






CC Statenıe.ıt madeot7th June 1989 on

Anending the Constitution
and early general elections
The leadership of the ruling Motherland Party (ANAP)
reit rat d its call on the oPposition parties in the Parliament to
d,iscus8 its pıoposals to amend the constitution. ThiE time the
proposal waı coupled with the view that the amendmende would
be enacted aft€r the elections (ırhenever they may be) and the
call for talks waa made in a formal way.

Needle88 to 8ay, one of the fundamental obotacles to
democracy i6 the 1982 Constitution end the intere6tr of our
country require radical chaıges in it. The conditiono for l\ırkey
getting rid of this constituüon are more favourable now moİe
than ever before.

Howeveı roany in ANAP leadership, certainly Prime Minister
ozal himself, have given support to the re8ime formed following
the t2 September ı980 coup, have taken active part in it8
running, have Participated in the preparation of the ı982
con8titution, and called upon the People to vot for it iİı the
ıeferendum held in the ehadow of bayonets. All democratic
circlee, TIP Crhe Workers' Party) and TKP (T'lıe Comnunist Party
who lateİ merged to form the United comğıunist PaIty of
T\ıİkey) rightly campaigned for voting "No" to the congtitution.
Uoder thi. Government which i8 now talking about amcnding the
con8titution, Dr Sargin and Mr Kutlu, imprisoned leadere ofthe
UCPI are being charged at Ankaİa stat€ security court with,
among othcr thing8, campaigning against the constitution.

on th other hand, the ANAP leadership, under the pret xt of
making democratic constitution, is also speling out 6ome

intentions which could Iead to consequencea damag,ing the
principle of separation of powers. Calling, on one hanğ for a
democratic constitution and, on the other, removing judicial
control over po§8ible violAtion8 of the con8titutio. by
govemments are i.compatible. ANAP's demand for a democıatic
con8titution and its desire for an unchecked and unchallenged
rule are contladictory vieıı,s contained in the proposaı8. The
conıtitution ghould be based on the idea of "stat of Law'.

In addition, it is possible ta s€e in theEe prcposals signs of a
political ploy aimed at avoiding possible eaıly elections. If the
Government i8 contemplating to gain time with üe8€ propooals in
order to boost its poo. 8tanding this ı^,ill only show that it is not
9incele about the constitutional amcndments.

For these reasons, ozal's proposals for con8titutional
amendments have been met with caution and euıpicion by
the parliamentary opPosition and the pİogİesaive public opinion.

The UCPT, although it shares these feelings, i8ofthe view that
it would be rvrong to push the proposal aside.

Some tecent stat€ments made by the DYP (Tiue Path Party led
by former PM Demirel) have led to concerDg amongst the people
for they representıd a concegsioon from gome democratic views of
this Party toward§ the 1982 con8titution. on the other hand, the
SHPe (the Social Democratic Populist Party led by Prof. Inonu)
stance that it will change the constitution when it comes to
power lacks a realistic basis.

ANAPs policy of con8titutional amendDent has raised doubt§
b€cau8e its oontent i8 unclear. It may also mean indefinit€
postponement of the early general elections that havğ become
inevitable.

on the other hand, the opposition parties' policy of hgving the
clections as soon as possible bearo the danger of overlooking the
uıgent issue of democTatic changes in the con§titution that

continuzd, on page 4

on 6ıh JürLe 1989, UCPT Deput! Presid2nt, Mehmet Karoİ.o, and
Deputy General Secrel,ary, ()sman Sahalsiz, issued, lhe folloıring
prc9s 

'İal2ınent 
on

Recent developmenLs in Bulgaria
İt is orly naturaı that the receat deveıoPments in Bul8aria have
Aroused a great deal of int İğst in T\ırkey. At a time whea in
EuıoP today the ten&ncy to rgdove tensioaa between ınilitary bloce
ia iocıeasing and no effort is spared to ıeach a coasenıuı based on
human rights, and when the peace pı€serving efforto of all socialiıt
couDtıieo, iDclüding Bulgaria, aıe highly a.claimed by all peace
loviag people, we obseı.ve, with deep conceın, the Ecent ptactices
of the Bulga.ian 8ovemment which aıe not in line üth the above
mentiooed ptlcessaıs.

As we have also broü8ht to the attentioı of the communist Party of
Bulgaria befoıt, the attitude ofthe Bulgarian govemment to*ards
its citüens of 1\ırkish ethnic oİigin is totally iacoİnpatible with
human ri8htg ard with the ideals of socid]ism which we defend.
Thi8 attitude of the Bul8arian 8overnment is harmful üo the
inte.est8 of the PeoPles of Tt.key and Bulgaİia.

It furthermore endangeIs the İ€alisation of the intended reformr in
actııdance with perestmika, glasnost and democracy in Bulgaria aı
well as the r€du.tıon of tensioı in the Balkans and clEation of an
atmospheİg of mutual tru6t and cooperation. These devclopments
alıo advetsely affect the pıocesses of democtatisation in ouİ
countty.

The ucpI wants tı reit€.ate that theıe is no other alt rnative büt t
solve the pıoblema thıough dialogue and oı! the basis of ıespect foı
huoao rights, and calls upon all foİces with comooı aense to rıoık
t ri,ard5 thi8 end.

