The people, the parliaments, the
trade unions, thg political parties, everybody must take pan
in this battle. Having the message reach the ma§es constitutes
a decisive factoi in winning this battle, and any self-respecting
government would be glad to have ıhe support of the masses,
İo be able to count on the people, when the time comes to
make a difficult decision. ln other words, this wou|d satisfy
any politician who's really concerned over the future of his
country, his own future and the future 6f his party, unless
he happened to'be a politician who's terrified of the masses,

a technocrat who's terrified of the massğs, who believes himse|f
to be a prophet, a magician, a sorcerğr, who can find magical
formulas which are only the result of his daydreaming, who's
terİified of the possibility of having the masses think and
develop an awareness. only in these circumstances can this
be eışlained.

lt's also ridiculous for anyone to be jealous of Cuba. We're
been defending sacred ridhts for 26 years and the first right is

the right to independence, to sovereignty. We've been defending
these rights with our people's bravery, courage anğ heroism.
Every time we've defended independence and sovereignty in
this our stronghoıd, we'Ve also been defending the indepen-
dence and the sovereignty of the rest of the people in Latin
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America. (APPLAUSE} We've been defending a hope. What
was our first achievement in favor of Latin America, the very
first one? The distribution of our sugar quota, taken away
from our people and meted out in exchange for an act of
treason against a sister nation. our country was deprived of
its sugar quota and that quota was distributed throughout
Latin America. "You'll get this share of Cuba's quota; you,
this other share, and you thi§ other one.'' All sugar-producing
country in the area benefited from that distribution. The
condition was: "You've to go to Punta del Este, here 6nd
there and werywhere. Cuba must be kicked out of the oAs
and of aıerywhere else. lf Cuba can,be moved to the Moon,
let's move it .to the Moon." They haven't done it simply
because they haven't been able to do it Anyway, that was our
first reı/olutionary achievement: wg won a sugar quota for the
others. That was Latin America's firct profit.

And still, there are people going around saying that we
purchase sugar, - because occasionally we have.purchased ııgar
in the world market for our consumption §o as to honor;ur
commitnıents with other countries when ours was affected by
drought or we're had to meet some specific previous commit-
ment. And some people .. in a country that doesn't erren
have relations with Cuba; a cDuntry that hasn.t even deigned to
look our way; a country that received a good portion of our
§ugar quota at one time - are wondering why we didn't share
the benefits oı our trade with the soviet union.

Second achievement: the Alliance for Progress, the $20
billion that were distributed for fear of cuba. Now, we wish
they'd cancel the debt for fear of Cuba. (APPLAUSE) Well,
that's what we want or the establi§hment of economic relations
similar to the one§ existing betureen Cuba and the so/iet
Union.

|'ve heard it said, ''why, Cuba is one of the countries with
the biggest debtı" and all sons of theories are propounded
about our debt to the soviet union. l've said it over and over
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that our debt to the Soviet Union is auıomatically rescheduled

at ıo, 15 and 20 years, without interest. Let us in the Third
World reach an agreement with the develop€d capitalist countries;

let's reschedule our debt at 10, 15 or 20 years. Now there's

an example of an excellent, technical formula applied by Cuba

in its relations with the socialisı countrie§. That's what we

want. But they have no argument to contest our claim because

they can't hide their greediness, their selfishness, their !,ocation

for plundering. Pirates cannot hide their mentality, their

crimes, and that's their big prob|em. They can't stop this

snowball, they simply can't, and they'll never be able to stop

it, if you and all the othenı - women, students, workers, jour-

nalists, intellectuals and progresive and democratic politicians
-- inspired by patriotism and awareness, convey this message

to the people, to the ma§es. They will never be able to stop

it and that will be the one and only guarantee of real Victory!
(APPLAUsE}

Moreover, we in the Non-Aligned Movement have worked

intensiveıy with the countries of Africa and Asia. We have

talked with the socialist countries; we've talked with many

people, even in the industrialized world, ilı order to pave the

way for extensive solidarity and full support to those countries

whose situation is so desperate that they must dğclare a

moratorium.
The ideal thing would be for all of us to sit down and

discuss all the§c thing§. to get together and discuss this with

TV coveraç, via satellite - the works. The ideal thing would

be for all parties concerned to sit down and discuss and find

a solution. My dear Ecuadoran friend, that is the ideal thing,

That is 'indeed the ideal 'thing, but very difficult nonetheless,

The next best thing would be for all debtors -- first and

foremost the Latin-American countries - to sit down, talk

thing§ over and come to a consensus on what is to be done,

That's the ideal thing, but it is still difficult l believe that

this wil! come about when one or various countries will decide
*İt
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out of despair to suspend payments, decree and declare a
moratorium. ln that case, all conditions to offer suppon and
solidari§ must be cıeated.

We know that blockades cannot prevent anything, andthat's
why l mentioned Cuba's example. other countries would have
more support. Cuba was not §upponed. They started off by
distributing our markets. We were very ''wicked people,'' that"terrible" thing, a socialist country; that ''infernal'' thing. How
come? "A|| those people must be rapid|y doomed to heıı, they
m!§t be done away with" -- iust like they now want to do away
with the Nicaraguans and all other revolutionary countries. lt's
the c|assical imperiaIist formula. But l'm convinced that they
can't do anything.

Then l said that none of that would happen immediately.
lf a rebellion were to break out in one or several countries of
some economic importance, the imperialists wou|d try to step
in to stifle it .- and üis could happen if the masses *e.u not
aware. How€ver, if this awareness is created in the masses and
an attempt is made to impose the payment of the debt, at any
price, then we'll be on the threshold of revolutions, on the
tkeshold of revolution in this hemisphere. And we siıy this
very clearly so that those who can do something to solve this
problem will also u nderstand.

This is how we see the problem, very clearly, and we know
that it's like an incurable cancer. unless the cancer is excised
it will mean the death of all democratic process6. No question
about it. Gentlemen, this is a case of accelerated decay. very
accelerated decay. We have a c|ear example in Peru. A govern-
ment is coming to an end after five yean in power, a government
that had got over 50 percent of the votes, and was benı on
paying the debt and going along with the lMF conditions. How
many Vote§ dad that party get this time? Four percenı betrııeen
three and four percent of the votes. l be|ieve it wİs maybe
four and a half percent, after five years in power, only İiveyean. Now the processes of decay develop much faster. All
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these things are crvstal-clear and we understand them, and a

journalist, a revolutionary, a politician can understand them

better than anyone, These are unbreakable laws. Nobody,
no matter how good-|ooking or charming he may be, can keep

his popularity by simply uttering phrases and words when the
people are suffering the impact of this tragedy day after day.
He simply won't last. He has as much chance of lasting as a
snowball in hell.

There are also people who believe that publicity act§ like
magic and, of course, some governments have won elections
thanks to publicity; they hire US specialists. build up a good

image on TV, şend millions of dollars and get elected. But
it's easier to fooı the people for one day - election day - than
to fool them after 30 consecutive days in office without solving

anything.. Lincoln said that you could fool all the people some
of the time, but you couldn't foo| aıl the people al| the time.
Then comes the election, the big day. The man's an angel, an
apostle, a saint, an honest person, a ,wizard, he'll so|Ve all the
problems of the masses. . . so they go and voıe for him. But
how long does all this last? We can say that it's possible to foo|

the people several times in one single day, buı one thing is
cenain and it's that after the 30th or the 45th day, support
begins to peter out. Decline sets in. The thing is that formerly
it was like sliding down hill, but now, it's like going into a

tailspin. Things have changed;it isn't a slope anymore, it's an

abyss.
l don't want to 90 on about this much lonçr. l İeel that

|'Ve taken too much of your time. There's one more idea l'd
like to express and it's an important one. of all the things ıhat
we have discussed ' ?re there are two that are paramount:
to repudiate the payıl)ent of the debt or to cancel the debt,
and the New lnternational Economic order. _ The third is
economic integration. These three things are essential. l'm
saying this because if in Europe, England - the binhplace of
industrialization - has found out that it cannot develop without
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an European Common Market, then how could any of our small
countries in Central or South America develop without a Latih
American economic integration? Therefore, l believe there are
three basic ideas: to make a clean slate of the debt, to establash
the New lntemational Economic order and to obtain Latin
American economic integration, in that same order. These are
ideas that we must begin to defend as of now. Everybody talks
about integration and l believe this battle will constitute a big
step forward on the way to integration.

Lastly, an idea, not as momentous but still a basic idea: to
associate our battle against this economic crisis and for the
solution of these problems with our battle for world peace.
The cause of pQace has tremendous strength, in the industrialized
countries, - mainly in Europe, Japan and the United States
itself - but not as much in Third World countries because they
have no time to think about peace, since their dying of hunger,
diseases, all sorts of things in the midst of peace: they're fighting
a daily battle for survival. But the cause of peace has attained
worldwide strength, especially among all well-informed people
in Europe and other industrialized countries, We're şeaking
in terms of associating the strugole of the Third World fcr its
economic interests with the struggle for world peace. because
the interest we're paying on the debt is being spent on weapons,
military spending. thearms race, and an arms buildup. How is
all that money being spent - all that money that is being
taken away from the children, thereby depriving them of
food, medicine, everything, even of jobs for their family?
That's the $3oo billion that the united states şends every
year on arms and military buildup, the hundreds of billions
that are spent by the industrialized capitalist countries thus
forcing the sociali§t countries to spend millions, too. Whaı
use can the sociali§t countries have for an arms buildup or
a war industry? None at all. This was imposed on the socİalist
camp from the very moment the first sociaıist nation was
founded. That is a fact, and everything else is sheer fantasy.
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l believe we're already paying with all that interest and

uııequal terms of trade; with the $20 billion they cheated us

of in 1984, when we exported $95 billion worth and got

paid $2o billion less ıhan what a dollar was worth in 1980. We

keep on giving more and getting less. We try very hard, we

knock ourselves out exporting, and, every year that passes,

ouı exports are worth less and less. so then, what's all that

money being spent on? On the arms build up, on the arms

race, The idea is that our struggle shou|d be unified, as is

stated in these theses. The struggle againsı the foreign debt,

for the Na^/ lnternational Economic order and for dwelop
ment closely linked to the struggle for peace will potentiate

its force, because, even in the industrialized countries, millions
of people .- tens of millions, hundreds of millions of people --

would be determined to support it, and we must see to it that
they do.

A woman from the United States spoke here, very concretely
and eloquently. She promised that she would wage her battle
in her country. There are millions -tens of millions - of people

like her in the United states, Europe, Japan, Canada, in that
same industrialized world whose greedy system is robbing
us and trying to starve u§ to death,

l think that, after alı the discussion, after having listened to
excellent şeeches ,- genera|ly speaking, they were all very good

-, a|I that rEmains to be done now is to underctand these basic

ideas, all the basic goals of this b8ttle.
l'm certain that this meeting and this discussion will have an

important bearing on this strugple and on the Victory that we

can, should and will score.
Thank you. (APPLAUSEl
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Esıe libro ha sido procesado en el CombinadoPoligrAfico "A|fredo Lı5pez'' del Ministerioğe L_ultura, terminado en el mes de julio
de 1985. ANo DEL TERCER coNGRE:so.
Ciudad de Lx Habana.
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İNTRODUCTlON

Last March, Commander in Chief Fidel Castro granted a long
inıeryiew to Prof, Jeffrcy Elliot and Congrasman Mervyn M.

ğmally, of the United Stat6. Many economic,,political and
historiö matters were dealt wiıh in depth in the cource of the
infuıview, wtıich continued for *veral sessions.

The complefu text of these talks will fu published soon.
ln view of ıhe importance and timeliness of the problems

rela6d to the nrious inlernational economic crisis that ııınre
discussed during these talks, it vns decided to issue this volume,
containing t1e economic section of the interuiew.

Prof. Jeffrey Elliot and Rep. Mervyn Dymally will publish a
book in üıe unibd statrıs soon vrhich will contain the economic
şction of üe inbruiew and other satements and thesg on
economic topics by Comrade Firjel Castro.

The Editorc
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ECONOMlC SECTİON
OF THE lNTERVlEW GRANTED

BY CoMMANDER lN cHlEF
FİDEL CASTRO RUZ,

FİRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMlTTEE
OF THE COMMUNİST PARTY OF CUBA

AND PRESlDENT OF THE COUNC|L OF STATE
AND oF THE couNclL oF MlNlsTERs,

To PRoF. JEFFREY M. ELLloT,
OF THE POL|T|CAL SClENCE DEPARTMENT

OF NORTH CAROLlNA COLLEGE AT DURHAM,
AND CALl FORNİA DEMOCRAT CONGRESSMAN

MERVYN M. DYMALLY,
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

FOREİGN AFFRAl RS COMMlTTEE
AND FoUNDlNG PREslDENT

oF THE cARlBBEAN-AMERlcAN RESEARCH lNsTlTuTE,
oN MARCH 29,1985,

YEAR OF THE 3RD CONGRESS

JEFFREY ELLloT: Mr. President, given the monumenta|
importance of the present economic crisis of Latin America, why
hasn't the İnternational community responded with far greater
urgEncy to that problem?

F|DEL CASTRO: For several reasons. I suppose that, when
you say the "international community," you mean the industri-
a|ized community, the developed countries - and mainly the
wcstern countries, which are the ones that have the closest
economic relations with the Latin-American and caribbean
countries.

First: because of their indifference and indolence to and lack
of real concern about the economic, social and human tragedy
that the Third world countries are experiencing.

Second: l could say, because of their lack of awareness,
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irresponsibility and lack of foresight with regard to the serious
political problems that exist and especially concerning those that
will arise in the short and medium term. lt is possible that, when
problems come to a crisis - and there will be a crisis - they will
become aware and begin to be concerned about those problems.

Third: because of selfishness. They have a privileged eco-

nomic relationship with the Third Worİd countries; they buy
cheap raw materials, cheap exotic products for which they pay
less and less, and they sell ever more expensive manufactured
products.

Fourth: because they have become accustomed to a system

of privileges, which they aren't at all interesıed in renouncing.
Yesterday, for example, l explained how, in iust one year,

1984, Latin America transferred economic resources worth more

than $7o billion to the industrialized countries, as follows:
interest on the debt and profits, $37.3 billion; deterioration in

the terms of trade, $20 billion. What does this mean? That, if
Latin America, with a certain amount of exported products,
purchased the equivalent of 100 in products from the developed
countries in 1980, with that same amount of products, it acqu ired
the equivalent of 78.3 in 1984. lf trade or exports worth around
$95 billion is considered, the loss under this heading amounts to
slightly over §20 billion. That is, Latin America has transferred
merchandise, economic Values, worth $20 billion without
receiving anything at all in exchange.

ln addition to remittances under these two headings we have
to add - and this is a very conseruative figure - $l0 billion for
the flight of foreign currency, money that was sent to the indus-
trialized countries, mainly the United States. And lastly, as a
prudent, conseruative figure, since this is difficult to determine
exactly, $5 billion due to the overvaluation of the dollar.

ln order to understand the losses incurred under this heading,
lett take an example and use the old, coveted gold, which was
often used as currency - the most traditional currency - to
mea§Jre the value of things. lmagine that you are lent a kilogram
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of gold at 6 percent interest. Hi§torically, interest rates weren't
very high, and some countries - particularly some religions,
such as lslam - denounce interest and even assen that charging
interest constıtutes robbery. But, leaving aside these ethical
concepts and religious conceptions and accepting as normal the
fact that someone who was granted a loan should repay it, plus
some additaonal amount, if you are |ent a kilogram of gold and are
expected to return a ki|ogram and 6 percent more gold at the end
9f a vear, and if zuddenly the person who |enİ you the go|d
decides that you should give him a larger amounİ of gold, 35
percent more - which is more or less equal to the overvaluation
of the dollar - then you have receiyed a kilogram of gold and the
|ender is demanding that you return 1.35 kilograms of gold, plus
6 percent intere§t. lf, in addition to this, that o-perceni inierest
is raised to 10 percent when it comes time to pay, the |ender is
demanding that you pny 1.35 kilograms of gold plus 1O percent
more. Then, in short, you received a certain amount, at a cenain
rate of interest, but are being presured to return a largeramount,
at higher interest - that is, you are being robbed in a way that
isn't permitted by any religion.

How_ much does that amount to? we|l, l'd have to have the
exact fi6ures on what pan of that debt was in dol|ars, and how
much interest was agreed upon in each case. to know exactly
how much the loan and the interest on that dollar overvalued by
more than 30 percent has cost the debtors each year.

lt can be calculated that bt least two thirds of Latin America.s
debt is contracted with us sources - that is, let's say $2O0 billion,
Let's ass.ı me that that figure represents the actual debt in dol|ars
- which is quite unIikely, since other credit sources operate also
with that currency - and that the dollar is overvalued by
10 percent; you are increasing your real debt objective|y by
$20 billion, plus the corresponding interest. lf t-he dollar is
overvalued by 30 percent, your objective, real debt in dollars
increased by $60 bi|lion. The amount of dol|ars doesn't change,
but each dollar is more expensive. Therefore, l have made a very
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conservative e§timate that, in 1984, at least $5 billion was paid in

interest on that increased value of the dollar.
Summing up: for the reasons l have mentioned, Latin Amer-

ica has transferred more than $70 billion in a single year in the

form of money or merchandise for which it didnt receive any-

thing in exchangE.
Now, another analysis: how much of that transfer was ille,

gitimate? Let's accept the normal interest on the debt. we

won't call it illegitimat9; we won't call it plunder. But normal

intorest - we won't adopt the lslamic concept; we'll adopt the

western christian one: for a given amount of money, 8 reason,

able - thougüı relatively high - interest rate must be paid, an

8-percent irıterost rate, which includes the devaluation, which

isn't exactly the cas8 of the dollar. so, then, what share of the

$7O billion that is now being exacted from Latin America is

illegitimato? For a deterioration in the terms of trade, $20
billİon;for an interest spread of 12 percent instead of 8 porcent -
also a conşrvativo assessment - $10 billion. lt is estimatod that,

for each point in thg intere§t rate, the amount that Latin Amer-

ica has to pay increasas by $3.5 billion a year. Than, add $10
billion for the flight of capital - that is, money th8t the country
rectived for exports, for services rendered, wen for loans, money

that the country needs for investments, for development, which

is sent abroad. And $5 billion for the overyaluation of the do|lar.

Thus, in 19&4, the Latin-American economy has been arbitrari,
ly, illegitimat€|y deprived of $45 billion. A part of the world

whose population doubles every 25 yean and which has.terrible

social, educational, housing, health and employment problems is

being illegitimately deprived of $45 billion - of $70 billion of
expatriated resources, when the allegedly normal intorest is

added.
Those countries' economies can't hold up under it; this is

already the ca§e. They are becoming aware of this problem and

are reacting, and a serious crisis is in the making. lf the we§tern

countries peFist in maintaining this system of plunder and no

solution is found, l believe that there will be quite a generalized
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social explosion in Latin America. And, of cou rse, we're stating
this and reiterating it precisely so that everyone will become
aware of the problem, l've been asked, ''What do you want: for
there to be an explosion in Latin America?'' And l've answered,
"No, we want these problems to be solved; an explosion alone
won't solve the difficu lties.''

we have stated that we must struggle to solve this economic
crisİs, to solve the p.oblem of the debt, and we must struggle for
the New lnternational Economic order, which was almosıınani-
mously adopted by the United Nat|ons ten years ago to promoti
international cooperation and protect the economies and devel-
opment prospects of the weaker countries, putting an end -
among other arbitrary actions in the economic relations between
the deve|oped and the developing countries - to these problems
l've mentioned: the growing deterioration in the termİ of trade
and unjust, abusive financial practices, such as artificial interest
spreads and the overvaluation of the richer countries'currencies.
This is compounded by equally loathsome and selfish trade prac.
tices such a_s dumping highly subsidized products and the prbtec-
tionist tariff and nontariff measures constant|y applied by the
the European Economic community, the Unitej States and
other industrialized nations.

|'m going to refer to a very current proteclionist policy tied
to \he domestic subsidies that considerably affected many
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. ln 1981, the
United States still imported 5 million tonsof sugar,mostof ;hich
came from Third World countries; in 1984, it imported only 2,7
million tons. That is, sugar imports have dropped - drastically -and are still dropping. lt has been estimated that, for the coming
period, it will import less than 1 .7 million tons. This is because
the. United States is protecting and encouraging the production
of beet sugar and corn syrup. The taxpayers 

-have 
İo pay for

tho§e subsidies; the consumers have to pay more for that sugar
because its prices aren't regulated by the law of supply and
demand, so İoudly championed by the capitalist systemiana tne
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market system likewise so loudly championed isn't respected,

and an artificial procedure of zubsidies and prİces is established,

what are the consequence§ for these countries which used to

export that sugar to the United states? Their exports have been

reduced by half. by two thirds. ln addition, there iscustomsduty,
What about the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Colombia, Peru,

Ecuador and many other countries? -|'m not speaking about

Cuba; our quota was taken away from u9 a long time ago, under

the pretext of having to blockade our country economically so

as to strangle the §ocial change, and it was distributed among all

those countries; now it's being taken away from them .- we don't

know under what pretexts, because they haven't carried out any

revolutions or moved away from capita|ism. What wil| they do

with their workers?
what will they do with their plantations and with their indus-

tries? what will they do with their debts? what will they do

with the interest to be paid on their enormous debts? Natura|ly,

this aggravates the crisis.
The United State§ is doing the same with textiles: restric,

tions and quotas for textile imports from Latin America and for
steel from Brazil, Argentina and Mexico. And so on and so forth.

All against the principle of free competition, the principle of
supply and demand and its much-championed market principle,

other products of the emerging Latin-American industry have

even fewer possibilitites.
The European position is even worse: it subsidizes sugar at

very high prices and exports the surplus. lt used to import

'millions of tons of sugar: now it is demanding a quota of 5 mi|-

lion tons on the world market. All of these measures drive

sugar prices down, because, if the United states stops import
ing, 5 million tons, if it cuts its import figure in half, and if
Europe stops importing and becomes a large exporter, the sur-

plus sugar goes on the world market and prices fall. Then Japan

buys cheaper sugar, Canada buys cheaper sugar, and many other
rich industrialized countries buy cheap sugar,; they pay less for
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it. yet other countries have an unlimıted need for this and other
foodstuffs but don't have the necessary buying power.

Europe subsidizes meat. ln the past, it used toimportit; now
it is a meat exportğr. The EEC meat producers are paid $2500
a ton, and the meat is then exported for $8m a ton. So meat from
Arçntina, Uruguay, Colombia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Panama and
other Latin-American countries confronts a depresed world
market price of $1 150 a ton. Just as with sugar, many Third
World countries need meat but don't have the necessary buying
power. Their own exports are depressed. Their main client, the
industrialized wor|d, is paying increasingly laughable prices.

ln order to produce sufficient food for a |arç population,
you need technology, fertilizers, pesticides, machinery and
energy, and you have to get them from the industrialized world
or from the great fuel exporters at increasingly inaccessible
prices. lnvestments, a technical culture and scientific expertise
are also needed. None of this is within their reach. They can't
produce them, and they can't buy them. This is the tragedy.

The New lnternational Economic order ca|ls for an end to
such trade practices - indeed abusive and unjust; they can't be
described as anything else - by the richer, more industrialized
countries. How can the Latin-American countrie§ be expected
to develop when, in addition to their being paid les§ for their
exports and charçd more for their import§, their hard currency
is drained away through the mechanisms of the flight of capital,
their exports are restricted, they are §Jbiected to devastating
forms of unfair competition, the dollar is overvalued and they
are charged arbitrarily high interest rates on the enormous debts
that have been imposed on their peoples?

All of this constitutes a system of privileged economic rela-
tions for the industrialized countries - that aren't really Very
enthusiastic about giving up those privileçs. The Third World
countries - which for centuries were colonies and suppliers of
exotic products, raw materials and cheap fuel - are not to blame
for their economic backwardness.
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l don't know if this explanation is clear. l'Ve tried to give

example§ and quote figures - figures that are exact because we

have the updated information on the regres§ion of the Latin-Amer-
ican economy during the last few years. The per capita product

of thğ Latin-American countries as a whole has decreased. The
gap separating them from the industrialized countries is growing

ever wider. lt is a fatal and sustained trend that must be reversed.

JEFFREY ELLlOT: Mr. President, how do you respond to
the often-repeated charge that the affected Latin-American na-

tions have a moral responsibility to repay their debts, that the

money was loaned in good faith and that the failure to repay
their debts would be a clear sign of bad faith?

FlDEL cAsTRo; Well, |'m going to tell you what happened
with that money. Traditiona|ly, dğbtors used to go to the banks

to borrow money. ln recent years, that practice was reversed.

The banks amassed huge zums; among other things, they collected
the financial surpluses of oil-producing countries during the oil-
price boom, and some industrialized countries had accumulated
huge ıİms of money. The role of the banks is to raise money,
lend money and earn interest. Then the banks went out to look
for people to lend money to, and they lent a lot of money.

Some 2O or 25 years ago, Latin America had practically no

debu now, it amounts to $360 billion. What did that money go

for? Part of it was spent on weapons. ln Argentina, for instance,
tens of billions of do|lars went for military expenditures, and the
same was true of chile and other countries. Another part of that
money was embezzled, was §tolen and wound up in foreign banks,
in Switzerland and the United states. Another part returned to
the United states and Europe as a flight of capital. Whenever
there was talk of a devaluation, the more affluent people, out of
mistrust, would change their money for dollarsand deposit it in us
banks. Another part of that money was squandered; another part
was used by some countries to pay for the high price of fuel; and,
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finally, another part was spent on some economic programs. Let's
grant that.

You say that the countries have a moral responsibility. when
you talk about nations. you're talking about the people, the
workers, the farmers, the students, the middle class - the doctors,
:,ngineers, teachers, other professionals -- and other social sectors.
what did the people get out of the $360 billion that was spent on
weapons, deposited in US banks, mi§spent or embezzled?
what did the people get out oİ the overvaluation of the dollar or
out of the interest spread? They got absolutely nothing. And
who has to pay for that debt? The people: the workers, the
professİonals and the farmers; everybody has to make do with
reduced wages, reduced income. and make huge sacrifices. Where
is the morality of imposing measures that result in a bloodbath
in an effort to make the people pay the debt, as was the case in
the Dominican RepuHic, where the lnternational Monetary
Fund's measures re§J|ted in dozens of people being ki|led and
hundreds more shot? The people have to protest, b€caus€ they
are being forced to pay a debt that they didn't contract and that
brought them practically no benefits.

That's why we §ay that payment of that debt is an economic
impossibility, a political impossibility. You practically have to
klll the people to force them to make the sacrifices required to
pay that debt. Any democratic process that tries to impose those
restrictions and sacrifices by force wil| be ruined. Lastly, it's a
moral impossibility, for the reasons l've already given you.

Therefore, l think that itt much more moral to cancel this
debt, which would benefit billions of people - l'm not talking
just about Latin America's debt; l'm also talking about the debt
of Africa and A§ia, which affects the lives of over 70 percent of
mankind - than to spend the money on weapons: chemical
weapons, nuclear weapons, biological weapons, aircraft carriers,
battleships, strategic missiles and star-waİ§ weapons progİams.
Wtıat is truly immoral. an act of bad faith, practically a be-trayal
of mankind, is to force the people to go hungry; to live in poveny;
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to live in the worst material, educational, cultural and health

conditions in order to spend a trillion dollars on weapons and

military activities arery year - for this is what is being şent on
preparing the conditions for a catastrophe, to kill hundreds of
millions of people and perhaps even to wipe out mankind.

To those who make zuch statements, we must say that that is
what is really immoral - not the cancellation of the debt, whose
payment can't be exacted from people who got nothing, no ben-

efits, from that money.

MERVYN DYMALLY: Mr. President, what has been the net

impact of the economic boycott of Cuba by the united States,

and how long can Cuba survive without US trade?

FlDEL CASTRO: Well, if you make mathematical calcula-
tion§, you can detail the consequences of the blockade - we've
done this - which has already cost us billions of dollars. ln
transportation alone, to cite .iust one example, if you have to
bring your imports from Japan or Europe, if you have to bring
the goods you could otherwıse have purchased in the United
states from a place that is 10 or 20 times as far away, you are
forced to spend several times as much on transportation. lf, in
addition. you have to go to other places to find the goods that
you couldn't buy in the United states, you may also have to pay

a higher price, because the trader, the seller, knows that you have

no alternative but to buy that merchandise in that country, lf
you calculate all the damage done to cuba by depriving her of
her zugar quota and the price difference between what we would
have gotten from the United states under the existing agreements

and the prices at which we had to sell that sugar in Japan and
other countries, it's a lot of money.

lf you ca|culate the damage caused by cutting off all supplies
of spare parts, specific materials and equipment for industries
based on US technology, you can s€e that the damage was

considerable.
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Some things were even more paanful, however, because th6y
caused damage to human beings. whğn you can't buy medical
equipment that is made exclusively in the United States, or a
given medicine that is needed to save a life, the consequences of
the blockade cease to be iust economic; they are of a humane
nature. When someone in any country is the Victim of a meazure
that may cost him his life, there are legal procedures for claiming
material compensation; an enormous, justified claim has been
lodged in lndia for the deaths of thousands of people caused by a
lethal gas leak at a pesticide plant owned by a Us transnationat.
But, leaving those aspects aside, the blockade has cost our
country's economy billions of dollars; we estimate it to be about
$10 billion, Still, we've he|d out, and we can go on holding out
- we held out for 26 years, and we can hold out for another 25
yearc; we can hold out for another 100 years wathout trading
with the United states - because we were forced to make greater
efforts, to be more austere, more efficient. ln other wordJ, İrom
the damage caused by the blockade, we have derived some Virtues
that are of enormous value for a developing country. We have
struggled to find alternative solutions, and we have found them.
we have excelled at our work and have turned the us economic
aggression into a motivating force.

We have developed economic relations with the other social-
ist countries and established a kind of new international econdrn-
ic order in our relations with them. we aren't Victimized by the
law of unequal trade relations, protectionism, interest spread, an
overvalued ruble, protectionist mea$res, or dumping by the
other socialist countries. As a result, we have estaılished a
solid foundation for the country's economic and social develop-
ment, which is guaranteed. We a|ready know what we are going
to do during the next 15 yearc in all fields of economic- and
social development - in the indu§trlal, agricu|fural, housing, edu-
cational, cultural, sports and medical programs - and, dlspite
the blockade, there are some areas, zuch as pub|ic health and
education, in which our achievemğnts come very close to those

1,1

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



of the United States, and we expect to surpass it in the not too
distant future. That is, we use our resources rationally to achieve

sustained economic development in the interests of the p€ople,

we certainly won't adopt any such measures as cutting aid to the

elderly, reducing old-aç pensions, cutting medicines for the sick,

or reducing hospital and school appropriations; we don't sacri-

fice social programs - as they do in the United states _ for the

sake of building aircraft carriers, MX missiles and other engines

of war that the world abhors.
you can see the difference. while the united states has im-

posed a policy of sacrificing social assistance and social expen-
,ditures, in our country these are top,priority items. Rather than

freezing them, as has been suggıested in that country, they are

increased eveıy year, as our economic performance improves,

This is why Cuba is the only Latin-American or Caribbean

country which hasn't suffered from this crisis. We haven't been

exposed to the crisis, except as it affects the 15 pğrcent of our

tr.d" thut is carried out with western countries - which, of
course, charge high prices for their products, pay low prices for
ours and force us to pay high interest rates on our foreign debt

in cor|vertible currency, which is relatively modest. But 85 per-

cent of our trade is within the socialist community, and this is

what gives us a solid foundation for the sustained growth of our
economy. And, during these years of crisis, when the Gross
Domestic Product and per capita product of the Latin-American
countries as a whole dropped, Cuba's Gross Social Product

- that is, its economy - grew by 24.8 percent and its per capita
product grew by 22.6 percent in the 1981-84 period. This is

recorded in the annual economic, reports of the united Nations
Economic commission for Latin America and the caribbean.
in which cuba's situation can be contrasted to that of the rest of
the Latin-American countries.

The groMh of the cuban economy during the 1981-84
period is higher - much higher - than that of the rest of the

Latin-American countries. ln Argentina, the Gross Domestic
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Prod_uct docreased by 6 percent; in Bolivia, by 16.1 percant; in
Brazil, by 0.3 percent; in Chila. by 5.4 percent; in Peru, by 3.8
porcent; and in Uruguay. by 13.9 percent. This list is quİte İong.
lim not referring to the figures on health and educatiÖn, where
oıJr country is in first p|ace among all the Third World nations
and ahead of several industrialized countries, as we|l, we have no
problems of unemployment, begging, slums, prostitution, gam-
bling or drugs. Not even alcoho|ism.

. This is why we are morally entitled to speak about this prob-
lem of the economic crisis and of Latin Americat Oebİ; wedon't have to keep si|ent, This is precisely why we are energet-
ically denouncing it. But we can feel secure beca;se, fortunately,
we depend very little on the Western world. and we jon't depend
at all on economic re|ations with the united states. l wonoer
how many other countries in the wor|d can say the same.

MERVYN DYMALLY: Let's turn the other side of the coin
and daydream a little bit. What wou|d happen if trade opened up
in the united state§? what gffect would it have on the cuban
ecanomy?

FlDEL CASTRO: l believe that the United States has fewer
and fewer thing§ to offer Cuba. we export sugar, but the United
States is reducing 8ll its sugar impons, nearly eliminating the
sugar quota§ of many Latin-American countries. what sug;rare
we going to sell to the United states? The United Stites is
drastically restricting its imports of Latin-American steel. We
c8n export some steel for construction, but there's no market for
it in the united states. The United states is imposing extremely
low textile quotas on the Latin-American textiĞ.exporting
countries to protect its own textile production. The iextiles
made in the new modern textile mills that our country has
built and in the old ones, many of which have been modemized
and expanded, couldn't be sold to the United states.

As regards tourism, thğ demand is now greater than our hotel
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capacity, Lifting the blockade would only imply an advantagQ

in'the İong run. l'm not going to say that we wouldnt derive

some beneJit, because that wouldn't be true. There might be

some practical advantagps; perhaps some goods that now have to

be acquired in distant third countries could be obtained in the

United States with lower freight costs and speedier delivery; we

might purchase some types of medical equipment manu{actured

in İtıe UniteO States, some recent products of its pharmaceutical

industry - things of that sort, of that kind. But it wouldn't be

anything out of this world, because it would be inconceivable for

,rİo .a.t buying Cadillacs and other luxury items in the Unitod

states if our ielalions with the united states were normalized

someday; we haven't the sıightest intention of spending a single

cent on luxury items - it can go on exporting those things to

other Latin-American countries, to millionaires and other people

who have money to spend on those things even though their

countries derive no benefit from the purchase but rather the

opposite - more debts with more squandering,

But, frankly speaking - l like frankness - relations with the

United states, economic relations, wouldn't imply any basic

benefit for Cuba, any essential benefit. If trade relations with

the united states were renewed tomorrow and if we were able

to export our products to the United States, we would have to

start making plans for new lines of production to be exported

to the United States, because everything we are producing now

and everything we are going to produce in the next five years

has already been sold on other markets. we would have to
take them away from the other socialist countries in order to

sell them to the United states, and the socialist countries pay us

much better prices and have much betteı relations with us than

the united states does.
we export our citrus fruit, a large part of our sugar, a large

part of our nickel and other products to the other socialist

"orntri"r, 
which not only pay us much higher prices and sell

their products to us at lower prices but also chargE us much
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lower interest for credits and reschedule our debt fcır 10, 15 or
20 years without interest.

ln fact, what are we suppo§ed to do? There's an old folk
saying that goes, "Dont sıııap a cow for a goat!'' (LAUGHTER)

JEFFREY ELLloT: Mr. President, how ha( Latin America's
inability to repay past debts affected its ability to negotiate new
loans?

