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KS3 & the importance of assessments

Employment Future earnings Prospects



• To give teachers information to help 
them plan
• To help students learn 
• To provide students with feedback 

that can help them improve
• To help us check the quality of 

teaching and how effective the 
curriculum is 
• To keep you updated on student 

progress
• To prepare for GCSEs

Why do we need assessments?



What assessments look like

Starter questions 
/ low stakes test

Mini-whiteboard 
questions

Other questions 
in class

Cumulative 
assessments

Mock exams



Y7,8,9 Cumulative assessments

• These can assess on anything students have done up until that point
• Teachers will use them to check for gaps/misconceptions and will plan to fix these
• Students will receive these as a % in their reports

• 1st Cumulative Assessment - Term 2/3December/January

• 2nd Cumulative Assessment - Term 5/6June/July



Y10 Cumulative assessments

• These can assess on anything students have done up until that point
• Teachers will use them to check for gaps/misconceptions and will plan to fix these
• Students will receive these as a % and a mock grade in their reports

• 1st Cumulative Assessment - Term 2/3December/January

• Mock ExamsJuly



How we 
support

students

• P1 sessions on revision skills
• PSHE
• Assemblies
• Revision guides
• Resources on Teams
• Homework & study clubs
• Tracking & monitoring
• Interventions
• P6 sessions
• Careers guidance



Curriculum booklets





Curriculum



Curriculum resources
• Password = Tms2022!
• Website
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/p
age/?title=Student&pid=63

https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Student&pid=63


Homework
• SIMs app
• School notifications
• Parent drop-in sessions
• Homework clubs
• Website guidance
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sc
h.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=173

https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=173


What students can do to 
prepare
• Develop good revision habits 
• Complete homework
• Find out what will be in the 

assessments
• Use feedback from assessments & 

homework to inform revision
• Use information from P1 
• Use the support available and ask for 

help when needed
• Use the support available





How to access Teams
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Remote
+Learning&pid=106

https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Remote+Learning&pid=106


What makes 
effective revision?



Mind/Body Interaction
Start doing the right things and you will start 

believing!





Effective revision techniques?

A - Creating phrases, 
songs or lists to 

recall information

B - Spacing practise 
out – revisiting 

topics every few 
weeks

C - Writing 
summaries of 
information

D - Teaching 
someone else the 

topic

E - Writing out 
explanations of 
complex ideas

F - Re-reading notes

G - Moving from 
topic to topic while 
revising – snaking 

rather than bingeing

H - Reading whilst 
highlighting key 

terms

I – Self testing
J - Turning 

information into 
images



In order of 
proven 

effectiveness

1) I Self Testing (High)
2) B Spacing practice out – revisiting topics every few 

weeks (High)
3) D Teaching someone else the topic (High)
4) E Writing out explanations of complex ideas (Med)
5) G Moving from topic to topic while revising – snaking 

rather than binging (Med)
6) C Writing summaries of information (Med)
7) H Reading whilst highlighting key terms (Med)
8) A Creating phrases, songs or lists to recall information 

(low)
9) J Turning information into images (low)
10) F Re-Reading notes (low)



Revision Techniques

CORNELL NOTES FLASHCARDS PLANNED PRACTICE





Teaching someone else the 
topic
You can say you truly understand 
something when you can explain it 
to a small child and they 
understand it…



This can be anyone!



Top 10 tips 
for 
successful 
revision

1) Think quality, not quantity
2) Get organised and start early
3) Make a revision timetable
4) Set yourself focused targets
5) Make use of all the support available
6) Use the resources given to you
7) Schedule in some treats
8) Remember regular breaks are key
9) Make an assessment plan
10) Ask for help if you need it



How can parents support?
• Good sleep habits
• A nutritious breakfast
• Provide a calm & quiet place away from distractions
• Help with organisation
• Help build good revision habits rather than cramming
• Encourage completion of homework
• Utilise resources and support
• Combatting procrastination
• Communication



How can parents support?
• High expectations
• Minimising distractions including mobile phones
• Studying using Retrieval Practice
• Making use of the Protégé Effect (teach someone else)
• Provide emotional support
• Making outdoor exercise a habit
• Balancing work and play

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-ways-parents-can-help-their-child-
revise

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-ways-parents-can-help-their-child-revise






Assessment & 
reporting

• Each term (6 per year):
• Progress Report

• Term 3 and 5:
• Cumulative assessment report



E-Exceptional

G-Good

R-Requires Improvement

U-Unsatisfactory

Academic Progress

Attitude To Learning

Homework



The Assessment Cycle

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Topic Testing Topic Testing
Cumulative 
Assessment 
Window 1

Topic Testing
Cumulative 
Assessment 
Window 2

Topic Testing

• Regular low stakes quizzing and recall testing on key knowledge
• Termly test to identify strengths and misconceptions
• Cumulative assessments to identify knowledge and understanding over time 



Cumulative Assessments

• Term 3 and 5 in years 7, 8 and 9
• All subjects
• Tests accumulated knowledge from previous terms (and years)
• Reported as a percentage and a class average for comparison





Attendance & punctuality



SIMs app



SIMs app



Key takeaways

Help students get 
organised

Encourage 
completion of 
homework

Utilise resources Provide emotional 
support

Build revision in as a 
habit

Communication



Next steps

Class teachers will inform students of when assessments are 

You will learn more about revision skills in P1

You can find the revision guide on Teams

Start building some good revision habits 

Assessments will be under exam conditions (mocks in the hall)



Useful links

Curriculum & booklets (password to download = Tms2022!)

Homework

How to access Teams

IT support (re-setting passwords)

Letters

Contact us (including SIMs app access)

https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+Overview&pid=140
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=173
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Remote+Learning&pid=106
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Remote+Learning&pid=106
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters&pid=110
https://www.themallingschool.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Contact+Us&pid=78