As coamuni8t6 of Iürkey we believe that our traditional friend8hip
with our Bulgariao comradee pıovides u3 with the oppotünity to
coDtribüt€ t estebli8hiD8 süch a dialo8ue and *e declaıe that we will
do all in our powcİ to Prevent further tinsion between 1\ırkey and
Bulgaİia.

on 24th June 1989, the UCPT Central commiıtee issued the
following open Leller to the CC of the Communisl Parğ of China
ancerning
Recent events in china
Deaı Comtıdee,
we have ıearDt fıom the pİe6s that many J.oung people *,ho have beea
found 8uilty in rclation to the Ecent eı,ente in your country haııe been
executed aod that further executiods aİe to be expected"
Thcse young people may have carried out actiütie6 which arc

consideıed cıiminal offences accordin8 ta the larvs of your country
büt we believe that they have been punished ia a way not coopatible
tith pİ€s€nt_day coıdition8 and with c.ommon 8€nsıe.

The continuation of the executions may lead to d€epening t}h'
ıvouods opened by ı€cent €venta and crcate 8ap8 betıreen the
Pany and the peoPle that \f,ill be hard to bridge as the tioe
pro8rc88e3.

Please, dear comıades, stop the executions of these 5oung people; tlo
not allow them to languish in prisons. we ask this of you in the
name of humaaity aıd socielism, as a commuİ,ist P.,İty that has
been nghtin8 in ib own country under extremely diffıoılt
conütions for naıy decade§, as a Party many members of which have
languished in military jails, been tortuıtd and lost theiİ lives for the
grcat ideale of commuıism.
Political problems should be eolved with political methodı. As you

yourselves have pointed out, it may a8 ıf,ell have been the cağ€ that
antısocialist, .lunter-rclolutionaıy forceı have inliltrat4d the youth
ııho have staged peaceful, derooctatic demonstrations in Pebng. we
do not believe, howeveı that pıtblema pınminent enough to
mobilise hundreds of thousands of people can be oolved by violent
fucans,

We, comıauaists of 1\ırkey ı,ho have 8ılat tegP.tt for the hist .ic
gaios which the Commuaist Paıty and the people of Chioa have
achieveö would like t express our support for the developmeıt of the
pıncess of ıefoım and democratisation in China aad wish you every
suct€s8 in youİ work.

f

UCPİ'rğrgi

Fax:pubııshad BEM 6 stoko Road Nl6London 7x|ı- 44 923 902Iby N€wİngton Phon€/ ı (jn Britain)
45 410I] , 49+ m3 Fex 49 FadaralPhono:Molıkostr,, 340395,Dui§burg (in Germany}
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A new stage
and worke

trade union
actıvıtıes

ırı
rs ,

The trade union and woıkere' actiüties
that have etart€d in the period leading
up to tho 26 Maıch local elgctions and
have gince risen gradually remind us
of a wave coming from the depths of
the gea. This iE not an unexpected
development. It follows naturally from
the rapid impoverishment pİocess the
working people are going thıough as a
result of the au8terity measures of 12
Septeııber 1980 coup. Howeveı, the
dev€lopment of the movement and some
of it8 feature8 seem to be opening quite a
new Page in the history of the trade
union movement in T\ırkey. In the
actiona, the initiative and the creatiüty
of the rank-and-file iE moot noteworthy.
As for paıticipation, it can only be
deşcribed ag extraordinary. The
workers aıe unit€d in theiı woık places
and enter various actions as a well-knit,
solid body.

Furthermore, eince a eubgtantial
part of negotiationa involvee some
600,000 public employees, their
actions diİectly addre8s the
repregentative8 of the Government.
[ıorkerş chaıt elogaıs like "We are
hungry!" on one hand, and "Ozal mugt
ıeaign!" on the other.

Workeıs
below

poverty
line

If we take
the already
low workere'
wages of
1983 as an
index
number
equal to 100,
the aveıage
real wagesin 1988 has fallen to 56.66.
Even according ta ofricial statistics,
the workers have lo€t nearly half of their
wage8 in the courae of the lıat five
yeaİs.

The subetantial portion of the
workeı'g wage pays for essential
expenses like rent and food. Howeveı,
the npid fall in purchasing power of
their wages makeı worlring class
families unable to meet their essential
needs. For example, to be able to buy a

loaf of bread, a woıkeı had to work 19
minut€s in 1979; in 1987 this double<l to
35 ıninuteg. ln 1979, one kilogram of
meat waa worth fouı hours 53 minutes'
work; now, however, even a whole day's
work does not enable the workers to buy
one kg nreat and they have to work
overtime!

Iı short, working class families are
well below poverğı line to<lay.

According to a ıeseaıch conducted by
T\ırt-Is Research Centıe, the egs€ntial
kitchen expenses of a four-membeı
woıking class family has increased 29
fold since January 1980 and ıeached
TL 228,855 in January 1989. Anotheı
study (by ANKA News Agency) gives the
poverty line in December 1988 as being
TL 238,403. But, all of the 600,000
public employees involved in actions
were getting salaries of TL 150,000 a
month. In the woıds of a T\ırk-Is
official: "Workerg are waging a struggle

for life."

Restrictions oı trade union
activity

The 1982 Constitution and labour ]aws
enacted following the 12 September

1980 military
coup have
iınposed
extensive
restrictions on
trade union
rights and
actiüties. Ttıe
complaint
brought to the
ILO by the
i nternationa]
trade union
confedelations(wrTU,

ICFTU and WCL) against T\rkey not
complying with international
st€ndards of trade union freedoms is
8till on the agenda.

