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PETITION FOR
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“THE PETITION FOR BREAD AND RIGHTS IS THE VOICE OF OUR PEOPLE"”

The "Petition for Bread and Rights, follewing up on the peti-
tion on democracy and human rights, known as the “Intellec-
tuals' Petition," has been made public on the 17th of October.
Signatures are being solicited from all interested citizens.
The petition will be delivered to the President, Kenan Evren,
the speaker for the Parliament, Necmettin Karaduman, Prime
Minister Uzal and the Chairmen of the parties represented

in the Parliament.

The Petition was drafted by a commission of 23 people, many

of whom had also taken part in the drafting of the “Intellec-
tuals' Petition." It starts from the premise that “Our count-
ry suffers from an economic crisis of unprecedented dimensions,"
and that "“the rapidly deteriorating conditions of the working
masses in the rural areas mean that they are fighting to keep
off hunger." Economic policies dictated by “foreign interests"
are to be blamed for the deepening of the crisis. Restrictions
on the rights of the workers to associate and the steady en-
croachments on basic gains such as the right to a minimum wage
and seniority pay, are criticized. It is also pointed out in
the Petition that "Military and arms espenditures exceed by

far the funds earmarked for nutrition, education and sanitation,
and are among the highest in the international ranking."

The Petition for Bread and Rights concludes with :

THIS ECONOMIC ORDER AGAINST THE BASIC INTERESTS OF OUR SOCIETY
AND OUR COUNTRY, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CHANGE AND OUR PEOPLE WILL GAIN
THE RIGHT TO DECIDE ON THIER OWN FUTURE AND THAT)OEJ)THE COUNTRY.
THEY ARE AWARE THAT THE PRECOWDITION FOR ACHEIVING THESE ENDS

IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRUE DEMOCRACY, WHERE RIGHTS AND
FREEDOMS WILL UNINTERRUPTEDLY FLOURISH. IN THE WORLD AS A WHOLE,
IT HAS BEENTTHE PEOPLES WHO CREATED THE PROUD HISTORY] OF MANKIND
AND S0 WILL IT BE IN OUR COUNTRY. LET NO ONE DOUBT THIS.

The Petition for Bread and Rights has also been espoused by the
Initiative for Solidarity with Intellectuals TnuJurkey. The
Initiative has issued a call to all other emigré organizations
in Europe to jointly collect signatures for the Petition.

SUPPLEMENT OF THIS ISSUE:

Aziz Nesin, as the first signatory of the pelitition was also
the one to present it to the press. In an interview granted
to the monthly Bilim ve Sanat, Aziz Nesin stressed the im-
portance of finding rallying points for the masses of people
who' are being made the subject of a consistent policy of dis-
orientation and de-politization. With the right of associa-
tion being seriously curtailed for large sections of the
population, and many democratic organizations banned, he af-
firmed the need to organize around broad issues, and explained
that the "Intellectuals' Petition" and now, the "Petition for
Bread and Rights," could be seen as steps in the direction of
a more lasting organization.

We are including a slightly abridged version of the Petition in
English, together with this issue of the NEWSLETTER. You may
also express your support for the views expressed in the Peti-
tion, by writing to the Newsletter, Postfach 2106, 3550 Marburg,
FRGS
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BILAR SCIENCE CENTER -
“ALTERNATIVE TO THE TOTALITARIAN UNIVERSITY"

The weekly Nokta reports that over 60 former academicians forced
out of the Turkish universities since 1982 have come together

to start a series of conferences. They are to be organized by
Ekin-Bilar Inc. (see previous issues), the ‘tulture company" foun-
ded by a group of intellectuals who were among the signatories
of the "Intellectuals' Petition" and who count among their mem-
bers Aziz Nesin, President of the Turkish Writers' Union and
chief defendant in the "Petition Trial."