F|DEL CASTRO: They don't need new loans; they don't
need them. lf they're paying $40 billion now - and they'll have
to pay $40 billion every year if the debt doesn't contlnue to
grov\, - that will mean $400 billion in ten years, making enor-
mous sacrifices, and it will be very difficult to convince the
people to do this. They don't need loans. They can lend them-
selves the $40 billion and the $40o billion for dwelopment
prqırams, and the people will understand the need for such
sacrifices and for implementing austerity measures for their
development. Now they are asking the people to make sacrifices
that will promote backwardness, decrease the per capita product
and reduce the Gross Domestic Product, but they can persuade
the people to make sacrifices for the sake of growth and develop-
ment.

Banks cant offer them more resou rces than they can offer
them§elves. For example, if Brazil is paying $12 billion a year
for the interest on its debt, it doesn't need any loans; İf it
invested that $12 billion, it wou|d have $120 billion for develop-
ment purposes in ten years. Mexico, with great restrictions, is
exporting $23.5 billion worth of products and importing only
$10 billion wonh; it could invest more than $10 billion İ year
instead of paying interest on its debt. That makes over $1OO
billion in ten years. lf Argentina is paying $5 billion, that
would amount to $50 bil|ion in ten years.

No one can lend those countries sııch enormous g.ı ms for
dwelopment; if anybody did, in a few years, the three of them
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would be paying $60 billion a year for interost instead of tha

almost $3O billion they are now paying, Th8t i3, sacrifices wouU
continue; they would be even greater. The oconomy would grow

just to pay the interest to the banks, lt can be compared only E
that torment in Greek mythology in which a man is doomed to
push a large stone uphill for all eternity, a stone that always rolls

down again before reaching the top.
l've given several examples. The same could apply to Vene-

zuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay - almost all the other

countries. Then no one would have to lend them money; they

could deposit that money and use it for development. Nobody

could take reprisals against tho§e countries or blockade them

economically. The industrialized wor|d can't do without the

underdeveloped countries' trade; it can't do without their raw

materials; it can't do without their minerals; it can't do without
their fuel; it can't do without their chocolate.

Can you imagine an industrialized society - Sııvitzerland,

Engtbnd, France, Spain, ltaly, the FRG, th6 United states or
Canada - without chocolate? Can you imagine thoso countrİ3s
without coffee, tea or cashow nuts to go with their drinks?
Can you imagine them without nutmgg, cloves, other 3pic6s,

pe8nuts, sesame seeds, pineapples, coconuts or coconut oil for
their mild and fragrant soaps? Well, life would be very sad and
unpleasant in the industriglized countrıos if the steel, copp€r,

aluminum, chemical and power industrios were also to ıtop.
They can't do without any of that.

Therefore, the power of decision is no lonçr in the hands

of the rich countries. lf you tell them, "Lend, aid, cooperate

and be fair," 10 or 50 years could go by without their paying

you any attention. with this crisis, in which the gigantic debt is
nothing more than an expression of systematic and historical
plunder, the decision is now in the hands of the Latin,
American and other Third world countries. because, with the
money they are handing over - and, as l explained before, much
of that money is illegitimate, the product of the overvalued
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dol|ar, the interest rates and the otheı measures l've mentioned -
they are moral|y and rightfully entitled to decide to suspend pay-
ments. This action isn't new; it's as old as Roman law. Loanş
moratoriums, payments and defaults all existed 2000 years ago
- sometimes decreed by the state, at other times by the debtors
themse|ve§. of course, in those times in Rome - which was as
democratic as the united states and which had a senate like the
senate of the united States and a capito| like the capitol of the
United states - when someone couldn't pay his debts, he was
haled into court and was declared a slave. Enslavement for
indebtedness lasted for millennia, from the time of G reece and
the time of Rome. EVen recent|y, there were countries where
people who couldn't pay their debts were declared slaves. What
is the good of human rights and a|l the achievements obtained
by man during the last two mil|ennia? The industrialized
countries could never shackle and ens|ave 4 billion peopie in the
world, nor have thğy needed to up until now, because what they
have done is to exploit them as if they were slaves. Today, they
work almost exclusive|y for the benefit of the industrialized
countries; they are slaves without chains, and they could very
we|l proclaim their freedom before the industrialized world.

That has been done many times. During the past century,
the slaves in Haiti dec|ared themselves free. The freedom of the
slaves in the United States was also proclaimed. This has
happened in many parts of the world. No one has ever que*
tioned the justice of that. This debt may become the chisel
with which the economically enslaved peop|es of the Third
World begin to break their chains.

The cancellation of the debt would simply be an absolutely
moral, absolutely unobjectionable, proclamation of freedom.
This is clear: they don't need loans of any kind. Moreover, the
industrialized world would benefit, because the developing
countries would have greater buying power: instead of import-
ing $10 billion worth of goods, for example, Mexico could
import $20 billion worth; Argentina could import $8.5 billion
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worth instead of s4.2 billion worth. This would also be the case

with Brazil and the rest of the Latin-American countries. where

could they buy finished products.; materials; and agricultural,

transportation and industrial equipment? From the united
States, Europe and Japan. The Thifd World's buying power

would increase every year by $80 billion - which, if well invest-

ed, could guarantee the sustained growth of their economies if
the economic principles proclaimed by the United Nations were

applied. This would mean more exports for the industrialized
countries. greater use of installed capacity and more workers
employed.

Unemployment is the main problem in the industrialized
countries. They would increase employment and industrial prof-

its, the export companies would export more, investors abroad

would make larger profits and the banks would recover their
money. l'm not suggesting that the banks go under; l'm not sug-

ge§ting that the banks lose their money; l'm not suggpsting that

the taxpayers pay more taxes. l am suggesting something Very

simple: to use a small percent of military expenditures - which
couldn't be more than 12 percent - so the creditor states can

assume the debts to their own banks. This way, neither the

banks nor the depositors would lose; to the contrary, the banks

would have that money guaranteed. Who could guarantee this
better than the rich and powerful industrial states of which the
Western nations are so proud? lf they consider themselves capa-

ble of dreaming up and waging "star wars" while giving barely a

thought to the risks involved in a thermonuclear conflict that
would in the first minute destroy a hundred times more than

what is due their banks- ln §hort, if the idea of universal suicide
doesn't scare them, why should they be afraid of something as

simple as the canceılation of the Third Wor|d's debt? what is the
.only thing that would suffer? Military spending. l believe that
this is absolutely moral - and, furthermore, reassuring and
healthful. This way, the solution of the Third World's economic
problems would be associated with peace, with international
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d6tente, which is what all countries are demanding.
No demand could be fairer or more moral than to end the

arms race, to reduce military spending. This, in essence, iswhat
|'m suggesting. l'm not saying that the banks shouldn't be paid.
l am suggesting that each creditor state take over the debt to
its own banks. That is the essence. lt's a simple accounting
operation. lt's not going to close a single factory; it's not going
to stop a single ship along its route; it's not going to interfere'
with a single sales contract on the market. To the contrary,
employment, trade, industrial and agricultural output and profits
would be increased everywhere. lt isn't going to hun anybody.
The only adverse effects would be on arms and military spending,
neither of which provides food, clothing, education, heaıth or
housing for anybody. That is the formula l am suggesting.

Frankly, it seems to me that this takes everybody's interest§
into account. That's what's good about the formula: it hurts no
one and benefits all.

JEFFREY ELLIOT: Mr. President, suppose the United
States were to cancel all outstanding debts and, in cooperation
with Latin America, provide a massive foreign assistance program,
Would such an action significantly change your own view of the
United states and produce a dramatic turn in U$Cuban
reIations?

F|DEL cAsTRo: l'll answer you the following: What is
needed is İor the debt to be cancelled, because that will benefit
the united states, international trade and a|l countries. l think
it would be of great help for overcoming the crisis, because, as a
matter of fact, not even the united states has come out of the
crisis. To the contrary, the United states is creating its own
conditions for a bigger crisis.

During the last four years, this administration used its mone-
taristic policy and the Us economic power so skillfully that it
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imposed a financial policy, a monetary policy, on the rest of the

world, forcing not only the Third World countries - that could
do absolutely nothing - but also its Spanish, French, ltalian,
Engtish, West German and Japanese allies and everybody else to
accept it. Through its Federal Reserve Bank, the united states
decided how much money there should be on the market, what
the interest rates should be and what economic policy to impos
on the world - exclusively to solve its own economic difficulties:
inflation, unemployment and economic stagnation.

Moreover, this was associated with an arms race without new

taxes, such as the Vietnam War. Economists know that the
expenditures of the Vietnam War were one of the causes of the

high inflation that hit the world economy. The United states
spent hundreds of billions of dol|ars without raising taxes,

because the war was so unpopular that the people would have

baulked at paying for it through new taxes.
Now the United states is spending more than İt did on the

Vietnam War - and it is promoting rearmament and the arms
race without raising taxes. lt has tried to pay for it partly by
cutting back public spending; assistance to senior citizens, the
sick and the schools - all those measures that have been diş
cussed so much in the United States. But those §avings arsn't
enough, because military spending has grown enormously:
from $135 billion in 1980 to $277 billion in 1985, to $314
billion in the coming fiscal year. That's not money for dwel-
oping industrial technologies or for making industry more
efficient and productive. All that money is spent on Very expen-
sive equipment that contributes absolutely nothing to the
economy. That's a fact. what did this administration manage

to combine? An arms race without raising taxes, a reduction in
inflation, an increase in production and a decrease in unemploy-
ment which is truly marvelous. lt's as if it had an AJaddin's
lamp or the wild ass's skin of which Balzac spoke in his novel.
But you cou|d ask the wild ass's skin for only three thing§. and
Reagan's already asked it for much more. Generally, those
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magic things don't grant an unlimited number of requests. They
§et a limit: three thing§, four things or five things. l've listed
four things here: rearmament without raising taxes, the reduc-
tion of inflation, an increase in economic activity and the de-
crease in unemployment., Someday the members of the brain
trust that gave Reagan this formula will have to be found and
given citations and maybe decorated with an award that could be
called the order of the Machiavellian, Prince because they are
certainly Very intel|igent people who know all the secrets of
these mechanisms and came up with what Reagan needed: to
colTle to the election with less inflation; more employment;
more production; and, in addition, almost $300 billion in mili_
tary spending without raising taxes. Now, there are more
battleships, aircraft carriers, bombers, nuclear submarines,
Cruise missiles and arms of all sorts. That is how Reagan ran for
reelection. He got all that.

But then it makes you wonder, because money doesn't grow
on troes; money has to come from somewhere. lt makgs you
wonder how Reagan accomplished this and how all this was paid
for - l think that i3 a que§tion the Us citizgns hava to ask them.
s8lvgs - and what the con§equences will bs after this. Well, for
oxampl6, there is one: the pubiic debt, which had taken 2O5
years to r9ach sı trillion, increased by $650 billion in iust thİee
years of thg Reagan Administratİon - 1981-84. By the end of
1986, after five yaars of the Reagan Administration, it wİ|l
amount to more than $2 triııion. l.m using tha US trillion,
which is equal to the English billion; a million million,

The economis8 advising Reagan have managed to achieve
in five yea6 what it took all the other Presidents of the United
Sates 205 yeaİ§ to do. There's no doubt that it's an olympic
record. Second, the budget deficit has already come close to
$200 billion, and, at its present rate, it should reach S222 billion
during this fiscal year. That's another Olympic record,

lt should be borne in mind that last February, in ju§t 28
days, the deficit rose by $20.5 billion. Last yeaı/s trade deficit
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was $123 billion. An Olympic record. Three Olympic records.

This year, the trade deficit is estimated at $140 billion. For Feb-

ruary, the figure was $1 1.4 billion .- the highest since September

1984, when it amounted to $11.5 billion.
l ask you: Where does this money come from? How can this

"miracle," this US "miracle," be explained? How has he managed

to turn water into wine? How did he work the miracle of multi-
plying the fish and the loaves? l believe that, on the basis of this
experience and what we are witnessing, it will even be necessary

to found a new church, because we are witnessing "miracles."

And, obviously, we belie\re in "miracles." There may still be

other "miracles" to see. Where does the money come from?

From everybody. There are other "miracles." One way or an-

other, they have manaçd to collect the money from the

Japanese, the Germans, the English, the ltalians, the spaniards
and all the other industrialized and Third world countries and

have brought it to the United states. This is an unprecedented
phenomenon.

Foreigners have inve§ted close to $20o billion in US bonds.

That is growing and only in bonds. what we have to do now is
Ğstimate the total amount of foreign deposits in the United
states - which, as The Washington Posf stated recently, is living
above its leve| of production, above its level of productivity, and

is becoming the country with the largest debt in the world. lt is
certain, most certain, that the United States alone already owes

more than all the Latin-American countries put together. Re-

portedly, its debt is close to $600 billion. We would have to ask

the us economists, the ğxperts - there are a lot of them, and

they have computers - to gather the information so that we,

"the academics," can know how much the united states owes.

of course, l suspect that the united states, which has re-

ceived oveıvalued dollars during these years, will try to pay with
devaluated ones in the İuture, lt will surely have a different
policy as a debtor than as a creditor. lt lent cheap dollars and is

collecting expensive ones; it obtained loans and deposits in
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expensive dollars and will try to pay with cheap ones.
ld like to imagine what the consequences of all this will be

on future inflation - what the consequences will be and the im-
pact this will have on the buying power of the Us dollar, how
much the inflation will amount to and if the "wizards'' advising
Reagan know when this phenomenon is going to take place - for
it will take place, unquestionably. What will be the consequences
for the future US economy of spending s2 trill|on in only eight
years for military purposes, instead of investing it in indu§try,
technology and economic development? The only significant
development has been registered by the arms industry, but
weapons aren't goods that the population can consume. Rifles,
bullets, bombs, bombers, battleships and aircraft carriers increase
neither the wealth nor the productive capacity of a country; they
can't meet any of man's material or spiritual needs. You can't
even fish with those boats; you can't do anything with them
that's useful for human life, health or the struggle against cancer
and other diseases that kill so many US citizens every year.

There are three disease§ that kill mil|ions of us citizens:
cancer, heart disease and circulatory problems. l don't have the
exact figures, but, in a population of 240 million, you can esti-
mate that over a million people die every year from these three
causes. No war ever killed so many US citizens. lf some of that
money could be invested in fighting these diseases - and every-
body knows that not enough resources have been earmarked for
this - the life of the people in the united states and in many
other countries of the world would be prolonged.

That $2 tİillion doesn't produce even an aspirin; it doesn't
solve one single headache. Someday people are going to be sorry
that the us economy's industrial facilities aren't much more
efficient, more pİoductive; they're going to be sorry that the
environment has become more and more polluted; they're
going to be sorry they haven't invested in hospitals, recreation-
al facilities, schooIs, homes for the elderly and housing.

Someone is sure to say, "Well, was disarmament the only
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option?" No, the alternative was to get rid of prejudices, lies and

anachronistic myths; to çt rid of the iarfetched dreams of
sı,\,eeping other ideologies and social systems off the face of the
earth; to stop attributing the craziest, most absurd intentions to
your adversary; and to talk with the soviets and work sincerely
for peace once and for all, becau§e the Soviets understand these

realities much better than the people in the United states; they
were in closer contact with the tragedy of war; they have a

greater concğrn and greater feeling of responsibility regarding the
need for averting a nuclear conflict which would be catastrophic
and - in all likelihood - suicidal for mankind.

A socialist can better understand - is better prepared to
understand, from a theoretical point of view - the folly of
spending on weapons the resources needed to meet the pressing

needs and problems of any human society. All socialist states

know what can be done with those resources both at home and
abroad. A glanco shows the poverty and disasters that plague our
planet. The arms raco is a crime agaİnst mankind. why not opt
for a sgriouı, sincarg effort to §eek peace and cooperation among
all countrio§. baıed on full raşect for the sovereignty and the
social system that each paopla has choıen for i$elf?

The conoquenca3 that thesg enormous arms ğxpenditures
will have on the sconomy of the united States are yet to be seen;
they will h8ve an impact on inflation, the country's development
prospecB, the people's welfare, the country's prestige 8nd its
relations with tha rost of thg world. No mattor how rich a coun-
try may be, it can't §quander its wealth and that of othors with
impunity. l think it's high timg for the Us pgople to reflect on
this.

We know what happened in November 1984 under the
bewitching inf luence of the "miracles"; the impact in November
1988 is still to b€ seen. Some symptoms can already be observed.
Tho senate Appropriations committee adopted a resolution
calling for drastic measures against Japan - it was almost a dec|a-

ration of a trade war against Japan. Expenditures for Japanese
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auto imports grew by $1.5 bi|lion in February.
lt is public knowledç that the united states' 1984 trade

deficit to Japan was $37 billion, and it is expected to reach $5O
billion this year. The Japanese aren't producing battleships, MX
missiles, B-1 bombers or Trident zubmarines; they're investing
in industries, in development, as they've done during the last 30
years, eı/er since the war, and that is why they have modern,auto-
mated machine, electronics, chemical and steel industries. More-
orer, they're more austere, better organized and more disciplined
Üan the US people, and it'§ only logic8l that they compete §jc-
cessfu||y with Us cars on that country's own domestic market.
The United states will have to set quotas and adopt other mea-
$res against the free market and free competition; it wi|| have ıo
demand an equal share of the Japanese market and do a series of
things that contradict what it preaches and claims as its economic
philosophy.

l b€lieve that there will be people in the United States - thou-
sands of people versed in economic matters - who will worry
about the consequences of this tremendous arms race without
raising Exes, which is what l feel should be debated in the House,
in the Senate and by the academic community, to see if what
will come after these "miracles" can be explained. What is clear
i§ that the economy has declined, not grown, in Latin America.
Nor has it grown in most of the Third World countries. ln
Europe, it grew Very little, while unemployment grew a Iot. The
United states did manage to reduce unemployment - from
nearly 1l per@nt to approximately 7.5 percent - but in En-
g|and the number of the unemployed rose to 3 million; in France,
to 3 million; in Spain, to 2.8 million; and, in the FRG, to a
postwar record of 2.6 million. And unemployment is still
growing. These thinş begin to explain the ''miracles.'' ln the
last quarter of 1984, as reported by official US sources, the
United state§' purchases amounted to $72 billion, a record
figure. And the present administration and its economic advis-
ers have produced "miracles" and broken al| Olympic records
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in the field of budget deficits, trade deficits, foreign indebtedne§
and the growth of the us public debt.

l ask youl what will the consequences of this policy be? |

believe that the US people have the right to ask this question;the

Representatives, the senators - and we, too, have the right to ask
that question, because the Third World countries are also affected
by those consequences in one way or another, what is it al|

for? To improve the people's lives, well-being, health and secu,
rity? No. lf the United states had really become indebted and
incurred all those deficits in order to develop its economy, to de-

velop production, this could have been accepted, even though its
doing so at the expense of the whole world wouldn't haıre been

very honest. lf that money had been invested to raise the standard
of living, you could say, 'That isn't correct, because the country
shouldn't be mortgaged iust for that." For instance, we
couldn't do that İn our country. But, if you become indebted
for either of the fir§t two purposes, at least you would feel that
you'd created something. lf you do nothing of the sort. if you
don't build a single industry with that money - a factory, a

school or a hospital - and if you dont improve the environment
or homes, in the end you have mortgaged the nation and created
nothing; you haven't imprwed anyone's standard of living, and
you have spent a fabulous amount of money on war matdriel
that will be totaıly obsolete and only good for scrap in 10 or'l5
years.

That's my view of what's happening in the United States.

You asked me what my reaction would be if the United
states cancelled the debt and also offered massive assistance to
Latin America.

As l said at the beginnIng, the cancellation of the debt would
suffice. This may happen if thğ united States becomes convinced
that there.is no alternative or if the Latin-American countries
decide to unilaterally declare it cancelled, which would be more
likely. They may do this by common consent. lf a policy of
austerity is followed, those resources could be enough lor
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M E RVYN DYMALLY: Mr. President, it has been said that the
conditions the lMF places on Third World countries are a blue-
print for economic and political disaster. Do you believe that the
lMF economic policies spell doom for underdweloped countries?

27

development and no additional massive injections of İunds would
be needed in many of those countries. lt would be more impor-
tant to solve other problems: to obtain equitable prices - that
,is, to put an end to the growing deterioration of trade that favors
the industrialized countries, to put an end to protectioni§t
measures and to end the practice of dumping. All of these is es

become the most important thing. lf the Latin-American coun-
tries had received in 1984 what they received in 1980 from their
exports, they would have earned an additional $20 billion
solely on that account. That's iust an example.

Nafurally, the Latin-American countries will have to adopt
effective mea§Jres to avoid the flight of foreign currency that has
also implied serious losses in the past, but, as long as the present
monetaristic po|icy is in effect, as long as the dollar is overvalued
and as long as 12-13-percent interest is being paid, Latin Ameri-
cans will try to send their money to the United states. lf all
these tricks are ended and if Latin America stops sending $70
billion to the industrialized world every year, including the
interest on its huge debt, no massive injections of money wou|d
be needed for development. Then, if you add the cancellation of
the debt at the exp€nse of a smal| percent of mİlitary expen-
ditures and the banks recover their funds. additional development
loans could very well be obtained and repaid. lf the United
States were to spontaneously do what you siıy -. if such an
inherently selfish, neocolonialist system were capable of that
generosity - a real miracle would have taken place, and lwould
have to start meditating on that phenomenon. l might even have
to consu|t some theologians and revise some of my opinions in
that field. lf that were to happen, l might even enter a monas-
tery. (LAUGHTER)
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FlDEL CASTRO: They undoubtedly presage an economlc
disaster, a political disaster and a social disaster. They will ençn-
der an unprecedented crisis with unpredictab|e consequences. l

know what many people in Latin America are thinking and what
their state of mind is. This includes people from all social strata
and with the most diverse ideologies. Furthğrmore, almost
unanimous awareness is developing concerning the debt and the
impossibility of paying it and on the question of the unjust, in-
tolerable economic İelations that have been imposed on the
Third World. One way or another, this situation wil| have to
chanç. The lnternational Monetary Fund, which is causing a lot
of harm, will ultimately deserve our gratitude, because it's
creating a big crisis, and the solutions will stem from the crisis.
lt is a law of history that big prob|ems have never been solved
unless they come to cri§is. Mankind has never had sufficient
foresight to act otherwise. so, then, the lMF and the system- of
which the lMF is a tool - will trigger rebellion in the Third
World countries, and the rebe|lion will promote the solution of
these problems. This will involve not only the debt but also the
unjust and already intolerable economic relations between a
handful of rich, industrialized nations and over 10o nations in
which three quarters of the wor|d's population live. This won't
be solved by a miracle, proclamations, ideas, arguments or some-
one's persııasion or sııbversion. No. The crisis is what will lead
to a solution.

As you know, the united states didn't become independent
until there was a crisis. slavery wasn't abolished in the United
states until a crisis occurred. ln more recent times, Roosevelt's
New Deal - which, by the way, saved capitalisrn - was a response
to the great crisis of the '30s. We should recall that, on the eve
of the catastrophe, the US economy seemed healthier and more
proşerous than q/er before. on the eve of the 1914 war, the
economic and social catastrophe in the old empire of the czars
gave rise to the first socialist revolution, and the independence
of lndia, the revolution in China, the socialist community in
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Europe and the end of the colonial system came out of World
War ll.

lf you analyze major historic events and the important
chançs that have been wrought everywhere, you'|l see that such
has always been the case. What will come from the economic,
social and even ecological catastrophe from which the peoples of
the Third World are suffering? Won't the huge foreign debt
trigger great chançs in international economic relations? ln
Latin America - l have no doubts at all about thıs -- either the§e
problems will be solved or great social upheavals will take place
that will lead to widespread revolutionary chançs.

ultimately, as a token of gratitude, we may put up a monu-
ment to the lnternational Monetary Fund, and we might wen
put one up to Reagsn, too, because all these things - al| these
policies - are helping to unite governments, to unite Third World
countries, regardless of ideology, in demanding and bringing
about a change in the established economic relationı, l have no
doubts about this. |'m convinced of it; l'm certain. The lnter-
national Monetary Fund has run out of arguments with which
to confute thg fağts, thg data, thg figurg§, the rg8litia3. All it!
th63ss and traditional formulas - 8ll it! proscrlptions - 8ro İn

crisis,
The ropresentatives and theoreticians of thi3 venerable insti-

tution can call together all the Latin-American leaders, academics,
professionals, economists and left- and right-wing politicians in
a big thg8ter and present their formulas, dofgnd thğir th6s6§ and
oxplain how th8se problems wa'rg talking about should bo
so|ved, and maybe thoss men - who, 25 or 30 yaars ago, would
have welcomed them with brass bands and applause - will give
them cold, ironic smiles. Now, nobody in th6 world beliavos
what they say. The Br8ndt commissıon was probably tho last
effort to introduce some reforms and add a bit of flesh, life and
common sense to the old skeleton of the system croated in
Bretton woods in thg wake of world War ll for dominating and
exploiting the natural and human re§ources of Third world
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countries. But no one paid it any aüention.
Well, then, it's not merely a matter of an awakening. You

become aware of the prob|em when the problem exists in its full
dimensions and its full seriousness. Until then, everything is
theoretical speculation - the noble work of visionaries. Now the
problem exists in its full dimensions, and l would say that this
system of economic relations has fallen into its own trap and that
the enlightened economic advisers - the brilliant "wizards" who
worked those fabulous "miracles" we've already talked about are
creating the premises for a major tragedy for the Us economy.

ln conclusion, l'd like to say just one more thing. This
morning the wire services carried a rather unusual piece of news:
President Reagan was the first to arrive - very early - at the New
York Stock Exchange. Of course, that's because there were
reports that the US economy's growth during this first quarter
was much less than it had been last year, and the dollar was
beginning to lose ground on the international market. President
Reagan appeared at the Stock Exchange to boost the dollar, to
inşire confidence in the economy, because, since all of this was
"magical," there was a real need to coniure up the spirits. ln
other words, if that much money doesn't come out of labor,
production, productivity and the gold mines. it has to come from
the spirits. (LAUGHTER} He had to go there to perform some-
thing like a religious rite, to protect the US economy against mis-
fortune and difficulties. But Reagan's earıy mornıng visit to the
New York Stock Exchange. in spite of his heavy work |oad in
Washington - the many visits of illustrious guests with whom he
is meeting - is truly symptomatic. Maybe Hoover's ghost was
haunting the Stock Exchange, and the evil spirits had to be
exorcised. (LAUGHTER)

Thatt all I wanted to say on this topic.

JEFFREY ELLloT: Mr. President, how likely is it that the
present economic crisis will, in fact, unite Latin America and
produce a single, unified approach to resolving these prob|ems?
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FlDEL cAsTRo: l think it's likely. l feel that one of the
consequences of this unprecedented crisis and of this debt wi||
be that it will unify the criteria of the Latin-American political
leaders in the search for ioint action. This will happen because
they are all aware of the vital need to find a solution for these
problems. lt's a matter of survival for the Latin-American coun-
tries and, of course, of survival for the current process of demo_
cratic opening - a matter of survival for them also as the leaders
of these countries. lf you're dying of thirst in thĞ desert, you
need water; if you're at sea and your ship sinks, you need a
raft; if you're going to be hançd, about to die, you need at
least a knife to cut the rope. And that is the situation of the
Latin-American countries and of their political leaders. This
struggle to find a solution is zupponed by the whole world:
left, center and right; beggars and millionaires; landless peasants
and big landowners. |t's a problem that affects everybody, and
those who have the most possessions know what the conse_
quences of social upheavals are.

yes, l believe that this will be an element that wil| undoubt_
edly promote unity of action. l read - and not iust reports
about the New York stock Exchange and the United states'
annual and monthly budget and trade deficits. l also read every
statement and declaration that the Latin-American politicians
make, and there is no doubt that they are already aware of the
problem.

MERVYN DYMALLY: Mr. President, let's go to your neigh-
bors in the Caribbean. More and more, these island states are
dependent on the united states to help them with their financial
crises. Do you believe these wqak economies could be helped by
grants and loans from the United states Government?

FlDEL cAsTRo: Let me tell you. Really, in today's world,
the mere fact that a country is small, in both territory and popu-
lation, constitutes a problem for development, because almost a|l
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technologies are based on a scale of production for a much wider
market. Those scale tend to increase.

Everybody knows, for example, that, proportionally, a
2ooo-kilowatt power plant consumes more fuel per unit of
electric power produced than a 3oo,ooo-kilowatt thermoelec-
tric power plant. Everybody knows that a nuclear power plant is
bu İlt with reactors of at least 400 megawatt§. smaller reactors
aren't even bu ilt,

ln some international forums, Cuba has expressed the need to
find a technical solution for this problem, which makes it impos-
sible for many small oil-importing countries to use nuclear power,
Nor can these countries receive electric power from anothef
country, because they are geographically isolated.

Take the case of Europe and the soviet Union. They have big
power transmission lines, which transfer electric power from east
to west and vice versa every day from the big plants located all
over the country, so that each area recgives what it naads during
the hours of peak demand. when it is 8 o'clock at night in an
gastern city, it could b8 4 o'clock in the afternoon in a woıtarn
city. This allows thg power plsnts to oporata at full capacity.
They even tr8nsf8r elactricity to somo of the EuropoEn socialirt
countries - and, l bg|ieve, in somo c8s9s, to wggt9rn Europaın
countries. l suppose the united statos do€s the samo with its
power plants, and the same goes for the gas and oil pipolines. roads
and railways that link the socialist and other Europgan countri$.
Nothing like this could take pl8ce among th6 small nations of tha
Caribbean.

When 8 country is an island - even when tha island isn't very
small, as in Cuba's case - it can't rec-givg gas, oil, olgctricity or
solid or liquid cargoes of any kind through any of tho means used
in contİnental territories. Everything mu§t either be produced in
the coultry or be brought in by ship.

lf the İsland is very small, its probloms are multiplied. lf
you're going to set up a textile plant, the minimum cap8city
required for a rational, cost-cffective scale of production is
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25 million square meters of fabric. lf you're dealing with a cement
plant, you should set up a line that produces at least 300,0OO tons
a year. Smaller ones aren't even made. lf you analyze a series of
industrial branches, the proqlems of economic development in
the small Caribbean countries turn out to be much more complex,
much more difficult, precisely because they are both small
countries and islands.

lf you take all the caribbean countries, the whoİe Eastern
Caribbean, it stands to reason that they need serious, creativ€
theoretical solutions if they are to overcome these limitationsand
be anything more than p|aces to go for tourism, p|eazure and
çmbling, with nice coconut trees and exotic nooks to be enjoyed
by privileçd travelers from the industriaİized world. |t's unques-
donable that they need Very close economic integration. Jamaica
is somewhat larger and has a population of over 2 million; it
can attain some autonomous development. The same holds true
for Trinidad and Tobago. But most of those is|ands can't do
without an economic community.

Let me remind you of an example: Western Europe, composed
of a group of rich industrialized nations. Those countries cou ldn't
survive if it weren't for the European Economic Community
and econom|c integration. How can a group of small islands that
were colonies up until only a short time ago zurvive and dwelop
without integration7 They need economic integration; there's
no doubt about that, only on that basis can they achieve some
degree of industrial development which is efficient in the Various
branches, taking into account the natural and human resources
arailable on each of them, the group's potential market and
their export possibilities to other areas. Moreover, almost all of
them speak the same language and have the same cultural back-
ground. They need an economic community.

This, of course, wou|d be a prerequisite for the Viabilaty of
their independence.

lt's perfectly understandable - l couldn't feel otherwise -
that the industria|ized countries, even the united states, shouıd
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open their doors to the product of these countries. l support
this fully, because that's what l've been postulating as a general

principle: that the developed nations should open the doors of
their market§ to the products and exports of the countries that
need development. That is an aspect that the so4alled caribbean
Basin ınitiative contemplates, though for a limited period of time.
The proiect includes this positive element, but the concept is

permeated by the idea that the transnationals are to take over
those countries. The development of those islands is conceived
of as a private business, and aid is offered to Us investors. Rather
than national development, with local entrepreneurs, it is viewed
as transnational development, with foreign entrepreneurs. and

based on cheap labor - the workers'wages being the only thing
that would remain in the country. ln exchange for that, these

countrie§ would be granted tariff and tax exemptions of all

sorts. and even the chewing gum and soft drinks would have to
come from the United states. lt's the same old story of the
banana and sugarcane republics. We're already familiar with that
kind of development. lt won't integrate the caribbean countries
or unite them. Rather, it will splinter them, make them compete
with one another and facilitate their manipulation. we can't
agree with that concept at all.

ln Puerto Rico - which was, at or\e time, purported to be a
model of this type of developmenı - over $20 billion was

invested, largely in all sorts of polluting industries, and now a

very large number of people are unemployed, and almost half
of the population is on food stamps in order to subsist.

Those Eastern Caribbean islands - and many others regions, as

well - need large-scale international cooperation for thejr devel-

opment. They can't even zurvive on their own resources. What
is required is the kind of economic and social deve|opment that
promotes the people's welfare - not the profits and business
interests of the transnationals, which would ultimately be served

by the market facilities offered to them.
ln short, they need integration and intelnational cooperation;

34

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



their development can't be caİried out solely on the basis of their
own resources; and it should be carried out not as a transnational
business but to promote their people's welfare and consolidate
their independğnce and national identity. Foreign cooperation is,
therefore, essential.

l believe that there are Very few Third World countries
- particularly these and other smal| islands and countries in black
Africa - that don't need considerable international cooperation
for their development.

JEFFREY ELLloT: Mr. President, let us assume the worst
possible scenario - namely. that the debt crisis continues to
deteriorate. what impact will a major deterioration have on
democratic political institutions within Latin America?

FlDEL CASTRO: lt would mean a crisis, no matterwhatthey
do. lf there's a government like Pinochet's, it would imply the
crisis of Pinochet's government; if there's a government like the
one that's iust been elected in Uruguay and there's no solution
for this problem, it would mean a crisis for the democratic
opening in that country; in Brazil and Argentina. . . lt would
mean a crisis for the administration in any of those countries.
lt isn't a selective V|rus - not at all. lt affects everybody:
dictators, democrats, right-wingers, those in the center, left-
wingers, everyone. And, of course, l wouldn't complain if this
led to the rapid disappearance of Pinochet's regime. What really
hurts is that it could also mean the rapid ruin, the rapid erosion,
of a|l the goüernments that have emerged as a result of the
democratic opening and, thus, the crisis of all those processes,
if we aren't able to unite the forces inside and outside the country
to wage and win the battle of the foreign debt.

