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. The Architecture of Existence
From the Static Atom to the Flowing Soul
Wy NV > 4
Protagonist: Mulla Sadra (Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi) “Is the universe a collection of static

Work: Al-Hikmat al-Muta’aliyah (Transcendent Wisdom) "tl‘lings’ or a continuous ‘act’ Of‘bEing?”
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Three Models of Reality

The Dialectical Ascent

% The Thesis (Greek Materialism) L:

The Static Particle.

\ Realityisacollection of eternal,
g colliding bricks. é

' A A

E% The Antithesis (Kalam Theology) a

The Discontinuous Instant.

Reality is a rapid succession of
E frozen snapshots created by God.

-

5; The Synthesis (Sadrian Wisdom) %

The Substantial Flow.

Reality is a continuous,
l intensifying act of becoming.

To understand Mulla Sadra’s revolution in 17th-century Isfahan, we must first descend into the history of the ‘Atom.’
We will trace the human attempt to digitize reality—from Democritus to the Ash’arite theologians—and witness
how the resulting paradoxes forced a complete reimagining of existence itself.
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The Thesis: The Architecture of Necessity

Greek Atomism (Leucippus & Democritus)

?&—U Key Terminology

(The Uncuttable)

e Ananke: Necessity. The
mechanical law governing
collisions without divine

(.”..})  Atomos el intervention.
&/ (The Uncutttable) E

e Atomos: The eternal, solid,
| oF immutable particle. Uncreated
_ (The Uncuttable) N . - i/ Atomos and indestructible.

e Kenon: The Void. The empty
container required for motion.

In the Greek model, reality is a ‘plenum’ of colliding solids. The atom is the fundamental brick of the universe—eternal,

uncreated, and indifferent. Motion is merely locomotion: the rearrangement of immutable parts within a void.




The Pythagorean Monad & The Phoenician Ghost

The Esoteric Lineage

N Pythagoras & The ‘Onc’. SUlEapd | |& .. Democritus & The ‘Many |
B A spiritual ‘seed’ of unity. S L L e * A physical ‘brick’ of matter.
Mathematical, abstract, and the source of order. 3~ R Defi ned by extensmn shape and exclusnon
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Historical Note: While Democritus solidified the material atom, the concept has a ‘shadow histury traced by Strabo and

Posidonius to a legendary Phoenician, Mochus. The ancients struggled to reconcile the One (God/Unity) with the Many (atoms).

This tension between the spiritual ‘seed’ and the material ‘particle’ would haunt philosophy until Sadra’s synthesis.
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[slamic Kalam Atomism & Occasionalism

p. =
The Theological Trap || F¥¢, =

e Jawhar Fard: The
singular substance
(The Islamic Atom).
It has no extension
until combined.

l
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‘ Cosmic Cinema Strip

jssshhesssssslosscscssijssern
e Tajaddud al-Amthal: | | |

The Renewal of
Likenesses. The
universe does not
persist; it is re-created
every moment. jsssssasssasssasssssssans

i Discontinuous Instants |

The Antithesis: Thé'Avrchitecture of Will

To prove the existence

of a Creator, Islamic
theologians argued that
atoms cannot sustain
themselves. God
destroys and recreaes the
entire universe in every
single instant.

The Mechanism: There
is no natural causality.
Fire does not burn
cotton; God creates
“burning” in the cotton
at the moment of contact.
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.” Eternal Matter
/& Mechanical
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o *({ The Clash: Nece551ty vs. Possibility ‘E=MIOR

Greek Atomism

</ Necessity

Motion is
Natural

q‘é\ The World

‘-T-’rf

runs itself

Motion is'
“Re-creation”

®) TheWorld is held
=/ by God’s Habit

Kalam Atomism
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The Shared Flaw: Both systems view reality as granular.

existence as composed of static, discrete parts.

Whether eternal bricks or fleeting moments, both view existence B
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The Crisis: The Paradox of the Discrete
Zeno’s Arrow & The Theory of the Leap

’\é The Logical Trap E
[ If space and time are made of indivisible “pixels,” movement becomes impossible.