The aim of the conferences is to eventually try to fill some
of the void created by the totalitarian order at the univer-
sities. The past six years have witnessed the eradication of
critical thought at the university from the point of view of
both students and teachers. Bilar's new activity is looked upon
as having the potential strength for the formation of an alter-
native university. Under the present university system in
Turkey, the teaching of the social sciences has been especially
curtailed. In the meantime, new four year courses, under such
titles as "History of Atatiirk's Reforms," have been added to
the curricula.

It is interesting to note that the announcement of Bilar's con-
ferences coincides with the opening of Turkey's first private
university, "Bilkent". Bilkent 1is to be run by a foundation
headed by (and also essentially funded by) none other than the
Chairman of the present Council of Higher Education, Mr. Ihsan
Dogramaci. It has been said that this fact alone - that the
regime has been forced to create its own private university -
speaks for the bankruptcy of the YUK system, as the present
university system is called after the initials of both the
Higher Education Act and the Higher Education Council.

The series of conferences are for the time being organized under
the roof of Bilar's newly opened Science er in Ankara. Some
of the seminars planned for the col 3 11 be in the fields
of architecture, law, city planning nd political sci-
ence. Although the students are exf ome from among
those already enrolled in various L 8BS, the courses
will be open to all. Thus, for th in four years,
some faculty members removed forcib ir posts by or
of the Martial Law Commanders, wil
Among them will be Prof. Erdem Aks
Geray (urban planning), Ass. Prof.
Cahit Talas, Prof. Alparslan Isikl

We wish them a most successful acad

For more information - or just to s
solidarity - here is the address of
Gazi Mustafa Kemal Blv., Onur Is H3
Turkey.
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AZIZ NESIN SPEAKS IN LONDON

Aziz Nesin (President of the Turkish Writers' Union and Ekin-
Bilar Inc.) paid a visit to London upon the invitation of
p]aywright Harold Pinter, between 20 and 25 September.

Harold Pinter, together with American playwright Arthur Miller
had visited Turkey, earlier (March 1985) to extend their solid-
arity to fellow intellectuals there.

Aziz Nesin spoke on the 22nd of September in the writers' club
"Groucho's" at the luncheon given in his honour by Harold Pinter,
and, also at the Huckney Townhall. He related some of his
close encounters with the police, and insisted that his speeches
be taped so that there would not be later allegations of things
he did not say, many of his humorous remarks fetching laughter
frqm the audience. Nesin also said:" There is one thing to
reanice_about, and that is the great potential for a democratic
regime in Turkey. I do not want to give you examples of how
Tittle or in what measure human rights are respected in Turkey,
or to what degree one may speak about a democracy. Many such
examples have already been given by others; inhuman torture

has been practiced on thousands of people, not hundreds but
thousands of young men have lost their virility as a result

of torture. There are subjects about which one may not com-
plain oneself - say, a girl raped during torture cannot pos-
sibly makeiﬁhis the subject of a complaint herself. Turkey has
undergone these sad events. There have been those who made

a very poor show. There have been others who rose to the oc-
casion, many intellectuals who resisted, under any conditions.
What is important is for us to know ourselves.."

HAROLD PINTER ON TORTURE IN TURKEY
Harold Pinter, making some remarks on the occasion of his

being honoured by the Hull University, recalled his visit
to Turkey. Below are excerpts from these remarks:
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MORE ON PRISON CONDITIONS

"A11 of Metris screamed in unison but we could not make our
voices heard."

The Human Rights Association submitted a report on the intol-
arable conditions in the Bartin (North Anatolia) Special Prison
to the Minister of Justice Oltan Sungurlu. In the report it
is said that the prisoners are given water direct out of the
Bart1n_River to drink and the water is filthy. In many cases
the prisoners are punished on no pretext at all, and refused
"good conduct" which means they have to serve twice as long.

As of the 21st of October, a nuiber of prisoners of both sexes
had been on hunger strike for 15 days. One of their demands
was to put an end to the practice of placing prisoners shortly
before the end of their term in wards where the extreme-right-

fsts are interned. It was said that prisoners of leftist lean-
ings did not have security of 1life and limb in these wards.