The new tr'ade union procedures
brought in the following 1980 coup have
furtheı ıestricted the already limited
right to strike, so much sothatitisno
long€r a right! This so-called right only
arises during the cöllective bargaining

continıred, on poge 6

Bulletin of the United communist Party of Ttırkey

Years No ofştrikes No ofworkers No ofwoıking
on stike days lost

1984
1985
1986
1987
1988*

4
2|
2l

307
143

4,947
ı94,296
234,940

1,961,940
1,057,550

TABLE 1: NIjMBER OF STRIKES ACCORDING
To YEARS.
Note : t until 13 October

.and crtalive üolkirs', dıtİıns.'p,7,

!'CoNVENTIoİ{,r,OB
,'DElııoünAcll ,,

YETANOTIIER
BLOODYMAYDAY

ER§§PBESSY

For the ftrst time ever,
representatiue* of a hrrnd, pol,iiical

s pectru m and, independ,ent
intellectuaİs came tıgethef ıo
discuss problems of bringng

democraey - p. 4.

EC-TI,JRKEY iIoINT
PARLLAMENTARY

coMMİ§sIöNMEElnüG
Sprin5 sessıon o1' the commissiın

held in Tlırkıy hns been a big
embdra\ment for the Türhish

gı}aefıment, a dİsappointmew {or
the Europpan|. p, 1,

NEYER ENI}ING İIEPSŞ§§IO§
INPnİsoN§

rmİİÜs or cwrent ineideİs
inwluuıg politı.gğ prisgıry,rc, p.2

,,"h2:üğii,in,iıİ*,,ür8t{9§:iÜ{r,'İneic::|:
is bress'ftiidoi üıniia1 But ilıa

]]]i,i]iğaJ'ı}::ıs;:,dfu 'idffi '*'üi+:E:]]|ia]i:i

36ı
2,4l0
7,926

29,734
26,202
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Mayor of Sanliurfa Mr Halil Celik of an ,unju8tınd unlawful "de facto informing of the anest of the ır,ritet Mt
neiah paıtigi (The Welfare p.rtv, p.o] sentence". _,The pıoüsion in the law for Yalcin Kucuk who has been arrested in
islamic) hae b.en in polıc. cuetody'ioi ır 9fe,ndinş the detantion period for up to recent times almost regularly once a
clays. ihe ıeason for }ıis d"t"ntion, as 15 days has not been intanded for thie month; artictes and reports reminding

""Y";.*h::'"Hir" other haıd, iE it right to have iiriü -i:,1'ö! § fftri g:}l'#;
reforms; I am against secularism.,, someone ı,ho says "I am not an Atahırk were detained about one anil a half

If ihis is the;nly chaıge against tüm, 8upporter, I.am a_gainst eecu-larigm" yeaİs ago; letters from the families of t
it i8 not very clea! unaer"*rııjı articıe oi sitgıs in the chair of the Mayor ? many oüer political prisoners, maybe

the Turkieh penal Code he will be This is an entirely diferent matter, not as famous, but in similar
charged. It is true, however, that'iiıere aıd 

. 
m,9_1sures to, prevent such conditiong... Many, many of them. But

.." --"rry articles under ,ı,ıaı. ,., eventualitieg are quite different. (...) none honours our demeracy we claim to
"woıd" pr-onounced may be ı"t".p."t"i Detaining Mayoıs, members of political be improving !

From the press

Front page editorial ftom liberol daily
Milliyet b7 Ntan Oymen
a7.4.89)

Detention

May Day, the intemaüonal day of
woıking class uniğı and solidarity is
an official day of celebration and
festiüties in soıne countrieş while in
others it is commemorated with
demonstrations and ralliee even tiıough
it is not an ofEcial day ofcelebration.

Itıere are, however, four countriee
in the world where l May ia banned
and working p€ople aıe not p€rmitt€d
to celebrate it officially or unofricially.
T\ırkey is one of them!

Despite the ban, the first masg
demonstİation on May Day was in 1976
when , under the leadership of DISK

aş a crime. Even eo, this can not be a
reaşon for detaining a suepect for 11
daya for "police inveotigation".

Has the "word" interpret€d by the
police oı the pros€cutor aa a crime been
utt€ıed oİ not? since the 8uspect gays
"yes" , what remaing t the police to
"investigate" ? Thke him to the court and
it i8 up to th€ jud8e to decide whether it
is a crime or not.

Unreaeonably delaying the hearing
ofa suspect before a court amounts to

(progıessive trade union centre, banned
after the coup) hundredş of thousanils
of workers rallied in Istanbul.

In 1977, the demonstration wss the
largest outside the scialist countries .

But this peacefu! demonstration was
turned into a blood-bath when secret
police atamped the crowds, ahooting
inörriminately and leaüng 33 men
and women trampled to death.
Hundreds were wounded and many were
detained in police celle.

This year, 12 yeare after the firat
bloody May Day, similar scenea were
repeated in letanbul. Police opened fire

paıties foı the woıds they say and
moıeover, extending the detention
period to its maximum liınit without a
convincing reaaon are not among8t
them.

Detaining people ... Arre§ting them...
Solely for the words they say oı
write...Keeping them under aneşt for
long periods without any reasonable
ground...

Exaınples of these aıe common place,
On my desk are a pıess ielease

on the workers who had gatheted to
participate in the -sti]l unofficial-May
Day Rally, killing a young man and
wounding 42. 400 demonstrators were
taken into custody.

In a written stat€ment the minist€r
of Interior defended the ban aıd the
Poüce action on May Day on t}ıe gıounds
that 1 May was no longer a public
holliday afteı an amendment in the law
made in 1982-

Opposition parties weıe united in
holüng the ıuling Ozal Government
directly responsible for the blood spilled
on May Day.

