
Advanced 

Learner Loan 

Guide

• Your guide to registering and applying for the 

online Advanced Learner Loan



What is an Advanced Learner Loan?
• You can apply for an Advanced Learner Loan to help with 

the costs of a course at a college or training provider in 

England.

• Loan Eligibility does not depend on your income and 

there are no credit checks.

How much you get depends on:

• the type of course

• your course fees

• the maximum loan available for your course

It only covers your course fees, not your living costs. The minimum loan you can get is £300 and its paid 

directly to your college or training provider.



Eligibility
• You must be 19 or older on the first day of your course. 

• Your course must be a Level 3,4,5 or 5 qualification, for example A levels or graduate 

certificate.

In most cases, all of the following must apply. You must:

• be living in the UK on the first day of your course

• be a UK national or Irish citizen or have ‘settled status’ (no restrictions on how long you can stay)

• have been living in the UK, British overseas territories, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man for 3 years in a row 

before the first day of your course (apart from temporary absences such as holidays)

You may also be eligible if you’re a UK national (or family member of a UK national) who either:

• returned to the UK on or after 1 January 2018 and by 31 December 2020 after living in the EU, Switzerland, Norway, 

Iceland or Liechtenstein

• was living in the EU, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein on 31 December 2020 and has been living in the 

UK, the EU, Gibraltar, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein for the past 3 years

If you or a family member is from the EU, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland or Liechtenstein

You may be eligible if you’re:

• an EEA national

• a Swiss national

• a family member of an EEA national

• a child of a Swiss national



Eligibility

If you have a different residency status

You may also be eligible if your residency status is one of the following:

• a refugee, or the family member of one

• a migrant worker or a frontier worker, or a family member of one

• you’re not a UK national but you’ve lived in the UK for at least 20 years (or at least half of your life)

• you’re the family member of someone with ‘settled status’ in the UK

• under humanitarian protection or a family member of someone who has been granted it

• the child of a Turkish worker

• staying in the UK as a stateless person, or their family member, and your course started on or after 1 August 2018

• granted ‘Calais leave’ to remain, or the child of someone granted ‘Calais leave’ to remain - if your course starts on 

or after 1 August 2020

• a serving member of the UK armed forces, or their spouse, civil partner or a dependent parent or child living with 

them, doing a distance learning course from outside the UK that started on or after 1 August 2017

• you’ve been given indefinite leave to remain because you’ve been the victim of domestic violence

• you’ve been given indefinite leave to remain as a bereaved partner

• you or your family member have been granted leave under the Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy (ARAP) 

or the Afghan Citizen’s Resettlement Scheme (ACRS)

• you or your family member have been granted leave to enter or remain in the UK under the Ukraine Family 

Scheme, the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme or the Ukraine Extension Scheme



Repayments

• You’ll have to start repaying your loan when your income is over a certain amount (the 

‘threshold’ amount), if you leave your course early you may need to repay this sooner.

• You’ll be charged interest from the day you get the first payment.

• You can choose to make extra repayments towards your loan. These are in addition to the 

repayments you must make when your income is over the threshold amount and are not 

compulsory.

Further information regarding this will be found on: Advanced Learner Loan: Overview - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/advanced-learner-loan


How to apply
Go to: Login to Student Finance England (slc.co.uk)

If you have previously applied for a Student Loan sign into your account.

If you cannot remember your log in details you will need to click the 

“Forgotten your password” button, alternatively if you are unable to get into 

your account, you will need to contact Student Finance to retrieve your old 

login details. Creating a duplicate account for yourself will cause issues 

with your loan assessment.

 

If this is your first time applying 

for a loan, click “Create an 

account”.

https://logon.slc.co.uk/welcome/secured/login?_locale=en_GB&cookieConsent=reject


Creating a new account

If you haven’t applied for student 

finance before, click the “No, I haven’t 

applied for student finance before” 

button and click the green “Continue” 

button.

If you haven’t provided financial 

details to student finance before, 

click the “No, I haven’t applied for 

student finance before” button and 

click the green “Continue” button.



Here you will need to fill in your 

personal details.

Once all the boxes are filled in, 

click the green ‘Continue’ button.



Enter the postcode of your address 

where you currently live and click on 

the green ‘Search for address’ 

button.

Select your home address from the drop-down 

arrow and click the green ‘Continue’ button.

If you cannot find your address on the drop-

down menu, click the blue ‘I can’t find my 

address in the list’ button that is highlighted 

underneath and you can manually type your 

address.



Enter your contact details in here.

Make sure these are correct as this is 

how student finance will get in touch 

with you if they require any additional 

information. Then click the green 

‘Continue’ button.

Check over your details and make sure they are 

correct.

If they are correct click the green ‘Continue’ 

button.

If they are incorrect click the blue ‘Change’ button 

next to the section which is incorrect, this will 

then take you back to the screen to amend the 

incorrect information.



Choose a password you would 

like to use for your account and 

enter it here. Then click the 

green ‘Continue’ button.

Choose a secret question from the drop-down box 

and enter your answer to this question in the 

boxes provided. Make sure that this is something 

that you will remember the answer to for a long 

time – as you may need this when contacting 

Student Finance years in the future! Then click the 

green “Continue” button.

