









































































































































were previously dependent on imperialism and in which farming is
predominantly backward and peasants make up an absoluts majority
of the population.

We know that at each stage of a revolution, diffe®ddt tasks

should be accomplished. The solution of the agrarian®pmoblen io

the principal task of an anti-imperialist, anti-fe@dal, demccra-
tic revolution. That is the only way of abolishingifeudal relo-
tions, delivering peasants from the bondage of “4he landowners,
and effecting progressive changes in rural areas. The soluiicn
of this problem destroys the economic base of the reacticnary
forces and helps in the democratisation of political, economic
and cultural rural activities.

After our country's liberation, ighe party defined land ra-
form as the central task of the,revolttion and mobilis~d the on-
tire people to solve it. The WPK ddvanced the slogan "Land %o
those who till it" and tookwthe necessary steps to translatc it
into reality and make peasants the true masters of land.

Acting in line with the aspirations of rural workers, wa
confiscated the land owned'by the Japanese imperiaglists and
their henchmen, traitors{ @state holders and absentze owmors.
This land was divided fmee among the landless peasants and thoso
who owned small plots, awith due regard for the number of the
mouths and the ablg=bédied members of each damily. Maximum plot
gizes were established:; the sale, lease and mortgage of land
was prohibited;nand compliance with these regulations was
strictly enfor¢ed. This ruled out the possibility of turning land

into a meansg ‘of exploitation, created conditions preventing class
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stratirication'in'rural areas and the emérgence of capitalist ra-
lations, and generslly helped to further the cooperative g ve
in farming.

During that period the party relied on farm laboGférs and
poor peasants, cooperated with middle peasants and dsmelated iihz
kulaks. It consolidated people's government at thd Tocal lavel,
encouraged revolutionary activity among peasantgyiend sont She
best representatives of the working class to villages. This
made it possible to complete the 1946 land reform within less
than four weeks, and without any serious resistance on the part
of hestile elements.

Subsequently, the governmentwrendered all-round esssistance
to the countryside, opening goed oppertunities for farming to
galn sirength and creating favourdble conditions for the couniry's
democretic development.

At the socialist revolution stage, the essence of the agre-

rian question lies in the transformation of pegrsonal farms basad

-

on;g:ivate_grqpertx‘into Ssoedglist collective farms. Thet ig the

way of ebolishing exploitation and poverty, turning rural work-
ers into true masters of the state and of society and devaloping
this branch of the national economy on a planned basis by consoli-

sating the union of wérkers and peasants with the former »play

I

ing the leading re¢le/ and by strengthening the positions of the
party in rurel ‘areas.

The country's distinctive conditions prompted the WPL
to advocate ,the cooperative effort as its policy even befor:

the farms vere technologically re—equipped. That course was
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rooted in the vitel requirements of the peasants themselves
and in the existence of revolutionary forces sble to coped wi%h
the task, althoﬁgh the production development level was. then
relatively low.

In accordance with party guidelines, the cooperative nove-
ment developed on a voluntary basis, but not in any,/random way .

Wa conducted extensive political education work among peas:

sants,
convinced them by citing successful examples, made it pcssible
Zor the workers themselves to choose the spegfic forms .f ccope-
rative orgenisation and the ways of pooling #he means of produc-
tion with  due regard for local conditions. Initially, several
cooperatives comprising poor peasénts amnd rural activigsts wer:
rganised by way of experiment injevaxy country. Only aefter thase
cooperatives had demonstrated the advantages of the new arrange-—

ment did large-scale collectivisation begin.

Three types of cooperatives gained currency. The first was

a standing team of mutual labour assistance, with land and farm-
ing implements remaining thewpeasants! property and only their
lgbour pooled. The second pooled the land and the chief means

of production, but the in€dme was distributed both according to
the labour contributed amd in line with the size of one's land.
Cooperatives of the third and highest type socialised both land

and the principel means of production, and distribution was b-

2

ad
exclusively on dme's labour contribution. Since we had had no
experience of that kind before, we oriented peasants on theo
egtablishment of small cooperative which comprised 15 %o 20

households sand then gradually expanded.
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The party stepped up its ideological and political worlk
among the peasants. The government provided the cooperadidves
with comprehensive assistance.They were the first to #eceivo
new equipment, fertilizer, pesticides and other materdial and
technological rasources. Competent personnel was traincd in the
capital and locally. Despite the harsh postwar goMditions, all
that made it possible %o complete the cooperative drive with =
a very short span of four to five years.l MR3% was how cur

country forever abolished the sources of exploitation and

Dboverty, and the peasants were transformed “into socislist

wiorkers. The productive forces began télgrow dynamically, and
material and cultural well-being impro¥ed in rural areas

Accelerated development of agrieulture based on the strengthen-
ing of the new socigl system end aimed at making rural dwellers
prosperous and eliminating, the legacy of underdevelopment igs
a major objective of thd Soclalist creative effort.