Yet another bloody May Day

'§Vhat about the prisons ? Aıe there any
improvements in the prison conütions ?"

This is a question asked by foreign
observerg over and over again.

RegTettably, the answer to it §till
remains negative despite all otücial
claims that demoracy has been restored
and human rightg üolations have come
t.) an ena[.

Following a seriea of hunger etrikes
involving over 2000 political prisoners
earlier this year, repression in T\ırkey's
prisons is still continuing-

lbtally unprovoked raid in Ankaıa
Centıal Pıison in April where 57
political prisoneıe were severely beaten
by gendarmes, leaving iive severely
wounded with broken riba and head
iış'uries, and tho 15-day hunger strike
that followed in prot€st of the attaclr,
attracted a gıeat deal of attcntion both
in T\ırkey and abroad. Amnesty
International issued an urgent
action/health conc€rn call for the
casualties, the Euıopean Parliament
also discussed and condemned the

attack. Hungeı strike was abandoned
when the prosecutor promised that he
would investigate into the mah*er and
eatablish the prp€tratorg of the attack.
1\yo monthg have gone pa8t, nothing
has been heard yet.

The days that followed cannot
exactly be called incident-free. While 49
political priaonerı in Amasya prison
weıe staging a hun8er strike in prote8t
of terrible conütione, represeion and
torture in the prison, their families who
went to the Miniatry of Juetice to
conv€y their imprisoned relativee'
pıoblems were detained and tept in
custody for several days in difficult
conditione.

The latest example of such pıactices
comes from Nazilli prison. The
ıepıeasive and inhuman actions of the
prison authorities by haıassing and
intimidating both the prisoners and
theiı familiee have reached
unprecedented levels.

Upon this, the prisonera blockaded
thems€lvee in their wards to İeşi§t the

attacks, but eventually the soldiers
brought down the walls antl forced
themselve8 in to end the hunger strike.

The following excerpt from a lett€r to
the Human Rights Association (in
T\ırkey) by an ex-pı,isoner gives an idea
about the grim situation in I\ırkey's
prisons:

"As you know, the recent 93 day
long hungeı strike had ended without
an agTeement. Another 10-day hunger
strike involüng some 40 prisoners also
ended with false promises.

"Ttreıe are prisoners who are still
not released even though they have
completed serüng their prison teİm§.
(...) An inmate who fell down during
the hunger stıike and had an
intiacerebral haeınorrage was denied
hoepialization anğ after two months, is
still waiting in the prison with his life
at risk. other prisoners with various
other medical complaints are left
without any medical care."

Never ending repression in prisons
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police assault on
journalists:

six reporters wounded

Free press?

On Ttıursday, 4 May 1989, in a suburb
of Istanbul the police bruta'lly attacked
journalists covering the funeral of
Mehmet Ali Dagci who had been killed
on 1 May by police bullets ıııhile he was
trying to iake part in May Day ıally.

Harsh methods adopted by the
government to implement its ban on
May Day celebıations, especially the
police actions on the day euch as
opening fire at the demonştrators with
live aınmuniüon killing one person had
been bitterly critici§ed by all
newspapers as well ae the opposition
parties. PM Ozal defended his
goveınment's position and the actions of
ı\e police. Moıeover, he accu8ed th€
_ -.ss of "weakening the security forces"

This was sufnğient encouragement
for the police looking foı an opportunity
to take revenge 8gainst journalists for
their coverage of the May Day events.

A few headlineg and excerpts from the
serious dailyCuın hurilel caı E]ve an
idea about the extent of the attack:

"Ozal accused, poüce hit: ınaea
beating of journalirte"

'Uournaliete tryiıg to cover the
funeral and the eveıts eround it
have been twice attacked by the
police ueing truncheone and
ehielde, throwing ştoneg. Siı
journaliete wounded. Our reporter
Mr Fuat KozluLlu had hig wriet
broLen while 'Gunee' reporter Mr
Iluseyin Caı, hig ırm.
Photographer of Ganma prees
agency, Mr §edat Arıl hıd a
ceı,ebral trıuııa. 'NoKı' reporter iı

o aınonget the wounded".v Another headline reads'Tron the
police radio: 'shoot the traitoro"'.

The ıeport following gives a detailed
tranEcription of the police's ıadio
communicatione. The paper felt obliged
to use only initials of many unprintably
indecent words us€d for journaliste.

Inteıınational criticisms
Only a few days after the attack on

journaliste in Istanbul, a reaolution
condemning the T\ırkigh government
was adopted in Berlin at th€ annual
confeıence of the IPi, the lnt€mational
hees Inatitut€. Ttıe move was initiated
by Mr Oktay Eksi, editor of the popular
dai|y Hurriyet and President of the
l\ırkigh hegs Council.

Ttıe attack was also brought to the
att€ntion of tho Inforınation Forum held
in London a8 paİt of the Conference for
Security and Cooperation in Euıope.
1bwards üe cloeing stage8 of the Forum
attended by 35 nations, the
representative of the British delegation
criticised the l\rkish govemment over
the beating of journaliats in letanbul.
l'tıe l\.ırkish dolegata's reıpons€ to the
effect that "everything in T\ırkey had
been in accordance ç,ith laws did not
impress the participants of the Forum.