I maintain that, in this case, l don't believe there will be new
right-wing milİtary coups. Rather, there will be social upheavals
that will assume revolutionary characteristics with the possible
participation of progressive, nationalist sectors of the military.
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l maintain that the Armed Forces are in open retreat from
government, precisely because of the crisis. Those countries
have become unmanageable, and the military have left the
government to thğ civilians. For the time being, they want
nothing to do with the administration of the state, though this
doesn't preclude the emergence of revolutionary movements
within the military in some countries, as a result of the crisis.
Whether it wi|l be civilians or the military or a combination of
the two that aeqıme§ the responsibility, someone will have
to tackle this problem. Under these circumstances, anything
can happen,

JEFFREY ELLloT: Mr. President, are you concerned that
the western world could or would blockade the Third world
economically if the affected Latin-American nations failed to
repay their debts?

FlDEL cAsTRo: Nothing the industria|ized world doescould
be worse than what's happening right now. Mofeover, it's a

political impossibility in today's world. one or two countries can
be blockaded; 100 countries can't. The entire Third World can't
be blockaded, for that would mean that the industriaıized world
would be blockading itself. l'Ve already discussed this at some
length. What a few countries do will surely - with very few
exceptions - be zupported by the rest.

JEFF REY ELLlOT: Mr. President, you have proposed during
this conversation a solution to the debt problem. Who and what
do you see as the maior stumb|ing blocks to the gjcce§ful
resolution of the prob|em and the adoption of the proposal
which you have enunciated?

F|DEL cASTRo: l believe that, up to now, the United
states and the other industrialized countries have tried to
postpone the problem and tack|e it through separate discussions
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3l

with oach of thE affocted countrios, making some concessions,
§Jch 8s th8 resheduling of the dğbt, grrnting extension§ for
paying tha capital 8nd comİng up with formulas of that sort
that don't so|vg anything at all but only offer brief, spasmodic
breathers that simply prolong the agony. The situation is being
exacerbated economically and politİca|ly in all thos€ countries,
because any solution requires truly radical formulas - not just
İor tackling the debt, which is only a part of the probtem:
onğ of its consequences and its most visible symptom, but not
its cause. lf the debt is cancelled tomorrow. a.few years from
now those countries wil| be either the same or worse off than
they are now, ln the case of some of them. it wouldn't even
solve anything right away; their situation is so difficu|t that they
wouldn't even çt a breather if the debt were cancelled.

I have shown you that there are some problems that are
worse than the debt; depressed prices, the flight of capital,
excessive intere§t, the overvaluation of the do|lar, protectionism
and dumping, which deprive the Latin-American countries of
twice the rgsources they remit for what could be considered
normal intgrest on loans. lf the problem of the d€bt is solved
and the§e problems remain, they will have gotten nothing but
a breather.

Therefore, the industrialized countries have no rational,
effgctivo formula with which to face the crisis at pres8nt, None.

l believe that the main difficulty lies in lack of understanding
about the nature and seriousness of the problem. |'m not advo-
cating social revolution in those countries; l'm not 8dvocating
tho nationalization of foreign enterprises; l'm not advocating
any of those steps. l am propounding formulas in the financial
şhorc, which, l feel, would benefit all of the underdeveloped
and even the developed countries. |'ve already spoken to you
about this. The cancellation of the debt, in the way l've outlined,
would be an important step toward emerging from the current
internationa| economic crisis; it would even help the foreign
companies with investment in those countries, the companies
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that have trade relations with those countries. the companies
that produce goods for those countries. And, in the creditor
countries, the state wouldn't be hurt economically. To the
contrary, they would raise their levels of employment and use
of industrial capacity; their banks wouldn't have any losses;

and their taxpayers wouldn't have to pay any more taxes.
lf this is understood, if there is an awareness of this, l belierye

that the path toward a solution would be made much easier, by
means of dialogue, through agreements between the industrialized
and the Third World countries. And, as l was saying before, the
only thing that would suffer would be the lrrational arms race,

the frantic madness of weapons and war - and that, unfortunately,
to only a very small extent. This would be a healthful measure,

since we would begin to overcome the most shameful and danger-
ous disease of our times. lf the New lnternational Economic
Order, which has been proclaimed and agreed upon by the
United Nations, is implemented as an indişensable complement
to the cancellation of th€ debt, that wouıd really imply a greater

reduction of military expenditures.
lf this is understood, if it is clearly perceived - l've spoken

with dozens of people, even many Latin Americans lately, and l
haven't met one of any ideology, of any political or apolitical
belief, who wasn't absolutely convinced that this was correct.

lf we dont succeed in this, what will happen? lnstead of
there being a negdtiated agreement between the parties, the Third
world countries wiıl impose th is agreement. Let there be no doubt
about it. Essentially the situation is as follows: it is materially
impossible to pay the debt and its interest; therefore, due to this
very elementary and understandable reason, the debt cannot be
paid. lt would take rivers of blood to forcb the people to make the
sacrif ices this would imply - for which they would receive nothing.
No gqvernment would be strong enough to do this. This is worth
analyzing, discussing and solving in common agreement between
creditors and debtors. We should never forget, even for an instant,
that the initiative has passed to the nations that are being
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pressured to make this monstrous sacrifice.
lf the debtor countries of the Third world are forced to decree

a suspension of payments unilaterally, the industrialized countries
will be left without any possible alternatıVe for actaon. An eco-
nomic blockade; an invasio,n of the Third World; a new reparti-
tioning of the world, as in past centuries, in order to guarantee

raw materials and markets or to collect the debt is simply impos_
sible. Any rational per§on can understand this. They couldn't
impose an economic blockade on any country or group of
countries that dğclared a suspension of payments, because this
would immediately lead to expressions of solidarity by all the
other countries.

We are one big family. and times have changed a |ot. Some
madnesses have already been left behind, and others - such as
severa| of the ones analyzed in the course of this interview -
are on the way out.

l remember that, when l was in the fourth or fifth grade,
when l began to study world geography - before l had any clear
ideas about geography - l must surely have thought the world
was flat, as had been believed during the Middle Ages. before
Columbus came along. Somebody must have taught me about
these great discoveries before then, but, when l began studying
world geography, l discovered many marvelous things: that the
earth was really round; that there was a sun around which it
orbited; and that there were other planets and millions of stars
and even a moon, which orbited around our planet. Truly fab-
ulous things. Later, l learned about the great rivers, oceans, seas,
gulfs, lakes, mountains and other wonders of the world. All this
was perfectly clear and understandable. Thus, l also began
studying the political geography of the times. The maps of each
continent were beautifully colored. All the English colonies in
Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Oceania - including lndia,
Burma, New Zealand and Australia, of course - were in red. l

remember this perfectly, and it had nothing to do with commu-
nism. That map was almost all red, and now that map - Canada
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was also in red - would look like a communist world.
The color for the French colonies was the next most exten-

sive one. l think it was yellow: in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, the
lndian ocean and the pacific ocean. countries that are well
known today, such as Algeria, Vietnam and Syria, were mere
anonymous spots of yellow on those maps. Some of those yellow
spots, sometimes lost in the blue immensity of the oceans, are
still a headache for France today.

Several days ago, Mitterand had to drop everything and travel
thousands of miles to see if a soıution could be found for the
problems of the smal| island of New Caledonia and its several
political repercussions in France itself. Such a small island. Who
would have said that when l was in the fifth grade? A large part
of the map of Africa was in yellow, and it has nothing to do with
china. (LAUGHTER)

There were many other colors: orange, brown, green, gray,
etc. when you looked at the map of Europe, you sİıw countries
as small as Portugal, Belgium. Holland and Denmark with largo
sections of world's map, in which they could fit many times.
Mozambique covered a considerable portion of the map, painted
in the color which indicated the Portuguese colonies; Angola. an-
other considerab|e section; the same color filled a section of
western Africa and was present on the tiny islands of Cape Verde,
Sao Tome and Principe and even in lndia and Oceania. That
small European country, where many people didn't even know
how to read and write, owned large territories.

Then came the Dutch, with big territories in the East lndies.
Belgium had th9 Vast congo; Denmark, the enormous sp8co of
Green|and, covered with ice and almost uninhabited, even if it
were only a matter of prestige. Even Spain, as if in consolation
for its decline from the times when the sun never set on |ts
immense dominions, still had some territories in Equatorial
Guinea and Western Sahara, whose people are our Spanish-speaking
brothers in Africa. Those countrie§ had carved up the world
among themselves and were owners both of the land and of the
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natives. Even Mussolini waxed enthusiastic over his dreams of
reestablishing the old Roman Empire. Libya, somalia and part
of Ethiopia weren't enough for him. He invaded the only inde-
pendent territory that was left in Africa, the remains of the
ancient Kingdom of Ethiopia. A large part of China and all of
Korea bore the colors of the empire of the Rising Sun. We stu-
dents were taught this as if it were another natural phenomenon
in the world, as natural as the mountains and the rivers. l naıer
heard my teachers make even the slİghte§t critical analysis of
tho§e maps, and l was zupposedly receiving a good education, so
l could know and understand the world.

years later, l was able to understand that all this was an
abzurd madness, a great iniustice and a terrible crime, that that
irrational yearning for colonial possessions was the cause oi many
wars over the centuries and that it also led to systematic, contin-
ual repartitions. However, nothing seemed more natural, moral
and fair to the civilized, christian western world, the world of
the great thinkers and philosophers. The liberty, equality and
fraternity which one day shook feudal society was on|y for
Europeans and whites.

lt was very difficult for that world to consider that the
lndians, blacks and Asians had sou|s. socialism was still a distant
idea: nothing distu rbed that idyllic world of nascent, Voracious
capitalism.

On the map, Latin America was depicted as a group of
independent countries. Later, l was able to see what kind of
independence the Latin_American countries really had, what
kind cuba, the central American nations and the others had.

The colonized countries had no idea how weak the co|onial
powers were and what enormous, invincible potential power lay
in their patriotism and national dignity. Feats as revea|ing as the
ones wrought by the people of Vietnam and Algeria hadn't taken
place yğt, though it's only fair to note that, by the end of the
past century, Cuba had already shown that a small country could
stand up to one of the mightiest European military powers.
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How much has the population of the Third World grown in
the last ğight decades? How much has our political know-how,
our sense of national dignity and our awareness of our enormous
potential power multiplied?

l wonder if the creditors really want to apportion these
countries among themselves again, if they would really dare to
try a show of force against the Third World, if they can even
consider imposing an economic blockade agEinst any country
that may be obliged to declare a suspension of payments on the
debt. ln any ııch attempt, the industrialized capitalist world
would find itself alone and iso|ated, reduced to a small group of
countries from which some would be absent, as in the case of the
one that reiects the convention on the Law of sea, that wants to
disband UNESCO or that supports South Africa's apartheid. So,
in point of fact, Professor Elliot, there isn't the slightest possi-

bility that they could impose an economic blockade on, intervene
in or redi§tribute these countries among themselves and return
to the times when l was a fifthgrade student İn elementary
school, which really wasn't so long ago. (LAUGHTER) Never-
theless, many things have happened in the world since then.

JEFFREY ELLlOT: Mr. President, suppose you had unlimited
authority and the unlimited $pport of the community of
nations. lf you could establish a new world economic order.
upon what principles would it be based? Can you delineate it§
chief elements?

FlDEL CASTRO: Look, l think it's impossible for anyone,
on his own, to define or even out|ine all the aspects of what
should constitute the New lnternational Economic order, in
which new situations are constantly cropping up,

These problems have been discussed at length in the United
Nations; the corresponding documents have been accepted and
adopted. At the initiative of Algeria, Mexico and other countries,
it was almost unanimously defined and adopted in that organi-
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zation, where all the nations of the world are represented. more
than ten years ago. lt simply hasn't been implemented. The in-
dustrialized western countries haven't even wanted to have the
issüe raised again - irrefutable proof of the hypocrisy and scorn
with which they treat us. we must demand its implementation.
This, precisely, is the problem. l am a convinced and determined
defender of these ideas, in which many of the finest minds of the
Third World invested thousands of working hours.

l belietre that certain princip|es are fundamental: the starting
point must be the fact that there is an immensely rich, econom-
ically, industrially, technologically and scientifically developed
world and that, on the same planet, near it, there is another
world that is just the opposite, where 70 percent of the world's
population now lives and where, by the end of the cğntury
- 15 years from now -_ 80 percent will live, because the popu-
lation of those countries is growing by from 2 to 3 percent
a year.

The countries that make up the Third World were colonies of
the European powers in the not too distant pa§t; the people of
the united states recall that their country was once an English
colony. The present industrialized countries - the former colonial
powers and their more privileged colonies, such as the United
States (where the African slave trade and slavery continued for
almost a century after its independence) -- now constitute the
main nuclei of industrial development in the Western world and
are historically responsible for underdevelopment because, for
centuries, they benefited from plundering those countries.

Let me tell you something: it was the gold and silver that was
extracted from the mines of Latin America that really financed
much of Europe's development. That is a fact which is recog-
nized by historlans and economists. The present financial system
didn't exist at that tİme; the gold and silver came from here. The
resources contributed by the co|onies - which also inc|uded
Africa and Asia - financed a large part of the economic deve|-
opment of Europe and the world capitalist system. The former
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colonial powers have a responsibility for underdevelopment and,
thğrefore, have a duty and a moraı obligation to the people§
whose wealth they siphoned off for centuries.

l don't thınk it's only the former colonial powers that have
this obligation; l believe that all of the countries that, in one
way or another, have achieved the privileç of darelopment have
the elementary duty of expresing solidarity with this immense
aıea of poverty and underdevelopment. This is a human and
moral principle. While once it was fraternity among men that was
proclaimed and inscribed in the great mottoes of the French
Revolution - and even the American Revolution _ now it is
fraternity among peoples that ha§ to be considered. ln fact, l

believe that this principle should be an e§Fntial part of the
concept of the New lnternational Economic order. lt isn't iust a
matter of redress for a historic in.iustice for which we may or
may not be respon§ible; rather, it is moral imperative vis-d-vis
the human race - even if we aren't to blame for the present
tragedy. lf these principles are taken as the startin9 point
- principles that involve the idea of iustice and solidarity among
people as they exist to a greater or lesser extent within each
nation - then international cooperation should be one of the
basic principles of that new order.

Aside from that, there are injustic€s, inequalities, incon-
sistencies and selfish attitudes that must cease. lf the indus-
trialized capitalist countries really can't come up with a solution
for their difficulties - sometime§ because of the system's intrinsic
irrationality, anarchy and contradictions, since technology,
resources. expertise, production capacity and culture aren't
factors that limıt the satisfaction of their material and socia|
needs - | can find no justification for the protectionist policies
that stunt the economies of the Third world countries, where
billions of people live in subhuman conditions, lf there is unem-
ployment in the developed countries, it is entirely due to pure
irrationality, because, if full employment exi§ted - that is, if a|l
human resources available were used - working men and women
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could have a shorter workweek. (Rest is also one of mankind's
most prized possessions.) Dumping is an even more reprehensible
practice, because it constitutes unfair competition based on
financial and technological superiority over countries with
weaker economies that are desperately in need of means of
zubsistence.

Unequal terms of trade, the deadly process through which
the commodities of the Vast majority of the Third worıd countries
bring ever lower prices while the products they import from the
industrialized countries become ever more expensive - a continual,
progressive historic trend - is one of the mo§t diabolical expres-
sions of the pre§ent system of economic relations imposed on the
world, and you can't call it anything but systematic robbery of
our peoples' resources and the fruit of their labor.

When the Third world countries produce something - coffee,
cacao, precious wood, tea, spices, aluminum, copper, iron,
manganese, chrome, medicinal plants, peanuts, sesame seeds,
cashew nuts, coconut§, kenaf, sisal or rubber - that the İndustri-
alized countries can't produce at a|l or can produce only in
limited quantities, those Third world products are frequently
obtained without any mechanization, with very low productivity,
grain by grain, leaf by leaf, in 12- or 14-hour workdays, with the
labor of men, women, children, adolescents and old people. For
example, sugar is, with few exceptions, cut and loaded by hand
and transported by ox cart; in general, all the work is done in
temperatures of 30oc. or more, in humid c|imates, wlth seasonal
work and starvation wages that don't amount to more than
$60 or $80 a month, generally without medical care, with large
families living in thatched-roof huts with dirt floors, going
barefooted most of the time and poorly dressed all the time,
with no unemployment compensııtion and beggarly pensions.
Life expectancy is frequently less than 40 years, and there is
premature aging, no education, no recreation, no comfort, no
hope. Yet, in order to keep producing and iust stay alive, those
countries have to import high-technology industrially processed
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products - eıren in the case of medical equipment and medicine -
that involve high company profits and salaries of $10C0 and even

$1500 a month. with the prices they charge us, we pay for the
companies' profits, high salaries, taxes, unemployment compen-
sation, old€ge pensions. social benefits and advertising - even
part of their military expenditures.

We often have to pay 10, 15 or 20 times as much for our own
raw materials that have been processed as we were paid for them.
What do we gpt for our products? Very low wages, no social
security or unemployment compensation, no medical care, no
education, no culture, no recreation, no hope of progress. prema-
ture aging and early death. And things are çtting steadily worse:
the same amount of coffee, zugar, tea, copper, iron or bauxite
with which we used to buy a piece of medical eguipment, med-
icine, an irrİgation pump, a bulldozer, a crane, a truck, a tractor
or a simple work tool 3_5jL.9§ a(Lo now buys o1ly a third as
m_uch. Every day there is more work; every day there are more
sacrifices,; every day there is more hunçr for more people;
aıery day there is more poverty. The New lnternational Economic
Order, that was adopted by the United Nations, was designed to
solve or at least mitigate these problems.

We have done this; we have obtained fair and stable prices for
our exports. which are indexed to the prices of the products
we import. We have obtained the New Economic order in our
relations with the re§t of the socialist camp, and this, fortunately,
has resu lted in our industrial, agricultural and especially social
development. An averaç educational level of the ninth grade,
a rate of only 15 children out of every 100o born alive who die
before they are one year old, life expectancy of 73.5 years and
the fact that 85 percent of all cuban homes have electricity are
some of these results. That couldn't have been achieved without
such terms of trade - not even with a fair social regime and an
equitable distribution of social wealth.

l've presented some ideas about the new world economic
order. lmportant concepts were also expressed regarding the
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transfer of technology, contributions of financial resources
and other aspects.

lt's not so much a question of transferring resources to the
Third World - may countries couldn't do without them, no
matter what the circumstances. lt's rather a matter of immediately
ending the huç transfer of resources which, for instance, takes
place every year from Latin America to the industrialized world
.. amounting, as l told you, to more than $7o billion, no less than
$50 billion of which |s in cash, under various headings: interest
on the debt, the flight of capital, interest spread and the over-
valuation of the dollar. when the chaner of the Economic
Rights and Duties of States was discussed in the United Nations
ten years ago, this couldn't even be imagined in its full dimensions.
As an immediate measure, the cancellation of the foreign debt is
indispensable. The United Nations already envisaged this at that
time for the group of countries with greater difficulties. Now
very few countries - if any - don't have great difficulties. Now,
they are divided into those with great difficulties and those
with terrible difficulties. Therefore, the cancellation of the debt
and its interest has to become widespread.

The industrialized world will lose nothing with the New
Economio order that was adopted by the United Nations.

At times a European Economic Community country wants
to solve the difficulties of a small farming sector of its popu-
lation - which are not, in fact, problems related to hunger --

and resorts to the off-used recourse of subsidies, not only to
supply the domestic market but also to export considerable
amounts of products (such as sugar, meat and other foodstuffs)
that compğte with many Third World countries' Vital exports and
that can also be produced in temperate climates (such as beet
sugar or corn syrup).

lt doesn't bother them at all to take away markets and
depress the prices of basic exports from which hundreds of
millions of people in the underdeveloped countries live. They
don't even have a guil§ conscieı\ce; they don't come up with

47

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



other ideas. They aren't the least bothered about raising the
cost of those products for their own domestic consumers or
about violating all the principles of the free market and free
domestic and international competition, which are the postul8tes
of the philosophy for which they even fought bloody wars.
Giving up the bİutal neocolonialist pİactices applied to the
Third World would not affect the industrialized countries at all;
rather, it could promote healthier. more stablo and $tstained
development of the entire world economy,

For centuries, many believed that the end of colonialism
would ruin Europe. on the contrary, history has proved that
Europe never developed so much before or achiwed higher
living standards than when the colonial system collapsed. ln
Asia, too, the cata§trophic coılapse of the empire of the Rising
Sun - which sought to guarantee raw materials, rubber, oil
and other resources by force - marked the era of Japan's greatest
development, prosperity and well-being.

When, instead of exploiting others, nations have baen forced
to liv€ off their own work and ingenuity, th€y hav6 achieved
un§uspected wealth, spEin had one of the groat9§t colonial
empires. All of Spanish America contributed fabulous sums of
gold, silver and other wealth to Spain for 300 years. Did Spain
develop? All that money wound up in England, France, Ho|land
and other countries. ln the era of industrialization, Spain remained
the most underdeveloped country in Europe until the beginning
oJ this century. Did the colonies help in the development of
Spain7 They helped in the development of Europe, but Spain did
not develop. The industrial development of Spain began towards
the end of the last century, when it was left without colonies and
even lost Cuba, which was the last co|onial gold cup.

Another example is a recent development that began in 1974.
During the sudden spectacular rise in oil prices, which went from
$2.50 to $30, many felt that the economy of the industrialized
countries could not withstand those prices; actually, the ones
that didn't withstand them were precisely the non-oil-produc|ng
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cöuntries of the Third World, for which a new form of unequal
exchange emerged. lf, in the past, 24 years ago, they needed, '

say, one ton of sugar to buy four tons of oil, they now need two 
i

and a half tons of sugar to purchase one ton of oil. The same
thing happens with coffee, with cacao, with sisa|, with fibers,
with fruits, with minerals, with everything the Third World
countries produce. ln the case of Tanzania -- to give one specific
example - a country that lives off many of these products and
even exports meat produced from nomad herds, all its exports
are not enough to pay for its modest oil consumption, which is
less than a million tons a year for a population of 18 million.

But, what happened with the industrialized countries?
Nothing. They adapted; they developed programs to conserve the
energy they were squandering without limits; they designed more
efficient motors; they used coal once again. They developed
nuclear programs, such as in France and other countries; they
started to exploit old pits which had ceased to be profitable. As
a result of those hikes in the price of energy, they spent over a
tril|ion dollars in years, while adapting to the new situation.
Where did that money go? To US and European banks. lt returned
to the industrialized capitalist countries. They handled it, lent
it, increased exports to oil-exporting countries, made deals worth
millions and also sold unprecedented amounts of weapons. The
Shah of lran was multiplying his purchases of weapons from the
United States; the United States sold Saudi Arabia and lran tens
of billions of dollars' wofth of planes, radar equipment and
weapons of all sorts - which was really sad - and it made tremen-
dous deals. How was the economy of the industrialized world
harmed? The price of oil hurt the weak economies of the non-
oil-producing Third World countries. What economic impact
could cancellation of the debt and the New lnternational Eco-
nomic order have for the united state§ and the othsr indus-
trialized countries? Actually, l think it would be much fairer
and could increase trade in agriculfural equipment. medical
equİpment, machinery and many other industrial and aoricultural
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items extraordinarily. lf those countries get fairer prices for
their basic exports, the Western industrialized countries would
also benefit; this would generate employment and industrial
development throughout the whole world. l believe that all
of that is possible and that we only have to give up one thing:
the madness of war and of the ongoing colossal arms rrce.
This is obvious, simple, basic.

Now, then, if we want to be madmen, if we want to continue
the arm§ race and keep this unfair economic order, we will
continue along the path leading to large-scale famines, great social
conflicts and - what is even worse and very probable - a large
nuclear conflict, until all people, both şne and insane, are wiped
off the face of the earth. By the way, it may also be said that
not all madmen are in government, and not all who govern are
mad.

JEFFREY ELLIOT: l have'two final questions on thistopic.
Fir§t, do you discern sharp differences in the United States'
approach to economic problems in Western Europe and the
approach of the United states in Latin America? lf so, what
a@ounts for these two varying approaches?

FlDEL CASTRO: Yes, unguestionab|y, they are different
approaches.

The United states' relations with western Europe and Japan
are relations between industrialized and dweloped countries,
involving some competition, some integration and some coop-
eration - not unequa| trade. The following is proof of this:
the transnationals have investments va|ued at $625 billion,
only $150 billion of which is in the Third World; of the $150
billion, 53 percent - that is, some $80 billion - is invested in the
Latin-American and caribbean area, which ıiıeans that over
75 percent of the transnationals' investments are in the indus-
trialized world. There are European companies in the United
States and US companies in Europe. The same holds true with
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regard to Japan and other industrialized countries. This phenom_
enon of unequa| trade doesn't occur among them, even though
the United states' economy prevails among the western eco-
nomies, and it is the one that sets the standards and makes the
rules. There are difficulties among these nations, contradictions
they are constantly discussing: between the United states and
Japan, between the united States and Europe, between Europe
and Japan. But, even so, they get a|ong iust fine, and sometimes
they have so many resouİces, so much productivity, that they
can permit themelves the luxury of working fewer hours and
havğ a per capita income that is incomparably higher than that of
the Third World. lf the system were at all rationa|, stil| fewer
hours could be worked and unemployment could be eliminated;
but, naturally, the system itself demands a reserye army of the
unemployed. There is a growing difference between the per capita
income of the industrialized countries and the per capita income
of the developing countries.

ln contrast, the united states' relations with Latin America
are uneven and unfair, like the relations between other indus-
trialized countries and Third world countries. |'Ve already gone
into this at some length and explained how the Latin-American
countries were transferring huge amounts of resources to the
industrialized countries every year.

That is, the main difference is that there are two types of
relations: the ones existing among the industrialized countries
themselves - relations of cooperation, integration and trade on
more or les§ equitable grounds - and their relations with Latin
America, which are unfair and are based on ruthles§ exploitation.
That is the essential difference.

JEFFREY ELLIOT: My final question on this topic: You
have proposed, during the course of this session, a concrete way
in which to reso|ve the prob|em of the debt and shared your
approach with the nations of Latin America. How have these
nations responded to this approach? Do you expect that they
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would rally around the propo§als which yotl haıre aniculated
today?

FlDEL cAsTRo: l've been talking about this problem for
quite some time now - at the United Nations in octob€r 1979,
for example. The speech l delivered there is around here some,
where. ln it, l referred to the cancellation of the debts of the
least developed countries and greater payment facilities for
the other, more deıreloped Third World countries. l also referred
to the need for additonal financial resources amounting to
$300 billion for development assistance in the 1980-90 decade,
if the programs that the United Nations has proposed so often
for that pan of the world were to be implemented, Many of
these problems - those of unequal trade, the protectionist
measures and other is§Jes - were defined in 1979, when, even

though it was already in the offing, the great crisis of the '80s
hadn't yet occurred. The present situation is very different from
that one.

l set forth thosğ same problems in New Delhi in 1983, at
the summit Conference of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, and in other international meetings, but - l repeat -
there was a difference, based on two elements: fir§t, the crisis
hadn't reached its most critical point, and, second, we were
drawing up, arguing over, reasoning out and requesting timely
and appropriate measures, This is necessary. The United Nations'
goals haven't been met. The 9p between the industrialized
countries and the Third wofld countries is widening; cooperation
is needed. Resources are needed for development. l referred to
all this at some length. That statement may have been Very fair,
but iG importance was relative, because - l repeat - the crisis
hadn't reached an extreme, We should analyze what has happened
betııeen 1979, when l said this, and the present situation, in
1985. The data on what happened in each Latin-American
country are available.

Then, the decision was in the hands oı the industrialized
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countries. They could afford to turn a deaf ear to the problem.
The situation now is total|y different; the crisis has reached an
extreme, and the decision isnt in the hands of the ındustrialized
countries. lt is in the hands of the Latin-American and Thirdworld countries. Now, the industria|ized nations will have to
iiccept what these countries decide: whether or not they want
to continue remitting fabulous sums of money for debt servicing.

with respect to the Latin-American countries' reşonse, lcan only tell you that these statements have awakened greaı
interest in all nations and in all social sectors. wtıat *ill tlıeansııer be? lf l hadnt said a word about this - words now havea relatıVe value, since the time has come for all to make great
decisions - they would have to find a solution. İl,"v ,r"."going to reach the same conc|usions, one way - .noİt.r. ldont have any doubt whats@ver, in seeking a solut;o| tneywill follow a path similar to the one lu. p-.po.1ng,-;*ur"
there is no alternative. Nobody has to be persladed. l J. ,*."lv
saying what is happening, why it is happening and whaİ will
happen and proposing solutions.

. ln this case, the ideas, the analyses and the meditations I
h9ve. pul forth are the product of rea|ity. rn"v 

"r"n'İ 
tt"1.1tof the İnagination cr fantasy. Many people in ı-atin e."ri""

have been thinking aboJt this and have reached tııe same concıu-
sion on their own

l have felt freer to speak about thistopic. I have been referring
p^İt:l* 

,: 
919, - for six years now - and l've been developing

mese ldeas all of that time. l can present them. our economy has
more solid foundations for development; it doesn't aepeno at aılon the United Sbtes, that has blockaded us for 25 v""r*.-ı, i,less dependent on the western world's economy, 

"na 
*" ur" ı"ovulnerable to economic pressures and retaliation ttıan the otnerLatin-American countries, that are constantly i"r"i.arıing

the_ir dğbts and facing quite serious hardships. İh"İİlİĞlon
isn't the same as ours when expressing these points oİ rl"*]'Or,|'m convinced that many public figuİes, rn.ny l-rtin-n."İi""n
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and Third World politicians, have already reached these conclu-

sions on their own, even thourgh they may not have been in 8

position to state them as l am doing.

lf you read the international wire service reports, for instance,

you'll 
'see 

that, in Africa, Nyerere has been speaking out strongly

about debt-related problems and Africa's tragic economic sifua-

tion. ııe hasn't done this in exactly the same terms, but he

is, in essence, reflecting the same concern and the urgent need to

ik solutions. That is, we are faced with events and situations in

which the countries have no alternative but to find a way out,

and any way out that they find will, at least, be in the same

direction that l'm proposing .- maybe not exactly the same

tning, but in the same direction. The debt simply cannot be paid-
;'Cir'" ." liberty or give me death," The choice for those

governing Latin America is now between the cancellation oİ the

debt and political death.

Este titulo fue impreso en el establecimiento "Federico Er,gels"

Je İa empr"sa Poİigr6fica del CC d€l PCC,

Ju lio de 1985,
"Ano det Tercer congreso"
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OR TO PAY TR|BUTE
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DlALOGUE WlTH THE DELEGATES
TO THE TRADE UNlON CONFERENCE OF

LATlN-AMERlcAN AND cARlBBEAN woRKERs
oN THE FoRElGN DEBT.
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Fıorı-

TO PAY TRİBUTE TO THE EMP|RE
OR.TO PAY TRİBUTE
TO THE HOMELAND

O|ALOGUE W|TH THE DELEGATES
TO THE TRAOE UN|ON CONFERENCE OF

LATlN_AMERlcAN AND cARlBBEAN woRKERs
, oN THE FoRElGN oEBT,

HELo DURlNG THE cLoslNG sEssloN oF THE MEET|NG.
THURsoAY, JULY 18, l985

@
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o sobre la presente ediciön
Editora Politica, 1985

Editora politica
Av€nida 4l "General L6zaro Ciirdenas"
No.2202, Playa, Ciudad de La Habana, Cuba
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DlALoGuE BEnVEEN CoMMANDER lN CH|EF FıDEL
CASTRO RUZ, F|RST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL
COMM|TTEE OF THE COMMUNlST PARTY OF CUBA
AND PRES|DENT OF THE COUNCİL OF STATE AND OF
THE couNclL oF MlNlsTERs, AND DELEGATES To
THE TRADE UNloN coNFERENCE oF LAT|N-AMERl-
CAN AND CAR|BBEAN WORKERS ON THE FORE|GN

DEBT DURlNG THE CLOS|NG SESS|ON OF THE
MEETlNG, THuRSDAY, JULY 18, l985.

YEAR OF THE 3RD CONGRESS.
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FıDEL cAsTRo RUZ: Comradç, l can do ono of ırüo
thing§: either go to the ictrum and ınare a şeıtı or sov
here and haııe a dialogue with you. There, l might talk abouİ
the things which l .consider arĞ the ,rıost ımpo.ant ana aı"ı-fy those points th€t l think ne€d to be cleaıEd rp - "nJ 

lt
would be a ıTlatbr of |uck, if l guess right on each of theüinş that ınay ooncern you or in which you ınay have the
greatest inter6t. Therefore, l would prefer to have a dialogue,
since l hrve noted in my contacts wiü divene deleçtes İİaİ
you have que§tions or interest in learning rcmethinğ moıe orin getting additional points of vier,y on some topİa, * rr"
could bıeak with tradition. you have lisened to a lot of
speeches during the past fe$, days - some of them, certainly,
very good orıes - and l have rnade a lot of speeches abouİ
these matte,s this year. Therefore, l wotıld L ghd if you
agree to have a dialogue. (APPLAUSE) ln thİt case. yve
would hee to ask Comrade Veiga to preside over this dialogue
and to give the floor to those who ask for it, with the'a-
greement üat it will be posible to do this in an orderly way
and with a time ıimit lt's not that l impose this, but, as tne
hours go by, you çt tired, l get tired - ı,Ye all g€t tired. we
could §et a limit of tııo hours and. if you hold up under this,
one hour moİe. l think that ıın might set a |ımit of around
|!_9r zo qu6tions. lf you agree, lot's start immediately.
(APPLAUsE)

RoBERTo VElGA (Chairman): Comrade Angelino
Garz6n, General Secretary of the Colombian Workers'İrade
Union Confederation (CSTC), has the floor.

Comrade Danzös Palomino wants to ,nake a §uggetion.

RAMoN DANzos PALoMlNo (Mexicol; why don't
we combine the two |daas that Fidel has suggg§t dı that of
learning from the rostrum soma of his opinions about the
asembly and combining thi§ with ı series of qu$tions?
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l think that it's important to learn what Fİdel'3 poinı of vi6,Y

about the assembly is and then have questions.

FIDEL CASTRO RUZ: l could say some final worĞ
from here - there's no need to go to the rostrum - and it
could be in the reııeıse order: l'll an§\iır the qu*tions first
and then say some brief final words about the things that
haven't been included in my replies. (APPLAUSE)

F|DEL CASTRO RUZ: lt's hard to say sornething that
ha3n't already been said about these imprcssioın in the

course of the remarks or in this report, but, if you want me to
give some very penonal views, things that l've reflectad on
during üe course of the conference, l'd say, first of all, that,
prevailing oırer the different political criEria üere may have

been, as Veiga said, or different positions - he wen spoke of
re|igious criteria, which l don't think rv€re ıırentiorıed in the
m€eting - the differenc6 that could be political or of po6ition,

of appfoach, ideologies, all that, l oboerved here in all the
remark§ that the fact that you are all worken, İ8rmoG, people

who are very closely tied to üe base and who understand
the problems and the sufferinş of the men and rııomen of
the people - aboıe all, of your c,omrades at ı,York - praraılgd
over your diffurences. This is a really intar*ting phcrromo
non, for a great community of feelinş and ideas could be soen,

2

CHAIRMAN: Comrade Garz6n.