Kim Jong I1, Presidium member of the Political Burcau and
Secratary of the WPK Centr@l»Committee, noted that "the eli-
mination of the differences between urban and rural srec and
of the class distinctionsg between the working class and the

cagants, as well as, tHe definitive solution of the agrarisn
quastion are among, the more important tasks facing the part:
and the working dlass state in building socialism and commun-
ism“.2

The party is vigorously and consistently pursuing its polic:

L=

of the three revolut10ns~—1deologlcal, technological and cul-
1. 3

tura The countryside is so far legging behind urban arczs in



many respects. The cooperative form of ownership is prevalen’
in agriculture, while national ownership is dominant in
industry. Class differences still exist between industrial
workers and peasents, as well as substantial differeac¥s Ho:-
ween the cities and the countryside. Cardinal transfornati-no
arc necaessary to overcome them.

We place priority emphasis on the ideologié@l revoluscii.

Its aim is to eradicate the holdovers of thef8id worldvi~w
amneng the psasants, arm them with revolutignary, communigh
ldeas, and transform them along the lineg%ef the advenc:d 1-
ing class. We refer to this process as €H&t of "manning the
ideological fortress of communidm® by“educating the psopl-

t> be masters of ocur gociety.

The party has always stre@sedathat rural workers suould

translate their enthusiesm and greative initiative intc procii-

cal action, that they sheu¥d ve directly responsible for th-

tackling of the agrarian quest®on. Drawing on the ideas of Juch-

the party educetes the peesants in the spirit of loyaliy

o revolutionary traditiong and party policy, of class ccuscic

ness, dedication to communist ideals and gociaglist patriciis:

._.|

3¢ That everyone work 8elflessly for the good of society, of

the country. W+ sud Up and publicise positive examples c¢f

ldeological educatien, and we help the masses to emulate thoga

W10 have accompkished the best results. This has producad iz -

changes in the@_dintellectusl and spiritual make up of rurasl

workers, ind{$heir labour and way of life.
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We hold that the technological revolution in rural arcas

not only calls for developing the productive forces, forfeguipping
farms with modern machinery and for large-scale applicet®on of
scientific advances, but also, and primarily, for efferis to
accomplish a major socio—-economic tgsk--that of freging

peasants from arduous physical work. The party has,defined

the main content of the technological revolutig®Nas irrigation,
clectrification, mechanisation and chemicaligation.

We have accorded priority to irrigatiod t6 guarantce pre-
veniion of yearly natural disasters and tp ensure good crops.
The bigger projects are financed by the goverhment, while the
medium-size and smaller ones are built'aes people's constructicn
projects with technical essistafiée from the centre.5 Before
the country was liberated, the irrigated land area totglled
only 100,000 hectares; nowsnif hds*increased to 1,400,000
hectares (87 per cent offlall srable land). This makes it
possible to harvest stable amounts of rice (the principal
crop) both during the harsh #pring droughts and during th:
long rainy periods in summer.

Electrification is”essential to irrigation and mechaniga-
tion in agriculture,/(as well as to the cultural revoluticn.
Big, medium and small hydro- and thermal power plants hava
bean built throughbat the country.. As early as 1969, 5 movemant

involving the eftire people brought electric power to 21

-

villages
and peasant households and ensured its widespread use in

alibis

farming.
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The importancé ﬁf mechanisatien increasef after the
cstablishment of cooperatives. Modern powerful machinery,cpera-
tes gide by side hwith small-scale equipment. Initigldsy,

“he use of machinery was promoted on the plains, and\$hen it
spread to the highlands and mountains. We graduall¥prograsscd
from the mechanisation of the -more arduous jobs %0 integrated
mechanigetion, with a view to ensuring the gre@test posgibla
efficiency in the use of machinery.