Daily paper banıed
Moıe ıecently, on 21 May 1989 a mass

circulation daily "§abah" was banned
upon the publication of the fır8t part of a
serial criticiaing PM Ozal and his faınily
for using their iniluence to do benefit to
certain circles. The court's ruling was
baeed on a contraversial amendment in
the law made last year widely believed
to be contravening the Constitution..

Folloııing it on eıcerpt froın a
8tatenent nıade by Mr Yavuz
Ozcan, editor of the journal
"Toplumeal Dirilis" (Social
Reaiaol). (Froın 'Yeni Yol", 15
May 1989)

Duıing the "opeıation Unity" launched
by the secuıity forces upon the murder
of an army majoT in Istanbul on 22
october, home of our journal's proprietor
Mr Cemal Yalvac, editors Mı Ha§an
usak and yavuz ozcan have been raided
and the first two weıe iletained. Mr
ozcan could not be iletained as he was
away in lzıniı.

The next morning, a police team
stationed in our oflices detained all the
workeıs and üsiting ıeaders. The ofrce
was stormed and plundeıed by the
police. They stole our cash (worth !400),
three profes8ional camerag (woıth
§2000), a fax machine (f,2000), three
press bags, 4 poıtable recorders, 6 sets
of encylopediae, one wall clock, and all
stationaİy, technical equipment, and
articles. All staff of our journal were
taken to the political police and weıe
detained for 16 days during which they
weİe continuously tortured with
physical torture methods like electıic
shocks, hanging in the cold and not
being allowed to eat or sleep. They weıe
also subjected to psycological tortuıe
and thus forced to sign made up
stgtement8. [...]

Our journal has been a target foı the
regime's destruction plans eveı since its
inception. The security Department and
State Security Court in Dyarbakir has
initially alerted Istanbul police against
us. Each issue of our journal was
confi scated. Ouı editor-in-Chief Ha§an
Ugak was threatened by the presecutors
of the state Security Court when he
went to Istanbul to give his court
statement. Distribution of our journal
was prevented. 'We were continuously
followed by political police. [...]

Yeı, we did commit a crime - a crime
against fascism, by writing the truth, by
upholding the good and the beautiful ...

We would like to expıess our thankş
to all those who have lent us ınoıal
support in maintaining our pubücation,
especially to the con8ulate§ of the
socialist countries, Amnesty
International, US Helsinki Watch
Group, International Press Institute,
Human Rights A§sociation (T\ırkey),
West German parliamentaıy group
visiting T[ırkey, TAYAD, DEMKAD, the
journals Elkaramİh and Behram and all
ouı readers who despite all obstacles
and difficulties persistently continued
theiİ support ...

PR65

(from Cumhuiyet,6 May 1989)
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Convention for Democracy declaresı
"Abolish crimes of thought"

At the end of April, over 900 pıominent
intellectuals and politicianı came
togetheİ at a "Convention for
Deınocracy" in Iatanbul called by the
popular humorist Mr Aziz Nesin and
economist and former Mp prof sadun
Aren on behalf of a group ofinitiatore.

The leaders of the oppoEition partie8
prof Erdal Inonu of the social
Demoğratic Populist Party (SHP), Mr
Suleyman Demirel of the TYue Path
Party (DYP), Mr Necmettin Erbakan
of the Welfaıe Party (RP) and Mı Ferit
Ilsever of the Şocialist Paıty (ŞP) all
attended. T}ıis was an indication of
their int€ntion to reach a conspnaua on
deınocracy. The aboence of ıuling
Motheıland Paıty (ANAP) and
Democıatic Left Party of Mı Bulent
Eceüt wae noticeable.

In his opening apeech, Mr Nesin
said that "in T\ııkey the rules of
democracy had not been observed" and
he called upon all to unite in an
endavouı to achieve national
independence anil human rights. On
the Kurdish question he eaid: "Unles8
there is a ilemocratic 8olution to the
Kurdish question, we cannot talk of
deınocracy in Tlurkey".

hofesgor Inonu said; "I proınise that
when we come to poıper we will establish
democracy wit}ı all it8 insitutions. The
'crirne of thought' will be a thing of the
past."

Mr Deııirel, former conservative PM
deposed by the ].2 S€pt mber 1980 coup,
criticised certain circles for airing
irresponsible threats like, "The country

can go back to the daya of anarchy of
the pre-12 §eptember 1980 coup period!
First and foremost, we should stop
blaming democracy for organi sed
terror."

Agreeing with moşt of the points
made by the oüer leadere before him,
Mr Erbakan of the pro-islamic Welfare
Party suggeEted a "Ttibunal for
Democracy". Ile çriticised Mr Inonu for
not defending freedom of as8ociation
along with freedom of expıession.

Mr Ferit llsever ofthe Socialiet Party
aleo pointed to urgent question8
conceming democracy-

Mı llhan Se'lcuk, a leaöng columnist
of the daily Cıınlııriye! , one of the main
contributore to the convention, 8poke
about freedom of thought and
as8ociation. He said thgt "in oıdeı to
achieve democracy in T\ırkey, all anti-
democratic article8 in the constitution
and the lawg should be repealed. Thia is
a queetion of government!" He furtheı
added that struggle for democracy in
Thrkey was rising with the left being the
base.Therefore the left ehould postpone
digcus8ing itş differencee but 8tart
building alüancee foı democracy."