ANGE LlNO GARZON (Colombian Workerc' Trade Union
corİfederation [CSTCI, Colombia): Taking the opportunity
provided by Comrade Comandante Fidel Castro's pre§ence

here in ttıis conference, l would like to ask him what his

impressions are and what he thinks about thi§ confer€nc€ - its
character, üe discussions and deliberations and also its con-

clusi'ons and the pro§pects for thi§ work.
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and ı'd say that the thing§ in common prevailed, so the
differences were barely perceived or not perceived at all.

The high intellectual l6/el of the delegates, your ability
to undeİstand problems in depth and to go straight to the
hean of the matter, struck me. even though some remarks
had to b€ cut short with that wooden hammer - l don't know
what you call it - or an alarm clock, because time wa§ up.
|'ve taken part in many ineetings of all kinds -- meeting§ of
Heads of state in the Non-Aligned Movement, in the United
Nations, in ıııany plac6 - and l could see how prepared
the people who m8t here, the many who spoke, were.

At one time when the rules and regulatiorİs began to be
applied with greater rigor, l was amazed to see how the speakers
aüpted to this relatively quickly and rnade interesting,
btilliant remarks in e short time: ten minutes or even less.
l think that everything that was said at that rostrum was
interesting, and l can't remember any other meeting oİ a9
sembly in which ııch high quality has been shown in the
sta@ments.

ln addition, l've noted firm, solid criterıa, expressed with
great oo]ıviction, Onergy and character. l don't want to make
comparisorıs with the other sectoE of socİety - the women
g6ve a great demonstration of their ability just recentİy, 8
demonstratıon similar to thi§ one, which l greatly admired -
but l could say that l have never taken part in a morc inter-
esting meeting or in one of higher quality in terms of the
delegat6' participation and remarks.

l would also say that, as a rule, the remarks ıİ,ere good.
They had conEnt and conveyed valuable ideas, and some
rırıere really brill iant.

Conctrning the document, in view of the tıemendq§
breadth of the rrneting and the diversity of trEnĞ arıd
ideologies repre§ented here, thie doqıment is an aınazing a_
chi6,ement; the fact that it wa§ pos§iblc to dnw up a docıı.
ment §lch 8§ this on€ seems miraqılou§, but it isn't a miraclo;
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it i! ü€ produ6, üe fruit. of tha İnİ of reşonıibiliç,
ıriouınıı ınd commitrnant of you who ııe here. l üink
that aıl of yoıı *rırı this opinion, for you damonıtıated thiı
wiü the amotion ınd enüu3ian wiü which you ıpproıed
it unanimously in üe end.

Betw€en thc oarl'ıer ditaıssion or between today's midday
session and this one. the rDprt wao imprond. wo know ıt
isr|'t p€rfect; rve don't think we've made a perfect docııment;
but, in vieıı of the conditions, the circlmstanceı. the all,
encompassing nature of this meeting and the diveEity of
trends, l think that it ha§ been a considerable Eıcceış. l think
that the id€a§ that arose are going to have an impact not only
on Latin America but al§o on international pub|ic opinion,
on the industrialized world and on Africa, Asia - all over.
l'm convinced of this. lt isn't a manifesto or a proclamation;
it is simply a repon that reflects what was discııssed here and
ü|e thoughts that were set forth.

l think that the spirit in which the Conferencp wa3 c8lled
has been observed, in the sense that efforts were made to
aroid any step or measure that might make it appear that
we had formed an organization or thaı any of the exigting
organ|zations ııııere ignored. This document simply refiects
the şirit and the ideas that prevailed in the confurence, and.
even though it is simply a repoft, l think that it is going to
be one of the reports with the greatest repercu§§ions ever in
our region.

|'ve been thinking about these problems for many days or
months - a lopg time; l could even sııy many years - and l've
never seen anything so clear and, in my opinion, so effective
as the contents of this repon. Abiding strictly by the spirit
of the call, you have managed to come up with a document
tha! in my opinion. is going to have many reverberations.

l said - or l wanted to say but didn't say it - üat, in this
tong process in which l have been concerned with these
questions. nothing has moved me more than the reading of
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this report -. both tha vorrion that wo tıw at midd8y and tho
improved one that was drawn up as E regJlt of the dıtajssion
and which was read so wgll from thg rostrum. l think that
l caught all of your emotion. Even though rw hıın becn
meeting here for several days and alıeady feel more ıt home,
speaking for myself, Comrade from Colombia. l felt yrry
mored this arening, becaure l realize thıt w€ h!ıro tık9n a
great ,tsp forward.

lt is difficult now to şaak about future proioctionı ınd
conlequ.nces; l think th8t this is going to haro a gr8at ımplct,
be a great force and dynamizo thıs unitad movoment and thiı
§truggle.

l think that this Conferance is goİng to hara gttft rrFr-
cusions and abundant fruit, but we *ıouldn't forgot that lt
isn't the only one. support has already been exprased hırc
for the next conference, whic*ı is to b€ held in Bollvia, and
for the one that will be he|d in the southern cone.

l also think that october 23, the day of prote§t oİ
struggle - how did you put ıt? - "a day of regional actıon on
october 23 agEinst the forEİgn debt and its c8Enrophic
effect§." could become a day of regional actıon not only by
the urban and rural workers but also by the student oİg6ni-
zations, the women'ı orgonizations, the profes§ionals' orgEni.
zations and mony politİcal organizations. lt wouldn't be
zurprising if many politicsl org8nizations 3Jpported this
action. The effect of this agreement would be multiplied if,
in pragtice, it were turned into a day o{ regional action by
the m8ss and political organizations.

A vğry largp meeting is going to be held her€ in Haıana
a few days from now. That meeting will be even more all-
encompassing than this one, because this wa§ a broad meeting
of trade unions and workers, but the next one will be a
meeting in which panies of many different ideologies and
different social sectors will be repre.ented. The panicipants
in the me€ting that will begin on the g}th will İnclude
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repre*ntatives of leftist, oent€r and som9 con§eNative
panies; scıentists; intellectuals - üey tell me that this i5
being broadcaİ over radio to thö entirB hemi9tıeıe; |'m here
talking, not knowing whether thiı is or iınt a di.Ect t rn}.
mission; l'm not going to chango anything l ıy simply
because l'm on the air (APPLAUSE) - economists; ı"llgioııs
sectors; students; women - a pan of üe group of Latin-
American women who are waging a great battle in Nairobi
now will also participate in that conference or in that regionaı
dialogue that will begin on July ) - and, of co..ırsg, a laİge
and prestigious group of trade union delegat$. Many politic4l
figures will also be here. That i3. it wilı b€ a big meeting.
some national hısinessınen and even rcne bankers have been
invited to give their opinions and also to take paft in the
dialogiıe. The transnational banks, the transııationa| corpo-
rations and imperialism will not b€ r€presentd. but it wiıı bs
a Very broad conference.

l've jumped the $rn a little in explaining this. becaue it's
also related to some point§ of view on the strategy and tactics
üat we stıould follow in the struggle, lt's ımpossible to say
now how the meeting will develop, l've seen the women's
rne€ting, the Latin-American iournslists' meeting and this
workers' and farmers' meeting, but l can't predict what wıll
happen in the next one. lt will be an all€ncompa§sing
meeting with ab§olute democracy, absolute freedom for the
panicipant§ to express their view§ and absolute respect for
the opinions of al|, no matter what those opinions rnay be.
We'll have to see how that great 8ssembly develops in which
that dialogue will be held.

l think that none of us has ever seen anything similar to
it, becaus8 the broadest İİıoetings that we've seen h8ve b€en
those of the Non-Aligned, the meetings of the Heads of state
- which are also very heteıogeneous, due to the nature of the
near|y 100 countrie§ üat b€long to the Movement. Th€
6th gJmmit Conference ol the Morıement of Non-Aligned
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Countries was held right here. in this hall. lt la§ted nearly a
week and may have b€en the meeting most similar to this
one, hlt l hope that this me€ting will be better than a Non-
Aligned sUmmit Conference.

The ceble§ spoke of a sıımmit conference, and l immedi-
atelY said that üis wouldn't be a summit conference. Rather,
it wi|l b€ a high-lwel meeting of outstanding figures, political
leaders, trade union leaders, etc. That is what it will be. Aı
no time did we even think of calling a me€ting of Latin-
American and caribbean Heads of state. cuba doesn't even
belong to the oAs; to its honor, it was expelled from that
organization. cuba doesn't even have relations with many
countries, because it was made the victim of isolation, the
blockade and the breaking of relations that imperialism
insisted on. lt would never have occurred to us to call a
summit meeting of Heads of state of the region; it would
have been presumptuous for Cuba to do so. For us, the
summit, the excellence, lies not in the potitical hierarchy of
the participants but rather in their moral quality, their human
quality and their honesty. plus the fact that they represent
the people. (APPLAUSE)

l think that we'ıl be able to see İep€r6Js§ion5 of this
conferenog on the 3oth. comrades, 8nd l'm Ebsolutoly con-
vinced that thora repercu3§|ons will be big ono3, Thiı convic-
tion lrn't baıad on a dream or ürangp occurrancar; rathor,
l hrva becn obrarvlng thir movamont, thi3 proco3r, for rcme
yearı, and l'v6 $on tho storm coming and formlng; now, th3
ıtorm ls about to braak, for tha criıiı has maturod.

l don't want to ttlk 8bout thİs 8t gre8t€İ |ğngth, but,
takİng your qu$tion a! a §t8rting point, l have triad to give
you a rep|y and 8lso sot fonh 3ome oth9r ide8s.

CHA| RMAN: The comrade from Mexico.

PABLO SANDOVAL RAM|REZ (Sole National Trade
Union of Univer§ity Workers [SUNTU], of Mexico): l think
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that comandante Fidel ca§tro's opinion is Very interestin9,
and, in the cours8 of th6 morning session, l heard some other
ırery interesting opinions, as well. l agree with his opinion,
for example, about the date for the İegional aclion. l think
that, really, it is necessary to launch a very broad campaign in
order to clear the cobweb§ away from the c.elebration of a

date of this kind. l think that he rightly referred to the
thing§ that imperialisrn does to keep on justifying the exploi-
t8tion of our pdoplg.

However, it is necessary to clarify and §tate precisely

that, in making this Proposal, we were motivated by what
Fidel castro said. our comrade from the National Trade
Union of Education workers (sNTEl said that this date
would be appropriate for initiating this campaign of struggle
against colonialivn. l think this is what motivated the group

of comrades who proposed this date for the regional action.
l think that üere's a coincidence with comrade Fidel

Castro's concem; l think that we should clarify this and carry
otlt this c8mpaign.

Moreoııer, l would also like to propose that the coinca-
dence-

cHAlRMAN: Comrade. l think that this exchange is one
of questions, not statements. (APPLAUSE) ln order to gain

timo and m8ke tha exchange more f ruitful, l ast thE comrades
to go directly to the questions that interE§t them. Excuse
me, comrade, but lthink that this is the feeling ğf all those
prgsant; thgreforE, plgase ask your que§tion directly and
@ncİBtely.

PABLO SANDOVAL RAMIREZ: Pleaş excuso mE,
comrade. l based myself on Comrad€ Fidel Castro's comment
about establishing a dialogue that al3o implies exprBssing
opinion§. l wanted to refer to these opinions of mine and to
clarify some matters that may not have been clear amut my
position, but l won't say any mor€ than this.
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F|DEL cAsTRo RUZ: He dıdn't ask a que§tion, but
l und€rstand that he was refurring to the date of october 12,
which some of you proposed a§ the day for the regional
action again§t th€ debt. l§ th8t right?

PABLo SANDoVAL RAM|REZ: Yes, exrctly.

F|DEL CASTRO RUZ: l was talking with you for a
while on this point. All of you ar€ respon3ible for opaning
a third front tod8y. l w8s medıtating about this this after-
noon. We already have one big - very big - front, which is
the one w€'!ı€ discussed here. Then there'§ a second front,
which was opened concerning the Seoul Olympic Games;
another front, l don't know if a pamphlet on this wasdistrib-
uted to you or not. Anyway, that's two front§. And the
third front was opened today, concerning october 12. lhad
a series of ideas and opinions about that; l could say that
l've been muttering about üİs for some time now. l haven't
said anything public|y, but l'ı/e been ruminating on this
problem for some time, you might say. chewing it over, and
I simply can't swallow this idea (LAUGHTER} of defending
octob€r ı2. l have my opinions about this, because l feel
like an lndian. l am an lndian; l belong to this new m8ss
of lndians who inhabit our region. l fe€l aboriginal. as all
of yotı who live proudly in these lands do, feeling a part of
them, no matter whora our ancgstors cam6 from: ıome from
one place and otheE from anotheİ. They say thet those who
were here before columbus arrived cıme from siberia or
China or l-don't-know-where and crred ovor the Bering
strıit. They weren't from hers, eith6r, but l think they came
peacafully. Thay had thgir w8rc among themselves, but they
w€no wars betwo€n more or less even sides, until we were
discovered. l say "we weıe discovered" because l feel like an
lndian; l am an lndian; l feel that l am a paft of the new
lndians. There are those who have preten§ions of being much
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more powerful Conquistadoıes now, with a lot of technology
and mora sophisticated and destructive weapons than the
conqu i3tadores who conquered our lands and subiugated our
peoples had then.

l think, a3 l said this morning, that the choice of that
date would have been unfortunate or unlucky; it clashes
with all the values that we most cheri§h.

The lndians here on this is|and were the most peaceful
inhabitants of this region. The Aztecs, the lncas, the
Araucanians and Öther§ weıE more warlike and better orga-
nized, but the lndians of Cuba were the most peaceful people
who have ever lived in the worid. Naturally, they didn't
have any planes, locomotives, radios, television sets, tractors,
bu-s, harquebuses, crossbows, §,yords or even sailboats. l've
always üought how lucky the Conquistadores were because,
by mastake, they landed here. Don't forget: Columbus was
trying to get to the lndies; nobody knew that a whole
continent was in the way, right across their path - and it was
lucky for him and for Cortes. Pizarro and all the othef
conqui§tadores that it wa§.

|'ve read some books about the orient, or what was
called the lndies et that time. with a great de8l of intere§t.
They include the completa hiıtory of Marco Polo, in detail
- 800 paçı. The Orient had armieı of well.trainad mrrlon,
with hundrodt of thouıandı of feırıome csvalrymon. lf
tho conquiİtadoraı hıd, by chanca, arrived in china at that
tim6, th8y wouldn't hlva lrnad mor€ than 15 mlnuteı - 16
minutoı at mort. Thay ware sbl6 to conquor thi, hemlrphero
becauıa tiıey brought a faw dozen horıeı, and th6 lndian!
boliavsd that aach liorıe and rider waı a ıingle being. one
.nimal that had a 3trangp shape. Then, when thay kill6d th6
horsg and the man kept on coming, it wr3 domorsliıing.
MorEoror, th6 conqui3tadore§ had 8 few little cannon, which
were demoralizing. too. But, in China, thoy'd invented
gunpowder, and thoy had armies of hundrads of thougands
of cavalrymen.
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When l was in school and studied history, I lın3 taught
aboıt the Spaniards' "proü/ve§s," and l've read books about
tho conquesB. l've come to the conclusion that it was their
mistake that saved üem. l wou|d have llked to have seen
Oiego Ve|ıizquez, who conquered Cuba by killing the lndians
here, landing in China; or Pizarro and Hernando Cortes,
those "glorious" warriors - we were taught that they were
gloriotıs warriors. l know what they did. They came here
wiü swords; they had the cros§ bless the conquest - l have
a lot more reş€ct fof the cross than for the sword - and they
wiped out the population. There was practically nobody left
heıe in Cuba. There were 6 million lndians in Mexico, but,
wiüin a few yearc, there were just 2 million lei-t. They
didn't wip€ all of them out with their swords, their diseascs
and their atrocious methods of slavery simply because they
couldn't. They conquered enormous areas, raped, did every-
thing you can imagine, grabbed al| the wealth and enslaved
our people§. l think that this part of history *lould be
criticized and that those in the cradle of the conquistadores,
who are a|most proud of their ancestors' feats, *ıould make
the criticism and slfcİiticism of the conquest, of coloniaIisın
and of the Conquistadores. The day they engaç in self+rit-
icisın, we will be able to thank them for some cultural thing§
they left us. But I think that there can be no defense of the
disovery and conquest without criticism and self-criticisrn
for the unjust, atrocious and brutal things that happened.
This i§ what l think. l'm thoroughly convinced about all this,
but l didn't want to start making a fuss about it in the
middlo of the struggle against the debt.' Tomorrow, the cables are going to sııy more about the
problem of the conquest than about the conference, but l'm
not afraid. We have three fronts, and we'll keep on struggling
on three fronts, that's al|. (APPLAUsE}

CHA|RMAN: The comrade from Arçntina.
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ALBERTo HERNANDEZ (Municipalities Tr8de Union
[SM], C6rdoba, Argıentina}: Comrade Fidel Castro, through-
out thoir history, the Latin-American countriğs have experi-
enced successive changıes, stag6 in which democraıic aprıem-
ments alternated with dictatorial ones. No!Y, we h8rr8 three
brand new democracies in Uruguay, Brazil and Argpntina.
Specifically, my qu$tion is: What possibilitiEs do you ro€ for
üe consolidation of thara democracies, comrada, ınd hovıl
may they devolop in tho future?

ALBERTO HERNANDEZ: lt's all related.

F|DEL cAsTRo RUz: Let mo tBll yorı hoı thE world
reacted to the d€r.nocratic openings in Argentina, Uruguay
and Brazil, each of which was achierad in a diffeaent way but
all of whici were, unquestionably, democratlc op€nings.

Everybody was overioyed by these eıren8. bocıuıa the
horrors that occurrod in those three countries -,eşecially
in Arlentina, where the repression reached levels ıhat wcre
unprecıdented in this hemişhere - had beerı publicized.

Historically, thefe was tslk of Rosa3. in Argpntina; of
Juan Vicgnte G6mez, in Venezuela; of Porfirlo DJız, in
Mexico; and of many other tyrants and sstraps. Mırta ıpoke
a lot about the dictatoF of ttıe last century. More r€crntly.
we had Trujillo, Somoza and carfas, without counting the
late§t ones in Guatemala, El Salvador and other corntries.
ln short, most of the Latin-American countrie§ haw been
governed by bloody dictatorshiPı for a long tim6.

we had them, too - more than one. But, if we compare
them with the ones you had, we can say that the dictators
trained and prepared by the QlA, which taught therh the an
of ıorturing, killing and making human beings disappear,
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were olympic champions. lt must be said that the torturers
here in Cuba were a bunch of amaıeurs compared with the
ones that appeared in chile, Arçntina, Uruguay and oth€r
countries. Just recently, l was talking with a Uruguayan
comrade whom they'd kept hooded for a year, l think it was.
lt's a wonder how people stand up under those methods of
tonure, which might be called scientific.

The torturers here in the time of Machado and Batista
were backward, crude, amateurs. They weren't scientific
tortureE. They beat people up, and tortured them to death,
but the methods that appeared in Latin America after the
trİumph of the cuban Revolution and after the Vietnam War
- in which imperialism developed its scientific studies in the
an of repressing, torturing and killing people - were unknown
here.

The phenomenon of taking people away and making
them disappear is one of the cruelest thing§ that can be
conceived of. l have seen famities five years later, still hoping
that their relatives were alive. There's no way to persuade
them othen^/ise. l've known Guatemalan, Chilean and
Argentine families - families from many places. Perhaps the
most difficult thing there is İs to persuade somebody to give
up hope. The children, wives, parents, brothers and sisters
of the victims have kept hoping for a year, two years. five
years and ten. There is nothing more horrible than the
method of making people disappear, and the tyrannies that
the United States has imposed in Latin America have used
this method massively.

Who are the ones who zuffer the most? Perhaps that citizen,
that human being, whom they took away, tortured for a
month and ki|led, but the members of his family wi|l go on
being tonured al| their lives. He may have been a revolutionary
who was consciously running a risk, but what about his
family, which was victimized by thisatrocious proceduit? This
i§ ten times as brutal as the news of the death of a loved one.
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From whom did they learn those methods? Who taught
them to them? lt was the clA and imperialisn that taught
them all tho§e scientific methods of torture for repressing
our peoples and have applied them exhaustively.

The whole world knows this - perhaps not in all its
horror, but it knows it and suffered a great deal, morally,
as a rezult. Therefore, the news of the faıü of each of those
bloody regimes was welcomed with great joy, as was the
news of the triumph of the Sandinista Revolution. This is
the same feeling with which news of the triumph of a revo-
lution or of a democratic opening in Chile is awaited. l think
that that will be a day of great happiness, because the people
have never forgotten that september 11, when the legal,
constitutional government elected by the people was sabo-
taged and destabilized by imperialism; the way it was over-
thrown; and the way in which Salvador Allende gave his
life -. Allende, who had great prestige because he had tried to
bring about social changes peacefully and build socialism by
peaceful means. All that had awakened a lot of hope and
great fellow fe€ıing throughout the world. When a revolu-
tionary Victory or a democratic opening takes place - and
either one may occur there - everybody will welcome it wittı
tremendous rejoicing. That was the way the news of the
democratic openings in Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil was
received, and l think that the democratic openinş in those
countries were a Very important - historically very important -
step, at an exceptional moment.

The economic crisis has already played an important
role in those processes of democratic openings, because the
military men began to understand that the country was
getting harder and harder to govern. That is, those demo-
cratic openings were the results of the people's struggles.
in circumstances in which the economic crisis supponed the
people's struggles and forced the military men to withdraw
from governmcnt. This is connected with the struggle that
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you 8re wagıng now: the strugg|e agsinst the economic
cri§İs and the foroign debt. l'd say that the strugg|e th8t
is being waged now couldn't have b€en waçd three, four or
five years ago. This is so, among oth8r reasons. beceu§o the
cri3is hadn't maturad 3o much than and bocause the polsi-
bilitie§ that thg workoB, studont3 and farmerı in thora thro€
countrigs now have for exprassing th6msglvo3 and organizing
are very important for thıs §truggle.

l think that not only world public opinion but also
Arçntines, Uruguayans and Brazilians of the most diwrse
polıtical tr8nd§ have great esteem for the advanco that üese
democr8tic openings have meEnt in countries where tarror
reigned in a really terrible form; l can see this.

l even think that tho§e who disagree with the meaEJEs
that are taken, who are in political di§agreement wiü the
pre§ent govemments, those who are in the opposition.8ll
the opposition parties, have very high esteem for and are
aware of the need to pİeserve these openings, even though
they may feel or think that present possibilities don't meet
the mo§t advanced social and political aspirations. l think
that this is what practically all of the poıitical partıes on the
left and in the G€nter and even conseıvati\ro ones feel about
these countries.

Now, there ir a real dançr. l think that this cri3is i§
seriously affecting that process. lt is affecting it, and it is
going to affect it more and more. since it tike§ a heavy toll
on the politicEl forcts, on the po|itical leaderc, wearing
thom out. and their weakening may lead to some backing up,
though I don't think that thera is any immediate dangar of
coups.

You should nevor discount the possibility of a ıeactionary
coup, but, with §uch an enormou§ economic crisis, l don't ,

think that the military men will have much inc8ntiıre to take
orıer the government in the near future, because the corıntriB
have become ungovernable, and they know it. They are '
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8wıİa of tha gf.vity of the criıis. l don't think it is likely
that s majority will soek §olution, a la Pinochet, though there
are lome - there are always some crazy people - both there
in the united states and in those countries, who think and
believe that represion offers the solution for the economic
crisis and the debt. Pinochet is even digging his heels in and
stubbornly trying to maintain his regime under ever more
impo§ıble conditions and in a situation of tota| isolation.

As l have said in some interviews, when the economic
situation is mort or |e6s norrııal, the number of madmen who
may try to pull ı coup rİaY even amount to a majority, but,
in situations of örisis as deep as this one and after the experi-
ence üose countriE have had. l think that the madmen who
are dreaming abalt this are in a very small minority. This is
what l think.

The §ituation isn't exactly the same in all the countries İn

our region. lt is less hopeless in some countries. l think that
there are greater possibilities of a coup in some of them, but
l really don't think there will be a coup in Uruguay, and it
is even less like|y in Argentina right now. And ldon't think
it's very probable in Brazi|, either.

To the contrary, l believe that this economic crisis can
ıead to 3ocial upheava|s and outbreaks. l'm going to tell you
frankly what l was telling some comrades on the commission
when l was there for a few minutes to make two or three
$rggestions - matters of details, such as the figure of the
ılo percent who wera at the criticaı limit§ of poverty. lt
seemed that only 40 percent could be considered poor, when,
in fact, th€ ıl0 percent are at the lowest levels of poveny,
and 30 parcent are below tho§e limits, so the figure should be
70 percent. not ıo percent. l went there to comment on
some tshnica| d8t8il3, and l told thom why lwa3 talking
Ebout social upheaval3. l think that the obiectivg conditions
for rgvolution in the Latin-American countries are advancing
much more quickly than the 3ubiective ongs. and, when you
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don't §e€ the subiective condition§ for socia| changs in one
way or another and can lse thıt th8y havgn't maturod ıuffi-
ci9ntly, you .can't İeally ts|k about possibilitoı of revolution.
You know th8t the lady is pregnant and has a fetus inside;
she's five or six months pregnant and has to give birth.
willy-nilly; there has to be a solution somehow, but you still
can't see clearly who the midwives are going to be - even
though, unquestİonably, they will be the oppressed sectors
and the progressive forces. l can't see clearly that awareness
has matured sufficiently for that and that those forces are
sufficiently organized, and this is why l say that, if these
objectiVe conditions continui to mature so quickly, social
upheavals will take place. l can't say that there will be
revolutions. lt is possible and probable that a social upheaval
will lead to a revolution, and l said in some of the interviews
that there would be generalized social upheavals of a revo|u-
tionary nature.

There have already been some social upheavals - there
was one in Santo Domingo; it wasn't a catastrophic one for
the sy§tem as yet, but one did take place. When the lnter-
national Monetary Fund forced the Dominican Government
to apply ctrtain measures, there was what we could call a
spontaneous insurrection in ths Dominican Republic. The
Government felt that it was necessary - very sadly and very
censurably necessary - to send out the troops, the soldiers
and the police, against the people and to kill more than
l00 people. Don't think they were revolutionaries. They
were men, women, young people, housewives, simple people
who took to the streets spontaneously, and the Government
felt that it was necessary to kill and wound hundreds of
pğople. lt is said that there were around 400 or 500 wounded.
The official figures say that 60 people were kilİad, but
§erious, well-informed people from the Dominican Republic
have told me that there were more than 100 dead.
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The situation is very serious when 8 government has to
use the army 8nd thg police to fire on the people, wounding
hundreds of people and killing more than 1(X); it's very
serious. That has left tremendous tension in the Dominican
Republic.

ln Panama, certaın measurcs that thg lnternational
Monetary Fund tried to impose gave rise to mas§ demonstra-
tions, in which tens and perhaps hundreds of thousands of
people took pan. There wasn't an army that would repress
the people there; they didn't find that. There was no mas§a-
cre. This has to be kept in mind, too.

ln Guatemala, efforts were made to apply certain me8.
sures of the lntemational Monet8ry Fund's, and, in §pite of
the repre§§ion that exists there, the meag.rres had to be recıi-
fied and withdrawn.

ln Bolivia, too, the measures of this nature gave rise to
larç mass molements. The events there are still recent.;
when the miners and the farmers and everybody else mobi-
lized, a prerevolutionary situation was created. Fortunately,
it didn't wind up in a massacre; the situations Vary from one
country to another. Theonlywaythe lnternational Monetary
Fund's measures can be applied in any country is by forcing
them through ruthlessly. l haven't imagined - | can't imag-
ine - the democratic opening govemments in Arçntina,
Uruguay and Brazil throwing the army and the police against
the people.

ln the Dominican Republic, the time of Trujillo ended a
long time ago, and there's been a little of everything there in
a single historic period. After Trujillo, there was even a
revolution - an uprising by the people, along with a sector
of the Army - but it was drowned in blood by imperialism
and its soldiers; l+0,m0 Us soldiers landed there. That was
in 1965. This was followed by a series of more or less
constitutional governments, and it seems that the horror of
Trujillo-ism has been forgotten.
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These situations lead to very serious political and social
crişs and may lead to revolutions. That is, the obiective
conditions for İ€volutions aıe being cİE8ted,8nd l think that
the possibilitles of serious social convulsioıi are gıeater than
those of rightist coups. When üese situations aıe created

- the Bo|ivi8ns knoı0 thİs - and the crises come, certain
psychological conditions are cra8ted in the people, in the
masses, and possibilities for panicipation in these struggles
open up, not only forcivilians but even ior military personnel.

There's no need to be scared; |'m not scared by this,
for l'ııe just mentioned what happened in Santo Domingo.
Who initiated the uprising in santo Domingo, together with
the people? Who was Caamafio? Caamaf,o was trained in
Trujillo's military academies. He also took some courses in
the United states. His father was a high-ranking military
chief of Trujillo's, and ı can assure you that the caamaffo l

knew was an honorable man and a revolutionary. (APPLAUSE}
ln addition, he was a İEal patriot, and there were many other
military men like him who fought there alongüslde him and
the people. ıt was very sad that such a man as Caamafro was
sacrificed when, out of honor and his şirit of struggle, he
tried to renew the struggle in his homeland under conditions
that were anything but favorable. l believe that he is one of
the great, legitimate heroes of the Dominican people.

Torrijos, too, took courses in the united States, and
imperialisrn thought it had a Praetorian Guard there to defend
its interests and the canal, yet Torrijos was the standard-
beaıer of the struggle for the retum of the canal - and he
wasİı't ju§t the standardöearer; Torriios and the National
Guard weıe determined to take the canal by force if it wa§n't
returned through negotiation. l want you to know - and
|'m not giving away any secrets, because he said this in a

ceremony that was held at the Moncada Garrison during a
visit he paid to Cuba - that he expıessed his gratitude for the
times that l had conveyed my concern to him over the kind
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of radical st8tements that were being made, bacaula l raw
and could imagine perfectly woll what was going to hıpp6n
if they lost their patience and saized the Conal; l kneuv
exactly what wa§ going to happ€n. That would. perhaF,
have been the best possible thing that could happen in
imperialism's view, and l urged him to remain calm and be
patient. Luckily, what happened later showed that l was
right. |'ve never gone around working people up for the fun
of it. l like to think about problems calmly, and l'm not 8
philosopher; l'm far from being indecisive, and l've had to
make a lot of difficult decisions and have done so without
vacillation. But this doesn't rnean being hotheaded - much
less fueling that it doesn't matter if an entiro nation is sıcri-
ficed, as long as problems, diffieulties, are created for the
united states.

l've always followed that policy of being concemed about
my friends, first of a|l; being concerned for their interegG
- not mine - understanding that that is what being a real
friend and internationalist means. l saw the problem that
was being ireated, the counş events were taking; theY said
publicly that, if thq canal wasn't returned to them, they were
going to take it by force. I know the imperialists, their
record and their tricks, and l was afraid that, at a given
moment, that could lead to an act of provocation that could
serve as a pretext for liguidating the Panamanian process.
EVery statement they made brought them closer and closer
to that, and they could easily have fallen into a trap, foİ the
imperialists could have told them that they weren't going
to agree to return the canal through negoiiation, which
would have brought them to a confrontation of that kind,
in which the imperialists would have used a|l their technologv,
their funds and their resources against a relatively small
armed force and a peop|e that wasn't prepared for pro|onged
resistance. But l under§tand the spirit that motivated those
people.
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And he waı a military man. Therefore. we shouldn't
discard the military men simpty because they aİe military
men. l know that the military men have done many horrible
things in this hemisphere, and l know that they have been the

tools of imperialism, the oligarchy and the reaction many

tlmes, bılt l a|so think that, from the ranks of the milıtary
men, in some countrie§ more than in others, military men

may emerge who have the same feelings as you, me and many

othörs who are here; l don't exclude them. when social

convu|sions take place, anything is possible, and, as the

revolutionary that l think l am and in view of the experience
l have, l think that nobody *ıould be excluded as a potential ,

protagoni§t of social chanç and even as a potentia| protago- l

ni§t of revolution.
ln our own struggle, we fought against the Army for

25 months, and we had a lot of battles with those military
men and inflicted a lot of losses and many defeats on them.
l don't know if you know how that war ended - |'m not
going to give you a blowiy,blow account of it or anything
like that. when the military men realized that they were
defeated, many people wanted to conspire with us - even the
henchmen did - and we established a ruleı we wouldn't
accept henchmen or a coup. We were struggling again§t a

coup becauso it might be ug8d to §natch the victory from us,

especially as we weren't strong enough as yot. We told them

,to rise up and ioin us,
At tho end, a prestigious officer asked for a meeting on

behalf of a l8rge group of officers, and he said that they had

lost the war and wanted to end that war. l §ugg€sted that we

could save many good officers. l, too, knew the enemy and

knew that not all of them were murderers; not all of them
were henc}ırnen or torturers; l could distinguish among them.
There were officers who surrendered after fighting hard

against us and who later ioinod us - joined us honestly and

sincerely. We knew that they \AEre courageous in the '
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battıe! and efficiont e3 chief§. they ha&ı't oommitd any
crirüı6; tİı€V had been o(jr enemies, and rflB lat themjoin us.

But, when that high+anking officar, üe üief of the
troops that had been sent agıinst us, caİııe and admitted thaı
üey had lost the war, l !ııgge§d thğt tıc *|ouıd try to 38rre

9" so"d offİcen and promote a uni@d uprising by the tııo
foıce§ - thatl§ whot I proposed to him - so the| could make
up a little for having sıjpported üe ıegiııe. l knew that wE
ıiveıo going to form an entir€ly nsıy army; l was very clear
about üıat. But, eı,en so, l would hrve liked to have saved
sorrıe of tho- officsr§ who had high profesionai quality and
humanity.

When we met. we agreed that the Santiago de Cuba
gaırison would stage an uprising on December 31, 1958. but
he insi3ted on going to Havana, aıen though ı urgEd him not
to go, saying it was risky. He said that he had contacts and
was 9ır€ he would have no prob|ems.

He also had a brother who was chief of the Matanzas
regiment, 1O0 ka|ometer§ from Havana, and he gave that as
one of his arguments. He insisted on going. ltold him that
he was free to go but that, in my opinion, he *ıouldnt doit. Then, seeing that he waş boıınd and determined to go,
l wamed him about three üinş: one, we didn't rıı.nt 

"nycontact made with the US Embassy; two, we didn't want a
coup in the capital; and, three, we dıdn't want anybody to
help Batista escspe. t told him this very clearly, and l repeat-
ed it. l said good5ye to him and awaited news. We were
already preparing the operation§ for attacking Santiago de
cuba. Aı that time, we had 17,0(X) enemy soldiers surrounded,
and we were going to attack the Santiago de Cuba garrison,
which raıas composed of 5000 rn8n. we'd posoon€d things
for a few days, waiting; the meeting was on December 28.
He'went to Havana and did precisely the three things that
he'd promised not to do: he got in touch with the Embasry,
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pulled a coup in the capital and saw B8tista off at the military
airport. (LAuGHTER} we İmmediately denounced the

coup, gave our troops in§tructions to continue military
operations without l6tup and called for a general nation-
wide strike.