Mustafa Ekmekci, in his column in the daily Cumhuriyet, also
reports that the prison authorities have been demanding money
from the prisoners' families for the prisoners' food. Ekmekci
writes,"because of the prisons, many families today, with their
young and old, are cris-crossing Turkey from one end to the
other, to be able to see their children, or their fathers or
spouses. They see places they have never before seen, and meet
with incidents they would never have imagined. They are con-
sistently maltreated."(19 October)

A group of lawyers have submitted a petition to the Legal Counsel
of the 1. Army pleading that medical attention be afforded to

96 prisoners in the Metris Prison. In the petition it is stated
that even urgent cases may see a doctor with great delay.
(5 October)
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where Mrs. Reha Isvan has relate
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MISSING

The "disappeared people" (desaparecidos) have moved to Turkey.

Fikri Saglar, member of parliament and General Secretary of

SHP (Social Democratic Populist Party) has compiled a file

on 253 persons who have "disappeared" since the military take-
over on the 12th of September 198(  Saglar said that in all
the cases, the missing persons had been taken into police cus-
tody and then never again heard of. He said that he had com-
piled the 1ist from reports in the press and from the minutes
of court proceedings at Martial Law courts, and that the latter
would indicate that a large majority of the missing persons
were victims of torture.

Fikri Saglar has stated that he will raise the question in the
National Assembly and that he expects the Minister of Interior
to answer as to the fate of the 253 missing.

(6 November)

NEW CODE DRAFTED

Chairman of the sub-committee
Sulhi Ddnmezer, that the draft
was in the process of writing
: The New Penal Code consists
and was prepared by a comittee of
Jne of the members of the com-
resigned last June, protesting
part of the draft had been pres?qted
tee by Donmezer in a fait accompli.

3 tyw111 be forwarded to the Eﬁnistry
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: 54 iitee. Nevertheless, in Turkey, this
draft bill - which incorporates extremely objectionable clauses
with respect to human rights, as far as we can determine from
those parts we have been able to see - is being hidden from
the public and discussed in secret...”




PRESS TRIALS OF THE PRESS TRIALS OF THE PRESS TRIALS OF THE PRESS TRIALS OF THE PRESS TRIALS

EDITOR OF “GUKYUZU" FREED

The arrest warrant in the name of M. Adnan Akfirat, editor

of the monthly youth magazine Gokyiizi was lifted by the
Gaziantep Court of Justice and KE?1rat was freed. The editor
had been taken away from the offices of the magazine by plain-
clothesmen on the 7th of August ard no explanation for his
arrest had been given. (21 August)

PUBLISHER KIVANC REMAINS IN CUSTODY

Publisher Hiiseyin Kivanc (see 1last issue of Newsletter), on
trial with a demand for a 60 to 120-year jail sentence, for
having "conducted communist propaganda via the press," has once
more been refused his plea for release on bail. The decision

of the tribunal was taken over the dissent of one of the mem-
bers, Hon. Mahmut Bugdayci, who pointed to the fact that the
crime was one of "thought" and that the defendant had already
spent a long time in jail. (26 August)

JOURNALIST FACES BAN

Uzcan Uzgiir, a journalist in the provincial town of Mugla who
faces a professional ban because he has served a one year sen-
tence on account of an article he had written, has put in an
application for the "Poverty Fund." In his application, Uzgir
states," I am a former convict and handicapped in the first
degree. At present I am employed by the 'Ilkadim' daily news-
paper. However, the Mugla Public Prosecutor has brought a case
against my employer Tufan Dogu under the Press Law, which he
interprets in a way that prohibits ex-convicts from working

as journalists. If the case ends with a quilty verdict for my
employer, 1 will be once more unemployed. Therefore, 1 would
like to avail myself of the "Rwerty Fund™ to be able to set up

my own small busines...." (4 Septembe CONGRESS OF THE [JOURNALISTS’ UNION

NEWSPAPER CLOSED DOWN The ordeals facing | press in Turkey today were tellingly
. . critisized during the 11, | ess of the Turkish Journalists
The weekly newspaper "Karacadag shed in the county of Union. In the rep ub d to the Congress, the following
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(10 September)
BOOK ON HOMOSEXUALITY FOUND "HARMFUL"

The Council for the Protection of Minors from Hgﬂmgl Public-
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Present, "harmful." The Council ha t the bookfbe
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Arts and Culture ...Arts and Culture ..