The imprisoned leadere of th UCPI
Mr Kutlu and Dr Saıgin ıent a
me8a8age of greetings and support to
the Convention. ln their message
which wag applauded enthusiastically
by the delegateı, the UCPI leaders
thanked dl concerned for their gupport
and aoli<larity and said: "The fact that
we are unable to respond to your
inütation and be present amongst the

Many questions regarding the
military imposed 1982 con§titution,
continued instances of toTture, the
DISK trial which has entered its 8th
year and other human ıights violations
were raised with the T\rkish side.
The standard answer to most of the§e
questions wae the familiar cliche: "The
constitution was accepted vıilh 92.57o of
the votes in the referendum and torture
only exists in the minds of those who
want to discredit Ihrkey ".

When European Parli amen tarians
stated that toiture r./as not a mere
allegation but a well documented fact,
Justice Minist€r Mı Oltan Sungurlu
said: "I don't know, I didn't have
time to investigate."

EC-TURKEY joint parliamentary
commİssİon meetİng:

Embarassment for Ttırkish government,
disappointment for the Europeans

delegates with our communist identities
is it8elf a clear indication of the main
obştacleg before our democracy."

The Final Document of the
Convention wag declared at a press
confeıence on 3 May. It notes the
Confeıence's decision to campaign for
the abolishment of Articles 141 and 142
of the T\ıkish penal code and to hold
a geparate meeting concerning the
Article 163 which bans actiüty aiming
foTmation of a §tate on religeous
principles.

Ttıe Final Document further ştreşses
that "military coups are incompatible
rvith democracy" and that "ouı country
has no more time to lose in achieüng
democratic rights and developing them".
It also states that a 12-member
"Democracy Watch Committee" as we!
as study and research groups have toA
formed ı,ho would carry out work r.r
various fields of gocial life and that in
the autumn an even bıoader conference
would be held.

Streesing the need for a new
Constitution, the Final Docum€nt not4s
that 'befoıe the elections political parties
should present to the public opinion
their proposals for a neır, Con§titution
so that the new constitution can be
prepared with the participation of the
widest possible circles.

Finally, the Document demands
that l May is celebrated legally as the
Workers' Day, nece§sary legal ıeforms
are canied out for ending censorship
and the parliament execises full
control over the security forces and

The second meeting of the EC-
T\ırkey Joint Paıliamentary
Coınmission -reşumed las! January
afteı an 8-yeaı long gap- was held in
Ankara on 24-26 April 1989.

Eighteen members fıom different
political groups and member countriea
of the Euıopean Parliament held
meetinga üth repre8entatives of the
T\ııkish Government aa well as
members of the I\ırkish paıliament.

The meeting waı opened by speeches
froın the chairs of the two sides. Mr
Lı,ıc Beyer de Ryke, the Belgian Liberal
head of the EP delegation eıpressed his
serious concern about Dr Sargin and
Mr Kutlu, the imprisoned leaderg ofthe
United Communist Party of l\rkey
(UÇPT). These ıemarks which üsibly

embarassed Mr Bulent Akartali, the
Head of the T\ırkish delegation were
exp€ctedly cenEored in the newe
bulletinı of the TRT (T\ırkish State
Radio and TV).

Ttıe main issues on the agenda of the
twoüy meeting included:

* the presentation of the report of the
membership comıniısion,

' consideıation of Tbrkey'a application
to join the EC,* social pıoblems of Turkish
immigrant§ in the EC,

' digcuesion on the human rights
8ituation in T\ırkey (ş,ith the relevant
Ministers of the T\ırkish Government in
attendance)ı the uıgent sitııation of the Kurdish
efugees from lraq.
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political refugees emigrated to western
Europe since the coup as 'termıigt8
and criminals'. He was, howeveı,
challenged by the social_democratic MP
Mr Tbvfik Kocak who cited the late Mrs.
Behice Boıan, the veteran socialist and
President of the Workers' Paıty of
Turkey and Mr GultekinGazioglu,
president of the now banned Tbachers'
Associ ation.

Mı Kocak eaid: "These people aıe
our past. They aıe not terrorigts.The
gocialists and communists forced into
exiıe aİe devoted patriots."

The şocial democratic Mp went on to
say:"We all know that there are police
taams specially tıained for torture. the
army's presence i8 f€lt everywhere. Ozal
collaborates with the military. The
communist party should be legalized.
Kutlu antl §argin should be released.
Otherwise you can't call the regime a
democracy."

Referring t the JanuarJ. meeting,
Mr Luc Beyeı de Ryke confronted the
T\ırkish side with the following : "You
promised fuüheı developments towaıds
democracy. You raised our hopee. But
now we are disappointed. Worse still,
theıe is definitely a regression. You are

deliberately confusing political prisoners
for the lilres of drug offenders and other
criıninals. We know that many political
priEonerE have been tortured to obtain
confeesiong.

'You claim that the detention period
has been reduced from 48 hou.§ to 24
hours. But how can you account for
Kutlu and SaTgin's detention for ].9
days during which they were denied
aces8 to the outside ıııorld and toüured?
There are many similaı examples.

"You say that there are laws and
courts and that you aıe meıely enfoıcing
the law. But it is you, the po'litician8
who make the laws. This is a ücioug
circle. You should find a way out."

Justice Minist€ı Sunguılu, visibly
disturbed by Mr de Ryke's words,
retorted angrily: "We have never
promised you that Aİticles 141 and
742 would be aboli shed !".The
European side could haıdly suppress
their smiles.