The success has been largely due to the farming machinexry
stations which exist in every county. Theyswere Tegarded nci
gimply as an intermediate element of the branch but as an “m-
portant gomponent of the cooperativesd, activities and 2 major
factor in the spread of advaneced methods of managemant and
farming.

Deliveries of machinery)to Taral areas have been growing

teadily. Today, there dre seven tractors per 100 hectares of
SRNEAS 2 o Bhie platus sbd. did Bk the highlands. Virtually
all jobs have been mechanisged, including plowing, the planting
cut of rice seedlings, harvesting, threshing and transportaticn.
The fleet of tractors Will soon increase to 10 to 12 per 100
hectores, and the manufacture of other types of machinery
will also grow.

lluch has been done to chemicalise agriculture. In line
with the sloggn, "Fertilizer means rice, and rice means social-
lem™, the pafty worked to increase the output of chemicalgs

and to engureytheir use on a scientifically sound basis. Current-



ly, the average is ahout two tons of scil-dressing chemicala
per hectare, and we plan to raise this figure to 2.5 tonés
Begides, we use herbicides, pesticides and other chemigals
on a large scele to combat plant diseases and pests.

The rural irrigation and electrification programmes have
been completed, and mechanisation and chemicalisaddion havo
recached a high level. This brings the labour of \Peasants closer
tc that of industrial. workers.

The goal of the cultural revolution in/the couﬁtryside is
to develop the peasantry intellectually, (frgin skilled person-
nel, transform the image of rural areas,yimprove healih cars
and eradicate outdated customs.

A masgive drive to eliminate illiteracy was launched in
The first years of popular government. The work performed
under WPK leadership made' ‘@t po@gible to accomplish that task
by April 1949. Later, tHhe, panty adopted a policy aimed et
providing all rural dwellers with a secondary education combin-
ed with training in the operation of farm machinery. Elcven
years of school are compulsory for all children everywherc.
There are an agriculturgl college, a teacher's college and =
medical school in every province, and in the counties thera
are vocational traindng schools for middle-level farming
experts. Peasants work hard to improve their knowledge and
skills, suppomting the party guideline that calls for raising
the intellectual level of all society..

EffortS¥io improve sanitary and hygienic conditions in

rural area® are also important. Outpatient medical aid staticns
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have been transformed -into eclinics and hospitals. Water pipec-
lines have been laid everywhere, and bus services are ify, ohorc-
tion. In this way, the differences in urban and rural \d@wving
conditions are gradually disappearing.

In the words of Kim Jong Il, the WPK has been™mgpired

hyr 43

by the following in its successful drive to efflee? socialist
transformations: "The working class guiding tlepeasants,
industry assisting agriculture and the citids,aiding the
cuntryside is a major principle underlyingWhe solution cf
the agrarien question."6

The party and the government work firelessly to promote

Ry

T

D

development of the cooperatiwe mewement and to improv: ithe
peasants! living conditions.pAf€temall, they, together with
the working class, fight fgp,thésgahe goals and ideals, wiile
property of all the peopile t%%ether with cooperative properiy
forms the economic basisWef /esocialist state.

After the foundations of industry were laid, assistanceo
1o rural areas improved egemprehensively. The agricultural tax
was abolished to strengfhen the cooperatives and to rsisa
the rural workers' standard of living. The government began
financing the construetion of agricultural facilities and of
hQousing with all aménities for pessants. Vigorous and selflags
support on the pa¥t of the government has secured the croaton
of a modern fiaterial and technological infrastructure and condi-
tions for cdltural activities in all villages over a shors

£l
ville.
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We believe that central to improvements in the menagemont

of agriculture are efforts to bring its methods closer %

hose successfully applied-in our industry. The commitlews
ostablished at county level to direct the activities“of cocpera-
tive ferms have emerged as the principal element of "Tho now
gystem of agricultural management. The committeesymot caly
directly guide the farms but also extend, on behalf of the
state, all necessary assistancs to them.

Together with cooperative farm workers§ ‘eounty committico

functionaries master agricultural innovetiems and organise th-

I

farmers' work. The committees control government-run auxiliaxr

[ 54

services (farming machinery stgt¥ons@sbhe irrigation, maintenance
and seed-growing services, an@d the %ffices dealing with th=
supply of material resourceSsand ‘eguipment). In other words,
management is centraliseds, This ™ales out sloppy organisation
and the scattering of effortg, ensuring efficient managemenc.