For you to see what the workeG are and for you to
understand why we have so much faith in the workerc;
deşite the fact that alı honest trade union leaders had been

$r,ept away, all of them, and leaders that had sold out to the
regime, were placed, imposed through blood and fire by
the tyranny, in all trade union positions, when we. through
the broadcasts of Radip Rebelde, launched the slogan of the
General Revolutionary Strike, the entire country came to a
halt: all transportation. all factories, all communications.
The only things that kept functioning were the radio and TV
stations, lhat the workers placed on a chain with Radio
Rebelde from that moment on. (APPLAUSEI From that
moment on, the only thing§ being broadcEst were the decla-
rations and orientations of the revolutionary command to
the enti7e nstion. lt was tremendous.

ln less than 72 hours, all mi|itary facillties had been taken
over. I want you to,know that ws only had 30ü) armed
men then and they were 8o,0Oo. from the various serviceg,

Thero was no cease-fire, no truce, not for 8 single minute.
ln santiagp de cuba. lmetwithall the officers ofthe gatrison

that had boen 3Jrrounded by our troops; l talked to,thgm
and they joined us. Twenty-folr hourg later, on January 3,
l reached th€ Bıyamo GEiri§on by the centra| Highway.
There wert 3)O0 rcldiers thare who had been fighting ıgalngt
uı in harıh battlos 8 fow days befor,o; but they raspected u3.

thoy ,!şacd us ag adversaries who knew how to fight. and
navgr murdorod a priıoner, neırer miıtreatad a prisoner. who
noınr left !n anomy ıoldier woundad in combat, wtıo cured
thrm. who ıııııd many livsıj that made uı gain pıeıtiç and
rışect ımoııg üe enomy.

23

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



.what l want to tay i! that l rnet with ell thosg soldisG
while moving toward Hsvana, when things *ar" no, tot"İly
claar yet, and all of them iolned us; l Ğı moving toward
Havana with 10OO rebel soldiers and 2OOO Batista-soldien.
They were bringing the tanks, the cannons, all the heavY
weapons and som6 selected infuntry units and l'm convinced
that if th€re had been batles, they wou|d have fought
fiercely since they would have tried to do in a few days wİat
üey had not done before, they would have wanted ; vindi-
cate Ü€mİlwr. So. l have experience in that reşect and,
tİıerefoıe, l do not exclude aııy man. l exclude torturers,
murdeıors. hJt l don't eıclude any man in advance, even if
he had been my adrıerıary. Because l feel deep contempt for
thole ryho murder prircnen, for those who l<İll, but l jo noı
fo€l any contempt for the men who fight openly on the
battlefields.

That iı wiıy l tall you that, based on our own experience,
on whıt wt'w seen, l dont exclude the military eİther. lt
mry be a good id8a for ıne to say it on this occasion because
of a phra- that app€ar8d in one of those pamphloıs and thaı
comrade Vei9 himıglf was te|ling me sme didn't understand.
| .ay that it i3 logical that some don't understand it becau.e
thore. i! a. tromondous al|ergy to üe military. Therefore,
ııcalling üıat and İalstang it to üle quection and the iituation
aı ııch. l say: in the ond. thg strugglos for chançs will
:1? h* to ba allcompri§ng, ttıey can not be dtarian.(APPLAusE)

The lesıon of all this: objacİiıo conditions adv8İrce
ııpldly toward locirl changar. own revolutionary ıocialciııoçı; tho ijbjgc,tirra conditiğıı ars far bohind. rİıera iı a
ııvolutionıry ombryo in tho womb of this hgmispharg, but
thc mldwivıı to İıaİt that ladY in delivery are 3til| hcİing.
Thlı iı not th€ firt timo, either. When the independence oİlıtin Arnorica took plac. - which we all v6ne|.atı althoughit dog.rı't exisç üe first indepondance - the nıbi€ctiw
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conditions wo.E not there either; exoeptional obi€cti\r€
conditions had been crcatgd: Napoleon Bonapana, with hiı
delusions of grandeur, invaded Spıin and inialled a goofy
king in Spain (LAUGHTER) - his brother, ho put him there
as king - one of his manias (like the yanke€s who are doing
similar thing§ how), and then the Spani*l pe9ple rose up'
against the goofy king and foreign occupation.

The first independence movements in Latin America, and
I want this to be known, were acts of loyalty to the metrop-
olis, to the imprisoned king of Spain, whom Napoleon had
placed behind bars; the struggles began out of loyalty to the
king, There were no subjective conditions, but they did not
take long to arise. Nobody had heard of Sim6n Bol{var, or
san Martrn, 9-ıcre, Hidalgo, Morelos, or o'Higgins. The men
appeared and they were not military; although some vİErE,
they had had some training, but, a priest on one hand, a

military man on the other, civilians of varied origins, in *ıort,
they were the ongs who began the initiel independence
struggles. Therefore, when the obiective conditions air
created, sooner or later the subiective conditions wıll also b€
created but, at present, they are really behind in rel8tion to
the obiğctive conditions; this i§ with resp€ct to rarolutıonary
chançs. . . but these are somewhat theoretical m8tı€G.

we are neither promoting nor proposing ra/olutionEry
social changes as the immediate obiecti\re no!v, rrıre are not
saying that; with these ideas, with theİe theses what we are
referring to rather is a national liberation movement, a stluggle
foİ independence because, among other things. we have lost
independencı,. it doesn't exirt] in the obioctive r3alıty of
facts, the independence of the Latin-American and Caribbaan
countries is a ioke. The struggle we are promoting aqainst
the debt, the struggle for the New lnternational Economic
order, the struggle for Latin America'§ economic İntggration,
is a struggle for the liberation of our peoples, of our continant,
that becomes, due to the exıstence of similar circumstırrc4,
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a struggle for the liberation of the entire Thırd world. That
is what is being put fonh; a national liberation struggle.
we are not proposing revolutions, what we are proposing is
this §truggle, as we see it at present, a struggle for national
liberation that mu§t nec€ssarily be very broad.

And if we are referring to a broad struggle, if we are
promoting a strategy of unity within and without - within
the countries where the conditions for uni§ exi§t, and we
must be Very clear that they do not exist in all cduntries; we
must not fÖrget the cases of Chile, Paraguay and others,
where conditions for that are not even in sight - a unity
among Latin-American countries and unity among th6 Third
world countries in a struggle for their independence, it is
simply because this debt, this economic crisis and this system
that have been imposed on our countries have made ustotally
dependent, have enslaved us more than \,l,e weIE in the time
of the goofy king and other Spani§h kings, many of whom
were also goofy because they did not really ''rule'' us as
the yankees do now: then they used to send a vİceroy and
every onoe in a while an inşector for the viceroy, a iudge or
someone, but they had no news, it took them three months
to find out §omething about u§. And imperialism is informed
aböut us 24 hours a day, every hour they are informed about
us. And, unfortunately, we also know about them every day,
every hour, every minute. every §econd, because we feel the
burden of their oppressıon over our countries, 8nd what a
burden l

lmperialivn is attempting to impo§e a culture, to impose
an ideology on us, and in what mannert The king of Spain
would send a letter every once in a while and it was published
in some gozette; but these people try to şeak on radio,
television, the cinema, 24 hours a day; they sell us thousands
of alienating films, programs, and serials. Their invasion of
even man's_sçıÜl, man's_qin{ is_!ıqretiblel Tneyğeak of
indoctrination, of brainwashing. Througıhout history there
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has never been such an attempt to wash the brains of hun,

dreds of millions of people, as the imperialists' attempt to

brainwa*ı all Latin Americans. (APPLAUSE} Through the

most sophisticated means, they try to tell us what clothes to
wear. what toothbrush to brush our teeth with, where

to 90 on vacation, what cigarettes to smoke, everythingl -/
lt's an incredible invasion, one that Spain nwer attempted

and with an influence thatSpain never had.

Thus, we are faced with a challeng€ that is greater than

ever before; fonunately, l believe we have morg awarenes§,

more potentially favorable factors and such clear differences
with them, ııch appropriate and unique characteri§tics for
unity. that we can wage this struggle. l'm convinced that we

can wage this struggle, but it must be united and allcncom,
passing.

lf it is a matter of a struggle for national lib€ration that
requires the broadest participation of all possible sectors,

our promoting the struggle for social revolution at the same

time would contradict the correct strategy and tactics of the
present social and political circumstances of our countries.

And l say it literally: this struggle must be as broad as

possible, if not, we will not win the battle. We would be

either underestimating imperialism and lts forces or over-

estimating (ıtr own forces; and ı don't underestimate nor
overestimate them, but see them for what they're worth.
we can create a very broad front, without excluding any

social strata, any social sector. it wouldn't exclude anyonel
Those who wistı to exclude themselves, |et them do so. let
them exclude themselves, but we shouldn't exclude them.
(APPLAusE}

This is a tremendously transcendental and historic
moment: the time for definitions has come and l think we

*ıould give all men and women of this hemisphere, whatever
their socıal §trata - and l believe it could potentially be an

overwhelming maiority, if we are able to gpt the mes§agp
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to them; if ıive know how to u§e this corrgctne§ - the option
of being with their homeland or agninst their hoıneıand;
they should make a choict, at this time of definitions, each
one should say whether the tribute should be rendered to ıhe
empire or to the homeland, and l'm speaking of the homeland
in the broadest sense. we shouldn't exclude anyone, we
should give that pos§ibility to each one and let each one take
a stand. And some wil|. We know that there are minority
sectoF that are the one§ most directly linked to imperialism,
the financial sectors of imperialism, we know they exist,
and they will be on the side of imperialism; but they will be
a minority, they stıould be a minority. And if a greater
number place themselves on the side of imperialism than
should be, then ı^Ğ start losing the battle. That can happen
if rıve are not comprehensive; it can happen if we are sectarian.

We also have a lot of experience in the battle against
sectarianism, the experience of our own Revolution. When
the Revolution triumphed, our Movement had the support
of the vast ma|ority of the people, it won that suppon with
the war, with the fact that it pointed out a path, that it saw
a revolutionary possibİlity. ln times when there was nothing
similar to the present Latin-American crisis, in times when
there seemed to be no solution to the existing oppression,
a srnall group of us staned preparing our§elves, organizing
our§e|ves to strugg|e, based on a set of principles and premises

ithat werE later proven by life and history. We even had to
m(»e 8way from some historic criteria,; for in§tance, that the

l revolution could only take place when there were great crises.' ours took place when there was no great crisİs, and it was
undertaken by a group of men who had to defeat a tyrannical
govemment, backed by a well€quipped army, and do it
without a single professional soldier, a single penny, or a
single rifle. lf some thought we were mad, l believe they
were right in thinkİng so; ob|ectively they were right, sub-
iectively they were not. Nevertheless, we began that struggle,
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rve wag8d it and rcİ€ §Jccessful. All of that gave us thealmost total ıJpport of tho people. l old;;;; 
";;.tion w8 lika üe bod of a sınall ,io, *tgr". aİİİ";;;;;,

of vicıory, an Amazon of people rushed in.
_. 

We never had hegemonistic endencies - and üeıe wereoİher §maller, less strong organizations. we 
""*, 

ora.r.o 
"'saying: 

. this is our victory. it ı. onıv orrclno;Ö;;,,
have a single bit of it,; on the contrary, we staned to call on
:l"T ,o ioin us. we çalLelljs!_ody on .o.oun-i*- i-'ioın
:ı. ,hou". who had been fighting *i,t ,, lİ J" h;r;;;r=buı on the stıJdens. organizatio-n which had;;;;';;';;"diffeıences with us. We alOn't call on ttıoş orga;;.;;,only, ııyg want you to knoıiy that ıııe calü ;;H;;;"
: "rİp| the Batista people; we offered ev"ry*",t" oXİİj.lity of joinlng the Revolution and ı,le diOn't a;;İ;"hlse ıuoıon ııır own o.ganization 

"niov.o. Td'*;;;.said that the Revolution t-ra T n"r*Jİlr;p#- ;l:J,
lhal o.Jı MoverıEnt included 90 ;.;; ;İ;';;;';;l don't exaggprae; but we oiani loot ;;;ff#İ?
şoo! tut waıe ioining us, but a principle; ;;;;;:üe pıincipla is unity. But if you aon,t apjrecı"teİrı;;;;
p|e of.unlty, you staft rgjecting people who *"n' İo-Ju.tİJİ.
İ::.e_; 

,f yo., w:nt.to bo ııeçmonlstic,|*;;; ;#;;;your own oçanization. So we were not analyzing tİie ;ua;tj:
P'İ :._l* { ü,." principle of unity, Or, i" qrrİir"İİ*'İ'lr".
::_T_ry. nT.9.ry-n,. well. let that e p"ront*.;İ;
us aıxl w€ would hıghly appreciElte it; the others z percenıand riü,e.wou|d also appreciate it highly- il;;;;;;#;:
zaıioııs. heıe. old politbal panies thİt at l".sG;;;ö;to 8ati§ta, and at a given moment we acc€pted them aselernenü against the dictatorlhlp, * s",r.;;rıİ";;;;;tunity; thoro w6re ı)me w;tı- lOO p"opl", ZdO p"op;;. 1'";;te|l you that the Revolution became so strong, that the otherpani6 had no more than 1OO oı. Zm p"öü İ;;İ;;them militantly.
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We embracod orreryono; tho6o that ııvgr€ exc|ud€d from

the Raıolution rvere so because they want8d to oxcludo

themsalves, oı bocauss thoy thought it couldn't suıvive, or
because thay thought ı/Yg were a|l rnad, or bocausg th€y

thought that the Ysnk€ğ would crudı u3 and that it was

only a nıtter of 15 days, and that üe economic blockade,

the gıgar quota. thg üıeaG, rrere going to put 8n snd to uı,

And we are here.
The principle of unity was always a fundarnental elemont

of our policy - antisectarianism, becauso wo h8d to fight
sectarianisms. ln the fi6t placa, our o{yn: thora wtıo were

iıithe mountains, guerrillas with a lot of prestiç, tended to

be §ectarian with r€şect to tho§e that wers in the plains,

because they ur€re doing other tasks, another type of struggla

which, by thg way, was not less dançrous; agginst tha

sectarıanism of our organization with respect to others,

other sectarian €ttitudos were generated afterward§; the

Popular Socialist Party itself, that is, the party of the commu-

nists, çnerated sorrıe sectarianism that, to tgll the truth, had

been Jeveloping before, it was not a sgctarian attitudg that

emerged then, but problems üat had already come up during

the underground §truggle.
What happened was tho followingı our orlpnization had

people who had been members for five years; the oldşt -
very few - six years. Actually, from the March 10 coup

d'etat to the victory of the Revolution, le§s than ssvgn yeanl

had ehpsed; there w8s a first little group or cgll of three or

four of'us who started the work, and others ioinad later, of
these, I think no mor€ than five or tgn had been memberı of

İl" Ü-"r"nt for more than six yea6 whan thg Ro,olution

triumphed. That is horü, we §ğrted or$nizing the]üov9ınlnt

JuİinÖ tn. yea6 of struggle; hJt, whon tho Ra,olution

triumİhed, tİr. r."t ,nalority of the people hıd b€on rrem,

ben İor two y68F, o.ıe y6ar, or ono monü - thıt ontlıo

sea of heteroçneous people |oined oır struggle,
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Thı Progrım o' tüoncodı wa, a Yery advenced and quite
İadicıl progİam but ü3rr sÇm€d to ba paop|e wfıo thorght
it rvc ıirııply rpthor lio in üiı oıınw, o|E moİüe pd;;;
üoy didn't tak ou, fint r.yoluüorı8ry prog.am se.iarslİ and
we wcrE rwo|utionıri€n educated wiü cleıı very clear ideas;
rY3 wE.ı Marx ist- Loninists sinca befoe uarcıı ıo. wtıenBatBta'ı cqıp d'.tat took place - l want you ,J l.r*,.
9"! |1* said it befoĞ, w€ we,e Marxist Leninistı before.(APPLAUSEI A.sociali§t program coıldn't have been putıorür yet, it would haııe been unrealistic. We advanj apıogram of political laberation and extensiııe social justice,
which i§ wh€t had to be put forth at that tirrE in .,d;;;rıılisüc. We to|d no |iet, no storis; lve thoitght ıhrr;;
what hıd ıo be dorıe in the entire initial sbge oitt.n*oi*
tio.ı-and we did it.

Wh€n üle progıam $arted to be implemented, the confiscıtim of the propenies of all embezzıers 
"nj th" h"rrh

ıİ|o§.laE§ ag€inst üıe trarrsnationels; wtıen ıııie implemented
lhe urban reform, when rrc implem€nted the agrarln retor-;and yarioııs intrests started to be affected; 

"h;" ;;;people discoıered that this was not going to be a govem;nt
of thc rich, but rather the govern]İıent of the peoi|e and thatıoI üe first tirne in the over four centuries of this country's
recogınized exi§tence üeİe emerged a government that
identified. ibelf with the people, tlıen tJ p";; ;-;;moİe militant togeüer wiü the government. 8ut some
secto.s th8t believed in oüer things, or thought they could
handle that government or that the yanıees ı,ıoulo tame usr8pidly, started to withdraw from the Revoıutıon. et üai
time, riı/€ had to organize our defense, tne aamlnistratİon'lİ
the StaE, daplornatic repre§entation and many "tİ;;;,§onıe sıite sansitirr€ and cıomplex. Our fighters ,ıo.e in t-hearmy. whe.o they should reınain, but İh"r" n"r" aoraactivitiss that roqJired politically proven personnel. Wl," l,"İa 25, a 3Oyear membership? The'Popular Soclallsİ Partv]
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our Movıınınt contrlbutıd mo.t of dı. lgön of thı stıtı.
ılıııoıt ıll thı lııdın of üı Army, üı. stlü s.oJrlw tnd
oıhıt bodlı, n Gontrıbut d moıt of ıhı cıdo; bııt. on
mıny occıioııı. wlıan w! ıııoöd rcımoıı for ıpıcJflc
functionı, in üo tiıııı of confudoıı. of vıt iırıgıriılin
campıignı, ryc would cıll oıı ı coııııunlıt, bcıJı tlry rvan
militıntı with ! mudr |ongır hiıtory ınd nn btİ, pEpırad
PolltıctııY. hıvlng bıın mımbın o' ür. Pırt, foı 20, 25 or
30 ycın. Thtt, whicıı rvİ aorract wtılü tıı a ııacaıity,
ıııo bfoueht ıbout ıctıİlan attlüJdaı on tlıa pırt of üa
Popılır Sociıllıt P.rty, wtıldı wı ılll ın ind.g.nd.nt pırty
brfo6 ıll ol uı jolıııd lnto ı ıiııelı oılnizıtlon.

w. rrlnt th?ot 9h ıll thoı ıxpıılıncı but *ı knıw how

to glt üİough üım; ınd wlıın thırı ıırı ıctıriın ıttitudoa
ııytoıg our nnkı, uı foııght üım; wtıon ötı rrırı ııctıriın
attitJdd ln tİı. nnkı of my of üı ıllhd orgınizıtloıı rvı
fqılht tham ıı rYıll, wlü corrlct İn üoü, ınd imm3diıt,ly
prafntld ü. ıcürlrn ıttitırd. of old ııımhn of the

communirt pırty fıom gpnaruting ıntı,communbt ıoctariani,m
or ınti-@mmuniıt antiİnont Thuı, in ıTıattrı .rl8tad to
üe ıtrugşle ıgıinıt hegemoniım, rgrin$ ıectariıni3m. ınd
in üı. intrıEig.nt dof3rr$ of the principle of unity, wl h8vg

long ııperiencı. l boliıııa üıat waı'ı dociıiw factoı ln our
ıııtfıing the point Yv! hıvı ıı*had now, in üO Ralolution
hıving ıhı ıtnngttr it hğ todıy. .nd ın hlvi,ıg b,on rb|o to

withĞnd ıll of th. lmp.İhlııt ıtückt ınd bo bıttır prıpııtd
thın 6r.r to ruıiİ ınY ıdvınturo thlt iı lttamptld lgEinıt uı,

Acürlly. if wı ın rbl. to plıy ı ıolı in ülı ıtrugplı
toçüor wittı tııı raıt of üo lrtin Am.racın peoplğ, it iı
bğrı r*ı hıvı ı flım n tlon, ı unitld pooph, ! tr,mrndou,
!tr9ngıü. ı opod oconomlc ınd ıociıl rituıtlon; thlt |r wtııt
ıllorn uı to 'ltk ı contrlbution in thiı ıtıugglı of the

fntmıl Lrtin Am.ricln countri8ı. Thiı iı not mcn chan6,
lt iı üc ,üUıt of ı ıtnEgy, s tıctic, a $t of principl$ thıt
rrı twı ıppıı.d conOlıEntly. And l beliıııı thst the r!,Ultı
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rve hıw. obtıined, tho ıdllavomonğ of th. Rovolution inevery_ fleld, harıe been due to our consiıtnt lrplerrİtıli*
91 1ll $oı principleı, includingtÜİÖT';;ffiİ;
|eadorship thaı we have alwayı ıppliea -. .ini İ;;;n;"ra,olutionary strugg|e, l b6!sn oıganizing. coİİ.İJ *hlnthe Rcvolution triumphed, rrt orgmizad ı leadanhip nuclıuı,mı<lo up of al| forc6 - *ııt ol .ollr"tir. 

--pi"siİiljİv.
wtıi.ch dooınl maan that .v.ry ono of uı ao"rn;t t lJr'İŞr,-ıibillth3 and üıt ıyory ono'of uı otİİ''İr* . lİ?İ'İt8clİon in wtrich trl make de
agllffit 

. 

tho ;ı1 ; *;i§;:il:; :}l"T'.:'lff ffi"j;
T?ı - l İy it honortly, ırinıt cıciquiım .- 

"s.i*;.İİ;l]l,ı*hl"h..1ııı b*n mça l,arı lnİnİJçİtÇ;İIto
cnoatı a ıolid ıwolutlon. bııd on parıcİplİ, ;;;'.truly ıwolutiİınrry .w.ırno§ ırnoış thı p""pla. a"-o".ouf ropl.'r unity iı not bold on *İ7;ı,ıdır,e'rİlnŞrİrtı
or gı E ııvile qılt of an individual. İTİ;;;;;arıd proround politlcel rwarlno§. Anb tıo .-la,l*, 

"t'*.lT.llit 'r.oq', with ttre p"opır;;-;;';';
scıourT§, 19 bt*d on principlas, on a loyı|ty pr""" İİ,
To,.. ü.,T 26 yan; they arc.bısad, ;İ;#;;;";oı_ üe_ fıct th.t the poopla hsve n.rr, *n mİa l" İİ!.(PRoLoNGED APPLAüsEi
__ ry.b ı st of principle!ı that haı ruled hııo.ııd ürtcın oıplıin tfu Jfüngü of the Rwolution;; İ;"";oı.or ıdvıfırig. and d*plto all üa slınlr. d; ,l.- 

$.P6 ry ln wtıich, oıroı tfiğ. Ze v"a", **"-Ür";d;;;t ı_ priıdpbı 
_ 
ıfu t rm.ıgod 

"nd- 
b;; "ıi#İ" alllŞ',İ

111__T__.f. ırvıt killing a pıjrcncı nırıı mlıtnıtİng'İpıııo_ıır. And how much slındır hı bıııı ,*;-Ü;tha.iovoluüonl Talk to any of the 10 ıni|llon .d;;;;country and you will bo ablı to ıe t"t ln *İ".,İ"J"İ"İ
Trarlntıos humın righü iı not ho|low rvorü ;;;;;;
th.. Constlfuüon, iı i3 the c!ıı3cior.r." otllİ Ş;İ;;and the conscioısness of a|l of tho;r'", ;Öİ.li;
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know wtıat should and what should not be done, who know
horv to respect their values. A prisoner has rrever been beaten
here, and nıany have b€en the slanders against our coııntry|
You can ask any one of the 10 million citizens of this nation

- ollr citizens would not allow that. lt is not that we act in a
given way simply out of respect toward the law, no. There
is an aıırıareness that does not allow robbery, deceit, crime,

abuse of auüority, nor does it tolerate them. so, the strength
of oı.ı r Revolution which seems to be a miracle, is not a

miracle; it's the result of a principled policy, folloııııed consis,

tently for the 2&and-a-half years of oıır Revolution.
l speak about all of this, and lwant to apologize, because

th€re are some related issues here and we must be careful when

referring to one aspect and not othe6. l believe it would be

truly dangerous for the enemy to ıaunch a campaign saying
that what we are doing with this struggle is p.omoting sub
version in Latin America, or fostering social revolutions in

Latin America. That is why \iıre must be very clear on this
and not allo^ı them to confuse the Latin-American p€ople§,

to confuse the parties or to confuse anybody İn Latin America.

That is not what we are promoting nor do rve believe we have

the right to do that.
That is why, in all the in@rvieıın, we have been careful

to refer to the issue of common actiorr§ around prob|ems

that affect us all and not propo6e intemal measures, because

internal measures are to b€ applied by each country itself,

this must be a sovereign decision of each people, oİ each

country. lf we now start to get involved in what should be

done tİıere, if someüing should be nationalized or not, we

r,rculd, to a certain extent, be interfering in matters that are

typica|ly the internal affairs of the nations. And l believe

that there is something we should respect a |ot: the principle
of national sorereignty. The one who does not respect the

countrie§' sovereignty and the one who very day wants to
get into the very homes of wery citizen in this hemisphere,

is imperialism, imperialism! (APPLAUSE)
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on the contrary, it is appropritte for u§ to rolİ üe
principla_ of sovereignty, which dcs not contradict tho
struggl€ for economic integration. Political inEgrrtİon is not
the issue, since that will be a mor€ di§t8nt goal, a futuİe
aspiration; but l do believe that the time has come foİ us to
stan speaking of economic integration, r6pactin9 the §over.
eignty of each country.

.That i§ why l, in analyzing this issue, have always tİied toavoid, by all rneans, aıen making suggestions or*nrtrtorİO
be done within a country; that is thİ t.rl. oİtt" p".plİ?
the respective countries. it is not our duty to say, advise or
suggEst from outside the measunes that should ua tatrn ıneach. We promote the principle of unity inside. uniw 

"rt 
ıo".

common action, all thesa things, but we try not t" air"r*
these problems.

You asked me a qu6tion; |'ve had to give you some
ansr^Jers. ll üis were an academic meeting, l could soeak
more at leng,th of al| this, of wİıat I think; but nor, ı ueİ.r"
it wouldn't even be useful for me to say what l think, Besides,it is unnecessary, l believe the way r^re all think is,,ü,ell.İ;;;:
thoş of us who are socialis§, re!r'olutionaries, who have
aboolute faİth in our system, Because our faith in soclaıısm
has not weakened with time, it has be€n ,t angtt"n.J,
because life has taught us how much can be done and thaİ
much more can be done than any of us even oreamea or
doing when we started the Revolution. As l hrve tola vou on
§ome occasions, in our ca§e, the oxperience, facts and realities
have.actually gone beyond our dreams. W".." no,.nv l.İnJof disillusioned revolutionaries, nor revo|utionaries that
move backwards; l believe we are much more rarolutionary
than when we started and that ıııe are, in tne year lS8S,
much more rwolutionary, and ideologically and po|iticalİy
s.t]!neeı 

.ttıa1 
w.e were in the year 1959. We have not gone

backward a singIe step, not even a §ingle minute. (APPLAÜsE}
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Ademıc disaıısiorıs cen teke place on all these issııeı,

but üb b no üart for ıcıdemic discııssions, r"ally, üıat's
ıııy opinion; l beli*e we ar? iı oıv6d in a g,rat strugole and

üat w€ mrJt E wisa wiüı 
'gtpect 

o hoı to approach and

danlop ıİıat stnıggle.
we have ıalked heıe ahjt national liberatiorı, un have

talked ebout cancellirE that debt, the smıggle for the Neıııı

lntBmational Economic Order, the stnıggle for integration,

and ı boliare that. unquestionably, the bo§t §tandard-b€arers

of tho:e banrrers are the workers. lf economic integraıion

ever tak6 place in this hemisphere, it will be because the

workers take Üose banners in their hands. The strongest

hands to raise those banners arc the hands of the workers,

aıen though they may not have the po\ı\,er novr" because the

ıeality is that ttıe workers do not have the government of

Lrtln Ameıica and thı Caribbtan in their hands; these are

the realities and we must start from realitie§.

l don't say: ybu have to win oıer the goııemment fiat,
no. l üink you can't wait for rwolutions to waç these

battles. lf we thought the revolution sİıould come first and

said so, too, and we believed it - l really don't believe it,

because üat wouldn't be realistic given cıJr,€nt conditions -
then uıe might be pushing back the revolution, lt's hard to

talk about social revolutions when we don't even have

independence yet.
And wtıat happens? CuM, ttrc tiny country, the country

sır€tched into the sh8pe of a cİocodile, rnake§ its Reırolution,

and üen the shark cornes, the fierce tiger, the elephant that
wEnG to squash it, and Cuba is left all alone here as rıı,e were

left, actııally, from the point of viar of the solidarity of the

litin-American goremmenıs - not the peoples, workec
wtıo died, stırdenG who died in demonstrations and struggle

for solidarity with Cuba, the people's Cuba, were spoken of

here wifü good reason and with iustice; but we found our-

selves alone here. No go/emment supported us and all of
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them broke off relations, except Mexico. And whaı has this
mgant? How much effort to do what our p€op|e have done?
A heroic deed, l say: not or.ır deed, a heroic deed of our
people, who kept the banner of the Revolution on high,
resi§ted with üear strength, kept it, are keeping it and will
keep it. (APPLAUSE)

But they rrüade us pay üe price that came from indg
pendence: they took away our sugar quota, thgy took away
our markets, they took everything from us, they prevented
even a single United states part from being brouüt to cuba,
for machinery thaı was almo§t al| from the United Stateı
When it comes to b|ockades, we'ı€ exp€rB; and !ve'r€ exp€rt§
on antiblockade ıneasures, because the workers \irĞre able
to keep the machines running, the sugar mills, the factories,
transportation, without a single pan from Üe united states;
the workers, with a little laüe, with a piece of metal, made
this or that part, and this country ııvas kept going We our-
selves don't eııen know yet how this country !rc kept
goingl But we won't froget tho6e days when un had nothing
no parB, nothing

of course, vY€ and o|Ja an@rn8tionalist şirit - not only
as a matEr of corıscience. but with regard to orlr po6sibilities
of coming out ahesd as woll - were grcatly influenced by
the rclidarity we received from the socialist countıieı, for
which ıııe rıĞıE, aı€ and always will be grateful. (APPLAUSE)

They haııe criticized us so much, as l've §aid to som€ r

iournalists rYho say rre depend on the Soviet Union and the
sociali§t countries.. . l say: Listen, what luck rre had in
ıhose dramatic cirğlmstances to have had someone to dep€nd
on (LAUGHTERI. to have h8d, at le6t. a rnaıket for our
sugEr, oal, rnedicine for our people, food for our p€ople, that
we couldn't get anywh€İe el§e. what luckt we've said to
thĞm. Bocause they haııe nothing else to say. They don.t
talk about the criminal yankee blockade, üe atacks; üey
will be for€ıref unable to apprecia@ üe degree of dlgnity
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8nd ind€pgndenca of thb counıry, they will n€ver und€rstand
iç becauıo a cülntry i! indap€nd€nt wh€n it is able to defend
itse|f and r$p€ct i§olf. That's the baıis of indepındence;
they'll net/gr understand it. (APPLAUSE}

l said yesterday to a group of delegate comrades during
a break that we are the most independent country in the
world, there is no other like u3, because we arE the @untry
that depenĞ least on yankee imperialism, th€ country that
depends least on the United states. Everyone has sorııe
market there, they fuy something; we can't sell anything
there, not a gram of sugar. and we can't buy anen medicine
in that country, not aren an a§pirin can we h.ıy in the United
states. And v\Ğ say: thank you! How you've taught us!
We thank you so much for how independent rre are today!
(APPLAUsE)

we wanted to be independent, bUı we never imagined
how independent \ire vvere going to be: they made us be so
to a very high degre€, and we've discovered that real inde
pendence rnean§ not depending in the le6t on that pov\rerful

country, powerfu l and abusive country, powerful and
exploiting country, powerfu l and aggressive country.

And l say that the workers are the most trustworthy
and staunch standard-bearers of these threo banners, and they
are the ones who will be able to carry them e\ren further
ahead. This desn't möan they should try to carry them
alone, nor ignore the realities. l simply say they should be
staunch and intr8nsigent standard-boarğE of theso banners
and that they shou|d 8ll look to bo unitad in thi3 struggl€,
8nd thst 8v6tYone should suppon tham; or, in that happv
phrase guotad here, taken from tho book of tho Mayaı by
tho Guat malan comrad€ who ıpoka ıo brilliently yertgrday:
"Let 8ll ris€ up, let all be called, let thar8 be not one, not two
among us who remain behind." ln other word§, wa must not
exp€l anyone from the ranks ol this strugglo, because v\ıe

need the Very last atom of e
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CHAIRMAN: Cornıade Mario Villegns of Venezuela.

MAR|O V|LLEGAS (CUT, Venezuela): l woı.ıld like
to a3k corrlırrdlnE Fidel Castro the following: l have seen
and follorred very clocely the opinaons yoıJ have ueen forrnu-
lating oür€, th€ last f6w monthr with regEfd ıo the prob|em
of the foıaign debt and haıe baon panicü|arly int"İ*tut-İn
how yoı hn/o poınt8d out ths benefia of the economac
trado üıat cuba maintıins with the socialisı countries,
eşocial|y t ıo soviot Union, and the benefitı of th. condition§
under wtıidı üe socialist Republic of Cuba hş obtainod
financing in üıe European rociali§t camp.

concr.toly. l would like to ask if, in yuır opinion, it
is pciblo to ııaığfer ıome of these bmıficÜl .*OUo* toıhe [ıün-Aırıericrn countriB, through tİı oİteblishm.nt
of gıp kind of finıncing mechanism from the socialisİ
camp o, the socialist countİi€s to the LatİnAıııerican nations
and, in çııral, what role would the natiorE of the socialist
camp play in thiı battlg of ıhe Laün-Aİııeric.n countries
ıgıın§t tıe for!ıgn d.bt and foı theiı naİional libaotion?

F|OEL CASTRO RUZ: Well, some @mrad6 hera ı,v€re

!*!ru ,r* thiı moming for ideas on tho N€uv Econornic
order. and l triod to explain to th6m that te Ne|w oraei
aı ı ıt of dernands of the Third world count7ie6, ana tnat
the docİıntion in üo united Nations and ıhe adoption
of e program of actim to sJtablish a New order is ba;d o;
goneral ideas which aro important and must continue to be
devoloped; among them ir th8 qu6tion of unequal trade,
prot8ctıoni3İn and dumping, problems üat affu us gr.atly.
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Or,ıe representative here - l don't knotı, if he was from
Guyana or another caribb€8n country, ha şoka English,
l remember it well - mentioned some figures that l referred
to in the Nofl-Aligned Conference in New Delhi on what this
phenomgnon of unequal exchanç was and what it mesnt;
in order for üe popıılation to undeGt8nd it vııe havs to giw
simple examples.