CENSORSHIP EXTENDED TO MUSIC AND VIDEO

According to the new Regulations for the Supervision of Cinema,
Video and Musical Works, video-casettes and musical works will
also come under the surveillance of a supervisory council to be
formed at the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. For a prelim-
inary screening of such works, sub-comittes will be formed under
the chairmanship of people appointed from among the Ministry
personnel and staffed by representatives of the Ministry of
Interior and the Office of the General Staff (!!!). These sub-
committees will prepare reports, to the effect that the work is
"positive, does not need further screening," or, that, "it
should be further screened by the Supervisory Council." The
Supervisory Council shall be made up of representatives of

the Ministries of Culture and Tourism, Interior, Foreign Affairs,
Education, of the Office of the General Staff, the National
Security Council General Secretariat and the Department of Sec-
urity, one producer, one importer and one "artist." The Council
will judge those works which have been passed on by the sub-com-
mittes.

The Council will then draw up a report to the effect that the
work is not suitable for distribution or viewing, if it is

found that "it violates the unity of the state with its ter-
ritory and nation, or national sovereignity, or incorporates
criminal aspects with respect to the republic, national security,
public order, ..public good, general morality or public health,
or incites criminal acts in relation thereto, or is incompatible
with the government's foreign policy, or the national culture,
customs or practices." The Council will also screen the scen-
arios of those producers who wish to submit to such a pre-screen-
ing.

The ruling of the Council that a movie
is not fit for distribution shall beuwi
an Administrative Court. (5 Septes

, video or musical work
ntestable, except at

COMEDIAN GEZEN FACES TRIAL

The Turkish Radio and Television I
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since only one was not enough to d
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Institute for all the third rate p
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"1900" BAN CONTESTED

The internationally acclaimed film
has still not been shown in Turkey
in 1985. The censorhip prohibited
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Arts and Culture ... Arts and Culture

GUIDELINES FOR PARLIAMENTARY ART COMPETITION

The Grand National Assembly has announced a painting competition
on the subject of "National Sovereignity and Peace." Among the
guidelines for the prospective entries, are the following:

"1. The entires may not be contrary to National Unity, public
?qrale or have the appearance of espousing a certain political
ine.

"2. The works to be entered into the competition should encour-
age the adoptation of the fundemental views and principles on
which the Constitution rests, as well as the basic qualities of
the Republic, and develop in the viewers, thoughts and behaviour
in keeping with these views and principles. The works should

not have an aspect or composition that contradictsthe prin-
ciples of Atatiirk or reflects certain ideologies." (No, this is
not a matter of sloppy translation, we have really tried our

best - it is not our fault it sounds the way it does. Eds.)

CULTURE MINISTER ON THEATER

Former Culture Minister Mikerrem Tascioglu, two days before
he exchanged his portfolio for that of the Miniter of Labor
let out why AST (Ankara Arts Theater. see last issue of News-
letter) had been refused state subsidy this year. We quote
from Cumhuriyet :"If you turn your theater into a street rally,
if you play %Esen, you can be sure that you are going to get
nothing (in the way of subsidies. Eds.). ODon't make me lose
my temper. You should play Ibsen, as Ibsen. You claim that
the original text was adhered to. That is not what we have
learned. Art is for arts sake, is it not? So! Don't spoil
it, don't spoil it." (20 October ) The play b Ibsen that is
in question here is the Rhinoceros, staged by the AST repertory
theater during the [last as0m