)

The Theory of the Leap (Tafra)

R
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Al-Nazzam’s Solution: To solve the math, the
If time is a series of instants, the arrow is at rest | theologian Al-Nazzam argued that a moving bidy
in every instant. Therefore, it never moves. body must “teleport” or leap over points in space.

- @ Conclusion: Static atomism results in physical absurdity. A new ontology is needed. ;
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. The Avicennan Pivot "
& Fron Physics to Metaphysics
€ Burhan al-Siddigin )

The Insight:

Avicenna (Ibn Sina) (Proof of the Truthful) For everything in
rejects the “God of The Necessary Being the universe, existence
the Gaps” found (Wajib al-Wujua) is borrowed. There

Kalam found in
Kalam atomism.

He argues we don’t
need ast atoms
to prove God;

we need to analyze

Existence itself.

.........
] o
.....

Existence
(Wujad) -
The fact
“THAT” it is.

Quiddity (Mahiyyah) -
The "What-it-is”

] ]
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
-------

must be a lender who is
Existence itself.

Narrative Note: Avicenna
provided the logic, but he
still viewed the universe
as composed of static
essences. It was up to
Sadra to set Avicenna’s

essences in motion. é
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The Sadrian Synthesis
The Primacy of Existence (Asalat al-Wujud)

The Reversal: For centuries, philosophers thought ‘Essence’ (the
definition of a thing) was real and existence was just a state.
. Sadra argues the opposite: Existence is the only reality.

Dust/Matter Leaf Gold The Divine
ineral —> Plant — Animal — Human —> Angel

" Tashkik (Gradation): Existence is a single continuum—like light—varying in intensity.
There are no distinct “bricks” or “atoms,” only degrees of light intensity.
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* The Core Insight: Motion

IS not something that
happens fo an object.
Motion is the very

essence of the object.

e Solving Zeno: There are
no ‘instants’ to divide.
Time is not a container;
time is the measure of

this substantial flow. It is :

the ‘fourth dimension’
of matter.

Substantial Motion
*Al-Haraka Al-Jawhariyya

The World is not a Noun:; it is a Verb.

Reality is a single
continuous flow of
intensification. The
flame looks like a

static shape, but it is
renewed at every
micro-moment.




The Ascent: The Four Journeys
Journey 1: From Creation to the Truth

SPiit e e Evolution via Substantial Motion:
The soul is not a separate entity entering
the body. It evolves out of matter.

- * Key Maxim: “The soul is bodily in its
origination, but spiritual in its survival.”

e Goal: The station of Annihilation (Fana).
Dissolving the illusion of the separate self. -




Journey 2: In the Truth by the Truth

The Station of Baga (Subsistence)
Having transcended the material flow, the wayfarer navigates the Divine Essence.
The traveler is reconstituted with Divine characteristics. The ‘Self” is replaced by
the “Truth, seeing with God’s eyes and hearing with God’s hearing.




Journeys 3 & 4: The Return

From Truth to Creation
Journey 3: The Theophany Journey 4: The Perfect
® Returning to the world with Human (/nsan Kamil)
new eyes. - . The responsibility of the
# Seeing the universe not enlightened soul.

as a trap, but as a Mirror

of God.
® Understanding the i‘

laws of natureasthe = >
unfolding of Divine .
Will.

Psychology, Law, and
~ Politics are not mundane
chores but spiritual duties.

 ' The goal is to elevate the
‘gradation of existence’
for all of society.




In Sadra’s physics,
the afterlife is not
a different place,
but a different
frequency of

existence.

The Imaginative Resurrection

Eschatology as Physics

The Imaginal Body (Jism Mithali)

# The Mechanism: Through
substantial motion, the soul
creates its own body in the
next world.

# \lirtuous Soul: Manifests
a body of beauty.

# Vlicious Soul: Manifests a
body of grotesquery,
reflecting its inner character.

@ The Void Resolved: There
is no non-existence. Only
the continuum of Being.




The Unity of Being
Wahdat al-Wujud
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Summary: We searched for the Atom and found it was a mental construct. We analyzed Matter
and found it was frozen light. We looked at Time and found it was the heartbeat of substance.
Mulla Sadra’s wisdom bridges the gap between Physics and

Mysticism. Reality is not a collection of static objects in a void,

but a single, graded, intensifying act of Existence.