H9 mentioned tha comparilon beıw€€n sugar and some
import producü; there 8rc two or three examples here that
l think ara vary clear. For example, coffee - an imponant
product of a laçe number of btin-American, central
American, South American countries: colombia, Brazil and
others - thero one can see hoiv in 1960 a ton of coffe€ could
buy 37.3 tons of fenilizgr, an important product for agricul-
tura; in 198il, howwer - and the §ituation was not as seriou§
as in 1985 - (thls iı in 1982, because l already presenıed
tharg figurc in 1983}, it could buy only 15.8 tons, that is,

le§ than half, with üe same 8mount of coffee as in 1960.
Thgre was another product of many Third World countries:

luts; hs m8ntloned thi! example al3o, l want to reiteİatg it
ln t959, six ton3 of jute could buy a seven- to oigftt-ton
truct, a medium-ı,\Ğight truck - §ix tons of iutel At thg end
of 1982, it took 26 tons of iute to buy tho same truck.

Another example he cited, l believe he cited it and which
l think is very descriptive - we've already talked about it, is
fenilizer, a very important import for many Third World
countries; we could talk about a truck, a tractor, an industrial
machir,ıe, lots of things, it's the same. Let's look at a com-
ponent of some mgdica| equipment we have to import. ln
1959, one ton of copper wire could buy 39 X-ray tubes; at
the ond of 1982, the same amount of copper could buy only
three X-ray tJbes. You can make the same comparison
with dental eguipment, operating room equipment, any
medical equipment, anything that they produce and export
to us, because, unfortunately, we don't produce them,
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because uıe havgn't daıeloped sufficiently - nor do üey
want us to develop and be able to produce tham. And
wtıen they transfer tachnology it is simply becausa of the
transnationals' interest in making money, thsre is no ıntgrost
in anything else. Maybe vıc neod to mako medicalequipmont,
and they have us making 8utomobile§ and thay mortgEge
ui with the_ neod for tires, spare parts, gosoline, to plant İİe-. as on6 of the delegEt6 said here -- to feed the caş while
the childrğn are dying of hunçr; because industry in their
country, orgsnizgd and develop€d by the transnationals, isbaşd on 8utomobil6 production. Thoy diston the counrİes'
daıe|opment - we probably needed to proauce ottıer, İoıe
immediate, morr urgent thing§ fi6t, llte meaical equlpmeİt.
But no, üey decided what kind of devolopment wg wouldhrve. unequsl trade and this type of phgnomanon .r"
on the rise.

l'll give you anothor oxamplo with regard to sugar.ln 1960, ur€ had to use 2OO tons of sugıar İo Urv 
" 

]'a-d
horseporınr bulldozer; now, to buy üis ;İn. briı'do;* ;
j..p.n, ,9 have to export 1,300 tons of sugar. İ;-;;;
that the Japanase produce üeir bulldozer it an wer-higherprice. Th6y produco ıt with good saıaries, protiJ toi"tie
companies, publici§, arerythlng, and üey'buy six times
more sugar with üe saçne buİldozer. We can produce six
tim9§ q9rg sugar and buy the s8rİl€ thinş as before with one-sixth.. This is unequal exchanç, this eİchanç b";;" r;;materials, basic agrio.ıltural producB and 

-other 
p.oauİİ

they can't produce - because when they can pr.ar"" İn..
there, they ruin us, they subgidize it and İhey ruin us.

unfortunaEly, and because of Napoleon's ambitions -or no, Napoleon's wan against the English and the blockadeof France, of. Napoleonic Europe - they developed beet
sugar. So they produce beet sugar over there in Europe andthe United States, they subsidize it and they ,ri; ;;; lil;
when they invent 8 synthetic product: ,yntt 

"ti. 
.'UO"İ.
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The only thing they h8von't made synthetic is gnım ııd
when theY do, they'll liquidstE the chewing gıım market
Synüetic fibeıs, all kinds of synthetic products. Vanilla i.
synthetic. I used to like the flaror vanilla, l didn't know
it was 6 §ynüıetıc product, üat whet l wıs eting was a

chemical product. And all these thing, are the ıame. With
all these mealuı6, they are destroying u3, they 6ı€ ruiniİıg

us, they are annihilating us, they are on§laving us more and

ınoıe.
l think that in each country un h8ve to |ook for all these

concrele examples of hoü, much import§ cost before and how
mudl they co§t norn. sometimes there is a moın€ntary
increaıe in the prices of sonıe of our producıı, but they go

back dowrı, and the historic8l tendency is as uıe have explained.

This is unequal tr8de. one of the thing§ talked ıbout is the

strı.ıggle again§t unequal trade, against üe proĞctionism and

dumping that src killing us.
The Colombian spoke of his country's clal mines. lt is

said that tüe Gorcmment and an enterprise together ar€

inve§ting $t.5 billion. Their main market wa§ the United
staEs' eighty-odd thermoelectric poırtr plants, for which
it was mor€ advantageous to buy coal in Colombia than

there in the united statĞs. Then the protgctionist ideas camB

up and they are proposing, sinca the price of coal dropped to
$39, a $12 ta( on colombian coa| so thrt thGo aighty-odd

thermo€logtric porır,er plants that ur€re going to buy that
coal buy it in $e united states. They makg a plan to dArelop
a product for a supposed market, invest moĞ than S1 billion,
and then from one day to the next thsy haı/e no market

Theee are abusive, selfish, horrible meısurcs being applied
aosinst our @untries, again§t our @untrıes' daıelopment.
Thus, what rye are saying is that they shall not do this; what
is said in the Chaner of Rioht§ snd Dutie§ of stet8s, what i!
stsısd in the proposıls for the Naw Economic Order, iı that
they cannot do this.
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. .Now they are ruining the Arggntina3, th3y crn't 3.1l
thoir_moat; nor cın üe Uruguayını, nor the Brazilieni, noİ
thg costa Ricans, noı the co|ombians lell an importrnt
expon product, because Europe has 600,000 torıs oİ f.ozen
meat §tored ew8y, lt ıubeidizes it, paying $2,500 for it,
exports it at $80o and thus lowen the price of meat on theworld market to $1,200. That's what some Third World
Countries live on. lt's an important economic item for many
countries. They are lefı with no,ııaıkets, and in the markets
that aİe left, they have to sel| theİr meat at yery l; ;rdThey apply thesa mgEsures mercilessly 

-agninsİ 
our

cou.ntries, this dumping of subşidized products. They Oo itwith sugar, they do it with wheat - ıhey subidize the*produc8 in the United state§; they do it with textiles, th'do it with everyhing, even meat They don't ao lt *iİİ
those product they can't produce there: tne conJitioİs
don't allow for it - until they produc€ ttıem syntneticaıy.
And when they're not doing this, they'ıe Oolnq ;;;;İ;
else, as the Bolivians rınll know. Every time tİ"v t*İ rİİJ
lowering the price of tin, they üke out the Uniied sEte§
reserve and start to sell iu if they want to lourer the price
of silver, they take out üe re§erve and start to sel| it; İf
they want to lower the prica of copper, they lower it, not
o1lv because theJ produce optic fiber that replaccs copper
wire in communications, but also becsusa tt 

"y' 
tat. orİİt e

reserve they have. When they decide they have a lot, they
sell it end_ depres§ !!9f!ices. Later thgl!uL!j!.]!!e!€p|§;dpricol. And they do this wlth all products, they do thiswith aluminum, they do it with aııerythin j. İn*" .İ
u nbearıble, abuılve, intoloıabla maaıuıeı.
. Ons of the d€mands we're making iı for an 6nd to such
brazen abusas. All tho Thiıd World-countries ;;İ;;;
and achiave..aven while this hateful rystem of .İploit İloİ
ex ists - if we uni@, if we use our slnength, then we can
put some limit on these m€thods, as trade union workers do
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when they are tired, when they can't bear practices that arc

too abusive, when they want an. improvement; and that is

what we are doing. l would say these are the Third world's
union demands: don't do $e§e hateful thing§, gentlemen,

because you are wasting our countries away and we are not
ready to go on tolerating it. lf, in addition to all this, they
lend us cheap money, at agreed-upon interesB, and then

make us pay expensive money with sky-high inlerests; if,

in addition, they rnake us mortgage Latin America for
$360 billion, and want us to pay them $466 billion in 10
yea6, just in interest and services, how can we pay them?

what are rJve going to pay them with if they establish, for
example, protectionist measures of all kinds against MĞxıco,

against Mexican textiles and produce, agEinst footrcar?
Tariff and non-tariff protectionist measures: we c8n't sell

even what we produce at the6e miserable prices, and when

we can't even sell it, they want us to pay them the§e colos§al

prices. lsn't this crazy? Aren't those who think it's possib|e

to pay it just as crazy as those who think it's possible to
collect it? So, we are not basing anything on fantasies; we

are talking about reality.
These thinqs, comrades - in spite of the fact that l had

promised not to extend my remarks too much - all these

demands constifute whai has come to be called the N6ı,\ı

lnternational Economic order, and its prİnciples must

continue to be defined and dweloped.
l stat€d at midday today that one of the ideas has to be

solidarity, because there are countries that have be€n so

exploited, that are so backward and so poor, that not even

with the New order, not even the cancellation of the debt,

would solve theif problems. There are some that owe $150
or $2O0 million. There are some so poor they didn't even

get loans. Many countries of Africa didn't get loans. There

are dozens of countries that can't da,elop without the

impIementation of the principle of international solidarity,

I

44

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



That is what t\Ğ raase as one of dıe principl* of the N€,rv
order: the duty to aid the poorest, most backuard countri6.
The du§ of all to rrıake a real contribution, but abo/e all,
the countries that tıave the most resource§. the countrios that
exploit poorer ones, those responsible for underdevelopment,
those responsible for colonialism and neocolonialism. This
is a moral ob|igation they have and we have to dernand ıt of
them. others of us can help. l think the socialist counüies
can help and should help oot of §o|idarity. And l think üe
old colonial polrrers that rrere financed by our sivı,eat and ouı
blood, ouı gold, our silver, by the live§ of tens of millions
of slaves, or lndians and mestizG who diad in the minos and
on the plantations, have the moral duty to contribu@ to
tho development of üe Third World countİies.

This is one of üe pıinciples r^re have to d€{€ırd 6 an
elementary principle of the Naı lntemational Economic
Order.

With regard to cuba 8nd its trade with the socialıst
countries, what w€ haıre attained with the socialist countrıes
is truly ü€ ıılely Order. Eveything rre aro raising tre have
attained, so this horrifying thing of a constant trade dotaİio
ration doesrı't occur; rather. there is a fair price, gıfficiont
for our country to bo able to daıelop and not livg on
starvatioo wagos in sugaı, coffoe. jute, copper. aı Üa§a
products. And if the produca they eİpon to us incrra§8
in price, then our producB' prices increase as rıoll, theİ€ is
an established index. That which en@rc goos up, and Üat
which is exported goes up. That situation of needing ıl{)
tons to buy something 8nd late. needing 20O n6rer oocıt6
lt never haPp€ns,; and the buying poıııer of our produğt ı3
maintained through the agreements ıırr€'Vo made.

crodia aİe longterm, intefo§ts a.a low and dabE ı]r
automatically rescheduled ıo 10 yea6. 15 yearı 20 yeırs
without inter6t. Thuı we can say: gentlem€n, .naY theao
principle§ that apply to Cuba's relations wiü ü6 countrig3
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o' ü. Ebıiıt oommunıty ıpply around üı. woİld ınd to ılı
üa ln&iılallıad oounüi... Wh.t ry! wınt iı to univofııliz.
r*lİ wı hıvı obııinıd. Fortır,ı.Qly moı of oıır trıdı iı
wiö üaa oount b. t5 pırcıııt wiü thı oıheıı Thıy ruin
ıta, ü3ı! ln ü.t 

'5 
porcayıt lı urhor. thry ruin uı. wiıan thsy

pıy for oııı ıreı. at Üııı cıııı. and that', if vıı have a
ınarİ.t arıd if wı cın ı.ll ıt, bacılıİ ür yenki3 go chaing
ıfür qır ınıdııııdiıı ıll ıroıınd üe wortd wiü all kinö
of nürrü aırd prt§ıırli rgılııı ür hryııı to koep ur from
b.ıııe ıbl. to ııl.

of coıııı, thıy cın do üıb when it'ı ofts oogntry, Thrt's
wiıy l ıy üııt ıiı d.y üeı/ hıi to blockade 20, or the entiıc
Third wortd, tİıy ıı blockıding ö.ffiahr.ı. Tho United
Staüı ırrd tiıç induiriıliıod cıpitıllst world can't ıfford
to uockada tlrcınılvç, elp.cıılly İf thore is unitY of ıction
in th. Third wof|d; th.y cın't live wittıout our raw materials,
qr. prodtJcts, ıİıey can't. They would alrc be the most
İİıEİıd people on carü: they'Ye gotten used to aating
ch.p dı@lst, drinking cheap coffo, oııorythiıB ciıeığ and
ıbun1Lrç ıııd ılling eı/€rything thıy producı ıt higlı€ı and
hiÖ.f pıica. They can iıaw ı diffırıııt Jtındııd of liviış,
dafftr.nt ı.lıri€ı, lv.rythlng. But sr, whıt do wg haıe?
Thı pıople don't avan hıvı ı ıoof oreı üoir hoadı, thoy'rı
bırrfoot wlth no Oducıtion, no ıltinİnont. no ıociılıeaırity.
nothlngı wa ıır ılı116 ınd rvı ırı woıı off than ıhvog.
slıvıı rvııe tıkan cııt of; thı owııon woırlgd lbout ü6m
dylııe. 8ut wtıo worıb ıbout ı rcrkıı dyİııg in Lıün
Anıılcı, wltlı mon thın 1ü) mllllon unomployıd ınd
uııOıınployıd? Who woııhı ıbout ı p.ırnt dylng ln
lıtln ıdmcrlcı? Thry would .vği b. h.ppy loı him to dlı
bıcıııı thıy try to k.aP hln frcııı bılng bom. Thıy try
to k .p hım lıom bılng boİn| whıt do thry c.ı! lf İı dlıı
lf thc Unltıd süüı ıprüü t!ır. of mllllorıı ol dollın ıvıry
yır to ıprt d ıt rlllı.tlon ln thı Thlrd World.

Thcı ııı ıomı figurıı l ıııd rcını dıyı ıgo ln ı cıblo
fıom 8nıll. ıoıır ııııarch doııı by tho Uniwnidıd Campilla,
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in Sao Paulo that has figures l'd like to have confirmed.
lt says that in l0 yean, th€_ feftility o! Brazil.s fema|e
population has dropped 26 percent, that is, fertility as;
whole, d6pite population growth; but among women 15ı14
years of aç, sterilization reacİıed 38 pqrcent. And I would
like, and l ask, please, the comrades present from Sao Paulo,
to investi(pte these figures, and send me a telegram and say,
"it's true." because l almost don't want to belİeve it. Th'
also explain that more than half of these sterilizations tooİ
placı after 1980. and that from ı978 to 1984, the United
states has supplied $2o million for these sterilization programs
in Brazil.

can they rea|ly care whether the peasants, the worke6,
the chlldren survive or not? They don't even want them to
tıe bom. They are frightened, şince they see the political
implications and the explotive poEntİal of the whole
que§tİqı, so they do not want more children to be bom.
How can they ca.e at all wheüer those that have already
been born die of starvation, end die in such huge numbers
as the Peruvaan ropresentative quoted herE today: he r€ported
üat infant mortali§.stınds at t2O per l(xD born alive.
The figure h€ quoted was 12 percenı, which equals 12O
children per 10ü}. And infant mortalıty increases instead
of d€cre6in9; for some time it was decreasing, but norv it is
increasing. lf ono refers to the stati9ti6 of the Pan-American
Health Orgınization ona finds §orne very "official'' figurcs
for prwious yoars.

So l asked mysalf: A blockade? They can blockade
and harass a country |ike Cub8. But once üey hEd to hara§s
20 or morg coııntries th6y would gp mad, üey uould end ._,
up biting thoir own tails like mad dogc, (APPLAUSE) because
thoy clnnot blockad€ 20 countrigs, 50 countries, 1oo courü
tries; to block8d6 eıron oııg has proven a terrible headache.
They hıvo 6pont 26 yeerc İn that inglorious t6k. what for?
Ah, üoy want9d to prove that the Rarolution was bgd,
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becau3o tho contry did not advanc.. So, every once in a
while l ask them some qu6tions: come on, compare us with
some of the mod€ls that you have left here and there] Thefe
is no poesible comparison. l am sorry to e§tabli§h compar.
isons between ourse|ves and the re§t of the countrie§ in Latin
Amarica 8nd the Ceribbean; it pains me when l see the rates
of infant morte|ity, of illiteracy, of teachers per students, of
physicians peİ inhabitant§, of unemploymenı, of prostiıution,
when l see the beggars, the gambling, the drugs, everything.
And when l ask them, especially rcme of them: tell me if
you know the csse of even one official here who has become
rich, rcmeone who hes become a millionaire with money
stol8n from üe people. l a§k them: ls there any similar
sifuation to be found in the rest of Latin Amerıca? And
wiü 10 que§tions, with lass than 10 questions, with five,
they becoma completely unnarved, because İt so happens -
a3 l hava told thom msny times - that instgad of having
ideaı thay havo beliefı; thgy b€lı6va something and they
immediately 8s§um8 it is tru6. so lt6ll them: you have
beliofs, you do not have ideas; furthermore, you believe
that all truths are self-ovident, bcause the Declaration of
lndependenca of th€ unitod st8tı§ statad onc€ that theİe
wsro some salf-eııident truths, which, by th6 way you nover
complied with. They believe th8t things th6y make up,
thlngs that cross their minds, are self-aıident truth3. And l

can a${tre you that with only a handfu| of questions they
become completely unnerved, l tell you, they lack the
ideological consistency to argue with a rarolutionary who
starB from a principled position and has been consistent
with thoge principles.

Thus, we insi3t, üre demand - whichever expresion you
prefer - that the rost of the countries be given this same
tİ8atınent we have talked about with regaİd to this New order
that w€ have obtained from the communitY of developed
şociaıiıt countri6. wg would have di3tributod our wo8lth
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better and our society would have been better in any case,
but withoul thrt New order. wİth the social chançs alone,
we would not have been able to do wh8t we have dorıe.
There are sorrıe people who say that they do not want to
§hare poverty, to portion out poverty; just some months ago,l heard an outstanding w6tern politician say so, And otier
famous bourgeois politicians, when they speak about soclalism,
say: we do not want to share poverty. Of course, they are
ab,solutely right, in their countries poverty is not shared
by all but suffered by a subttantia| majority oİ the populatıon,
and the rest, the supeİprivileg€d minority nave everyttıinj,
they do not share in the poı/erty. And l say that it is muc;
m_ore just to share the poverty than to throw the full weight
of pover§ on the immense majority of the population İoİ
lle__belefi! of a minority thaı has too much oİ everything.(APPLAUsE)

. But, in fact, social change does not solve the problem; 
,

development is a|so needed.
Why are we able to enjoy our preent levels of social

development?. There are 256,000 teachers and professors in
our cluntry, and lnstead of unemployed teachers we h8ve a
reserve of 10,000 teachers. What do we do then? We give
jobs to those 10,0(X) teachers and rırıe send othen to stı.İdy,
and pay lhem their full salary. And in the frtu.e *e *i'lİ
have a reserve of ı0,000 or 50,000 teache6, so that we will
be able to give all teachers and professors one year off anery
seven yeaB to sfudy, while earning their full salary. We have
already graduated the first group of teachers with a Bachelor's
degree in Primary Education - 27CfJ -- and we are moving
with tremendous impetus in this direction. We already havJa medical school in wery province and each year 55OO
young people are selected according to their school averages
and their vocation to enter those shools.

_ We have already graduated 2436 doctors this year.
From l988 onwards we will be graduating 300O every year;
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from 1991 onwards, 3500. We wi|l graduate more doctors
every year than those left here by imperialism! - ıiııe had
60(Xl and 3000 were taken away. But novv we tell them:
here is our answer, we will graduate 50,0(X) doctors in the
next 15 years; by the year 2OO we will have 65,000 doctors,
of which 10,0oo -- that'§ our estimate -. will be cooperating
with Third World countrles. (APPLAUSE)

ln addition to the day-care center§ and the school §ystem,
ıııe have hundreĞ of facilİties for chi|dren: Pioneer palaces,
vacation resorts, pioneer scout camps; every child in the
country is splendidly taken care of, not one child lacks
schooling, not one dıild goes barefoot, not one child is
abandoned, not one child has no food, not one child lacks
medical care; no family |acks ecqnomic İesourc6; there is a
great spirit of solidarity. But this is not done with goodwill
alone; development is needed, resou rces are needed.

lf we had to subject ourselves to today's world market
conditions - that famous market imposed by imperialism -
l can assure you that the seven-and-a-half million tons of
sugar that we export would not pay loı 25 percent of the
oil we use -- 1 1 million tons. we use almost as much oil
as that produced by Ecuador, because ı,rn do not have big
rivers here, or hydraulic energy, or coal mines or big hydro
carbon deposits being exploited, What wou|d our §ituation
be? We would still be here - maybe withouı there lights,
maybe in a park; maybe we would be using candles to light
our meeting - but we would not have been ab|e to achieve
our present social progress.

lt would be presumptuous and vain of the Cuban revolu-
tionaries to say: we have achieved all this because we are
excel|ent revolutionaries, or because we are excellent
managers; we have achieved this because we made the Revo
lution. we are not excellent managers and we do not boast of
being exccllent revolutionaries, but we do our best and vrç
have created the conditions needed to make available the
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resourc63 r6quired for füs oconomic and ıocisl dwelopment
that üre ar6 carrying out in our country.

But of course, what can the futu.a of tho Dominic8n
Republic and many other ktin-Americ8n countrıes be
with those prices? And l mentiorıed seııenand+half million
tons of sugar for expon, if theİe rv€re a market for that sugar.

We have our markets and cert in conditions guaranteed.
Why can't all the Third world countries, by fighting together,
impo§e that New Economic Order? There is somethİng we
surely can impose; the cancel|ation of this debt. And l repeat,
cancellation. This afternoon I was thinking about the problems
that we have with this word, cancellation, and l got the dic-
tionary. l wanted to knovüı the meaning of the word ''to
cancel"; because l remember l used it for the first time in
1979 at the United Nations, after the 6th Non-Aligned
Summit Conference, and it is only now that l understanJ the
confusion that ensued. To tell you the truth, the dictionary
is to blame for that (LAUGHTE R}, because it gives the fo|lo;-
ing definition; To cancel: to annul a document -- that is
precisely what we want to do with all these documents having
to do with the debt; to ıiquidate, to settle a debt -. that i;
what none of us wants to do; to annula commitment - that
we do want, to annul that commitment to which we are not
bound. That has been explained. Then l looked it up in a
dictionary of synonyms to find a word that would solve this
terminology problem and this is what l found: To cancel:
synonyms: to liquidate - it depends on the sense we ascribe
the word; to fulfill - this we do not want; to derogate - this
w€ do want; to annul - thi§ t/tĞ do want; to abolish .- this
we do w6nt; to wipe off - w9 cortainly do w8nttodowithout
the tean the debt is causing; to file - this we do wanu to
erase from ong's memory - ygs, V6ry much so: We want to
erase it from our memories. (PROLONGED APPLAUSE)

This means that we have a lot of synonyms, some of them
are good; but l prefer to use ''abolish,'' because it reminds
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me of slavery and of the abolition of slavery, which wa done
historically; and what w8s done. with slavery must be done
with the debt: since it enslaves us, we must abolish it. To
erase from one's ınemory is an excellent synonym for what
we want to say; to file is also excellent. Thus. you can choose
the ones you |ike most; and if you like none of them, there
is another very clear and undeİ§tandablğ expres§ion: not to

, pay. That is what ıiııe want (APPLAUSE)
Comrade from Venezue|a, l want ıo üank you, because

you provided me with the opportunity to explain some of the
issues related to the New Order - | know some people have

been discusing the§e questions - to explain the kind of re-

lationship that we,have with the §ocialist countr|es, and how
the ideal §ituation would be a çneralization of these rç
ıations; tft8t is what r,ıĞ should fight for and impo§e. Because
l believe that if we gEt together and use our strength in the
intemational organizations it is not only th€ cancellation of
the debt that we can achieve. We should not forget that we

are the oıerwhelm'ing rnajority at the United Nations, we
should not forgEt that; u/e should not forget that dozens and
dozens of @untries attained their formal independence and
that all we have to do is dare to vote. we can even alter the
U.N. rules themselve§ if we apply the full strength of all the
countries that share this demand.

We are the orıerwhelming. nuiority in all the international
organizations: in UNCTAD, in the economic onference§,
everywhere. And l warn you that there is great so|idarity
among the rest of the Third world countries, there usually is.

and they usuatly dare to pose question§ that Latin Americans,
as a rule, do not dare to pose, because \rve Latins have been

inculcated with more habits of sııbmission üan the Africans;
I have seen them deliver şeeches at the United Nations that
the Latin-American r€presenbtive§ do not usually deliver.

Thus, l honestly believe that we have the force of impa
sition; the trade unioırs are le§s strong than nĞ are, and when
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they ioin forces üey obtain their demands, üey achİeve their
goals. And l believe that by ioining forces the Third World
can a|so reach ib goals. l always speak of the Third world,
because Latin America has to bring tog€ther the.ioint strength
of the Third world coJntries. Latan America can and should
|ead this struggle; in fact, it is the only ıegion that can lead
iu it enjoys much better conditions than Africa, better con-
ditions than the underdeveloped countries in Asia; it has more
cultura| development, more political awareness, a different
social structure, tens of millions of workers, peasants, millions
of unave6ity professors, docto6, engineers, that were also
included in the rğport this afternoon.

Thus. l believe that if we se€ thing§ clearly enough, if we
become aware of our str€ngth, we do have the strength needed
to obtain some of the demands we are raising.

And l have no doubt at all, l know for sure, that the
socialist countries would support this struggle; they have
already made some statements in this direction. l kno^, that
they aİe interested in this struggİe, particularly because of
the way in which the idea of peact has been linked to the
solution of the§e economic problems. They don.t have these
problems that the Third World countries have, but they are
very much concemed about peace.

That is why l say that at is so imponant to link our
struggle with peace; and that is why this element that we
have introduced in all the inteNiews - the fact that the foreign
debt can be re§olved with 10 or 12 percent of the billion
dollan spent each year in the arms race - is so important
Furthermore, the whole question of the Na,r, lnternationaı
Economic Order could be solved - both ,ııing§ could - wiü
30 percent of what the world is devoting to the arms race at
present. And if this debt were erased from momory - as it
undoubtodly will be - and a New lnternational Economic
Order wera achieved, and if all this were dorıe with money
from th8 prosont military expıenditures, unfortunately, there
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rı,ould still bo $7o0 tillion l.ft İor.üoıg 6xPonditure3, snd
that i! enough to destroy th? world saveral tim6 o,o,.

lf the Third World recgived $300 billion morg every year

- takğn from those expsndifuras - üg pro6pects for peace

and daıelopment yvould be diffarant. And this is no utopian
dream; we have to state our demandı; we have to tall thom:

it is not enough to foİgĞt, abolish, file üis debt, rE also need

a New lnternational Economic order. so, we tell them tho

follovııing: thore i3 a solution, take this money from your
military sxpenditures, forget that madne§ of star wars, the

co§mic conflıgration, the sophi§ticated wgapons and all tho§e

lunaci* tiıat ars proving so harmful, not only becauıe of the

dangpr they imply of actual war, but because the huge budg€t

deficit is tha origin of high intgr6t rat8s, the oveNalu8tion of
th6 dollar and all thore othgr lunaci€s th8t thgy have imple
manted in order to ınake the world btt6t. And we say: r,ra

aıe determined to wipe out the dabt. Moreover, ıivo are dbing
them 8 favor. We ire explaining to them how to solve tho
problem wiüout great lossos for them, rathor, some gsins. lt
is true that it is not ouf ta§k to solvo the problems of the

indunrializgd capitalist countri*, büJt we do bolieve thrt it is
oorroct, it is wise. it is intelligBnt to advance a formula, and l

am 9oin9 to explain why: in this struggle, we should not only
unite the greatest number of forc€s within our ovırn c{xJntries,

and bring togEther the Third world countries, ırve should also
win support within the industriaıized world.

lt was highly symbo|ic today that mes§İıge§ weİ€ sent by
workers from France, scotland and other countries. We have

to soek the support of the workers in the İndustrialized coun,

ıries, ol all workers in the industrialized countries (AP,

PLAUSE); of the students, the intellectuals, all possible

forces, because if ıırıe do not win their support, imperialism
wıll try to bring them together against the Third World. what
shall ur€ tell them? lt's not necessary, ı,t" don't want banks

to go bankrupt. Do we have, by any chance, a t6nder, v€ry
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tender love for the transnational banks or the capita|ist fi-
nancial system? No, we do not love them even a little, but
we have to deprive imperialism of the argııment that our
demands are going to ruin the banks, and that as a result of
their ruin tens of millions of their clients in those countries
are going to lose their money. or theycouldtell theworke6:
your living standards are going to suffer; or they could tell
the taxpayers: your taxes aıe going to increaıe if thia h"pp"ns.

We say, none of that is İıecessary, the banks do not'have
to go broke, you do not have to pay one more cent in tax6,
not a single cent in the bank accounts has to be lost, because
there are huge amounts of money being thrown aiay aıery
day, every monü, every year in fahılous amounts: İhat of
the military expendifure§. This is sheer madnes; the world
cannot be intere§ted in the arms raoe, the socialist countrı6
cannot be interestd in the arm§ race, üe socialist countries
know very ııııell what they could do with the morıey, becau;
there are always manyıeeĞ to be met in al| areas oİ -"ietıWe tell üem: sit down and stop trying to impose your
political sy§tem on tte whole lr,orld by force. Stop dreaming
th8t you aİ€ going to chEngE thc world; stop dreaming thaiyou are going to halt the couıse of history; sit down and
discuss peecefu lly with your adversarie§ and so|ve your
problems through negotiation. lf they want to maintain
capitalism in their own countİi6, let üem ınaintain it for 6
}ong as they ur.nt. That iı thgir orıın busins. We ..e not
going to go to thc Unitad states to make a raıolution there
or to impo€e rccialhm on them. ln an academic disctıssion
we can prove to them that socialism is better, more humarıe.
more rational and fairer than capitalism, but ı,ııe cannot go
there-and toll them: chanç your socaa l system. Roit
yourselves over that fire for as long as you want ltwill not
be forever, but that is not our busines. Nobody willeverwant
to chsnge the capiülist system by fo.ce, to impose socialism
in Europe, in Japan, in the United Stat€§, in Canada, in
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Auıtrılia; nobody will lvar wrnt to do that, nobody iı
thinking of thrı it doaın't occur to any ono. Sit doııın,
discus, and şve a third of what you aıı ıpending on the
madnels of war and givı uı back what you ııı soaling from uı

lt i3 naca§ıry to corıvoy thit messagıe to the public opinion
in thos6 countrie!: th8 7Yreasur6 we ar6 proposing do not
affoct thgm. Unımployment affects tham. lf tho buying
powar of th. Third World incıeasad by §300 billion, mıny
factories in Europe, in thg Unitod Stateı and ılıırvtıarı would
work at full capacity, and the numb€r of jobo would incraıı
in thos. countri6. That iı why l think thaı tha formulations
made on this qu$tion ar. not fıivolous; thoir purpo$ i§ to
convey a message to the public opinion ol the indurtrializad
world.

lmperialism wilI try to iıolate uı and rrp ıhould endeavor
to isoıate imparialism and the warmongBn. Th8t is the pur-

posa of thg3 ststements.
We have rant .üeı0 documenB to the go\rarnmon8 of

many indıııtrializ9d countri€ı A groat number have baon

dbtributcd. Al| these documğnts ıre on the desks of the

African Haads of St8t8 who are moeting now; thgr6 documents
have reachcd the He8d3 of state of almogt avery country -w6
alwayı make.soma exccptions; thgsa documgnt§ havg been

wid.ly dirtributed; they hava reachod th9 women that 8r8

m.Gting in Nairobi, ınd thoy will rğach tha young paoplewho
will maet at tiıc Moıcow Faıtival. And let nobody imagina

that wo hıve bıın cırrying out, publicitY cımpaign; wo hane

boan working intanıivoly tow.r* 8tıabllrhing contactı evory,

wherı. Thay b.liar6d thi! wıı ı publicity cımpılgn by Cubı
to improve itı imag6, to furüOr iğ rolrtionr; thoy dldn't
rea|ize thst thiı w!, a ııriouı ıtrugglo whlch we hava bıın
wıglng for a long time. lf you like, l cın rofar to thit brlafly
latör on, Thiı iı what lcrn toll you on ıhıt quoıtlon rnd l
promi9 thi3 iı the lııt timo ı wıll ıp6ık ıo ıxtınılvıly.
(LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSEl
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CHA|RMAN: Tha Brııiliın comradc.

. JA|ME MEN€GUELL| (CUT, 8razil): ComrıdoCoııın
dantt FidEl Castro, this confeıence iı a groat stepfo;Jİ"
uniting the 3truggla of Lıtin Amorics İna *ıe OrİUL.İ,plrticul.rly th6 immadi.te ltruggle rgeinı tng torıİgİ;Ü.lt iı 6/idont thEt as ı,ı,3 como togğth8r, imperİaİiım 

-wiıı uinaw tacti6: inıtcad of blockading it will havo to aivlaı ..
and who knowı if it will meke ıome tempting otla. İJ ıo.,
Latin.Amarjcan countrir!, in the scnıa oİ n.goİlİti"g-b"-;,
conditionı for tho|r &btı.

what should our joint roıponı8 bı in such a caıa?