TIP!
Make note of your 
password, this will 

help when you have 
to sign in again.

TIP!
Make note of your 

answer, this will help 
when you have to sign 

in again/ if you have any 
problems with your 

password.



You will need to read the ‘Terms of Use’.

To do this you click the blue “Terms of Use” button, Once 

you have read these you will then click “Yes, I agree to 

the site Terms of Use” and then click the green “Continue” 

button. 

*Please note that it is up to you to either agree with, or 

disagree with these terms – but you will be unable to go 

through the application process without accepting these.

This is the CAPTCHA number, if you write 

the number that is in the top box, into the 

box underneath and click the green 

‘Continue’ button. 



You will now see a page like this, that 

shows you the log in details you need for 

when you next sign into student finance.

Make note of these as you will need them 

again – Especially if you have to call 

student finance.

Read the information it is giving you about 

your account and things you are able to 

access on your account.

Once you have read this click the green 

‘Continue’ button.



Completing the ‘Application’ 

section of student finance

Now you have your account set up you can apply for your student loan.



To apply for the student finance loan - click 

the blue ‘Apply for student finance’ button.

Click on ‘Further education’

You will then need to read the 5 important things you 

need to know.

Once you have read each one click the green ‘Continue’ 

button.



*You will need your ‘Funding Information Letter’ from 

the College in order to progress with your application. 

If you have not received your Funding Information 

Letter, please contact the College Information 

Services to assist you with this by email on 

cis@weston.ac.uk. 

Once you have your Funding Information Letter click 

the green ‘Yes, I have my Learning and Funding 

Information Letter’.

Select which one applies to you.

mailto:cis@weston.ac.uk


Check over the information  

shown and if correct click the 

green ‘ Save and continue’ 

button.

Now you will need the information 

from your Learning and funding 

information Letter.

On the second page of your letter, it 

will show your course start date, 

enter this in the boxes shown.



Select the one the one which 

applies to you.

If you have a valid UK Passport the 

application process is much easier if you can 

provide the details from this. If you do not 

have a valid UK passport, you may be 

required to post your original birth certificate to 

the Student Loans Company along with a form 

signed by a professional who can verify your 

identity. 



Here it will ask if you have lived outside the 

UK in the last 3 years before the first year of 

your course, Select which one applies to you.

If you have selected that you do have a 

valid UK passport you will be asked to 

provide the details in this section.



Check that your information 

is correct on the summary 

page. When you are happy 

to progress with your 

application click the green 

“Save and continue” button. 

If you click on the ‘Yes, I want to apply for a loan’.



If you click into each of the images to find 

out more information about Advanced 

Learner Loans.

If you are happy with this information click 

the green ‘Save and continue’ button.

You will need to enter the information that is 

shown on your Learning and Funding Information 

Letter. 

Once you have entered this into the boxes click 

‘Search’.



You will then be asked to confirm your 

College/ Training Provider. If the correct 

one is displayed click “yes, this is my 

college or training organisation” 

You will then be asked to enter the course code 

from your Funding letter. Your course should then 

show up in the green section. If the correct 

course is displayed click “yes, this is my course”. 



You will be asked if this is your 

course start date. Double check on 

your letter and if it is correct click 

the ‘Yes, this is my course start 

date’.

You will then be asked for the details of when 

your course ends. Enter the date in the boxes 

provided and click the green “Next” button.



Here you will be asked to enter the cost of your 

course (this should be on your Funding Information 

Letter) and the amount that you would like to borrow, 

enter this into the box and click the green “Next” 

button. 



This is a summary page. If you check 

over the information and make sure its 

correct then click the ‘Save and 

continue’.

Enter your National Insurance 

Number and click the green “Next” 

button. 



You will then be asked to provide the details 

of someone who does not live at your 

address who can be an additional contact if 

the Student Loans Company cannot get in 

touch with you. For example this is 

somewhere that letters can be posted to 

should you move house or change contact 

details and forget to notify the Student Loans 

Company. 

This is the summary page, if you are happy with 
the information you have provided click the 
green “Save and continue” button.
If you need to change any of the information, 
select the blue “Change this answer” button.



This is the application summary page.

Check over the information and make sure it 

is correct, check that we are happy with all 

the information provide and select the green 

“Continue”.

Read the information provided here and click 

the green “Continue” button.

You will need to read through the 3 slides and 

once you have read these click the green 

“Continue” button.



Just before you submit your 

application you will need to read 

through the terms and conditions.

This is the final confirmation page.

Once you have read through the terms and conditions.

If you are happy with these and are happy with all the information you have 

provided, select the “Yes, I have read, understand and agree to the terms and 

conditions” and click the green ‘Submit your application’ button.

Please note that it is up to you to either agree with, or disagree with these terms – 

but you will be unable to go through the application process without accepting 

these. 



You will be given information about any 
evidence that you need to provide if 

applicable.

You have now completed your application.

If you require any additional help or have any questions regarding this please 
contact:

enquiries@weston.ac.uk 

mailto:enquiries@weston.ac.uk
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