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A Metaphysical Genealogy of the PartzM N
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An examination of the three major paradigms of the indivisible: The Static Materialism of Antiquity, the
Discontinuous Occasionalism of Kalam Theology, and the Process Metaphysics of the School of Isfahan.
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Executive Abstract: The Philosophical Arc

The Evolution of the Particle: From Brick to Flash to Flow

Thesis: Greek Materialism Antithesis: Islamic Occasionalism Synthesis: Sadrian Metaphysics
The Eternal Brick. The Divine Flash. The Substantial Flow.
Matter is uncreated; motionis Matter is discontinuous; the universe is Existence is a single, intensifying
mechanical (Ananké). recreated every instant (Tajaddud). gradient (Ishtidad).

Core Argument: The history of atomism is not merely the search for the smallest part of matter, but a battle over the nature of Necessity and WIIl. We trace
the shift from a universe ruled by blind mechanics to one sustained by absolute Divine Will, culminating in a reality defined by constant, substantial motion.
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Philological Corrections: The Myth of the Phoenician Atom

The Legend: Mochus of Sidon The Textual Reality: Sanchuniathon
Ancient historians Strabo and Posidonius Analysis of the actual Phoenician cosmogony
attributed the invention of atomism to a (via Philo of Byblos) reveals a ‘Wet
Phoenician figure named ‘Mochus’ prior to the Materialism'’ rather than particle physics.
Trojan War.
e Key Term: Mot (Mud/Putrefaction) rather

This attributionis llkely a Hellenistic than Atomos.
back-reading intended to give Greek philosophy : , g
‘Oriental’ credentials. ¢ Mechanism: The universe is born from the

embrace of Pothos (Desire) and Aer (Wind).
There is no primary text supporting a e Result: A biological soup of fluid and seed,
mechanical atomic theory in this period. distinct from the rigid geometry of the

Greek Atom.
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The Monad is Not the Atom: Unity vs. Division
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The Pythagorean Monad (Monas) The Modern Atom (Atomos)
Defined as the “Seminal Principle” and “Seed of Defined by uncuttability and solidity. Modern
Number.” It represents the generation of unity. It is a connotations imply fission and destruction.

vertex between the infinite and the finite.

Quote: “Unlike the modern atom, which implies fission and energy release through destruction, the Monad
symbolizes an immutable power of unfolding. It is the Sovereign Symbol of the infinite.”
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The Greek Machine: Architecture of Necessity '
Leucippus & Democritus
S _ T b/ The Binary Ontology:
4 | “~ v ;n_Ens (The Void) Leucippus asserted that

Empty, infinite in extent. “What is not (Void)

exists just as much as
what is.”

Ens (The Atom): _ N
= Solid, full, infinitein = "\

number. o h =
///z Anankeé (Necessity):
9 Mechanical compulsion.

Mechanism: No God is
required. The universe
s a self-sustaining
machine moving upon
the “spindle of
necessity” (Plato).

“By convention sweet, by convention bitter... but in reality atoms and void.” — Democritus
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The Material Soul and the Permeation Model

The Physics of Spirit

The Soul is composed
of the finest, most
spherical atoms,

spherical atoms, allowing k&

for maximum mobility.
Because atoms never
truly touch (separated
by void), the soul-body
relationship is one of
Interpenetration, not
duality. It

permeates the body
“like water through
sand.”

The Ethical Arc
(The Plus Factor)

Platonists argued
that mechanical
friction

eventually evolves
Into Moral Purpose.
The struggle of
necessity

transforms into The
Good.
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The Great Inversion: From Atheism to Occasionalism

Greek Strategy Kalam (Islamic) Strategy
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Use discontinuous
atoms to PROVE a
Creator.

Use eternal atoms
to DENY a
Creator.

Matter is fleeting;
nature requires
constant sustaining.