. _ 
FlDEL CASTRO RUZ: Your question iı very lmportant,

in_ fact it is o§antial. l cın !ı.uro you that up t";;ld;İ
alism is.puzz|od by the whole problam and'thİt lİ;;İ;;
left on.the dafansive. This probieın t 

"İ 
U*n oİ İİ.;;;ffi;

1Tg tjmo now, and l am going to tgke tl,i. 
"pp"nrİİtv'İ İİnot. going to kagp my word a hundrad p"r*"İ. l ., İh g;;to be too brief, becauı l b€|ıeve that th8re ar8 rcmg thinosarourıd this questlon that should ue explain*. l1-1uöHİ;;

Thare are somo p€oplg -. particularly tİ;;İ;;'-';;lal İnat Aattrro is İn opportunist, thıt h! iı takino ıdvantıe
oı. ınıs problem to improo Cuba's image, to lmpİova CrÜİ
rg^lations. They still haven't raılizod tt .t, t rrıng';rİrt"Jİhlj26 yeın, w9 arc mor. conıolidıtoo ;;; ;;;:;;;;
bottar r8lationr thrn .ver lnd thot to, ,, İt"t-rrİ ;;;
m€ans nothing ..santial. Tho ldra of the imaç i''i tt. jıi*i
thing in tho world. Sinca in tho US thoy ll;; İ;;;thoy bolieı,o thıt ar.rybody alıa b loorİnriİo;.;İ;;.;;
.TlPl T"* thıt iınago aogın't tjo ;r;, *İ;
ınrotrv ıvyay hugr ımountı of monoy on thi§, pırtlqJhrlv fo;maıcantib purpo.or. Thoy imaginİ 

'l,.' 
*J.vUoav-.ll"lİ

va|n, or looking for ı nııno, looking for pE3tig6, Ürt'ı thoway thoy think.
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l asked that a reprint be made of the speech l delivered

at the united Nations, after the 6th summit conıerence, in

october 1979. l am glad you did not choose october ı2.
because it was precisely on the 12th of October that l said

all that, hjt that was mere chance (LAUGHTER), l was al-

ready speaking about these problems. Even before that, we

had been posing these problems within the Non-A|igned

Countries, but more concretely, now. in the past six years, l

have those speeches here. For instanct, in that spe€ch, on

behalf of all the non-aligned nations, l said: ". . . while the

inequality of international economic relations (has) increased

the developing countries' accumulated 
'orelgn 

debt -. to over

$3O0 billion -- . . ." it was already big, it was the debt cf the

entire Third world and it was smaller than Latin America's
debt today. And l added: ". .. the international financial

bodies and private banks (have} raised their interest rates and

imposed shorter terms of ıoan amonization, thus strangling

the dweloping countries financially . . . this constitutes an

element of coercion in negotiations that permit these fi,

nancial institutions to obtain political and economic a&an-
tages at our countries' expense." This is to explain that l

beliaıe that some of the theories and myths that they have

put forth have to be stıown for what they really are. This
seems important in terms of what you said, given the role
Cuba has been playing on this is$-ıe.

On that same occasion we said: "The underdeveloped
countries now have a foreign debt of $335 billion." Today ii
is three times as high, and at that time the dollar was falling,
while now it is overva|ued,

"lt is estirnated that around $40 billion a year goes to
servicinq this foreign debt .. more than 20 percent of their
export§. Moreover, average per capita income in the developed

countries is now 14 times greater than in the underdeveloped
countries. This sifuation is untenable." We were saying this
in 1979, and the servic€ on the debt of all countries amounted
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to §40 blllion; at prasant, Latin America a|one ovrr6 mor€ than
that and what it i§ paying ,in interests and services alone a
mounts to §4O billion; it may be a little more or a little less,
depending on the interest rate.

On that occasion ıie also raised the question of arms and
military expendifures, l said: ''The developing countries -
and on their b€h8lf the Mov€ment of Non-Aligned Countries
- demand that 8 subctantial part of the immense resources
now boing wasted by being poured into the arms race be used
for development .. which would both contribute to reducing
the danger of war and help improve the international situ.
atİon."

And finally, we summed up. This was in the United
Nations, in 1979. The hall was full, everybody attended and
l.remember th8t the§€ po§itions received a greatdeal of rympa
thy at the time. we were also asking for $3oo billion for İhe
doıelopment decade, on the bais of the fact that there had
actually been no development and that what had taken p|ace
was a relative underdaıelopment. ln 1979, we were still
s8ying, look, please, hand out $3oo billion, taka $30O billion
out of your pockets. Thal was whEt !,t€ were trying to say ,ineff6ct. But the sifu8tion hes chançd drastically.

We said: "... unequal exchange is imporıerishing our
peoples; and it should ceasel

"lnf lation, which is being exported to us, is imporıerishing
our paoples; and it should cease!'' What they are exportinğ
to u§ norv ıs tho overvaluation of the do||ar.

"Protectionism is impoverishing our peop|es; and it should
cea§e l

"The disequilibrium that exists concerning the exploita-
tion of sei re«rurces is abusive; and it should be aboli;hed!''
Another problem that has been posed and was under discus-
sion is the Law of the Sea. An agre€ment had already been
reached. btjt the united st8t6 and some of its wealthi6t
accomplices will not accept it

59

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



"The financial resouroes received by the dareloping coun-

trie§ 8re in$fficient; and should be increased!
"Arms expenditure§ are irrational. They should cease,

and the funds thus released should be used to finance develoP
,Tıent

"The international morıetary system that prevails today is

b8nkrupt; and should be replaced!
"The debts of the least developed counüies and those in

a disadvantageous position are impocsible to bear and have

no solution. They should be cancelled!"
EVen then the dictionary ied rne to use a word that lent

itself to a {ual İnlelpretation. At that point there was a lot
of applause. That was the idea that roceived the greatest

amount of applau§e at the UN from the representatives of the

Third World and other countries - with the exc€ption of the

wealthiest capitalist nations. "lndebtednğss oppres§es the

rest of the daıeloping countries economically; and it should
be relieııed!" we rırĞre not yet demanding the cancellation of
the debt of all the Third world countries.

"The wide economic gap between the developed coun-

tries and the countries that §eek development is growing

rather than diminishing and it should be closedl
"such are the demands of the underdeveloped countries,"

lt was already posed in 1979; almost the same thing, there

are only a few differences: at that time the total debt was

smaller, the problem was critical for some tens of countries,

but it was not critical yet for Venezuela, for Mexico, for
several countries; the fact is that today the debt has tripled

and that it affects all the nations that are developing. Even

the countries that had resources with which to face the

diffıcultid then find themselves in a difficult situation today,

Nigeria: an oil-producing country, an enormous debt and

tremendous problems, and more than 1ü) million inhabitants.
ln 1984, Mexico, as was explained here, was using 72 per-

cent of its oil exports to pay the intere§ts on the debt, and
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:|i^*^":bf:rj_the drop in üe price of oil; now it must beusıng around 75 percent or.more to pay the inteıes§ Elone.
.Venezuela: the comıa.lp l,"r. .1-oqu"ntlv' ;ffiİ,ih.problems of Venezuela, and from his anaİvrİ, İİ.rJİ"İİÜj.O

llrj,:i : impossible, they cannot pay. because the oil-ex-portıng countries have been atlleO. Ov two pİ"Ul"r.,- İt 
"vıaıere producing a bit more than 30 million #"İ;;;;, ;",are now 

_producing 16 million; the price ot oiı, wİlJh l.areached 
.$3Grcme a barrel, l,", O""İ""*a,]rrİ; ;;#*ı,\,ere hagh, these countries contracted finan;id .;.;j;;;;;,

lh"y .p"nt their money, and even f", ,h;;;;;,l;;;ıH;;.
become difficult

.. l understand that horrible things haııe been done - as theVenezuelan. comrade explai ned - d" ;;;;;;;';;; .L
|mperialism's financial circles have trt"" tİ,g"..."İ"İ İrmoııey out of the cluntrv. A recent w.1.16 ı;k;;;;*";.plained that, while the debt u
f rom Venezuela ,r". ,o, , #l|iling.uP, 

the f|ight of capital

111ı ".,. 
ıö ŞEŞ, ;##;$l;: Ş:,"fl..'ff J:İ #percent of üat amount fled the countryj to, *..vJoİÜ,'İ,country borrowed - nob this - on" aoİİr.ano]İ İ,,İrl'#.abroad. That means that not only th".;;';;;;;İ;

Jeft, but the mon€y they had saved, tt , ,.r.rt, 
"İtİ;d;r: rrr*.d by the imports. ıtt increaliııl-'B;;;.;;';;

::1Tr:9 about tholo poople. I t i.i .t rİ tı,] v#;J;;peopls, the vonezuelan worka
women, tho p-pı,.-*ii,"##ffiffi L.,ffir;*
.. _ 

l ,*:n"a two conclusioffi, tırcı th-aittıe-Jil;#;;worsonod.to such an axt nt thst no.orn,.v 
"orİdİ-"]jrj.a]socond, füat sincı üe ıifuation was critical in all cluntries_th€ d€mrnd ior the annulment or the aeUİ;r;İh;-w:;]lcountrieı.,.without gxoeptlon, was going t" d" ;;;l;;;toıco. 

.Thiı d.ııEnd tyorıld then ,ı,"an İhrt tt i. .rrd;; ;;
l^"j,P'nS a .F 'r*O only by some ten3 of countrigs thatcrn,t ewn walk, hıt by all thı Third Wo.|d c;";;i;İ;,;
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many ;f those cluntrie§ üst have resources are a]roady

İr"İ." *"t o tenible sifuation and their peoples are suffeıing

Ş';'";;r;; İo s",t, a degree that they ^:{ 
,:.E.]l:

İİrO"O lİ'İtl. dernand; but when all are includ€d in 
_this

İ.r]"a, *,. fument gains strangth, Thosa are the differ"

erıc,es.'"-İoO"r, the Third World owes three tim6 a§ much,. At

,t",'r]İ-.'İn. İ',r.tion *", already serious and vııe perceived

İl,"İ İİİ| pr"Ul". was gradually becoming worse, We then

İJJ İ"rİeOO bil|ion İo be hancıed over in a period of 10

;;;;;. N"; we are posing something guiti differen_t: we are

İ"İ'n"'"n İ" give you almost a trillion dollan in 10 yean as

inter6t5 and 3ervice6, not to amortize the debt Latin A,

lİİİ"rlİİ".'Jl. *İ,ü t,*, to hand ove, S4O0 billion in inter,

*l'İj**l"*. İtıat is why uıe said that the situation h6s

.İ]nlçİ,- 
-,t 

"n, 
at was a question of reque§ting, andjo\T,, the

action ıhat we have to take ls thaı of not paying, Therc lies

İ;İ;;";;;.'İtıe initiative vı,ent from them to th6 Third

tV-.rla, ]a ir rt" prerogative of the Third World to takg action

""" -j-"", 
,r.it toİ them to pity us, to soften.up_and to

;;. 
-İ" 

;";"y demanded f rom us should be inveitcd ın

İ;İ;;;;;,o,İ"İO-,lop,"nt of our countries, There

lie the main differences,""'İ-rÜİ*J İn is, comıades, becausc 
. 
it :_TI":|,::^,li

*, o* İ"pp."lng, somethino that we had been raisıng Tor

lhİ'lİr"-, İtİİdba had beJn raising, Thema.indifference

İ, ,İ"İ İnl problem was not yet as critical as it is now:_now

İİ İr?,.İ.Jrni". The wealthy countries paid no attent|on;

"ıı',n] 
rnirJ w"rld |iked it, aoolauded it; all the Heads of

;l;;;;"İ;;;"J İhis speech 
'aeiiverea on behalf of the Non-

;;;;; Ü;r;"nt, which was chaired by Cuba at that time,
'U",İr* *. n.a hoİted tt,e 6th Summit Conference,*;;;; 

1983, in New Delhi, when the crisis was 8lready

,huönİİg;',," "ontinued 
to pose the problem, Cuba made a

;;;'tJİ Non,Aligned Mo,""n, in which all these
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problems were analyzed in full detail, although the languaçused was not popu|ar. but rather technical; and in the speechdelivered. on beha|f of CrUu, .rong 
-İ';.İİİ"rr. 'l-İ'O

towards üe end:

. "To struggle tir€lessly İor pae, improt ed internationalrelations, a halt to the arms rac€ and a drastic reduction inmilitary spending and to demand tt.t . co*İO"ra1-1-"-*]İ otthosa;unds be fuicated to <teveloping ;; rliii'İ;ff'."To ıtruggle without respite İ"r;; İ ;; t"'rfu*'exchanç that rduoe§ oırr real expon earnin5, İ{1;"co,st of the inflation genefatd in th" ;r"İo;o;;#;;;tri*,onto our economiç, and .rin, ou pJptJ
ı o §truggle against orotectionism, that multiplies thetariff and non-taıiff barrierc and ulocl<s'ttıeİa'*-e;;;; ;.expon commoditiB and manufedured gooĞt

.. "To struggle for üe cance|latloo ot'İn-J"rt".al deb6 ofü-le |.rs" number of coııntries which h*" ;; 
-; 

;;;;;;,
9f p.ring_ them and dra3ticrlly lighten ;e ;;ffi'aelıervicing foı thoce that. und
to fuıfiı;ü;ir;;;;;'f'nerı' conditions, may be able

_ T.ıı9r{l_aıreıay e g.ıbtle difference her! from what ıJıre.taffi in 1979 in tho United Nations: ;,;;;;;;';;;;.pokj_9f cancelling the debt of 
"ll 

;n;;;l;ino;;;:'po§ibi|iti6. of pıyiış. Prwiously, ;;-;-;;;;;;.'",;corrnt?ic with le§ rolativa dwelop.non,, nr, n"'." ,J"İlngto ell.count ieı having no ıııl poııiolrltlıı;;;-v.ıig;';lİİı. a draıtic roduction of thi burden f* rr" ;';j;;;Becauı the debt had ılraıdv
tııs ıımoıt Ju-o-üTn;T;ir]"".* trem.ndously, End it

.. To drastically l6§tn the burden of seıvice payments ofthoı who,.undar noır conditions, ,igtt i,;noİ ;;İ;;;:mitınents. More than two yeoıs went by and, from 1982 to1985, th. d€bt of the Third ti,orıd ,""*".lo, u, s5ö Ljİi",lİ8ut ıt tho time, th6e demands aiOrt glrr li;'İJ;İ*ınant. Th$e demandı ara now çnerating a 
-mo,rcıne; 

;;;
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the cri§i! hıc reıchad it3 most critical point; a new ıitu,

ation *as cre8td; End thg p€opl6 are feeling tha haBhn€,s

oİ tıe pıoUlem much more. Year after year, thĞ dotails, th6

thread'of all these ideş, all theso itatomenğ - thst are tho

o.", .oot a to a worssning situation - coııld be followed;

İ* onlv İhrt norr, when üere's a crisis, some " who appar,

İeİtİv *""ren't informed of anything or who. pretended not

to Ü lntormeo - thought l discovered something frat l wa3

making something up to poster the yankees or to improve

Cuba'Jirnaç or to improre Cuba's relations,-- 
This is-important because so,ne are worrying 8bout why

CrU" İ, ,vİng it, bnd Cuba's been saying it fo, six yeors; it's

u*İ İ"iİirİg İıese proulems for a long time; and now th9ç

a* ** ,rİo are oddly conıerned, Some of them haıe said:

;;;;, ,bht, but the problom i3 it's Cuba that's saying it
İ*, örüİ 'l.*n't 

wen talk, lt hat to be forced to ramaln

,iı-*a-u"-r* that's *hat üe US likest lt's been talking

.Şrİ ,t 
" 

pİ"Ul"m for a long tirne, and now it has to shut up!

;;;;;İ İt ink ,hi. i, , ",n*,",, 
a trick made up by

Cuba.--'İna, 
of course, they i,ııagined this; they jry,'"^"j.'lİ

-rrbe even belioıed it. But whiıe they w€re thinking thİs,.all
't.n-e;JJs ;;Ln diseminated aıerywhere and are being

t^"*" *".r*t 
"re. 

These ideas have reached many placeı -
İ;;;-;Ö; İo menüon all the places they've reachgd -
Ur, İ'll ,"ll you tney have even reached the church6; ügy

;;;. ;"; reached the nrasons; they have reached every place

,İ"" İ"O to rsach. Now, those who beliwed it uıas a game, a

,r 
'İ''"'-., 

*.p.ign, are f inding out that .thera's i.pe!T,
;;;"İG ;rlİlra; tt,"v d6n't aıen ha,e 8 theor.tical

;;;,*;::.İoİ ".n 
they have one, They've mad€ cheEp

l"İİ,.iİ;, .gİlnrİ C,b", that Cuba ls roschaduling its debt

Ş;Ş;;;; ;;;-; hedu ı i n g ou r dsbt,.too, i:İ.ll"_ lP.,T_1
ar;' "r, 

J"n, is in forcign currency; it's small; i(s relatrygıy

;;;İ".;İ "".pared 
to that of the rast of thğ countn6;
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and p.rt of it i3 wi$ Third World coııntri6, like Mexico. Wealıo oryı morıey - some hundrcdı^ol .İlİlo*']',o e?s";ir",and other lmount to otheı Third WorlJ co,İ"ir-r.lffİln',orva a cent to the US bankı or to the lnternııio";; M;;;;,yFund or to the World eank, becausa a;;;'jİİ;",honorıbly kicked us out.(APPLAuSE) Ihey honorably kicked us outl
And rıc say: we're not waging this batt|e for cuba; Cubawlll do what the r6t do. rnei'olo,ıe to-see-;;;;İ"

necessary and inoppoıiune sı
Ah, un , il;:: ü;;iHJUü ŞT"$iL?Ji,l;they're fighİing foİ this. we say: we're the only ones whoare calm, who don't have any ptouıems,-wtıo İ.'',İfrİ L,position to wag€ this battll

",i:l:: 
;; Ş. ili ;,ff ;. İi: #jil"::J'* Jİi'., liHsay that !r,e are going to pav tne l.ı"ri"an .iJt;;;;;;;,to pay the Argentines. because they're rt i.İ W..İj"*İ]İLthat ha:e. serious probıems. 

.anj f;;;,-;;;;;;::;waging is inşired in firm orir
,r"Ölnğ tol 

"'ı'Ö ;,;:,';,';';"'''*, 
lt's a struggle r^Ğ,ve been

any sense; 8nd üat 6oo hoİ_g_olng.to 
holp. our country in

$go,ai ı ı i on i; ui ;,j;,;;#'J;:,i"1 İ^#,J .ili, Ttİwouldn't be trying to orovo|(e Us into cancelling our debtwith us banks. They know u
and that,ı why they .rn ,ror1":olt 

owe.them a single cent
oırr dobt. _ e cynically tı,.t *e ,rr-t .rn".i

^. 
That's why I respond that wo shall do what the rest ofthe Gountries do, as a whole. We ao l,rv. ,İ.. ;;" İ;

I"^T:' İlİ" but they're very sm8ll. . .with some banks that.ın the middle of the blockada
lent us money. We believe ,.?ld 

d"'olt' Yankea ıesistance,

y_.1o.9.1,ii.ıli,,;##;"İ:"lİLTJil[ffi:;:J|j!1
tven if the debt were cancelle
Argentines and any Third *o.o' 

*"'" PaY the Mexicans, the
ıo.n.; .",ong ];;; ;;il;:':,HyJl.j"n"..#::Jj
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so. (APPLAuSE} we don't os,8 a üıng to us bankı,_ a,ıd

İİ*Jl'rrj.l .Jnt fıom tho,monoy our country T c,lyed;

;; iÜ" cent İled the country or was sqııandoıad; eııery-

;;;;;İ;-."d in üe aconomic ınd ıocial da"logn,nt oı

;;";;. Tiiiı can't be sıid of the ınormoıs dıbt oi

;;""1;;- ,nİ t" Carlbbean, On the oılreı_ h,nd,

l§Şlrlİ:.l*,*:ı ff 
' 

ruIT;L: §Y;l.ffiŞ
l?Ş]'lüı,İ-lİ,t İt, o,n, ın ouı rrııtıoır uiü üı, dü

J"lö*İri"lİ" *orld, We do ha" lorilthim in commoı,

İİİffi'r* r. *n ııffıring ı crlmlml econo{rric bloctıö
H;.Ji;ttıo uniteo Sııtııttııt hııalıeıdy lııtı<t 26yıın,

Ö;;ffi f- w.gi; g öiı bıttlG iı vıry hiü,*'İlİr;r" İl t-" üoi"o of Ainıorlcr b,oedcğt ın odtortıı

*";'H;=;r#i 
-İlıevte 

aıroı<lv brodcııed ıhııc,.aııd

üev desp€ratelY w8nt to ıranİrıit ı rr*i§ıgp egıiııİt cub ..

;.';ff"''-h;; İt rıtheı üroıdı the Voic, ol lm^erÇ,

;;;;;;İİ on ı,\,eral vyall,k]nown ııguıpıpırı.in tıtin

İ'#; ;;iŞe İmpariıliım, ıııd rlı"y'y, o,d,ı,d ü,m to

ffiffi;;; *,op "ti,l",nİ 
thinç likı üıt; tıw|vı ry_n

ffi;' il; i;i fr8ntic aEp3 to hindo? üıi3 ın6otiıı0, bı,ı

İİ"rİ.ııj.- İı"İ wıtl *ıey ue abİa to pıaıant orıpoil thı bcoıd

İ',l"lİlİl,Jİ'.İİ; c";ü;," diııoçıo ıhıt wiıı bıgin oıı thı

3oth. They're baffled,*' 
rt 

"v;rl 
thought about othcı üingı fu ydJ trüa, ?'il

tlme a; İİ"v'.',lol,"nlv thought üııt if üıy killed üı ılo0,

İİ"r'İ1llİ tİ. rabias, Th,y thİnk $lı lı nblğ ırıd ü,! l'm
;;"-;; ; ; dog tır€y',€ ontitıed to kııl, So h,ı,. yqı.l9,,
İ:*r;* İİlİJ*O'"buıhgd tlog in üı, world, .|fı ı
H#;;İa,till ,li,", But actu!|ly lt rmlly lıntthrt

much of a miracle, bgcauıa tharg'ı ı pgoplg d!f$!nc ü''
;;;;İ;"; 

'na -o here, not wen dlıgiıird ıı a rıbbit,cın ı
;;';;;;;.,round, , , not 6,an dheuiıd ıı a_ııbblt crn

;;;;;;;1,h it, (LAuGHTER AND AppLAusE) whıt

İ".İ';'İ İ ;nfidentiaıly iı üat th€y'rı a bıt d"p,rıt,
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and a bit hysterica|, and th^ey're rapidly reactivating all kindso' plans to eliminate Mr. Castro, İ" İ''İ-İİ"'o"*,rJİİ'*.know it, and it's good that they know that ı,ve know. Thev'vebeen taking measur* for angmpts 
"" 

.; ;irl;';,,.t,"r'J;l,,n"lşsly, but we know it; andj good piece of information isvery important in anythine.^ Tha-1,. *f;;;;;'l;;";;.n,some plans o' that son. I

1 m d;. ;,; ;;;#',',,,İ':"','il;.#Jil1,,ffI",?: İ'İconvinced that not aren with ,l,rt *"İİİ İJrİİ,]İİr, ,kno:."gPt their rnenıa| ano psychological.§tata.
I believe that now *""'r". İoiİ-g;İ'#'İore actlvely,alıhough their ranks are dwİı

rua" ."; n"."." ö H#:h,l:ffİjHlffi ltrLatin.American debt beino s

l]: ı,es]d; o;;;t.::"r:.'Ş"lİ*:'"}". T.ffi,ıweıty.four.hours hadn't gone ğ before ;;;;;#"ment saying iı was all nonseoı ;,np.ri.ıİr.,'İlr"#;'lİİİ .Kissirıger, the nıastermind
f ormulas""J.;;,;;;d,";:;:rJ§il:,r,"#""#,#.Tilş
ıs potentially serious and dı
al.;ady w;;;d-;;r-..."i"L'"*'*s to US inte'ests, He,s

:ill}: İ";|; ;#';"d;lil'j tlİ,::ffi, r,ffi::::
' "'iT İilf ,',",;fi İ..l""ilff 

, rymen t conditioııs
ıdle. lı's going to oo ., ,, 

""1'.1T|eiialism 

is going to remain

campaigns of all kinds; i,,, *?:]'.'soi:g 
to launch publicity

ot ttıerİ; it,ıı ö to'airii.',Tl19'o ""ıt 
on alı rşouıces " ail

l".,l":,ıh:,;;L];;,ı;rjiJli;llİ.iffi iil;,llİİ3I De|leve that imperialism w
pending on ;#;';;ill ['ll _n't o't the fire or not de_

this ca-use ;;;;; İ";-" 
mases take up this cause, ıf

students, o-İ"*İ"L,r.' .i:lİ:'^_:L 
the worke6. peasanıs,

probıem; iİ ;, t"."rŞiı,i';l_'T':l strata sensiıive to the
possib|y be ,il; ;;;H;İo| 'n' 

masses. then this can,t
and ıhere. s".ij".,;i";;lrli.?,li' with promises here
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Let's imagine thıt, 8ccepting in part. thet the 
1e_bl^l:

,"Jr.jır, Jİ 
"İ 

, *dd"n they start lending money to pay

;lffi;;"; ; ,t,,v ov, Don't worry; not a single dollar's

;";';;;. ,l,,e country, We're $ing to lend you monev,

B€hare vouFelve§; implemenr;ll Ğ ıÜF ,"o""s; be good

ffiL""İ;;;İİ;İİ v* ,n, total amount of the interşt§ and

İt _;* a Lreal. tnat would onlv increase the debt year

after year; rıew amounts would pile onto the enormous debı

' every Year' 
think that that's a step forrıard,

There maY be ,some who

rn",}'r".lıv',,J-İJİ], u" gl,ing out anything; they'd only be

;H'l*..#";;"y can't coııeit; üey'd make up , ft:,]T"
İHİH# İ'6; ı beıie,e ıhat pubıic opinion wou,ıd see

;;;;;Ş",o .t,i.,*.ııy, il**.JlillYŞ: "İ:#aIl- there's a vit8l qu6tion:

::;J';;;;;ies would have to keep negptiating every

ŞJİn 
", "r.., 

six months or every year;.they'd :'i| lT1':"
:#:;;;;;;İ"İİ rıecks,whictı -,id'b" tight"n"d at the most,#ffiffi;;"l, 

,t,"v,o-,İıİL in chains; they,d stiıı h
sleı'e§' ıbt has become a problem for im_

lt tırrns out that dıis d(

*,ilİ'j..'"lİO İ,t,at Oo 
'İ," 

*,"* lf they pretend to,be

ff"İ *İ. 
't,i, 

offer, in the critical oconomic aituetion

:?;"1;r;;; and go,ernments today, iust a faıı of them

couıd have a little mora ;;;,İ-tt,'iİ Oispool ,--_'^::"d

ffi ;'Fğ ;:ı,!, p, jl*'*'#, ;:l""Xl'§JtrJ :l;
ogometrical progrG§|on l

İİ]lİjİ'İli;;ug* lt would not solve the vory serious

oroblem of unequal traoe: ihey would cantinue l"^İ,f ,'*
H"# ; İ,İ p,"o"" and they woulc,continue to export

at high.r and higher prlces'n 
mercnandise was exported, and

ln 1984, s95 billion l

*. ,r.İ].İ'^n ,,ıııer of thJ exports was equal to $_75 billion

İ"ÖÖ*İ"İ is, witn tİemenOous exportino eJfortsj the

İİ,rl,İl|İ;, ;;;;;" szd iiiiio" ıess, They,ve shameıessıv
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robbed us ürough tr8de colditio.ns alone, imp<ısed by them,with all.its classic aspects: clumping, üe sale of straİosic ığ.servec of materi8l, and orotectionisİİ. W1,1, ,lİİr,"Ş.Ş""l. -all moas(Jrg that tond ö de
uıııion in oİe'v]ı;:'H;İ::İrices - thay'vg robbed $20
tııe p, rcnJnlg'fr ,*.'oi",İ]'n"'* 

exPortod $95 bi ll ion and

$75 uiııion ii Tğö] ;J,;ffi :İilfr;' §ffi"lilİT§*ll
. Arc they going to give u

$#,f,#*i**,#,[tft,ffi i,İitr"'ffiThey'd continue to kesp o(
continuo to sıeaı aozeni ;;iffi:ll'ş ljl,,ffİ'fll,Jl I#prices they pay for oır p.ooucts, the manipulation of cur.rencies, the flight of capital. rl,, ,it .tio],rİ-rİ;;;";
be very şrious; noüing would U, *ruJ; İİ"-ö"Jİlİ,jrTrİ.development wouldn't be artablishgd. 'ı . *j, ," 

"İr],though, that, if a|l of a sudden a t., "*i,rÜio;;;il;some.biIlions of dollars ın intere§ts, they might get somewhaıof a breather, at the co§t of
And thatt,iusi a ,;; ;" #:,ff:,}:T;:::ffiİ:,';:',1"J
r the:ense in lending to Latin America, İÖ.;;ffi;;;
9'_ Tjl9 world the money they n""o top"y tİ"İ. ,];;;;;
].1._.d:b' increases, dependency continuÖs:. 

";' ;;;-
:,rury,ir. months, every year they'd t*" i" s.l"-İİ.;İ;İthe hand of imperialism, and th; basic;;;];;"ffiİ.j';;lhave been solved. That's why ltt - iİ"po".İr'İ;;';*;three banners to become one, so that 

"" 
-,r"" 

t"li"r"..'İl[solving the problem or oratifu
tn. oö*na'r' oİ';; i";;;_;#1_9_the _concience or. ansırering
posing .so;e ;;ii ffi;;l;j,H,ffl,İTİ':iİr;'il:'lffiT
wouldn't 

.save anybody's neck, and 
"t 

l"t, r.rllİİ'""İİ"r"perpetuating the robbery and the plunder t";iJh-*;;*İ
iected. That's why these three pillars r*-;İİ;."t tıilabolition of the debt, the New Jnternati"""te""-"İİj".ö.İ'Jİ
and the economic integration of Latin America. 

- .- -.*'
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Eıren if the firn two condition3 are met - the cancellation

of the debt and üe eıabl icıment of the New Economic order-

Latin Aırrerica will not da,6lop; becausa if Europe, so de,

vgloped ınd rich - if England, spı in and ıll tııe rest state

ür8t üoy cın't live without ı çeaor oconomic community,

how then cın Curçao or vorıezuela or colombia or Ecuador

o, peru or ttıe centrıl American countries or anY of the other

@Untr ıGı &ırtlop ,lorı€ and i3ollt€d ? They rwuld always be

priıoıırs ıııd hoıoget of imperiıliım,
ln rry opinion, it must be t,k€n into account that eca

nomic inogpation is me of üe pr€requ isiıe. foİ the deır€loP

mont ıııd indepandcnca of our coııntriaı. Th€y can 3till gpt

hold of Stnto Domiııgo by itr.|f ınd suffocst , blockade and

invade thıt coııntry; üey blockade Cuba; üey blockade

Nicar4ua and dır€aten to invade it; üey irwade G renada

and eııery day ürgy thıeaten to iııvıde any of otır countıl€,,

Why? Becıuıa divided and disintegrad countrie6 suit ttr€m,

go thGY cın axploit and strıngle th€m me bY one. That's

why they're th€ §worn enemiç of integration. They don't

3ven wlnt to herr ıbout it.

l affirm that th€ae th,€g bonTC6 aro three gr€at anti,ift

p€f isliıt b.nna.s, üree great bınners for the independence of

our p€op16, ınd l'd tıy thre g'lat h iıtoricılly rwolutionıry

bınırçı, I bolıGv. thıt they' rı immediıu goık Üü crn bo

ıchierııd if il Jtruggl.. il w€ do whst ryr hııre to do.

l blltu. ürat if üıa ırrr§gı ıİ, charıy ıwııı of ıll ttıe*

gıoHGfiıı, th.y cın obıtruci ıııd pıwcnt imporirliııtı's mı,

rcgınıı Thafı lı€ı th. importance. Wı' re not ,yine to

prllt3u,8. YotJ r Jİ undlfıtarıd ü!t rYı hıye to u, dif,

fer8nt langpogp. We say that the ]rrıs§e§ aı€ the b6t guerantee

to pra,ent imperialism irom maııeııwring, holding conciIla-

bules , playing trick3, limitingthe gpal3 of thi3 3trugügle, mıking

us conform wiü 15 when ı.Ye know th8t lrt can haııe 1(X).

Now, there 's no doubt that they'lı try oıreryth İng. , . sll

those ideas. Kissingpr
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thinkin9: the problem is s
Pıans aİ 

";j.i:;İ'.'n;"'9 
|91ious 

that at least 25 Mashaıı
ıt^tt.vi..,"".i;;;rş;.l"1,:T:i|.H.,r,H;,'"T,li
more realistically. so, all
them to ıea ı ism., ıt .vı;;;';,'i"lllfr -]fJ..;[:i#,f :İthose cıazy ideas in which they're investing such fabulousamounts of money, becaus
|'m not g;in;';i;,fTr""İ.'1"l are.other problems; but
sequences will be for rn. ,a1'_'n"' about what the con-
interview *iii;;';;;;; u:ono.'Y., All that is here, in my
states who are soon going ,"t'.?:f.tJ:[tor of the United

We have to be on the l*lor' a.lnr' İ'İr.*r"Jl,, ,n",may try. We have to see how th i§ pİool". .roİr"r];İ ;:athat. the idea| thing would be to have a consensus; ttut theideal thing would be for us to sit do.vn .;; ;;;; ;;;İ"debt is going to be cancel|ed and the New order estab|ishej.
lrr_',. "o, a|so happen that there *";;İ ;-;#;;;;;.that, because certain desoerı."ı,şinto-tti.-.ö;,;l'jlH,"İİ:[jX."r"1$:H'ffi 

;,you're propo§lng in the reo
some wt o, ı,a,e "a, ;; ; ;T""T iİll İ 

j,"ff 
i i;" T"1;,..;

g*#ruffffi
And we'w said more tha]

machanataons 
"ür-, 

..ii 
#r"i 

oncc - reacting to all üıo§
good standing .. ;ö;l";İ_:o lT.P'9':. our imagn, orr
banner to "ö ı.iı.:ei,jrlirl"j_*'' gladlY hand orıer thiı
take it, on 

""; ";;;;.';i,ll": 
_government that widıo. to

ably and not ır"t."vli.'-"' "'dı theY carry it fo,ward honoı,
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But, of couİsa, this banner doesn't have to be givsn to

ınyone in particular. l b€ıieve that st8rting today, this banner

is İn the hands of the L8tin,American and caribbeah workers;

it's in safe hands. (PROLONGED APPLAUSE)
That's whY, Veiga, to conclude, we hand over this banne,,

ttıat ttıev accuİ usİİ raising ior the sake of prestige, to the

*o.ıers'ot our America so they may raise it on high from

tt u ni" Cr.na" to the Patagonia, They shall never betray it,

CHAlRMAN: We shall receive it and keep it flying high

with honor. (APPLAUSE)
The comrade of Ecuador has the floor,

EDUARDO ZUR|TA (CTE, Ecuador): Comrade Co-

mandante Fidel, allow me, first of alt, to thank you for the

e*İnoraina.y lesson that, only here in Cuba and from you,

t.r" tna workers had the opportunity of receiving,"-'İVlr-qro,ion 
is the folİowing: Speaking as the devil's

advocate, how can one respond to those sectofs that argue

it.i it "'rı., 
lnternational Economic order being pioposed

. , *lİİrn"İnlv benefit the local bourgeoisies, thus prolonging the

life of capitalism in our countries?