In sum, the meeting which had been
built up by the T\ırkish Government as
the recognition of their democratic
credentials, failed in its intended
puıpose of mending fences between
Tüıkey and the EC.

comment

WE WANIT A DEMOCRATIC CHANGE AI\D
STABILITY

The local elections of 26 Maıch have resulted in a nerıı
§ituation in 1\ırkey. The ıuling Motherland Party (ANAP),
with only 21.79o of the votes, haüng lost 74.6?o of its
electoıal suppoıt since the general elections in November
1987, trailed in the third place while the Social-Democratic
_ pulist Parğ (SHP) came first with 28.2% (an increase of
Ys*ı 

""a 
tır" ıt"e Path Party (DYP), led by former Prime

Minister Demirel, was the runneT_up with 25.6% (an
increase of 6.5%). otheI partie8 contasting the electionş
also improved their share of votes.

However,the fact that no gingle party could command the
majority §upport lgd to diverse int€rpretations both in Türkey
and abıoad.

In our opinion, the ıecent local e]ections have ]ed to tı,o
important conclu8iong:

Firstly, these local electionş have shown the democratic
accumulation and people's developing awaıeness for
democıacy in Tiırkey. The people have rejected the Ozal
Government'g reluctance t get rid of the repressive reğme
created by the military coup of 12 §eptember 1980, its
policies aggıavating social and economic problems and its
peısisitent ösregard of political moıality. For the past yeaı
or şo, topics for discusgion in T\ırkey have been to bring
dowı the soaring inilation and t stop the increase in the
cost of 'living as well as a denocratic election law, a
democratic Constitution, the egtablishment of tİade union
rights and freedoms, the ending of political arrests, torture
and executions, the abolishment of Articles 141, 142 and 163
of the T\ırkish Penal Code, the lifting ofthe ban on the
communist movement, the release of the UCPT leaders Dr
Sargin , Mr Kutlu and other political prisoners, and the
ending ofoppression on the Kurdish people.

In thiE situation, the İe§ult of the local elections has
improved the conditions for the struggle for democıacy.
Now, leaving the 12 Septeınber regime behind and entering
the path of a democıatic change is a more achieveable
objective than ever before.

Secondly, the electoıat€ who clearly demonstrated its
preference for change has not ,however, given a clear answer
as to how this change should be brought about. The fact that
none of the opposition parties contesting the elections could
present a viable alt€rnative to ANAP's policies has played an
imPortant role in this.

Following the defeat,PM Ozal carried out a major Cabinet
reshufiIe, with the support of the most reactionary circles
within ANAP, and he won the vote of confidence foıthe new
Governmentı^,ith his false majority in the parliament obtained
through the antidemocTatic Election Law, This, however,
could not be a reason for the opposition forces ranging fiom
communists to Demirel's Tiue Path Party to drop their strong
demand for an early general election. In a democracy, a party
commanding on|y 2|-7% of the votes cannot form the
Government. The Prime Minister's insistence to remain in
poweı for a further thıee years with the support of one fifth
of the elect4rat€ is bound to give rise to new tensions. wor6e
sti'll, allowing the ANAP "majority" in the pre§ent parliament
to elect the new President in November for a seven year
term will be a mojoı factor ofinstability.

In the meantime, some circles both within ANAP and
within the structures of 12 September regime are inten§irying
their eforts to increase political ten§ion, as most viüdly
exemplified on May Day in Istanbul. In this situation, if
the forces of democracy and the opposition parties do not take
the issue of forming a democratic accord concerning all basic

Further ıore, the European side
persigt€ntly asked the Justice Ministcr
about repealing Articles 14l and l42 of
the Türkish Penal Code (TPC) bannins
undesired Political activity, known as
the 'Mussolini laws'. The Minister's
ansu,er uıa§ that they had formed a 24-
member Committee. This Committee,
the Minist€r claimeğ conducted an
opinion poll and canvassed reactions
from various ciıcles which was used to
amend the Dra{t TPC accoıdingly. He
also claimed that public opinion was not
in favouı of abolishing the Articles 141
and 142.

In answering questions ıegarding
press censoıship, the Minister chose
t! confuse the i8sue by asserting: "The
newapapers hamp€r the work of the
§ecurity seryices by disclosing the
names of terrorist8 sought by the
police. The censorship aims to pİevent
thi8".

A more specific question regarding
recent censorship of articles writtenL, the proıninent lawyer Halit celenk

._^d a sociological survey writt€n by
the emminent publisheı Muzaffeı llhan
Erdost, wa§ ignored by the Ministeı

Mr Sungurlu referred to the 14.000
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Prob'lems on top .f their agenda, a period
of destabilisai.on with an uncortain
future may follow in 1\ırkey. In short,
altcr the 26 Marth local elections Tiııkey
is facing a new test of democracy.

T}re Convention foı Democracy held in
Ankara on 29_80 April 1989, has
pıovided all political forces in l\rkey
with a va]uable opportunity for
reaching a broad concensus on the
basiş of a democıatic change and
stabiliğ.

T'}ıe Convention, initiated by world
famous humoriet Mr Aziz Neein and
Prof Sadun Aren, and attended by some
900 participants including the leaders
of all opposition parties (Dr §aıgin
and Mı Kutlu with their ıneısagee from
the prison) hag been an important
milestone in thie diıection.