RY PRISONS

The Association o soners' Families has stated that most
2N > oners by their-families are not
son C es, (4 September) In fact,
lies - mostly parents - of prison-
their children with books that
eed to study. Although they finally
ounselor of the 1st Army, Hon.
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that were on the list. Among
are Mehmet Ali Birand,
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)r say a text book on Nuclear Energy.
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BOOKS EMBARGOED

g ad and Ilyas Salman, who performed
during the concert, "Anatolia in Song" organized by the Eregli
branch of the SHP (see last issue of Newsletter], are now
being tried at the § Security Court under charges of

ate and religious differences of
propaganda, with sentences of
October )
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EKIN-BILAR TRIAL REFERRED TO CRIMINAL COURT

The executives of. the Ekin-Bilar Inc. will continue to be
tried by the Ankara Criminal Court. Our readers will recall

a case had been brought against the executives of Ekin-Bilar

as well as the directors of the Ankara Arts Theater and the
Cankaya cinema, on charges that Ekin-Bilar had organized events
in the aforementioned theater and cinema halls without the

due permissions. The case has been refused by the Ankara State
Security Court, where it was first opened. It will continue to
be heard by the 2. Criminal Court of Ankara.

"SEPERATISM” CHARGES FOR HISTORICAL MAP

A tourist guide in the small resort town of Kusadasi faces
charges of "seperatism" for being in the posess10nlof

a map of the Ottoman Empire printed sometime before 1911 in
Germany and designating East Anatolia as “"Ermenistan" (Armenf
ia), Northeast Anatolia as "Lazistan" and Southeast Anatolia
as "Kurdistan." The prosecutor has stated that the map has been
found in the office of the defendant Ersin Konum during a search
conducted there and claimed that the map was evidence of anum's
seperatist activities. A sentence of up to 15 years is being
asked. (10 September.)

TEACHER PENALIZED FOR READING

Tevfik Cavdar, then General Secretary of the SHP (Social-Démac-
ratic Populist Party), has given it out to the press that‘the
primary school teacher Ibrahim Kasapoglu, of the Belevi v311age
in the county of Cal (Denizli, West Anatolia) was first fined
a fraction fo his salary and then removed to another village
school for reading the monthly teachers' magazine Ogretmen
Diinyasi (Teachers' World), a progressive professional public-
ation. (see previous issues for the arrest of Z. Saruhan, pub-

lisher of Ugretmen Dinyasi. Saruhan underwent torture before he
was release%.} (T2 September)

DOCTORS ACQUITTED IN DEATH SENTENCE CASE

Mémbers of the executive board of the Turkish Medical Associa-
tion, on trial for seven months for having stated their views
on the abrogation of the death penalty in a statement they
submitted to the President, Prime Minister and members of the
National Assembly, have finally been acquitted. The charges
against them had been brought by the (former) Minister of Jus-
tice, on the grounds that they violated the Code of Associa-
tions by making a pronouncement that was not under the stated
aims of the association. (27 September)

ASSOCIATION OF PRISONERS' FAMILIES HARASSED

The Association of Prisoners' Families has finally been accord-"
ed legal status. President Mustafa Eryiiksel, in a press con-
ference held on the 3rd of October, stated that the police
constantly tried to intimidate their members. The Tast incident
had been the detention of Sultan Celik, 44 years old and the
mother of five. Mrs. Celik, who is a member of the executive
committee of the Association was taken into custody ostensibly
in connection with the bombing of the Kadikéy (Istanbul) county
center of the ruling ANAP (Motherland) party, and held at the
headquarters of the political police for 25 days.