FlDEL CASTRO RUZ: Listen, the life of capitalism in

Er.rJ,-iİ the-United States and in other similar countries

]u-n-Ş'pİolong.d. They have resou rces and possibilities for

maintaining the system for a time but it's becoming more

;İİ;;;;; th", İo ,n"intuin their pre§ent system of exploi,

İ.İİİİ.t İn. underdeveloped countries. of the wo_r|d_ lf the

İİ;İ w.;İ aİtalnea tnese goaıs they'd no ıonger be ruling

;;; ;"rj;, as they'vs been d6ing up to now,.and. for the first

time thoy'd have to acquiesce to th6 strength of those coun-

İrirİ. 
-İt'.i, 

rule would no longer be as before,.

ln the second place, if th-e countrios of the Third world

und3rtookdevelopmentprograms,they,dundoubtedlyhavc
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lo .import I lot of gquipment and techno|ogy; internationaltrad€ would undoubtedly rgcojve an irp;,;;;;;;;;;;;"ö
ment - one of the problems of develop€d 

""plall.İ.İrnJo- might diminish in the near future. İh;;;;;;;';;;"
sensible, they could also obtain some benefitsj the workers,the industrialists, the industrializeo 

"apltalİstlocİ;;';;;;;selves could obtain certain benefits.
But l don't in the least believe that this struggle couldresult in the pıolongation of the capitalist İrİ;;:'';;;;"moment. it would mean a strong bİake on ,t," 

"rrlol'a'io"and plunder they're presently carrying out ,g.i";l;;;';;;ples. And imperialism is so much ,or" İ"ng"*r,.."nİ
strangles and plunders us more when it has us all ;;,l";;;and when it has us under its heel every d.;. İİ ;;; ,;rope off our necks and the heel off our backs, *;'İl ;;;;;;live in a more endurable wolO, especially;İ;;[no;İİ; İ;defend the freedom and the goa|s we have attained

lnsolar as our countries an
a top ic wh ich, * ; ;,;i;;# il',İl"i1;}',i*""":il:"r.;':
dadn't believe appropriate to analyze.

. Now, regarding the concern any of you may have aboutwhether capitalism will be prolonged 
"i "* ii'ı_.ii" ili".lica, ı can tell you the foliowingifirst, ;;;r;;;';'#;about the New |nternationaı economic or;;; ;;'",,:#::tion of all the ahtses existing today, tt" ,O"l;tİ"" 

"İ''İİ"debt. Later on. we'd have ı
h"* ;;-;;;;J,ff;",:,§JH1:?:ffi T:İil.ment of socialism or for the jer"lopm"ntİt'Jr'İ"',..İ'İJO
evident that l believe in the develÖpm.", 

"f-J";;;;;, ;;perfect thing is the development of socialism. ;;;ffiİ;';
l_T]O:', be 

.advocating Ör speaking to, ."piolİİ ;#';"ment or socialist development.. l tnint onlv İİe-pe;J; İ'öln each country can answel th
ot oeveıopmen't ;;r*;:;,_ ''"'' question, can say what kind
tt ev can aita i n., b; ;; i, ö;H; #J:: 

" 
:l*:j,ffffJ#:l :
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l don't think it's worthwhile for m3 to speculat8 on

,nt ri ii-golng to happen or how it might happen or rven wh8t

,norla tİppan or proclaim this or that model of development,

,l-İr. .rİlrin.O at length in re3ponle to th6 qugstion by

rnother comrude.
Capitaliım'3 longevity depondı on you,

Cub! depended on u3.

CHAIBMAN: The comrade from tho lnca univeİıity o'

Colombia.

JAıME oUlJANo (lnca Univergity, Colombia): Coman-

danİe Fide| Caıtro, on April 9, 1948, during the Bogoıazo,

İhe posibilities of development oi the trade union movement,

İt 
" 
'*"İı."; movement in Latin America began to disinte,

;;;.;;J İ think that one of the fundamental questions that

İİİrl*.Ulv ha6 brought to the fore is that, as has been said,

İo, 
'l,"-ti*''ir., 

,nJe, exceptional ciıcumstances and due

İİ' ,n 
-.r..ptionaİ 

crisis, the posgibility has arisen here to

reunify all the forces of the tr8de union movement ano

its allies.- witt regard to the is§ues that have been raised here, you

have'said: At present ther€ is something mole important

,İİİ ,*İ.l change, namely, the independence of our

countries."--'İ İİirt wo have b6en able to clarify thi3 thema through

v*, "rİrİoİOİn.ry 
exposition, l think there may have been

ıome guertion. here as to what is fundamental and wh8t iı
]İ""Ol",- Ur, my question refen to th€ point alroady

raised regardin9 3ubiective conditions,'-' İ;-İ; Coİornli. lived through a situatio.n in which,

o.şır. ,n. existence of objective conditions, there were__no

]LTr*, ,rUi".,ive conditions from which something differ,

""İ'.*lj- 
rİ,i" other than the disper§ion that followed

lpriİSat. This has happened in many countries,

ltı durıtion in
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l believe that one of the essential thingüı that hs3 takenplace here is the fundamental theoreticaİ taıiı you lıaveprovided for this process which, briofly aerribod İerc, İaı
cryıtallized now. because a now category tıaı şrung up İn
the class struggle: the foreign debt ıı unpiyaolı.

well. ıhen, l would like to ıık you'what couıd ba donğ,in your point of view, to step up the ıubjıctiııe conOitioİı,
since, obviously, thi3 theoretical tool, thir iİeologlc€l tlraİpon
which has been forçd here within the flme;;k oi:;d
ba§ed on the socirlilt Revolution of Cuba ınd ,nO"İ vouleadership, evidently constitutes, as l hav€ aaid, a ngw elemem.

So my question is Ebout the stepping ,p bt,l,.* *Ui*.
tive conditions: how should this idool;ical ,n.rpon-*İi"İ
has been forged here b€ interpreted within this pro"ao otwhich you are the fundamental mentoı?

F|DEL cAsTRo RUZ: Perhapı it would be betteİ ifi explained more thoroughly my statement that it iı mor.lmportant to attain the objectives we have been discuıing
ıhan two or three revolutions, because thir great ;İİj;;rialist struggle of the entire Third World lr.r.n 

"İİ-J*significance 8nd impact.

. ln what sense do l say thaı this process is more imponant
than two, thığe o. four revolutionsİ Well, we hrr;;;;;;;;
the Cuban Revolution; l've alraady told you *hat h;;;;;;here: wğ found ourselves alone, iıolated, ,"J;ffi ;;receive help from far away placeı.

Then came the revolution İn Nicaragua and it didn't
even 

.set. fonh a socialist progr8m; it aobpted , ,r*rarnof .mixed economy and pluralism. lt tıelj open j".İ.*
folIowing the classical bourçois Iibgral tormula;'tİıe pr;;i;;;;
was elected by direct ballot. lf they had l,.lO .-Ütİ.", ,,they do in Great Britain, which alıo haı, bJrg";lİ;;
system, they would heve won 1(X) peıcent of it. *it, ,Parlaament; the opposition wou|dnlt h"r" ;;;-;;;gİ;

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



district. They did it in a classical manner: by direct ba|lot

"İJ 
İİ. *.tj in Parliament were allotted proportionaely

;;;İ;s-a the nurnber of votes obtained by each party,

İ^"İİ. Şlj" of a war and despite the yankee efforts to

*O.""" ,İl election. And the US won't forgive them:

il';liir.i 
-r*kaded 

and threatened - it's threatened

;H"İ;r: 
-Tomorow 

is already the 6th anniversary of

İİ. 'lli..lorr^ Revolution, The United State§ exploits

or, ı-ırtlon and all our economic weakne6ses, our depen,

;;;.;;;r. underdevelopment, and makes life unbearable

for us.'-' 
İİ',t 

"r" 
were a revolution tomorrow in Bo_|ivia, or Peru,

* in ,nv o,'İ"r-.o,ntry, what would happen? They could

İ*üİ. İ', surround it, threaten it from all §ides - it's left on

İ;;;n -l 
-;r, 

ıike in the Dominican Republic, they 
'n:,*,l'

well, unquestionablY there are countries in Lat'n Amerlca

"h;';İ; 
;.;cn that social change, a revolution, would

have tremendous consgquences,'*' 
W;;;r; seen what İs happening in Afıica; that situation

tas'aİre"ay led to revolutions, ln Burkina Faso, tormerıy

ljooer volta, there was a revolution, l know the problems

;";;; ;;; ,nderderelopm"nt anC poverty, ln Ethiopia

;;;;; " 
revolution. Angola won its independence as did

l'lor..Uİor.. And in that region, South Africa is or$nizing

-rrrt"r.*oırtionary 
bands; the clA is organizing mercenary

Ü"ar, Uİo"l."Ul"g and attacking here and there, wjth a big

;j;İ;; ; carro-t. lmperialism meddles in the political life

İİ1t u* countries. lt says to them: Look, l'm willing to

"ir" ,* something if you behave, if you comply; if yoı,ı

İon',, lll clout youon the head, And they send in mercenary

bands to make their lives unbearable,-- 
İr"ryon" can understand that if we wage this battle,

seek unİty and seek strength, we are,'waging this. battle

]'g.i".İ İ;p"İi.lism with vit;l demands for our people, and

İJr tne immediate attainment of these goals, l clearly see
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that this now has priority ovor th8 obiective of on6, two,
three, four or five revolutions, which would have to survive
under very difficu|t conditions or be crushed by imperialism.
That'ı why l haven't tho 3lighte§t doubt that thiq h8s priority.

Now, let's suppose we don't win this battle, İtıat İhe oebt
isn't erased ,from memory - as the dictionary of rynonyms
says - that thore is no New lnternational Economic order.
that nothing iı gained, that thir catastropha continues. Then
thera will bo many ravolutionı and the 3ubjactivo condİtions
will a6€l€rate, they will acceleratg. ln rcme cs3os the
3ubjğctive conditions halp create ths oth6r conditions. Cuba
iı ın example. cuba's situation wag not ğVen a shadow of the
tragedy of many countİie§ today. The subjoctivo factor
influanced the other one; but at pres8nt the objgctive factor
will influonce the gJbjectiva one. And it's seen in this snow-
ba|| that's gathering momentum, this landslide, this volcano.

l've been to a number of meetings: of women, of differ-
ent sectors, of journalists. Right here there was a iouma|-
ists' meeting - moı€ than two hundred Laün-American
joumalists. There l saw an almost unanimous opinion, a
unanimous idea on thase problems. That meeting was very
similar to this one. The women's mseting - the documents
are available heıe - was a|so very similar to this meeting. The
rgsults of the bro8d politİc€l m9€ting remain to be seen.

l have never seen ideas develop as thes€ have. And why?
|t's because ıiıo are facing an onormous crisis. lt's'not be.
aıuse th6e ideas ere well expressed br because they meke for
pleasant reading. To read good literature one c8n go to
Cervantes: Don auixote will always be a valuable and
interesting literary work. These ideas are developing because
there is a severe crisis, and they are developing very rapidly.

l would siıy these meetings are ample proof of this,
especially this meeting and the report you have adopted. l
say this is a qualitative leap forward. l remember when the
comrades began talking about this meeting in Guadeloupe,
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in the Caribbean, to dıscuss these qu6tions, and Vei$
proposed it be he|d in october. l suggested it be he|d ear-

lier. There $rere other meetings already being planned: the
women's and the iournalists' meetings, and the broad meet,
ing at the end of July. l told Veiga that, an my opinion.
october would b€ too latej even if it mear6 an enormous
amount of work for us among so many tasks and engage-

ments, l want you to know that these meetings have all been

organized in less than four weeks -- in less than four weeks!

And they have taken place in a period of only two months.
(APPLAUsE)

under no circumstances other than tho§e of a true cıisis
could this have been possible. And the fact§ are demon,
§trating how easily and quickly these subiective factors can
be eııolved, in İhe midst of a crisis, if we work. on the
other hand, if we leave everything to occur on its oıırın,

spontaneously, to blow up, to explode, then nobody will be

able to foresee what is gıoing to happen or hoı it will happen.

l believe p€ople can exert a great influence on historical
events and proc6ses, if they see the situation clearly and act
in an intelliçnt manner.

you are well aware of thls: so ere the intellectuals. l've
alreedy talked with many; l've talked with doctors. There

was a meeting here recently that was attended by more than

15m Lrtin-Amer ican doctof§, many of whom worked in
private cllnics. l understand their way of thinking, because

they sec how the children ere dying; they knorıı why and

how 
'hey 

are dying; they know how many c8nts it take6 to
saıc a human life and that there isn't even that amount.

We must work with thg doctor§, the tsache6, the prof€6-

sionals in general. Sorrıe of them serve imperialism, but a

great maiority of thoee sectorg identify with the tragic fate

of our peoples. Hence l beliwe that man can influence

ovenE dopending on the way he intarprotg thsm and the

lines he follows.
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Those of us who harı p9nicipated in üis ,n€€tlru ih allits sesions, feel our optim ism b justi fied with İegard to th8possibilitİes. of nıaking swift progress in the creation ofsubjective conditions foİ this struggle in the fiBt ptace. İthınk the objective conditions will also contİibute to bringİngabout social change§ in one way or another. But l dontthink this is the time to raise that banner, at least lcan'ıraise it because that would go against the efforts to bıoadenand unite the forces for waging this battle and that, inopinion, ıs fundarnental at this sügB. That is what willcreate the cond itions to attain indep€ndencs conditionswhich will truly a|low for socia| cha without the olephant crushi ng us. withQt them wanting to annihilate usfor it.

. The subjective fıcton are lıgging behind but ] üink thiscrisis itself will step up the devİİop-m."t.ltl,"* rrüİİİŞfactoıı

CHAIRMAN: The comrade from Bo|ivia.

_. .+N_GEL ZA8ALA {COB, Bo|ivia}: Comrado Co,n ndanbr|o9| (İEtro, Comrıde Roberto Veiç, comrıdeı ıll: onbahılf .of ttr dolo$tlon of the goliJlan W"rĞ a;;;Tıldo 
_Union wı w|ıh to oıp,rıı oı.,r gırtltud. to all ouııJtln.Amadcan ınd crıibbran fıllow wortın foı thı ııopon ınd ıolidtrlty you hıvı offııtd uı ln tı llnıt ııpoİ.

.l! .wolJld t k ı long timo to lnalyıo ıçln ln *tıİİ oı,İıctlvitlaı in rog!ıdı to th. mobillzıt|o. ,r.lr.r" cı"l"İ oJİto raach a cornact poıitio.r. Wı Boliviını tnow tııi ttııfor.ign dabt ıhouldn.t b€ pıid rfid * .;;Ğ; *;;
actionı ,o thst our gorr.mmgnt §ume this poıitimi

l would |ike to rofer to somo commontr rnade by theinternational p.63 on tha connection ttıev estıtııııı *tıııe,,
drug_traffic and who promoEs it, and horv i.p"rİİll,r-r*
thls i§uo to interfere directly in or, .cono.y b' ;;ryÜ
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o|.!t miıiüry op..ıtıonı in cocaiıı+growiış area. Thiı iı
only a corııınç.mt ı sJ.Jtion.

on oııı occııigı, thr unıtad stıtr. cıfriod otıt ! military
opantıon in üıe tropicc ır9as of our country in saırü of a
fımoıı drug daı|ır çıllıd Roberto 9ılroı. This drug deıler
moda the following propo§ition: he ıaid he was willing to
surnnd3r to thr Am6ric.nı if they condoİEd the entirğ

foıeign dobt Of coırı, noitho, ocgJrred.
But wtıat cıught anr attentıon later ws that the int,r,

n.tional pre§ pointgd out that Cube wG actıng as a bridge

in üe promotion of diug traffic. So, rve woııld like Coman-

danta Fıdel cıstro's commgnıı on that

F|DEL CASTRO RUZ: On what? On Cuba? On Su6-

rez? ln regard to 8oliyia? what sp€cifically?

ANGEL ZABALA: On üe problem of drug traffic and

its baring on these economies, not only 8olivia's, but there

coııld be other .aaliti6.

FIDEL CASTRO RUZ: You can't imagln€ the ea* of

mind with which rrt laugh at üe§e 3ort of accıJ3atiorı§ wıth

wtıiü imperialism tri6 to smeır Cuba. An ampl€ response

to this, among other thingE, will b6 print€d in anolİıer book

,t i* *iıı bı publiıhad in Unitgd st 6ı. som,üing on thiİ

cım€ orrt in Hayboy, but nat e concırt, r,ıpön3o, ln the

İİııt p1.o l tolj thcm that, ,3 i rule, thay ı,Erg inconigible

|iııe; cYnlcı wtıo uıe liaı 83 ı politicıl tool, j'{9 9-Tt,y
---tÜıe iın't a ıingla onı in tho world - hıı Cube's cleın

rocord ln regprd to that 9robl6m.
l remembor when wa wer, w,ging oıır wır in tha Siern

llaestm İorntainı. We had already beon theıo for months

and months, mora than a yeaı. and tho p€a$nt! w8re coop,

;;;;;İh'r, extrrordinarily in eııery way; a gıoat nlm_!,r

;İ;' ;; oıır friends ind served a3 rpslsngon and
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0ııkİı; ımc infiıtrrİed Grr.'|ıY ılnaı Üİy *üil .vtry-
wtr6İa ınd brorght uı $pgli.ı ınd ıooı ıınıı lut
theı€ was somethİng lv" didn't kno*: İYtrıı of ilıaril füf.
ficked in rnaıiiğsna ınd ırıany pÇ3ına crlkiyıbd ıt ltot til
of them did it, but some dıd. we didn.t knotv thıt ıll tlıose
beautiful plants that seemad to ba rıiad to pror.ida jıade for
the coffee vınre marijuana. Wa had pcd doıaı of times
througüı ,n8ny afrss where up to 8n anüre hocıııt wa3 §on eİj
with coffe€ and marijuana ,nd we didn'ı knou, it Whıt a

colı thet w8s - or peEsant di3cr€tion: not
one of those peasants aıer said a word about it, though they
had gr€at trust in §. Maybe it was out of r6pect, ıince we
ı,v€re almost wholly dedicated to the war. They themselve§
didn't conzume that product, but it b,rought them more
money than coffee. Many of tho§e ski llful guides üv€re tiı€
same people who had been deceiving or bribing the suthor-
itie§ for years. The war would end ın about iix months
- thi3 wa after Batista's last offetsive, which waç disastrous
for his army. we weİe m(n/ing full speed ahead, Then rıııe
discove red that tho.e fields were ıhere and that a number of
those who were helping us lvere the oııners of those fielĞ.

At that time, there was no such trade the war had
disıupted werythi n9. We had a civil administration office
and a comrade from the Morement suggssted we t8ke strict
mea§uıEs against those crops, measures whİch would neces-
sarily affect, even from a moral point of view, the peasa;ts
involved in that who had cooperated with us without our
knowing in the least that it was marijuana...those fields,
those trees; there were ırnny, we discovered many. l tolJtİe
comrade: "Listen, not a chance...don't .r.n ,.ntion trkİn|
repressive measures against those who grow .arlirana, noİ
here, in the midst of a war.'' I said: ''Listen, l"İr;;İ'r;;İ
this war is over, and when it's over we'll take .J"qruİl
measures to wipe out all mariiuana growing and prevent
mari.|uana traffic and use in the country.'' lnJeeO, wİıen the
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war wlıs over vve peFuaded many pe8sanB to dartroy tho

cİo,p6. conditions changed; theY bec8me o,,ne6 of Üeİr
land, were granted cred'it, given schools for their children,

medİcal care, roads, means of transportatibn, befter living

conditions, and wery possibility to improre their economies,

Thus, in uur country there was some marijuana use, gam,

bling casinos; certain people used cocaine, though faİ fewer

than in the united states and other countries nowadayı"
ln our students days, we were already hearing that such and

such politician, or sanator,, or even the President o' the

Republic, was using cocaine, (LAUGHTER) Corruption was

widespread within the Government so it could have been

true.
Yet, l remember that there was none of that among the

students, that custom didn't exist. Among the 15,000

university students of that time - betw€en 1945 and 1950 -
l never knew of a single case. when the Revolution - moral,

istic as all revolutions are - wiped out marijuana growing

completely, without affecting any pea§ant, the traffic of

rn.rilr.nr-*a, easily eradicated in the country, As for as l

know, except for small amounB purchased for the pharma

ceutical industry through an intemational orgnization, not

a single gram of cocaine has Entergd th8 country throughout

all tİasa yearı of Rwolution..,unl$8 wg montion what r^ıo

;;; ;İ.J from drug daalan who hıd tho miıfortııne of

."ri"s İ" Crb. by adidant. l don't know of ı ıinglı cııo of

.o..in-a ura in 8ll th6ra yearı of Revolution - ınd l be|iaıa

|'m rather wgl|,|nformed of what gooı on ln thlı ctuntry -
noİ, .lngl. cas6; nor a single instınca of corruptlon rolabd

to Oİug İraffic, not a single cı§a; nor of a ıinglo official

having 
-been 

brİbed for thi3; nor of a single policeman haıing

been 
-bought; 

nor of a single penny entgring this country ıs a

result of irug traffic. on the contrary, due to that moİalism,

.nJ İna .onrtrnt surveillance of the coasts where spies and

.İ..v-.g""" could sneak in, we captured and confiscated
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every sing|e ship that carried marijuana. No large amounRof cocaine were found becausa they hrr* .or";'o";;;;;;;
means for transponing it: evgn çarrlr..lr ana snippiİg lı:nes.Hovrıever, 

_over 
these years, we havJfound ."a *İ.5j'lİr?"r-

imately 50O kilos, and almost 250 tons of rn.r,ir.İ.. İİİ...Uln alrp|anes that were forced tö land because orl"İl, oİtr"lor mechanica| failure; in ships that ,""." ço...J'tİ' ,İ,naground or were stranded on our shores.

. we have the statistics - and l have shown them to someUS legislators: the total figure comes to some 3OO peoo|e
captured and convicted from 1975 to 1984 alone.. ;;;İ&
U S citizens .. over 50 vessels and aorens ot 

";çlan", t .r. İ*].ıseized -. almost all registered in the US. O;r;.;;;;';-tN,
matter is f lawless, though we had no obligation *;r;;;;.
We.acted out of respect for our own country, for our coun-try's good name and b€caus€ it is simply . rjrl""ipl. Jİİ.Revolution.

. . 
They had blockaded us and we would have had the moralright to counter their criminal blockade -- ;;;;";';;

struct§ the sale of medİcines to u§ - by cuıtivating ar""ıı"it
marijuana fie|ds fitted with irrigation uquip.""İİİJİ#İ.
izers - they would harıe been the Uert in.tt" *o.İa, ;;,j;;(LAUGHTER) Because we know a liftle about aqrİculturE
and we could have done it: but that 

'l,.rgt ' ""r"İ...rrr;to us.

_. 
We could have grown tropical cocaine -- there sre Vari-etles. and species that grow perfectly well in the trooics.Yet it never occ,ıJrred to us to do.o. l'Uelier" *e 

-*lrİİ;;
had 

.the moral right to do so vis-i-vis u 
""rn'.y 'l,.İ'İrŞen€d and blockaded us. But not even for thbse conslaeıations did it ever occur to us to j"i, i" th;-;;Ö';;;;;

business.

. .l remember that in thğ early days of the Revo|ution wehad a lottery, it was a §ource oi ,*.nr"; v.t,'*-;;;:ious to ban the lottery. ln the first İJ;;;';İİ;

83

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



84

Rovolution, lpuüıt o,, rıoııtmü of lndlvlüıdl ınıdı tholı

İ;';;r'r" İ;torv -a wıj hıd no ottıeı iob,tooff,ı, at

lİİ",İlrr* r»r"ıor", fmm ı rimplc ınoney rıfflc,_n tumcd

tte ıotery into a savirrgs and hotısing oİgrniıİtio,l, wlgl

;; ;;İ, 
"oİİ""*a, 

uıt built housing and ı?teı ıorrıe years

;; ;;;İ; who bought the ıickets got üelr moıpy beck,

W" ,.İİ"i""a the cas' prizes, h,t th6y boc"ııo lom,thlng

;',ı; ;İnş bonds, and t'he Statg |gt out in üıt bıiıpıı
İrİ, 

-". 
İİa ..n.g. to do away with ltr gımbllng natuıo

until we abolished it
All oamblinq casinos rwrg closed for good, But for a

"rrU"r 
lİ v..İs, while the lotory waı §till played, we

,.""İr"O İr"lr"Oİ ot offen from yankeo mafiü, amountlng

to millions of do|lars a month - for the Ra,olution, not lor

.rİ*lro, *."r* they had too much rıipact foı !, t9 t1
i. urin"'"r. with tıat money v\,e cou|d hrve he|pcd 

_the
İ*olrtion".y movement, buy medicines,.9l T-y "_T."i
İtİİg.. Sra'*. nargr acc€pted it, What did they want ın

;İ 
-İ; 

know the winning number o{ üe lottery in

;;;. İo, *", all illegal lotteries in the US were based

""'İta-CrU"" 
lottery number that was picked r^,eekly, The

ÜS İ.İ., t"o*ing how hone§t the lottery was here after

;; ;;;,* oJ tl,. İ*ol,tion, and that the winning number

".r'""İ.İl, 
Orawn by technical means on 

'h: 
d,y :l.,:l,

İrİİl.."J exclusively by chance, sent messages 
'9 

,: *l1g,
ıajo, 

^o 
*" don't want you to cheat, we iust want you to oo

tnl same thing, only one week in advance and let us _know

İİ. *""l"s nJrU",İ. They offered us millions and millions

ot Ooll...,ln times that were truly hard for the Revolution,

Srİ;" Jİa not look for moralistic pretexts to accepi that

.on"v, *" stood firm and have followed that polıcy İor

26 Vears.*'-;; 
then, the anti-Cuba campaigns are the most solid

oroof of the US Government's cynicism, They cannot sav

l İİ"v-""n never say nor demonstrate - that a single penny
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hı mr come into thiı country, ınd in 26 yeafs; there isn'tı .ingb lartanco of ı corrupt. bribed officiaİ involved in İhis
kind of hııines. That i§ th6 whols. real. nlstoılcal İrutl.l woııld noıar oll you ıi lie, nor would we ever tell the
pcople a lie, wer. And our people know that very we|l.
And rve wou|d have had rea§on to adopt anj, such measures,
aren to say so openly, but l believe we were wise in not doing
so. l beliew imperialism would have taken good advantage
of rcmething like that; it would have said what it now saİs
so slanderously: that we want to poison the youth of the
Unit€d States. Now then, what other country can say for
itself what l have said about cuba? can the Government of
the United state§ say it, when it alİeady has marijuana fields
in 48 §tates? They grow marijuana in tree nlrseries, in ı./
greenhouses, everywhere. ln the main, marijuana no longer
goes from Latin America or Jamaica to the United StaĞs.
this is ever more infrequent because, actually, th"y g;;; İ;
in the united states. The endeavors of that Goveınment
have already become a yankee protectionist measure in favor
of marijuana,

Another thing; cocaine. l was saying to a journalist that
in the end they are going to produce it synthetical|y. Not
much later, rcmeone - a US newspaperwoman - told me that
they have already obtained synthetic cocaine. They'ıl do as
they did in the case of rubber, as they did with vanilla, and
as they did once with synthetic fibers or copper wire: they
replaced it wıth optic fiber in telephone lines. And that
is what they'|l end up doing with cocaine: produce it syn-
thetically in secret laboratories. I was even told that they
made it so ıtrong that some guys used a normal dose and four
or five died. ıt was about six times stronger than the natural
one. l was not s.ıçrised because, in the end. . . when F|eming
discovered penicillin. he extracted it from mold, and it wai
nroay...............99a ıhat way for many years. But for b long time now,
penicillin has been manufactured synthetically, and it's much
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better and purer than that obtained from mold. Ttıey|l| gn6

up producin9 pure cocaine because they€lso have the ehemist§.
and all the means, and alı the resources to produce it, and

they're going to produce it; they'll end up doing it because

sıJch a system is incapable of banning mariiuana, cocaine; of
destroying the mafia, which is inherent to a system gqreıned ,

by the harshest mercantilism.
Now then, there's a substantive aspect to this problem:

the United states created drug traffic; imperialim created

it, the consumer society, with the money they ,teal from us,

with the money they plunder from us. Pan of it they invest
in weapons and the rest in drugs. And they were ıhe ones

who created the market, the inİrastructure for drugs, the

entire mechanisın: the p|anes are ya.ıkee planes; the ships

are yankee *ıips, the dealers are yankee dealer3, they are

the ones who set up the whole mehinery. They are ıncapable

of eradicating marijuana within the United stat6 and they
dare to come with their arrogance and demand that the
Latin-American countries accept their policemen, chemical
means and weapons to destroy it, and even de§troY the
p€asants' traditional cocaine f ields.

Noui then, in my view - and lh8ve meditated on these

thinş -- not even on this que§tion have the Latin-American
countries followed a colrect policy. Why? Because that

market and that network created by them became a,üJrce
of invisible hırd currency for a number of Laün,American
countries that obtained more hard currency in this way thEn

through exports. l won't name names, but you knoıı they

exist, and you knonı well how much each country gets,

including Bolivia. l have data on the exact amount of hard

"rr.anay 
they brougt in through those channels, how muc*ı

each country kept, how much fled the country; there are

many specialists there who know this problem well,

Üith its ri"es, the empire built a market that not onlY

constitutes a source of hard currency but that already sustains
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millions of p6asans. With it§ eternal mania for demandingfrom Latin-American and Caribbean .ornİri"r;;;; l.unable to do in its ovvn country, and with its traditional
arrognnc€,.it is only further aggravating the econom ic probİeİoı a numb€r of countri$ and creating serlous dial andpolitical problems in a number of countİies, U"*rru İ-iİli.n.
::.p_...!_|" 

have been dıagged by US society İ,;İİİ;İ; ;;r.,,goİı that crop. l know of places - l don't want to nar"
countries - where valleys were traditionally pıanteo wittı
corn and all of a sudden the on|y thing grown th; l, poppl"r,
to obtain another type of drug: heroin. l *", norİİ..
that the poppy grew so ııııell in our continent. ı naa alııavs
heard about it being grown in Asia. 8ut, tl,inl .uort İİi'rl
how much does a peasant earn growing one heğtare or comlHe would eam ten tiırıes mqe if 1E cJltivat.a.l"* rqr..".j§F o' poppy. Thİy have masively İorrupted ttıe cltjİinİof these countries and have made drug tr.tıİ"İi"g İ,;'İirİİİ-
hood of millions of peasant families.

lf..this is.a reality, if they are to blame, if they are re-
şonsible, what should the attifude ot l-atln-amerıcan
countriB have been? Precise|y what we told a journaıist wtıo
asked about all these matterc. l told him: Vou',*r"İt 

" 
on",

who created all this. lf they said to u3: we t rre tt i. ,Joİcİİoİ
p.oblom, this coıruption, wa can't provent it, tıelp us; lf tne|
appealad to us morally for help, we can be morally ready to
Tlp tt.., But this problem cannot be settleo Uv şİjlİg
chemical products and şraying equipment, trainino oolice]
men, sending weapons, or blackmailing goİemme_-nİs anO
countries. You arr to blame for thi§ statJ oİ affairs; there aremillions of people whose livelihood depends on İt lr. "İ"have no other means of making a living. rnu .n*uİ, 

'iİ
e§Pırc€. was: We could be ready to help you, but İor eight,
te1, fifteen years you will have to make an annual donat-ion
of billions 

.of dollars to sıjppon millions of rarıııes, wnoıe
ıegions and countries affected by the problem vo, ",."İJ,
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and to prwent a wor§ening of the economic problem§ in

the region.
lLlieve this would have b.en the right attitude: to

submit an economic demand and not accept guns, sprays,

and the §tarving of peasants to solve a problem it created

bY iGelf. l honestly believe that we haven't had dignity

"norgt 
to propose the corİect solution to the problem of

drug 1raffic in the correct terms: as a §eıvice to the people

of the United States. (APPLAUSE)

CHAIRMAN: Comrades, there may be more quest'ons,

but l think this is enoughl We'rre been here for quite some

Ioun. l tninl< we stıould İhank comrade Fidel, , , (APPLAUSE)

F |DEL cAsTRo RUZ: l won't make a şdech, comrades,

ı iust'want to add a few words and say that l have tried to

arİ*a, ,ow questions. l have spoken at length at times

;;r*,' perhaps instinctively, l thought it necessary to do

; ;; ;r" topics, to clarify some things, We have been

working for hours, we are all somewhat tired,"-'İ 
,i-mplv ,rrnİ to oy, in farewell - though lknow that

.-y ot yo, will be with us for the next few day§ and that

;;; ;İ İou will attend the meeting on the 3(hh - that it's

u"an , s** honor for us to have you in our country, lt's

;;; ;Ö encouraging and l want to expre§s our gratitude,

İ;' ;;; ,"p".t alv stated your gratitude for.the kind

attention you've received from our people and all the com,

,.İ., ,l"'have been with you, But actua|ly, we are the

ones who must express our gratitude to you for having

defied the slanders, the lies, the machinations, the pressures,

.nJ-trring come to Cuba. Thanks to your attitude, this

.ont.r"*" ,- which l followed word by word, hour by hour,

minute by minute, second by second - has been.a cjcces§,

İre U."n'a."plv impressed and, as l said at the beginning,

İ ;;;;rr; .'"İ"., id.. of the talent and the cultural and
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political awareness of the Latin-American and caribb€an
trade union cadre.

l have heard words more lively and direct than l recall
ever having heard before, and l am certain that these effons
will have historic results.

|'ve sometimes been accused of being an optimist. Some
comrades remember when a number of us - seven armed men .-
were re-united after our iniıial setbacks. After reaching the
place we had to get to, l told them: '"v\re've already won the
war." And we were seven men. Some comrades say that out
of reşect they said nothing, but that they did not share my
outlook; they found my words bizarre. ln the end, time
went by and we won the war.

That's why l'm not afraid of being an optimi§t. Life has
taught me not to be afraid of being optimistic. l don't
believe l am simply being an optimist if l say and state my
conviction that this conference will become an historica|
event for the future life of our peoples, which Manf called
Our America, and for the Third World. Because, a§ l said,
this continent is the region oİ the world that can becom;
leader and standard-bearer of this struggle.

Today we are also convinced that among the various
sectors and. strata of the population, the working clas will
be the leader and standard.bearer of this historĞ struggle.

We have been meditating on all these problems-İor
years. Today we are witnessing the possibility for progress
and victory becoming rea|ity.

There's a basic idea and l will state it before l say good-
bye. An imperial principle has existed since tne tlmeİ oİİtıe
Romans: "Divide and conquer.'' lt's been the tactic tollowgJ
Dy.each and every empire, and that is why they attempt to
olvld€ our peoples, they try to divide each and every people.
Funnermore, they try by all possible means to divide the
workers among themselves. And if the motto or pıinciple of
the imperiali§ts is to divide and conguel, ttıe priniiplgiilfe
worker§ must be: uniteandwin. (PRoLcjNGED nİplaÜ§İj
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l am inflnitıly grateful for the honor of having had yo.ı

in our country, for the trust you have shown us, for the

ğrcouragement you have given u3, and for the hours of
excitement and happiness we've *ıared during these last

few days.
Many of yoıı, in ending your gtatements from this po,

dium. said: "Join rııe in saying. . ." l ask you to ioin me in

repeaıing th€§e words that have been the slo$n of 26 years

of Revolution. thiı time not for Cuba, but for Our America;
for each and eırcry one of your homelands, for our peoples

who haw so many things in common. The slogn is:
pattia o Muenet
venceremo§l
(oVATloNı
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Este tıtulo tue impreso en el estab|ocimiento ..Fedeİico 
Engel9''

de la Empresa Poligrdfica deı cc de| Pcc.
8oogto d6 1985,
"Aio del Tercer Congreso''
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