'We on our part will spend every effort
to arrive at broad poütical accoıd§, a
stabe development and to get people's
votes be reflected in all spheıes of social
life. We will reiteıate at every
oppoTtunity and every platform that the
legal functioning of the communist
movement is indispensable to get the
country out of the ücious ciıcle of
military coup - restricted democracy -
political crigig - military coup.

a new stage ...
continucd from page 1

talks, usually renewed ev€ıy two
years. It can only be implemented
after completing very lengthy
buraucratic procedures. Ilıe grounds
for postponing or banning a atrike by
the goveİnment are also vgİy ıı/ide.
General strike, solidarity stıikes, go-
slows and decreasing tbe pıoductivity
are are strictly banned. Furthermoıe,
400,000 union membeıs are working in
the industries where any kind of strike
ie banned by law on the gıounde of
national eecurity, public safety eta.

since the enactment of the trade
union lawg in 1984, the gtrikeş have
been spread over the years aa
illustrated in Tbble l. This table shows
that the unions abondened their timidity
in theiı actions. Yet, it i§ not posgible
for the woıkers to effectively defend and
develope their rights only by excercising
their limited rightg to strike as defined
by laı,. For this rea§on they develop,
sometimes with theiı own initiativeg and
sometimeg with theiı uniona, various
forms of "passive resietance".

some of the actiong of the
workeııll:

5 Aprilı Tuık_Ie Council of
presidents ınet and decided to
"collectively decrease production and
pıoductivi ty".

7 April: 1|,000 members of Petrol-Is(Petroleum workers' union)
participated in actions such as

boycotting the meals, ov€rtime ban,
reporting sick collectively and organising
marches.

8 April: For oveı a month now
24,000 ıteel workere in lgkenderun
and karabuk steel and iron ı,orks are
continuing with their go-slows because
their planned strike was not allowed to
go ahead.

9 April: 4,000 workeıs at Go]cuk
Shipyarğ memberg of Harb-Js (union of
civilian workeı,s in the ınilitary
establighmenta) blocked the trafEc on
the main highway for fouı houıs.

l0 April: 5,000 membere of Agac-Is
(wood workers) at 20 workplaces, 3,400
membeıg of Petro1-Is at 3 oil rafineries,
6,000 Haıb-Is membeıe at Golcuk
Shipyards and other military
establishments, and 10,500 agricuıtural
workeıs, members of Tarim-Is started
various actions.

11 April: 87,000 1bs-Is members in
energy industry, 25,000 metal workers,
11,000 petrol-is memberı, 4,500 Haıb-Is
members, 10,000 workere at the
Maritime Bank and thousands of
workers in sugar and builing industrie8
staged variou8 aation8.

12 April: In more than 20 provinces
all oveı the countıy hundreds of
thousands of workerg ıeported sick
collectively, glowed-down work and went
on maıchee. In Istanbu'l, 15,000 workers
at the Stat€ Monopoliee for Tbbacco and
Tba demonetıated; 5.000 workers at
military ıhipyards downed too'ls and
blocked the main Istanbul-Ankaıa
}righway to traific.

19 April: 'Workers' actions aıe
continuing. Police interfered with the
l5,000-strong workerg' demonstration in
Igtanbul. In the south-eastern pıoünce
of Adana 15,000 workeıs aıe involved
in various actions.

14 April: 87,000 energy workers,
11,000 petroleum workere and 24,000
metal workers are continuing their
actions. In Istanbul, 25,000 municipal
workeıs at the Electricity lVorkg are
also continuing their actiong.

15 April: Istanbul faced long power
cut€ a§ a result of workers' action.

16 April: Food workers at various
places joined in the actions.

19 April: 35,000 railway workers
reported sick collectively.

20 April: Workers stopped work for
one hour in thlee şugar factorie§. 12,000
communication workers, members of
Haber-Ie union had theiı hairs shaved

2l April: 40,000 in 27 sugar factoriea
Etopped work for one houı- 20,000
communication workers joined the
action.
' 22 April: At the ı,eeLend the
action8 took the form of oyertim€
bans.

25 April: 120,000 road construction
woıkers, memberg of YoI-Is, etarted
their actions. In the food induatry,
20,000 v,ıorkers reported to work one
hour late.

28 April: The number of workeış
involved in variouE t}?es of action has
reached 200,000! 20,000 members of
Ibk Gicla-Is (fod workers) working in
state owned cigarettes and alcaholic
drinkş factories in Istanbul stopped
woık foı,one hour. 120,000 membersA
Yol-Is oıganised 1-2 hour "late sta.
throughout T\ırkey. Those in Bursa sat
on the ground in the form of the word
"aciz" (we are hungry).

1 May: Over five thousand union
member§ gathered in Istanbul for May
Day demonstration despite the ban and
extremely heavy police presence.

2 May: There are signs of softening
in the govemment side two daye before
the expiry date of the goyeınment's
postponment of the steel strike.

Actions continued with increasiqg
intengity until 16 May, when Türk-Is,
the trade union confedeıation said that
a]l out strike was inevitable.

collectively. In Golcuk, İ,OOO *o-"n
and men marched üth thelr empty poLg
and pans. In Karabuk Iron and Steel
plant 4,000 woıkers orgİıiaed a rally.

...Tlıen came the agieement
It was only after two months

"passive actions" of the workers t}
of

the government (ıepresented by the
Union of Public Employers) would
substantially increase its original offer
(from l10 peıcent to 141 percent per
year on average) and the agreement
was reached.

It is tıue to say that the increase will
be sufficient only to compensate for
the ]osses caused by the last two
yeaı's inflation, and it will not improve
the ıeal wages.

On the other hand, if the workers
had not ıealised their pow€r and come
out ı^,ith broadly based oıganised
action, the agreement would haye
settled at about half of the above level .

The workers declared to everyone
that they are there, refusing togivein
to political and economic pressures.

ıl'

:
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