CAMPAIGN FALLOUT

In the wake of the heated campaign leading up te the partial
elections for 11 seats in the National Assembly, which took
place on the 28th ¢f September, during which 5l]eyman Demikel
and Biilent Ecevit repeatedly defied the.ban on “the.l@aders of
political parties dissolved by the military after the 12th

of September (1980) to engage in political activity, charges
have been brought against Ecevit on 33 counts and Demirel on
twenty-odd counts of violating the ban. {3 October)

PEACE TRIAL CONTINUES TO BE HEARD

The trial involving the executive committee and other members
of the Turkish Peace Association (known also as the Peace
Committee for short) continues to be heard in the 2. Military
Tribunal of Isttanbul. The lawyers have asked that it fin-
ally be accepted that the Association did not acquire any
conspiratorial aspect durinn its lifetime, as claimed by

the prosecutor, and that all the investigations pointed to
this simple fact. They have nevertheless asked for a widening
of the investigation and for the examination of further wit-
nesses. (17 October)

Members of the TurKish Peace Association at the latest hearing
(17 October) of their case. Seated in the front row, from
left to right are Atilla Coskun (lawyer), Turgut Kazan (law-
yer) yoReha. dsvan.(teacher), Mahmut Dikerdem (retired Ambas-
sador, President of the Turkish Peace Association), Sefik

Asan fteacher) and Ali Taygun (theater director).

UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE SCHRIFTER IN TURKEY

The US Undersecretary of State Richard Schrifter visited Tur-
key for a short period, principally to determine the present
state of affairs with respect to human rights issues. Schrif-
ter met with Abdullah Bastiirk (President of DISK), Mahmut Dik-
erdem(President of the Turkish Peace Association), lawyer Tur-
gut Kazan, among others. Abdullah Bastiirk, in a statement
macde to the press after his meeting with the Undersecretary,
said that , for democracy to function in Turkey with all its
institutions and organizations, it was necessary first to see
the DISK and TPA trials referred to civilian courts, rather
than the Military Courts where they continue to be heard al-
though Martial Law has been discontinued in Istnabul.

(23 October)

EX=FACULTY MEMBERS" ASSOCIATION LAUNCHED

The fifth anniversary of the passage of the HE Act was marked
not only by the students, but also by ex-faculty members who
were either forcibly removed from their posts by orders of

the Martial Law Commanders under the powers given them by the
Law No. 1402, or otherwise forced to resign. The Associaticn
of Faculty Members, which has been formally registered and
started functioning,.has among.its aims, the protection of the
rights af all faculty members who have been removed from the
university agaipst their will, the encouragement of scientific
endeavor, and the raising of funds to provide financial sup-
port and scholarships to successful scientists. The Chariman
and General Secretary are Prof. Erdem Aksoy (former rector

of 'the Black Sea Technical University) and Prof. Tahir Hatib-
oglu-{formerly of the Gazi University), both 1402'ers.

The address of the Association of Faculty Members is as follows:
Prof. Dr. M. Tahir Hatiboglu, Maresal Cakmak Cad. 61/3,
Besevler, Ankara, Turkey.
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ANNIVERSARY OF HIGHER EDUCATION ACT MARKED BY
STUDENT PROTEST

The fifth anniversary of the passage of the Higher Education
Act (6 Nov) was markedby the convergence in Ankara of two groups
of students who had set out from Izmir and Istanbul on the 3rd
and 4th of Novermber, bearing the signatures of 12,000 students
and parents under a petition asking for the amendment of cer-
tain clauses of the Higher Education Act. The main thrust of
the petition is a call for the amendment of the 44.Article,
stipulating that any student who fails two of his courses twice
will be de-matriculated, regardless of his performance in other
subjects. This demand was strongly, if tragically,underlined
by the suicide of a student in Istanbul on the 24th of October.
Isa Tanriverdi, a student of law at the Marmara University, was
failing two of his courses (Roman Law and Civil Law) when he
hung himself in the dormitory.

The students representing the student unicns of the various
faculties in Istanbul and Ankara, fifteen from each town,
arrived and were met by a crowd of about 600 students on one

of the thoroughfares into Ankara. The police promptly formed

a cordon and informed the students they could not march into
Ankara or they would be violating the Code for Marches and
Demonstrations. About 120 students were briefly taken under
custody. The thirty making up the delegation were, however able
to enter the town, and marching with a space of 2 meters bet-
ween them, made it to the National Assembly where they delivered
their petition to the Speaker of the Assembly.

