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CIRCULAR NO. 27/102/2015/13                                            30th April, 2015

To ALL UNITS AND MEMBERS :
Dear Comrades,
OBSERVE MAY DAY 2015 

PLEDGE TO FIGHT THE CHALLENGS AND ATTACAKS                                               ON RIGHTS OF TRADE UNIONS AND WORKING CLASS
May Day is the Day of International Working Class Solidarity.  It is an occasion to look back at the struggles, sufferings and sacrifices through which the working class has travelled all these years.  It is an occasion to pay our homage to the martyrs who have laid their lives for the cause of trade union movement.  It is an occasion to reminisce the great efforts of the trade unions in wresting dignity and esteem for the workers.  It is an occasion to remember the struggles to achieve basic rights of the workers. It is an occasion to recount the great achievements made by the trade union movement all over the world.  It is a glorious occasion to recall the pioneering role played by the trade unions and working class in leading the struggles against tyranny, imperialism, capitalism, dictatorships, military juntas, autocracies and against all forms of exploitation, oppression and subjugations.  
It is equally an occasion to underscore the continued attacks and challenges facing the working class and trade unions.  On the one hand, we observe the crisis being faced by capitalism.  The myth that capitalism is the only way forward for the mankind has been exposed.  The policies of capitalistic, free-market, liberalised economy have only aggravated the problems of inequity and inequality.  It has resulted in ugly manifestations of social injustices and exploitation.  It is a system based on greediness and unbridled profiteering and exploitation of the workers is the foundation for their policies.  The crisis of capitalism is so naked and visible that the exponents of these policies are now confessing that their assertions and assumptions went wrong.  Country after country, there is economic crisis; country after country, there is financial sector crisis.  Thus people are search of new model and new policies that will ensure real growth and progress.  The gravity of the problems faced by the common people is forcing them to disapprove and fight against these policies. The trade unions are in the forefront of these struggles in many parts of the world.
In India, with the advent of a new Government at the centre, there was a lot of euphoria and hope amongst many that better days will come for the common man and the labour class.  But all these hopes are evaporating into thin air as the real policies and decisions of the Government are slowly getting unfolded.  On the one hand, their policies are benefitting the rich and the corporates and on the hand, the common masses continue to suffer degradation and deprivations.
The labour class is at the receiving end.  The genuine demands of the trade unions are being subverted but there are efforts on the part of the Government to push through labour reforms, to make labour laws more convenient to the employers and the capitalists and to the detriment of the workers and trade unions.  There is unabated price rise of all essential commodities but legitimate wages are being denied.  Unemployment is on the rise but Government is attempting to foist more and more apprentice system to deny jobs for the unemployed youth.  Country needs more and more investments in public sector but private sector and FDI are being encouraged and public sector is being slowly dismantled through huge disinvestments.  
We need a vibrant banking sector to boost our sagging economy but unfortunately, this Government believes in promoting private banks and corporate banking licences are on the anvil.  Even the local area banking is sought to be handed to private hands.  Recently our Prime Minister has appealed to the banking sector to be sympathetic to poor farmers but in practice, this Government is more sympathetic to corporate defaulters.  Bad loans are encouraged to be sold away for a song.  When we need expansion of banking sector, they are talking of merger and consolidation of our Banks.  We need a people-oriented banking policy.

Thus, this May Day is very important for the working class of our country.  The need is to unite more and fight back all these retrograde anti-worker policies.  The need is to strengthen the trade union movement.  The need is to intensify our struggles. 

May Day signifies the internationalism of the working class.  May Day signifies the struggles and sacrifices of the workers.  May Day connotes the advancement of the working class.  May Day reiterates the invincibility of the working class.  

Long Live may Day – Long Live workers’ unity – Let us overcome the challenges.  
With greetings,
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C.H.VENKATACHALAM          
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