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Education

• 2009-2010: Lycée Pierre de Fermat, 1st year of preparatory school, MPSI (Maths-Physics).

• 2010-2012: LEGTA Auzeville, 1st and 2nd years of preparatory school BCPST (Biology-Chemistry and
Maths).

• 2012-2016: AgroParisTech, Paris Institute of Technology for Life, Food and Environmental Sciences. With
International Experience Certificate (CEI) during a Gap year (2014-2015). Last year: M2 Mathematics for
Life Sciences (University Paris-Sud / 11).

Academic positions

• October 2023 – Present: Permanent research scientist (Chargé de recherche /ISFP), INRIA, Iroko team,
UMR LIRMM, University of Montpellier. Member of the Pl@ntNet team.

• March 2024 – Present: Lecturer in Statistics at Institut Agro Montpellier.

• February 2023 – September 2023: PostDoc INRIA for the MAMBO Horizon EU project, in the Pl@ntNet
group, LIRMM, Montpellier, France. Supervisor: Alexis Joly (Inria).

• August 2021 – January 2023: PostDoc Fellow at Center for Invasion Biology (C.I.B.), Stellenbosch University,
South Africa. Assessing the current and potential value of iNaturalist data for invasion science in South Africa.
Supervision: Prof. David M. Richardson (C.I.B., Stellenbosch University) and Prof. Cang Hui (BioMath, C.I.B.,
Stellenbosch University).

• December 2019 – June 2021: PostDoc CNRS at Laboratoire d’Ecologie Alpine (LECA). Comparison of trophic
interaction network architectures using graphs embedding methods. Supervision: Vincent Miele (CNRS,
LBBE), Wilfried Thuiller (CNRS, LECA), Stéphane Dray (CNRS, LBBE), Catherine Mathias (CNRS, LSPM).
Funded by ANR project EcoNet.

• October 2016 – September 2019: PhD candidate INRA, at UMR AMAP, Montpellier. Statistical methods
for plant species distribution modeling based on massive occurrences from citizen sciences programs. Su-
pervision: Alexis JOLY (CR INRIA Zénith), Pascal MONESTIEZ (DR, INRA BioSP), François MUNOZ (Pr U.
Grenoble). Funded by the INRA - INRIA national scholarship 2016. Defended on 08/10/2019 for the grade
of Doctor in Biostatistics.

Selected publications
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• Picek, L., Botella, C., Servajean, M., Leblanc, C., Palard, R., Larcher, T., ... & Joly, A. (2024). Geoplant:
Spatial plant species prediction dataset. Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems, 37, 126653-
126676. https://doi.org/10.52202/079017-4023

• González Moreno, P., And̄elković, A. A., Adriaens, T., Botella, C., Demetriou, J., Bastos, R., ... & Pocock, M. J.
(2025). Citizen science platforms can effectively support early detection of invasive alien species according
to species traits. People and Nature, 7(1), 278-294. https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10767

• Ryckewaert, M., Marcos, D., Botella, C., Servajean, M., Bonnet, P., & Joly, A. (2026). Applying the maximum
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Supervisions

• PostDocs: Maxime Ryckewaert (2023-2025), Lukas Picek (2024-2025), Vincent Espitalier (2023-2024).

• PhD students: Raphael Benerradi (2024-2027), Pablo Ubilla Pavez (2025-2028).

• Master students: Benjamin Deneu (M2, 2018), Isabella De Beer (2022-2023), Michele Ter Hurne (Mas-
ter, 2022-2023), Wesley Douglas (Master, 2022-2023), Louis Aury (M2, 2024), Marion CANN (M1, 2025),
Massilya Raked (M1, 2025).

Participation in international projects

• MAMBO Horizon Europe project (2023-2026)

• B3 Horizon Europe project (2023-2026)

• PRISMA project funded by Agencia Estatal de Investigación (2024-2028)

• BEAGLE Horizon Europe project (2026-2030)

Other academic activities

• Scientific animation: Member of the Cisstats network organizing committee, Organizer of the deepSDM
symposium in 2025, Animator of the Inria Iroko team monthly seminars, co-animator of the DirtySDMeeting
group in Montpellier for species distribution modeling with heterogeneous data since 2026.

• Referent of the comity for sustainable development (CLDD) for the Inria branch at the University of Montpel-
lier and supervisor of CO2 emissions assessments since 2024.

• Member of the scientific council at the Conservatoire d’Espaces Naturels (CEN) Occitanie since 2025.

• Advisory board member for the GAIA-Predict project since 2024.

• Regular reviewer for journals in ecology and its statistical, mathematical and computational interfaces (e.g.
Nature Communications, Methods in Ecology and Evolution, Ecological Informatics, STOTEN, Biological
Conservation).

• Organiser of the GeoLifeCLEF campaigns for the open evaluation of Species Distribution Models in 2018,
2019, 2023 and 2024.
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