The other main issue raised by the petition was that of fees.
Tuition had traditionally been free in all universities in
Turkey up to the passage of the Higher Education Act of 1?81.
The students, many of whom come from not well to do families,
claim that the present fees, which vary from faculty to faculty,
rperesent a real barrier.

STUDENTS MOURN TANRIVERDI
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POLITICAL PRISONERS MAY NOT GO ON WITH STUDIES

The joint undertaking of the General Directorate of Penal and
Detention Centers and the Higher Education Council with res-
pect to giving convicts and detainees a chance to enroll in
higher education, has come to fruition. It has been announced
that prisoners convicted of common crimes and those charged with
but not yet convicted of political crimes may avail themselves
of this opportunity, wheras prisoners convicted of "anarchical
and ideological crimes" (means political, in the HEC jargon)
may not do so. The joint commission has reportedly based their
decision on Art. 54 of the Higher Education Act, which reads

as follows:

Those students who engage in behaviour damaging to the
state of being a higher education student and the honor
attendant thereupon (either within the institutions of
higher education or outside it), those who obstruct the
freedom of education directly or indirectly, those who
disrupt the peace and order and normal functioning of

such institutions, those who participate in such activities
as occupations, boycotts or obstruction of learning, or
incite or encourage such actions, or behave in a way dis-
respectful of the personal dignity and honor of the members -
of the institutes of higher education, or take part in
anarchical or ideclogical actions or incite or encourage
such incidents, will, even in the case that such actions
may seperately be punishable by law, be penalized by a
warnjng, a formal reproach, or suspension from the resp-
ective intitution from a week to a month or from cne to
two semesters, or expulsion.

(20 October)
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"UNFAIR TRIAL OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN TURKEY”

Below we give excerpts from the report of Amnesty International
by the same title, dated 3 October 1986. We have only been able
to reproduce so much because of reasons of space. The report in
its entirety includes references to the pertinent articles of
the European Convention on Human Rights and other international
documents having bearing on the subject.

3. Independence of the military courts

Article 6 of the European Conventicn on Human Rights provides that
anyone charged with a criminal offence is entitled to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal.....

ve,..The independence of military courts in Turkey was originally provided
for in Act No. 357 on the Status of Military Judges. However, in 1972
this position was eroded by several amendments to this law, the effect
of which was that military judges became more clearly part of the
military hierarchy. Judges who failed to be promoted for three years
by the martial law commander could be dismissed. Judges who reached
decisions "proscribed by law'" could also be dismissed .....

weessSince 19
judges ha
with the
dissolve
before th

s military
1sultation
e may also
ases pending

1980, the competence to appoint a
ith the Minister of Defence, act
he General Staff. The Minister
court whenever he deems fit and
ransferred to another court.

been
rse of
tions that

of militar
g trials,
ternationa

In practi
transferr
political

such remo dges were ¢ t or when
they othe he wishes g prities.
Such inte dependence d ars to have

occurred first mont

12 Septem

«.+ +Major Ust
transferré
put on juc
1980. A
forced to
arrest of e Nz 31va P in Erbakan.
Colonel 1Is
is said ta
permitting

judge at
er he had co
aw command

The 1982 Constitution co tains provisions on the independence of
civil and military ju . But its encry into force does not seem

to have a pres rts the @uthorities....
4. Restrictionsion th f def
+s «o Amnesty Intermation receive rgports at wyers defending
e

political prisoners are 1mpe d in many ways, in particular by
insufficient access to their clients and the denial of private
conversations. Lawyers also frequently complain of having insufficient
time to consult the file and to prepare a defence before the beginning
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Lawyers defending political prisoners have informed Amnesty International
that they were frequently allowed to see their clients only for 10 to 20
minutes each week. In some cases this was further limited to five
minutes per week. Detainees subjected to disciplinary punishments

(e.g. for refusing to wear prison uniforms or for refusing to sing the
national anthem) could not be visited at all. This situation could
continue for long periods. Certain prisoners in Sagmalcilar Prison

in Istanbul did not have visits from their lawyers for several years.