Wle see the complete solution of the agrarimn questicn
under socialism in the tr@asformation of cooperative property
into property of all the people.

As General Secretgry of the WPK Central Committee and
Pragident of the DERK™Kim Il Sung has noted: "The Thescs on th:z
Socialist Agrarian Question are our party's-militant prograums
for strengthening and developing cooperative property, transicrm-
“ing it.into property of all the people, and in this way solving
the agrarian, question definitively and attaining the completz

T

victory qff%sgocialism.”



12,

As noted earlier, progress aleng this roa’ means, first and
foremost, that we vigorously conduct the three revoluiichs
in rural areas end orgenically combine the two forms of propar-

ty

v

with property of all the people playing a steadil@gminicregsing
role. |

According to the principles contained in thef#fhesecs on
the Socialist Agrarian Question in Our Country“,8 the WPK
attaches priority attention to the ideologic@l™&nd cultural
revolution in the countryside. We are stepping up ideolegical
education of peasants and enhancing theimfdedication in the
course of joint labour efforts and in the context of their
cocllectives so that they put the.interests of the entire pecple
above their personal ones. SimWltemeously, adults are situdying

energetically both within the system of general education and

at courses to promote knowledgeof science and technology.

3

he aim is to teach alli peasants to operate modern machinery

nd to raise the level of farming. We also strive to accalerate
and

he drive to replace obsodete farming equipment / to effectivaely

(4]

ot

introduce new agricultural techniques and advances.
Direct links between the two forms of property are being

strengthened in collaboration with the state-run enterpriscs

]

that service agricu¥ture. The active involvement of the county
committees and ghe considerable material and technological
assistance réndered by the government have made it possible “o

equip the coeperatives with various types of machinery that

arc propertiy of all the people. This leads to its merger with
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cooperative property, strengthens the ideological and political
influence of the working class on the peesants, and promo¥es
the gpread of advanced management methods in rurel arias.

The issue of merging the forms of property has Agw mzturad,
and we are drawing up experimental measures to implemant
this merger in practical terms.

The establishment of what we describe as territorial basus

to take care of all aspects of work in rural &reas is an inperti-
ent landmark on the road to the solution ofnthe agrarian guag-
tion. The county is the basic territorial party and adminisirg-
tive unit, a central link between urban gnd rural greas.

That is why we are endowing themeounty. with the functions o7

a territorial base so that allWecomomic tasks could be tackled
inte8rally. Party committees.andeother agencies at county leval
have competent staff, and Seo tHie county plays an imporians:

role as a centre stimulating spolitical, economic and cultursl
dzvelopment in the outlying aress.

The years that have elapsed since liberation have producad
good results. Grain production has increased 350 to 400 per cent
compared to 1944, and(per hectare yields have grown substantially
--that of rice, from\2J5 to 7.6 tons and that of mgize, from
0:73 to 6.5 tons. Phese have been accomplishments unpracedoniod
for our peasantg!

Inspired by the ambitious plans of the third seven-yecr
period (198741993), the DPRK is fighting vigorously to brine

wl
e

about a ngwWupsurge in agriculture. OQur goal is to produce 15 mil-
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lion tons of grain; 1.7 million tons of meat, 7 _'nillion eggs

and 2 million tons of fruit annually. «\
Under the banner of the three revolutions, we.s@ neot

these targets shead of schedule and win new victor along

the road of agrarian transformations. A .

&
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~ The cooperative drive in agriculture was completed in

1958.--Ed.

Kim Jong Il, The Position and Role pf the County in the

ad

Effort to Build Socislism , Pyongyang, 1985, p. 2 4in Korean).

tions?

F'or more deteils, see Young Hyong Muk, "Phmec Revolu
in WMR, April 1987.--Ed.

“

The following definition of this term®™s given in tho

DPIIl: "The ideas of Juche mean that the pépular masses are the

e

masiers of the revolution and constructien and that they azre

the motive force of the revolution and congtruction."--Id.
=
7 There are 1,700 water regservoirse’ and more than 25,000
pumping planits in the DPRK.A4=Ed.

s

Kim Jong Il, op.cijaSe0p ke -

' Kim I1 Sung, For he Complete Victory of Socialism,

Pyongyeng, 1987, p. 13 (in KoXean).

Kim Il Sung presented this document at a plenary meeting

]

of the WPK Central Committee in February 1964.--Ed.