Matter Is eternal;
= LN\ nature is
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The Strategic Pivot: The Mutakallimiin (Theologians) atomized time and matter to prove that nothing has
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“duration” without God. The universe shifted from a Clockwork Machine to a Cinematographic Projection.
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The Pixelated Universe: Ash’arite Occasionalism \1

Tajaddud aI-AmthaI (The Renewal of leenesses)
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The Atom of Tlme (The Instant)

The Logic: An atom has no duration. God  The Denial of Causality: Fire does not burn cotton. God
destroys and recreates the universe in every creates the accident of “buming“ in the cotton at the exact
single discrete frame of time. m. fire touches it. There is no “nature,” only Divine Habit.
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The Quantum Precursor: Al-Nazzam & The Leap '

The Problem: Zeno's Paradox. @@=~
If space is infinitely divisible, |
how do we move?

The Solution: Motion is
discontinuous. A body moves
from Point A to Point C
without passing through B.

A form of “teleportation”

across the micro-void. A B
7 Modern Echo: This 9th-century solution paral'lels Quantum Tl'mnelin'g and Bohr 1>
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The Refutation: Avicenna’s “Proof of the Truthful”

l The Universe (Totality of Things) i

Is it Necessary? | s it Contingent (Possible)? |

I
—> No (It is composed of parts). —> Yes (It could exist or not exist).

___I

Requires a Gause external to itself. l

: v

~ 4@ The Necessary Existent (Wajib al-Wujud). B

L T .

The Critique: Avicenna argues that ~ The Argument: The entire universe is “Possible” (borrowed
proving God via atoms is “vulgar.” One existence). There must be a lender who is “Necessary.” God
L must look at Existence (Wujia). s not the editor of film frames, but the Anchor of reality.
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The Synthesis: Mulla Sadra & Substantlal Motion
Al-Haraka Al-Jawhariyya i

|
The Shift: Reality is not 1
‘static things’ (Greek) nor
recreated frames’ (Kalam).
Reality is a FLOW. V', liss
Existence itself is motion. LY

The Shift: Reality is not “static things” (Greek) .n_or “recreated framess” (Kalam).
Reality is a FLOW. Existence itself is motion.

Core Doctrine: Sadra challenges the Aristotelian rule that Substance cannot change. He
posits that Existence is a verb, not a noun. The world Is a fountain; the form persists, but

the existence is new at every instant.
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The Evolutionary Soul in Sadrian Physics
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il s ignites into spirit.
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Process: The soul is not an
alien entry; it evolves from
matter through the
Intensification of existence
existence. It is a single

Maxim: “The soul is bodily in
origin, but spiritual in survival.”
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The Ontology Matrix: Three Architectures of Reality H

Greek Atomism Kalam Occasionalism | Sadrian Process

Nature of | Eternal Created | % Flowing
Matter Solid Moment e Process
Mechanism | Collision /= | DIVINE Internal "\
of Motion | (Necessity) A\ F\El(iilﬁia’[lon Intensification & ﬁJ
Nature of | Measure R{g%gte , | The Measure
Time of Motion (Instants) of Renewal

. Essential =7 |Separator ‘. 0 2 | Denied
The Void for Motion 2= | of Atoms ‘e °.°C: (Plenum of

- o ©2. 9 | Light)
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Contemporary Relevance: Fission vs. Unfolding
Modern Fission (The Bomb) Splrltual Unfoldmg (The Tree)

Violent,_instantahe_ous release of potential. Lawful release of hbtgntial over time.
Bypassing Necessity leads to annihilation. Growth through the ‘Spindle of Necessity’.

The Warning: The danger of splitting the atom lies in forcing the infinite
out of the finite without the requisite duration
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Conclusion: The Unfinished Search for Unity ﬁ

Summary: We have moved from the Phoenician “Mud” to the Greek “Brick,” to the
Islamic ‘Pixel,” and finally to the Sadrian ‘Flow”.

Final Insight: Science and Spirituality have both sought the same ‘Indivisible’ core.
The trajectory of history suggests that the ultimate reality is not a static particle
found in the void, but a dynamic process of light unfolding into consciousness. J,
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