No visits are permitted either during the lengthy period of incommunicado
detention immediately after arrest (when ill-treatment is most likely

to occur).

In some prisons lawyer and client are separated by a glass wall and

can only speak to each other via a telephone. In clear violation of

rule 93 of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners,
conversations are monitored and taped by prison staff. Amnesty
International has been informed that tapes of such conversations have

been presented in court as evidence against the defendant. Conversations
are subject to interjections by the persons monitoring and the consultation
may be terminated if torture, prison conditions or other subjects
disapproved of by the authorities are raised. In other prisons lawyer
and client are separated by a high wall without being able to see each
other and they have to shout in order to make themselves heard.
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6. Failure of military courts to investigate allegations of torture

In the Turkish press there have been reports of hundreds of defendants

in political trials retracting statements which they alleged were made
under torture. The reaction of the military courts to these

allegations appears generally to have been most unsatisfactory. In

some cases defendants were indeed acquitted on the grounds that statements
to the police had been obtained under torture. In a few cases also,
verdicts were quashed by the Military Court of Cassation on the grounds
that evidence obtained under torture had been used as a basis for a
conviction.

In numerous other cases, however, complaints about torture in police
custody were simply ignored by the military courts. Cften the
presiding judge refused to consider such complaints and stated that
they should be addressed to the public prosecutor or to the competent
administrative authorities. If the defendants insisted, they risked
being removed from the courtroom. Lawyers have also complained that
allegations of torture have been deleted from the minutes of military
court hearings.....
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- Although martial law has now been limited to five provinces, military
courts in provinces previously under martial law continue to function
and at least 800 cases remain pending before them.
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REPORT OF MISSION TO TURKEY -

Ms. Mireille SALMON, lawyer (Brussels)
International Association of Democratic
Lawyers

Ms. iireille Salmon visited Istanbul between 26-30 of July to witness the pronun-
ciation of the verdicts in the case agaisnt alleged members of the Turkish Communist
Party. She went in the capacity of a legal observer in the name of the International
Association of Democratic Lawyers. Below are the "Conclusions" which she draws in
her report to the Association:

- The progressive movements seem to expect an important political change after
the coming elections which will be held in 7988. '

- Even though it is true that 10 political parties are allowed to participate
in the elections, it is important to stress that the political parties which are
opposed to the present regime have few means of expression and communication and
that the media which represent them are inhibited by the fear of being censored.

- One has to stress that the sentences of imprisonment issued on the 29th of
July (in the CPT case, Eds.) 1986 are very severe in most cases because sentences of
internal exile and the revocation of the right to enter government employment are
generally added to those sentences.
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Only, one must not overlook the fact that the integration of Turkey in the EEC
will be, above all, determined BY%economic and commercial imperatives and that

active work within t of pubTic gpimo e essary tormove most European
governments within the EEC tolenforce,"without delay, respect/for human rights
in Turkey.
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The Initiative for Solidarity with Intellectuals in Turkey has come into
being in 1984, with the solidarity campaign conducted on behalf of the
signatories of the Petition on Democracy and Human Rights. The Initiative
aims to foster the solidarity of intellectuals all over the world with
their .counterparts in Turkey, against the repression brought to bear upon
them, especially in the fields of culture, in the sciences and arts, and
thereby contribute to the process of democracy in Turkey. The Initiative
is a voluntary group who seeks to bring together the contributions of
concerned individuals regardless of nationality, towards the above aim.

The NEWSLETTER has first appeared in October 1985, and then started appear-
ing regularly once in every two months since March 1986. It has an English
and a Turkish edition. The NEWSLETTER hopes to be an instrument of better

publicizing he day to day ordeals and stru intellectuals
of Turkey i ursuit of a democratic societ ful of human

rights, and 1 and scientific life free of and arbitrary
restriction ce today. It moreover hopes t to become one

of the vehi rity. It 1 ns and donations.
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